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ADVERTISEMENT 

ConcerninsT  this 


Fourth  Edition  of  the  Abbot  de  Vertot's 
vt.      Roman   Revolutions. 

THO'  this  Edition  of  the  Roman  Revo- 
lutions does  not  contain  above  three 
or  four  Lines  more  than  the  laft,  yet  the 
Alterations  in  it  (and  thofe  material  ones) 
-^  are  more  than  as  many  hundred-^  as  will  ap- 
^  pear  by  turning  over  my  inter-leav'd  Books, 
now   in   the  Proprietors   Hands;    and   yet 
'^  more  by  comparing  this  and  the  preceding 
^Editions  together:    becaufe,    bcfides   thole 
Corredions  on  the  Inter-leaves  which  amount 
to  fome  hundreds,  and  which  I  took  from 
t^the  laft  and  beft  Edition  in  French^  I  have 
IV added  in  the  Revifes,   many  Emendations 
^'of  my  own,  as  to  the  Diclion,  &c'. 

In  this  Edition  I  chiefly  had  an  eye  to 
that  of  the  Hague,  1727.  Accordingly,  the 
principal  Perfons  Names  are  every-where 
diftinguifh'd  from  the  reft  by  Capitals,  for 
the  readier  finding  out  any  Event. 

In  the  Margin  is  added,  by  way  of  Z^/72- 
,W^'s^    a  continual  Index,    which   ihews  at 

once 


Advertifement^  8tc. 

6nce  the  Subje£l-matter  of  very-near  every 
individual  Page ;  and  at  the  End  is  a  much 
larger,  and  a  more  exad  and  compleat  Tabic 
of  Goriti^nts  than  any  that  hath  yet  appeared ; 
for  it  fhevvs  not  only  ^erfohs  Names,  biit 
alfo  Places  and  things ;  as  likewife  Words^ 
^hrafes^  A£itons  and  Speeches, 

To  conclude :  Moft  of  the  Sheets  I  ex- 
amined once  or  twice  before  they  were 
■wrought  off;  and  the  reft  after.  What 
few  Slips  or  Overflghts  have  elcaped  either 
me  or  the  Printer,  the  Reader  will  find 
taken  notice  of  among  the  Errata.  Huma^ 
num  eji  errare^  Diabolkiim  perjeverare. 

In  Vol.  IT.  p.  245).  inftead  of  dejerv*d  to 
BYE,  read  dejerv'd  the  highest  Punishment. 
This  the  Reader  will  find  abiblutely  necel- 
fary  to  be  lb  corrected  in  that  place,  on  ac- 
count of  an  Evaiion  that  comes  after.  Ms- 
ritolent  le  demur  fiiplke  it  is  in  the  Original. 
But  tho*  dernier  Juplice  fignifies  Death  m 
French^  yet  to  tranllate  it  fo  There  and  in 
the  next  Page  (1. 5.)  wou'd  fpoil  all.  I  defir'd 
the  Printer  to  alter  it,  (but  'twas  too  late) ; 
as  alfo  that  in  Vol.  I.  p.  5.  1.  6,  viz.  were 
drawn:  Grammatically  it  ftiou'd  be  they 
drew ;  a  fenfible  Difference  in  the  Eye  of  a 
learned  Reader,  tho'  to  Another,  perhaps, 
unperceivable. 

John  Ozell, 


Removed  from  Arundel-Street /w  fZ^*  Srraad, 
te  Smith- Street,  Weftminfter,  N**.  3. 


A  N 

Introdudory  Difcourfe. 


li'he  Fotmdatmi-  of   the    Roman 
Commonwealth^    and  the  chief 
Caufes  of  its  Decay. 

^^^0.  H  E  Love  of  Liberty  was 


the  fiift  Motive  that 
fway'd  the  Romans  m  the 
Eftablilhment  of  the  Re- 
public, and  the  Caufe  or 
Pretence  of  thofe  Revo- 
lutions we  have  under- 
taken to  write  the  Hifto- 
ry  of.  It  was  this  Love  of  Liberty  that 
profcribed  the  Royalty,  abridg'd  the  Au- 
thority of  the  Confulate,  and  upon  certain 
Occafions  fufpended  even  the  Title  of  it. 
The  very  Populace^  to  balance  the  Power 

B  of 
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of  the  Confuls,  wou'd  have  particular  Pro- 
tedors  chofen  from  out  of  their  own  Body ; 
afid  thefe  ^lehe'ian  Mao-jftrates,  under  Pre- 
tence  of  guarding  the  Publick  Liberty,  raif- 
ed  themlelves  by  degrees  to  be  the  Directors 
of  the  Laws,  and  Infpedors  over  the  Senate 
and  the  Nobihty. 

Thefe  State-Inquifitors  kept  in  awe  the 
Confuls  thcmfelves  and  the  Generals.  We 
fhalliind,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Fliftory,  that 
they  often  obliged  them,  when  their  Office 
was  expired,  to  anfwer  for  their  Admini- 
flration,  and  the  Succefs  of  their  Arms,  be- 
fore the  AfTembly  of  the  People.  To  con- 
quer was  not  enough ;  the  Glory  of  the 
greateft  Viftories  could  not  Ihelter  the  Ge- 
neral from  their  Enquiries,  if  he  had  not 
been  fufficiently  careful  of  the  Lives  of  his 
Soldiers,  or  during  the  Campaign  had  treat- 
ed them  too  imperioufiy :  They  expeded 
he  fhouid  know  how  to  join  the  Dignity  of 
the  Commander  with  the  Modefty  of  the 
Citizen.  Qualifications  too  Ihining  were 
even  fufpeded,  in  a  State  where  Equality 
was  look'd  upon  as  the  Foundation  of  the 
public  Liberty.  The  Komans  wxre  jealous 
of  the  Virtues  they  could  not  help  admiring ; 
and  thofe  fierce  Republicans  cou'd  not  bear 
even  to  be  ferved  with  fuperior  Talents, 
that  might  have  the  leall  Prolped  of  liab- 
jeding  them. 

Thofe  that  were  guilty  of  ufing  unwor- 
thy Methods  to  gain  the  Confulate  were  for 
cyer   excluded    from    it.      All  Offices  and 

Employ- 


Aji  httroduEiory  Discourse. 

Employments,  except  the  Cenforihip,  were 
only  Annual.  A  Conful,  at  the  Expiration 
of  his  Confulate,  retained  no  more  Autho- 
rity than  what  his  peribnal Merit  gave  him: 
And  after  having  commanded  the  Armies 
of  the  Republic  in  chief,  he  was  often  feen 
to  ferve  in  thofe  very  Armies  under  his 
Succeflbr.  He  cou'd  not  enjoy  the  Confu- 
late again ,  'till  after  an  Interval  of  Ten 
Years;  and  that  great  Dignity  was  hardly 
ever  left  too  long  in  the  fame  Family,  for 
fear  the  Government  might  infenlibly  grow 
Hereditary. 

But  of  all  the  Precautions  which  the  Ko- 
mans  made  ufe  of  to  preferve  their  Liber- 
ty, none  is  more  worthy  of  Admiration, 
than  that  Adherence  which  they  a  long  time 
kept  to  the  Poverty  of  their  Anceftors : 
That  Poverty  which,  in  the  firft  Inhabitants 
of  Kome^  was  meerly  the  Effect  of  Necei^ 
fity,  became  a  Political  Virtue  in  their  Suc- 
ceflbrs.  The  Romans  thought  it  the  fureft 
Guardian  of  Liberty  ;  nay,  they  found 
ways  to  make  it  honourable,  that  it  might 
be  a  Bar  againft  Luxury  and  Ambition. 
This  Contempt  of  Riches  in,  private  Men 
grew  to  be  a  Maxim  of  Government:  A 
Roman  gloried  in  continuing  in  his  Pover- 
ty, at  the  fame  time  that  he  daily  expofed 
his  Life  to  increafe  the  pubHck  Treafure. 
Every  Man  thought  himfelf  lufficiently 
wealthy  in  the  Riches  of  the  State ;  and 
the  Generals,  as  well  as  the  common  Sol- 
diers, received  their  Subiiflance  only  from 
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their  own  little  Patrimony  which  they  culti- 
Plin.         vated  with  their  own  Hands:  Gaudebat  TeU 
lus  vomere  Laureato. 

The  firft  Romans  were  all  Husbandmen, 
and  the  Husbandmen  were  all  Soldiers ;  their 
Habit  was  coarfe,  their  Food  plain  and  fru- 
gal, their  Labour  conflant:  They  bred  up 
their  Children  in  this  hard  way,  to  make 
them  the  more  robuft,  and  the  more  capable 
of  enduring  the  Fatigues  of  War.  But  un- 
der their  ruftic  Outfide  lay  an  incomparable 
Valour,  great  Elevation  and  Noblenefs  of 
Sentiments;  Glory  was  their  only  Pallion, 
and  they  placed  it  in  the  Defence  of  their 
Liberty,  and  making  themfelves  Mailers  of 
that  of  their  Neighbours. 

Some  modern  Writers,  who  cannot  bear 
fuch  Virtues  in  the  Ancients,  pretend  that 
we  make  a  Merit  of  the  Rudenefs  of  theie 
firft  Remans^  and  that  they  defpifed  Riches 
only  becaufe  they  knew  not  the  Value  and 
Conveniences  of  them. 

To  remove  this  Objection,  we  need  only 

caft  our  Eyes  upon  the  Courfe  of  this  Hi- 

ftory,  and  we  fhall  fee  that  in  the  fifth  and 

lixth  Ages  after  the  Foundation  of  Rome^  at 

the  very  time  when  the  Republic  was  Mi- 

ftrefs   of  all  Italy^    and    of   part    of  Sicilyj 

SpaWy    GaiiJ^   and  Jfr'ica  it  lelf,    they  ftill 

V.M.I.  4.  took  their  Generals  from  the  Plough:  jit- 

ttl'il  manus  rujiko  opere  attntue  falutem  puh- 

C\c. ^roS.  I'lcam  ftahiherunt.     What  Glory  to  a  State 

Ph  L°i8.   to  have  Captains  able  to  conquer  great  Pro- 

c-3'         vinces  for  her,   and   16  difmterelled  as  to 

prefer  ve 
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preferve  their  Poverty  in  the  midft  of  their 
Conquefts ! 

I  do  not  fpeak  of  the  fupmtuary  Laws  that  ^^"^ 
were  in  force  in  the  fixth  Century,  which 
without  any  diftindion  of  Birth,  Fortune, 
or  Dignity,  regulated  the  Expence  of  every 
Citizen.  Nothing  efcaped  the  wife  Legi- 
flators  that  eftablifhed  thofe  fevere  Rules ; 
every  thing  is  fettled  by  them,  as  well  in 
Drefs,  as  in  the  Expence  of  the  Table,  the 
Number  of  Guefts  at  Feafts,  and  even  the 
Charges  of  Funerals.  Read  the  Lex  Oppla ; 
you  will  fee  that  it  forbids  the  Roman  La-  Paul  Mm. 
dies  wcarina;  Habits  of  feveral  Colours,  ha-  ^^  ^^f- 

^  -P^  '       J    Sumpt, 

ving  Ornaments  about  their  Drels  exceed- 
ing the  Value  of  half  an  Ounce  of  Gold, 
and  being  carried  in  a  Chariot  with  two 
Horfes  within  a  Mile  of  Rome.,  unlefs  to 
ailift  at  fome  Sacrifice.  The  Lex  Orch'ta 
fixed  the  Number  of  Guefts  that  a  Man 
might  invite  to  a  Feaft  :  And  the  Lex  ^han-  ' 
ma  forbad  fpending  at  it  above  a  Hundred 
ajps ,  centenos  cer'is  ;  which  amounted  to 
about  fifty  Pence  of  our  Money.  Laftly, 
The  Lex  Cornelia  fettled  tlie  utmoft  Sum 
which  might  be  fpent  at  a  Funeral,  at  a 
yet  more  moderate  Rate  :  Regulations,  which 
tho'  they  may  fcem  beneath  the  Greatnefs 
and  Power  to  which  the  Romans  had  even 
then  attained,  yet,  by  baniftiing  Luxury  out 
of  private  Families,  were  the  Strength  and 
Safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 

By  means  of  this  voluntary  Poverty,  and 

a  laborious  Life,   the  Republic  bred  in  her 

B  3  Eofom 
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Bofom  no  Men  but  what  were  ftrong,  ro- 
buft,  full  of  Valour,  and  who  expecting  no- 
thing from  one  another,  did  by  a  mutual 
Independence,  preferve  the  Liberty  of  their 
Country.  It  was  thefe  illuftrious  Husband- 
men, that  in  lefs  than  Three  Hundred  Years 
fubdu'd  the  moft  warlike  Nations  in  Italy ^ 
defeated  prodigious  Armies  of  Gauh^  Chn- 
hr'i^  and  Tmtcnes^  and  broke  the  formidable 
Power  of  Carthage. 

But  after  the  Deftrudion  of  that  Rival  of 
Romey  the  Romans,  invincible  abroad,  funk 
beneath  the  Weight  of  their  own  Greatnefs. 

I.ucan.  1. 1 .  —  Ij)/a  meet  Moles. 

Luxury  and  the  Love  of  Riches  came  in- 
to Rome  with  the  Treafures  of  the  conquer- 
ed Provinces ;  and  that  Poverty  and  Tempe- 
rance, which  had  form'd  lo  many  great  Cap- 
tains, fell  into  Contempt, 

Ibid.         c—.^ — ^1 -^Fodcunda  v'lroriim 

^aapertas  fugltiir. 

And  what  is  moft  furprizing  is,  lays  Vel- 
le'ius  ^aterculus,  that  it  was  not  by  Degrees, 
but  all  at  once,  that  this  vaft  Alteration  hap- 
pened, and  the  Romans  ran  headlong  into 
Vel.  Pat.  Luxury  and  Effeminacy  :  StiUatd  Imperil 
jEmuld,  non  grada  fed  pr<£dpltl  curfu  d  vtr- 
tute  dejcitiiriiy  ad  vltla  tranj'curfum.  Plea- 
fure  luccccded  in  the  room  of  Temperance ; 
Idlcnefs  took  place  of  Labour^,  and  private 

Regards 


1.2. 
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Regards  extinguifli'd  that  Zeal  and  Vehe- 
mence which  their  Anceftors  had  fhevv'd  for 
the  Intcreft  of  the  Public. 

And  indeed  one  wou'd  take  it  to  be  ano- 
ther Nation  which  is  now  going  to  appear 
upon  the  Stage ;  a  general  Corruption  loon 
fpread  it  felf  thro'  all  Degrees  in  the  State: 
Juftice  was  publickly  Ibid  in  the  Tribunals; 
the  Voices  of  the  People  went  for  the  higheft 
Bidder;  and  the  Confuls,  after  having  ob- 
tained that  great  Poll  by  Intrigues,  or  by 
Bribery,  never  now  v%^ent  to  War  but  to  en- 
rich themfeives  with  the  Spoils  of  Nations, 
and  often  to  plunder  thole  very  Provinces 
which  their  Duty  bound  them  to  defend  and 
proted. 

Hence  came  the  immenfe  Wealth  of  ibme 
Generals.  Who  wou'd  believe  that  CraJfaSy 
a  Roman  C'ldzen,  fhou'd  be  Mailer  of  above 
Seven  Thoufand  Talents?  I  omit  the  Trea-  10500000 
lures  that  Luculhu  brought  from  Jjja^  and  ^^^"'^^• 
yuUus  Civjar  from  Gaul.  The  former  at  his 
Return  built  himfelf  Palaces,  and  lived  in 
them  with  a  Magnificence  and  Delicacy,  that 
the  ancient  Kings  of  ^er(ia  wou'd  have 
found  it  hard  to  imitate  ;  and  Ccejar^  more 
ambitious,  befides  enriching  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Officers  and  Soldiers  by  Politic  Libe- 
ralities, had  ftiil  enough  to  corrupt  the 
Chief  Men  in  Koine ^  and  to  buy  out  the  Li- 
berty of  his  Country. 

The  Provinces  were  obliged  to  fupply 
thefe  prodigious  Expences.  The  Generals, 
under    colour    of  fubfifting  their  Troops, 

B  4  poffelTed 
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poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  Revenues  of 
the  Commonwealth:  And  the  State  was 
weakened,  in  proportion  as  its  Members  be- 
came more  powerful. 

Befides  the  ordinary  Tribute,  the  Gover- 
nors  daily   exaded  new    Sums,    either   by 
the  Name  of  Prefents,  at  their  Entrance  in- 
to the  Province,  or  by  way  of  Loan.    Nay, 
oftentimes  they  car'd  for  no  Pretence  at  all. 
It  was  colour  lufficient  for  rifling  the  Peo- 
ple, and  laying  new  Impofls,  if  they  did  but 
Csfarde    givc  thole  Exadions  a  new  Name:  Cujus 
Bell.  Civ.  jyiQ^iQ   y^i   nomen  reperlrl  poUrafy    hoc  Jatis 
effe  ad  cogendas  peainlas.     And  what   was 
Itill  more  infupportable,  to  get  ready  Mo- 
ney, they  gave  the  Colledion  of  thefe  ex- 
traordinary Tributes  to  Publicans,   who  to 
make  themfelves  amends   for   having   ad- 
vanced their  Calh,  laid  a  double  Load  up- 
on the  Provinces,  and  by  enormous  Ufuries 
confumed   the  Revenues  of  the  following 
Year. 

All  thefe  Riches  fiow'd  to  Rome.  Rivers 
of  Gold,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  the 
pureft  Blood  of  the  People  ran  thither  from 
all  the  Provinces,  and  carried  along  with  it 
the  moll  terrible  Luxury.  There  arofe  of 
a  fudden,  and  as  it  were  by  Inchantment, 
magnificent  Palaces,  whole  Walls,  Roofs 
and  Ceilings  were  all  gilded.  It  was  not 
enough  for  their  Beds  and  Tables  to  be  of 
Silver ;  that  rich  Metal  muft  alio  be  carved 
or  adorned  with  BaJJb  Relievos^  performed 
by  the  moft  excellent  Artifts. 

0/ 
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0  /  ^ater  Vrhh 


Juv.  Sat.2. 


JJnde  nefas  tantum  Lat'ih  ^ajiorlbus / 

It  is  Seneca  that  informs  us  of  this  fur- 
prifing  Change  in  the  Manners  of  the  Ro^ 
mans^  and  who  being  himfclf  worth  Seven 
MiUions  of  Gold,  was  not  afhamed  to  leave 
us  thofe  excellent  Difcourfes  upon  Poverty, 
which  all  the  World  admires  in  his  Wri- 
tings. By  what  Rule  of  Philofophy,  cried 
SulUius^  has  Seneca  in  four  Years  Favour  ac- 
quired above  Seven  Millions  of  Gold  ?  He 
upbraided  him,  that  his  chief  Study  was  to 
run  after rWi lis,  to  take  as  in  a  Net  thole 
that  were  without  Children,  and  to  fill  Ualy 
and  the  Provinces  with  his  Ufuries:  ^{dj^^^^^-^^^^ 
Sapientid,  quibus  TMlofofhortim  pr<;eceptisy 
intra  quadriennium  Regia;  Amlcttlijd^  ter  m'tl- 
11  es  feftertium  paravjjfet  ?  Rom^  I'efl amenta 
&  Orbos  velut  indagmc  ejus  capu  ItaTiam  & 
'Prov'mcias  immenfo  fc^nore  haurlri. 

All  the  Money  in  the  State  was  in  the 
Hands  of  fome  Great  Men,    the  Publicans, 
and  certain  Freedmen  richer  than  their  Pa- 
trons.    Every  Body  knows  that  the  ftateiy  Dion.Cafl". 
Amphitheater    v>'hich  was  called  after  the  Ub.  39. 
Name  of  Tompey^    and  wou'd  hold  Forty 
Thoufand  People,  was  built  at  the  Coil  of 
Demetrhis^   who  was  his  Freedman;    .^/<f;«  ^^encc.dc 
mn  pudiiitj    fays   Seneca^    locupletiorem   ejp  aSc.s. 


Ton^peio. 


<J'al'aj, 
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^ alias ^  another  Freedman,  and  as  rich  as 
Seneca^  for  refufing  a  Preient  from  the  Em- 
peror Claudius^  his  Mafter,  received  the  fo- 
lemn  Praifes  of  a  full  Senate,  and  was  com- 
pared to  thofe  ancient  Romans  beiore-men- 
tioned,  fo  famous  for  their  Difinterefted- 
nefs.  Nay,  it  was  thought  worth  while  to 
preferve  the  Memory  of  his  Refufal  by  an 
Inicription  dictated  by  Flattery.  There  is 
upon  the  Way  o/'Tibur,  lays  Tliny^  a  Monu^ 
ment  with  theje  Words ;  The  Senate  decreed 
Pallas  the  Ornaments  of  the  ^r^torfhip^  and 
a  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  great  Sefterces, 
But  he  re  fifed  the  Money  ^  and  was  fattsfied 
with  the  Honours  and  Di/IinB'wns  belonging  to 
that  Dignity.  Et  iixum  eft  publico  Senatus- 
confultum  quo  libertinusfeftertium  ter  mil- 
lies  poflefTor,  antiquoe  Parfimonice  laudibus 
cumulabatur. 

Great  Moderation  indeed  in  a  Freedman 
worth  Seven  Millions  of  Gold,  to  be  fatif- 
ficd  with  the  Ornaments  of  the  Prsetoriliip ! 
But  what  Shame  to  Kome^  to  fee  a  Fellow 
juft  got  out  of  the  Chains  of  Servitude,  ap- 
pear, fays  T^liny^  with  the  Ftfces  I  he  that 
formerly  left  his  Village  with  his  Feet  naked 
and  whitened  with  the  Chalk  with  which 

Plin.l.  35.  they  mark'd  the  Slaves :    Unde  cretatis  pedl- 

C.  penult.  I) US  adveniffet ! 

I  Ihou'd  write  a  Book  inftead  of  a  Pre- 
face, if  I  entered  into  the  Particulars  of  the 
Roman  Luxury,  and  went  about  to  rcpre- 
ient  the  Magnificence 'of  their  Buildings, 
the  Riclmcfs  of  their  Habits,    the  Jewels 

they 
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they  \vorc,  the  prodigious  Number  of  Slaves, 
Freedmcn,  and  Clients,  by  whom  they  were 
conftantly  attended,  and  efpecially  the  Ex- 
pence  and  Profufion  of  their  Tables. 

In  the  Time  even  of  the  Republic,  they  ^'j^'^^§>''- 
were  not  contented,  fays  Tacatus^  if  in  the  ^^g?  ' 
very  Depth  of  Winter  the  Falernlan  Wine 
that  was  fill'd  out  to  them  was  not  ftrow'd 
with  Rofes,  and  cooled  in  Veffels  of  Gold 
in  Summer.  They  valued  the  Feaft  only 
according  to  the  Coftlinefs  of  the  Diflies  that 
were  ferved  up.  The  Birds  of  the  ^hajis 
(Pheafants)  muft  be  fetch'd  for  them  thro* 
all  the  Dangers  of  the  Sea ;  and  to  compleat 
their  Corruption,  after  the  Conqueft  oiJjia^ 
they  began  to  introduce  Women-Singers  and 
Dancers  into  their  Entertainments. 

The  young  Men  chofe  Them  for  the  Ob- 
jects of  their  foolilh  Paflion.  They  curled 
their  Hair  after  Their  Manner,  affeded  to 
imitate  the  very  Sound  of  their  Voice,  and 
their  lalcivious  Gate,  and  cxcelFd  thole  in- 
famous Women  in  nothing  but  N'lc^  and  Ef- 
feminacy. CaplUum  frangere^  &  ad  miille-  Sen.  Rhet. 
hres  blaiuilt'tas  vocem  exteniiare^  moUitie  Cor-  °"^^°^'*' 
poris  cert  are  cumfcemims^  &  hnmundtjjirms  fc 
excolcre  munditiis  fiojlrorum  Adolejlent'mm Spe- 
cimen eft. 

And  accordingly  yul'ius  Ccejar^  who  very 
well  knew  the  filfe  Delicacy  of  thofe  effe- 
minate Youths,  commanded  his  Soldiers  in 
the  Battel  of  ^Pharfalta^  inftead  of  darting 
their  Javelins  at  a  diftance,  to  pufli  themdi- 
redly  at  the  Face:  Miles  faciemferi.     And  c.°.  '^ 

it 
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it  happened,  as  that  Great  Man  forefaw,  the 
young  Fellows,  exceffively  fond  of  their 
own  Beauty,  turned  their  Backs  and  fled, 
for  fear  of  being  disfigured  with  Wounds 
and  Scars. 

What  Defenders  of  Liberty  !  What  an 
Omen  of  approaching  Slavery !  None  cou'd 
be  greater,  than  to  fee  Valour  lefs  regarded 
in  a  State  than  Luxury  ;  to  fee  the  poor 
Officer  languilhing  in  the  obfcure  Honours 
of  a  Legion,  while  the  Grandees  concealed 
their  Cowardife,  and  dazzled  the  Eyes  of  the 
Public  by  the  Magnificence  of  their  Equi- 
page, and  the  Prodigality  of  their  Ex- 
pence. 


'S/^vior  y^rmis 


Luxuria  Incuhuit  vl6iumque  ulfckltur 
Orbem. 

A  Luxury  fo  general  foon  wafted  the 
Wealth  of  private  Men.  To  fupply  their 
Extravagance,  after  having  fold  their  Houfes 
and  Lands,  they  by  bale  Adoptions  and 
fcandalous  Alliances  made  Sale  of  the  il- 
luftrious  Blood  of  their  Anceftors  ;  and 
when  they  had  nothing  elfe  to  fell,  they 
made  Money  of  their  Liberty.  The  Magi- 
ftrate,  as  well  as  the  private  Citizen,  Officer 
and  Soldier,  transferred  their  Obedience 
\yherever  they  thought  'twou'd  turn  to  moft 
Advantage.  The  Legions  of  the  Common- 
wealth  became   the  Lceions  of  the  Great 

o 

Men,  and  of  the  Heads  of  Parties :    And 
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thefe,  to  engage  the  Soldier  more  ftriftly 
to  their  Fortune,  wink'd  at  his  Rapine,  and 
neglefted  the  Mihtary  Difcipline  to  which 
their  Anceflors  owed  their  Conquefts,  and 
the  Republic  its  Glory. 

Luxury  and  Softnefs  were  fpread  from  the 
City  quite  thro'  the  Camp.  Whole  Crowds 
of  Servants  and  Slaves,  with  all  the  Equi- 
page of  Voluptuoufnefs,  follow'd  the  Army, 
almoft  an  Army  themfelves.  Ccefar^  when 
he  forced  '^ompey's  Camp  in  the  Plains  of 
^Pharfaliay  found  the  Tables  fpread  as  for 
fo  many  Feafts.  The  Side-boards,  fays  he,  De  Bell, 
bent  beneath  the  Load  of  Plate  both  Gold^^^-^-  3- 
and  Silver;  the  Tents  were  raifed  upon  fine 
Green  Turf;  and  fome  (as  particularly  that 
o^ Lentulus)  for  the  fake  of  Coolnefs,  were 
Ihaded  with  Boughs  and  Ivy.  In  a  word,  on 
the  fide  he  had  forced  he  faw  Luxury  and 
Debauchery,  and  Murder  and  Carnage  in 
thofe  Parts  where  the  Fight  ftill  continued  : 
jilibi  proelia  &  vainer  a  y  alibi  popino'^  JiniulT&dt. 
criior  &  Jirues  corporum^  juxta  jcorta  & Jcor- 
tis  Jimile. 

Is  it  any 'Wonder  that  Men  who  gave 
themfelves  up  to  Pleafure  in  the  very 
midlt  of  Danger,  and  expofed  themfelves 
to  Danger  only  to  fupply  the  Expence  of 
their  Pleafure,  Ihou'd  fee  their  Liberty 
buried  in  the  Fields  oi^harfalia  P  Where- 
as fo  long  as  that  Liberty,  lb  dear  to  the 
firft  KomanSj  was  guarded  by  Poverty  and 
Temperance  ;  Loye  of  their  Country,  Va- 
lour, 


Claud,  de 
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lour,  and  all  the  other  Virtues  both  Ci- 
vil and  Military,  were  found  always  to 
attend  it. 


Utlnam  rerneare  licerei 
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MEMORIAL 

Sent  from   London  to  the 

Abbot  De  l^ertot  at  Paris, 

By  the  late 

Earl  STANHOPE, 

Principal  Secretary  of  State. 


O  N  S  lEUR  the  Abbot  de  Vertot 
is  defired  to  communicate  to  fome 
Pcrfons,  whom  his  Hiltory  of  the 
Roman  Revolutions  have  rcnder'd 
curious  in  every  Thing  rekiting  to 
,=^  the  ancient  Government  of  that 
Republic,  his  Thoughts  upon  rt' Point  which  feems 
not  fufficiently  cleared  up  by  thofe  Moderns  that 
have  treated  of  the  Roman  Cohftitution. 

The  Qiiedion  is.  What  wJ^s  the  ordinary  and 
regular  Method  of  Admiflion  into  the  Senate,  in 
the  four  or  five  firil  Ages  of  the  Commonwealth? 

It 


h*  Earl  Stanhope'j*  Memorial. 

It  is  certain,  that  in  the  remotcll;  Times  of  that 
State,  the  Dignity  of  Conful,  and  perhaps  after- 
wards even  that  of  Prietor  or  others,  gave  thofe 
who  had  been  inverted  with  them,  the  Right  of 
fitting  in  the  Senate  during  Life. 

We  are  fenfible,  that  in  the  firft  Ages  there  were 
none  but  Patricians  in  the  Senare:  But  we  wou'd 
fain  know  exadly  by  what  Rule,  or  by  what  Au- 
thority fome  Patricians  were  Senators,  while  a 
great  many  other  Patricians  did  not  partake  of  that 
Honour.  Was  it  from  any  Right  of  Succefiion, 
or  Primogeniture?  Or  had  the  Cenfors^  and  before 
the  Eftablifhment  of  that  Magiftracy,  the  Confuls^ 
the  Prerogative  of  nominating  fuch  Patricians  as 
they  pleafed,  to  fill  the  Places  which  became  va- 
cant in  the  Senate? 

We  find,  that  after  the  fecond  Punick  War,  a 
Dictator  was  created  to  fill  up  the  Senate,  which 
was  very  much  cxhaufted:  But  this  Fact,  inftead 
of  refoiving  our  Doubts  in  this  Particular,  onlyin- 
creafes  themj  for  we  might  from  thence  infer, 
that  the  Romans  had  no  common  and  regular  Me- 
thod of  fupplying  the  Vacancies  in  the  Senate, 
fince  they  had  Recourfe  to  the  extraordinary 
Power  of  a  Dilator. 

If  any  Man  in  this  Age  is  capable,  not  only  of 
folving  thefe  Doubts,  but  alfo  of  giving  the  Pub- 
lic jull  Notions  in  every  thing  relating  to  the 
Rights  and  Prerogatives  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Patrician  Order,  it  muft  be  the  learned  and  polite 
A     1    ..  ^r^i,^  '^ -nan  Revolutions^ 
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MEMORIAL. 

Paris,  Decetih.  i.  i/ip. 

I  Am  ask'd  my  Opinion  upon  divers  Queftions 
relating  to  the  Conftitution  of  the  Roman 
Senate  5  and  a  Frenchman  is  applied  to  for  the 
Solution  of  Difficulties,  ftarted  in  a  Nation  which 
ftjll  retains  fome  Footfteps  of  the  ancient  Govern- 
ment of  the  lirfl  Romans-,  and  which,  confequent- 
ly,  ought  to  be  better  acquainted  therewith.  Be- 
fides,  who  can  have  a  more  compleat  Knowledge 
both  of  the  Civil  and  Military  Difcipline  of  thofe 
famous  Republicans  than  the  learned  and  able  Mi- 
nirter,  and  withal  the  Great  Captain  that  does  me 
the  Honour  to  propofe  thefe  Queftions  to  me  5  he 
from  whofe  Judgment  there  had  been  no  Appeal  in 
the  time  o^  Farro  and  Tully  themfelves? 

In  the  Memorial  fent  to  me,  the  firft  Queflion 
is,  What  was  the  ordinary  and  regular  Method  of 
AdmiiTion  into  the  Senate  in  the  four  or  five  firft 
Ages  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Secondly^  Why,  the  Senate  confifting  then  of 
none  but  Patricians^  we  read  of  fome  Patricians 

C  that 
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that  were  Senators,  while  others  were  only  pri- 
vate Men,  and  did  not  partake  of  that  Dignity? 
And  whether  this  Dillin6lion  came  by  Succeflion 
and  Primogeniture,  or  whether  the  Choice  of  the 
Candidates  lay  wholly  in  the  Confuls,  and  aftei- 
Avards  in  the  Cenfors. 

Laftly^  For  what  Reafon,  after  the  fecond  Tunic 
War,  a  Di6iator  was  named  on  purpofe  to  fill  up 
the  Vacancies  in  the  Senate  j  from  whence,  you'll 
fav,  one  might  infer,  that  the  Romans  had  no  com- 
mon and  regular  Way  of  fupplying  thofe  Vacan- 
cies, fince  they  had  Recourfe  to  the  extraordinary 
Power  of  a  Diftator? 

Tho'  the  Author  of  the  Memorial  places  his 
Doubts  in  the  four  or  five  firft  Ages  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, they  do  not  feem  to  us  to  reach  fo 
far  j  but  they  can  hardly  be  cleared  up,  without 
going  back  to  the  very  Foundation  oi  Romc^  and 
the  firll  EftabUdiment  of  the  Senate. 

Rome^  like  moil  other  States,  did  more  than  once 
change  the  Form  of  her  Government.  At  firft, 
as  every  body  knows,  fhe  was  govern'd  bv  Kings. 
The  Confuls  fucceeded  thofe  Princes,  tho'  with  a 
limited  Authority.  And  afterwards,  about  the 
^i  ith  Year  of  i?(?z?^(?j  the  Cenforiliip  was  created, 
and  was  a  Limb  cut  off  from  the  Confulate:  And 
it  is  to  thefe  Three  Epocha's,  that  we  fliall  re- 
fer all  that  concerns  the  Creation  of  the  firfl: 
Senators,  and  the  Nomination  of  their  Succef- 
fors. 

If  we  v\^ill  believe  the  greater  Number  of  Hifto- 
rians,  it  was  firft  the  Kmgs,  and  afterwards  the 
Confuls  and  Cenfors,  that  difpofed  of  the  vacant 
Places  in  the  Senate.  According  to  other  Au- 
thors, the  People's  Votes  were  necefliiry  in  this 
Promotion*,  and,  which  adds  to  the  Perplexity, 
this  Diverfity  of  Opinion  is  found  not  only  in 
different  Hifturians,  btit  oftentimes  the  flime  Wri- 
ter feems  to  contradid  himfelf  in  different  Parts 

2,  of 
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of  his  Work.  This  is  apt  to  breed  a  kind  of 
Pyrrhonifm,  which  is  not  eafily  thrown  off,  un- 
Icfs  we  are  particularly  attentive  to  the  Teveral 
Points  of  Time.  There  is  no  way  but  by  taking 
a  View  of  the  different  Epocha's  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  form  a  juff  Notion  of  the  feveral  Me- 
thods by  which  at  feveral  times  a  Roman  Citizen, 
whether  Patrician^  Knight  or  Plebeian^  attained 
the  Dignity  of  Senator. 

Romulus^  fays  Lhy^  finding  his  State  did  not 
want  Forces,  v/as  refolved  to  eftabliHi  a  Council 
that  might  direft  their  Operations,  and  to  be  in 
a  manner  the  Bafis  of  the  Conftitution,  and  the 
Pole  upon  which  the  whole  Government  ffiould 
turn.  In  this  View,  he  created  a  Hundred  Se- 
nators, quurn^  jam  "oirlum  baud  pceniteret^  confilium  Liv.  i. 
deinde  'viribits  parat^  centmn  creat  Senatores.  So 
that  according  to  that  Hiftorian,  \t  was  the  firft 
King  of  Ro?ne  that  created  the  Senate.  Plutarch^ 
in  that  Prince's  Life,  afcribes  the  Ellabliihment  of 
that  Society  to  him  in  the  fame  manner.  Diony* 
fills  Halicarnajfeus  at  firft  does  not  fcem  averfe 
to  the  Opinion  of  thofe  two  Hiftorians.  Romu- 
Im^  fiys  he  in  his  Second  Book,  refolved  to  form 
a  Council  of  a  Hundred  Senators,  to  (hare  with 
him  the  Cares  of  the  Adminiftration.  But  he 
adds  afterwards,  that  this  Prince  only  named  the 
firft  Senator,  who,  in  his  Abfence,  was  to  pre- 
fide  in  the  Senate,  and  command  in  the  Cityj 
that  he  order'd  the  Three  Tribes,  whereof  the 
State  then  confifted,  to  chufe  each  of  them  three 
Senators  j  and  that  by  vertue  of  a  fecond  Com- 
mand of  the  fime  Prince,  the  thirty  Curla^  which 
made  up  thofe  Three  Tribes,  named  each  three 
more}  which,  with  the  Senator  named  by  the 
King,  made  juft  a  hundred  Senators.  We  fee  'tis 
the  King  alone  that  forms  that  Defign  of  creating 
a  Senate}  it  is  he  that  names  the  Prefident  or 
Prince  of  that  Body  of  his  own  Authority  •,  and 
C  a  tho» 
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tho'  the  Tribes  and  Curia  eled  the  other  Ninety- 
nine  Senators,  it  is  only  in  Confequence  of  the 
exprefs  Order  and  Command  oi  Romulus. 

We  find  the  fame  Opinion  again  in  another  Part 
of  the  -fame  Book  5  and  when  Romulus  and  'Tatius 
the  Sabine  added  a  Hundred  new  Patricians  to  the 
Senate,  the  Choice  of  thofe  Senators,  according 
to  that  Hiftorian,  was  left  wholly  to  the  Curi^y 
and  to  the  Plurality  of  Vorces.  That  Writer  does, 
indeed,  add,  that  after  the  Election,  it  was  the 
two  Princes,  the  Roman  and  the  Sabine^  that  ad- 
mitted thofe  new  Magiftrates  into  the  Senate  > 
which  fhews,  notwithllanding  Dionyfius''?,  Preju- 
dice, that  let  there  be  what  Election  there  would, 
it  was  the  Authority  of  the  Sovereigns  that  made 
it  valid}  much  as  it  is  in  England^  where  the  Bills 
propos'd  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  and  approved 
by  the  Lords^  do  not  yet  acquire  the  Force  of 
Laws  till  they  have  the  Content  of  the  Prince. 
And  accordingly  when  any  Hiftorian  of  that  Na- 
tion afcribes  to  any  of  their  Kings  the  Eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  Law,  we  are  always  to  take  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  the  Parliament's  Confent  was  previous  to 
the  Promulgation  thereof. 

But  to  return  to  our  Subject :  We  may  obferve 
that  Livy^  in  all  his  Accounts  of  the  Reigns  of 
the  Roman  Kings,  appears  a  thorough  Royalift,  if 
we  may  ufe  the  Expreflion.  Dionyfius  Halicar- 
7iaj[feus^  on  the  contrary,  a  Republican  under  the 
very  Royalty  it  felf,  does,  in  many  Parts  of  his  Hi- 
ftory,  make  the  Kings  of  Rome  merely  the  Heads 
of  the  Senate.  If  we  confult  the  Liz/iw  Hiftorian 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  principal  Men  of  the 
Town  of  Alba^  after  its  Deftrudion,  were  admit- 
ted into  the  Senate,  it  was  the  King,  according 
to  that  Author,  Tullus  Hoftihus^  that  open'd  them 
the  Gates i  Principes  Albanorum^  (fays  he)  in  pa^ 
treSj  ut  ea  quoque  pars  Reipublicie  crefceret ,  legit ; 
and  he  fee  apart  a  Temple  to  ferve  as  a  Palace 

or 
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or  Place  of  Aflembly  for  that  Body,  which  he 
had  now  augmented,  temphimqtie  ordini  ab  fe  au- 
£lo  curiam  fecit. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  we  cad  our  Eyes  upon  the 
Greek  Hiftorian,  we  ihall  find  that  the  King  af- 
fcmbles  the  Senate,  gathers  their  Suffrages  5  and 
that  there  the  Refolution  is  taken  of  demolifhing 
the  City  of  Alba^  removing  the  Inhabitants  to 
Rome.,  and  admitting  Seven  of  the  principal  Fami- 
lies into  the  Senate:  All  this  is  dctermin'd  in  a 
public  Deliberation,  wherein  the  Prince  feems  to 
have  had  no  more  than  his  fingle  Voice,  like  the 
reft.  T^be  Romans  have  decreed  it.,  fays  that  Prince, 
fpeaking  to  the  Albans.,  to  inform  them  of  what 
had  been  agreed  upon  touching  the  Deftru6lion  of 
their  City. 

Livy  never  varies  from  his  Character  all  through 
his  Account  of  the  Government  of  the  Kings. 
Thofe  Princes  determine  folely  and  abfolutely  con- 
cerning every  thing  that  relates  to  the  Senate. 
When  'Tarquin  the  Ancient,  contrary  to  Cuftom, 
brings  into  it  a  hundred  Plebeians  \  the  Latin  Hi- 
ftorian tells  us  direftly,  that  this  Innovation  was  the 
Prince's  own  doing  j  and  that  thofe  hundred  Ple- 
beians were  admitted  into  the  Senate  only  by  his 
Favour ;  centum  in  patres  legit.,  qui  deinde  ?mnorum 
gentium  funt  appellati:  And  he  -^dds^fa^io  baud  dti- 
bia  Regis.,  cujus  beneficio  in  curiam  -vcnerant. 

The  fame  Hiftorian,  after  having  related  the 
ill  Defigns  o'l  7'arquin  the  Protid,  the  Grandfon  of 
the  Prince  juft  mention'd,  and  all  the  Engines  he 
fet  at  work  to  ufurp  the  Crown,  which  was  then 
upon  the  Head  of  Servilius  Tullius^  fays  exprefly, 
that  he  endeavour'd  to  gain  over  thofe  new  Se- 
nators, which  Tarquin  the  Ancient,  his  Grandfa- 
ther, had  admitted  into  the  Senate  j  and  that  to 
draw  them  to  his  Side,  he  put  them  in  mind,  that 
they  held  their  Dignities  wholly  of  his  Family  j 
and  that  now  they  ought  to  ihew  him  their  Ac- 

C  3        knowledgmenr  5 
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knowiedgmcnt ;  admonere  paterni  beneficii  6?  pro  eo 
gratiam  repetere :  An  Acknowledgment  which  he 
wou'd  have  had  no  Title  to  expecl,  if  their  Ad- 
miffion  into  the  Senate  had  depended  upon  the 
Voices  of  the  Multitude  j  and  T'arquln  the  Ancient 
had  had  only  his  fingle  Vote  in  that  Eledion,  like 
the  reft  of  the  Senators. 

That  Prince,  or  to  fpcak  more  truly,  that  Ty- 
rant, after  having  poflelTed  himfelf  of  the  Throne, 
in  the  manner  which  every  body  knows;  put  to 
death,  or  banilhed,  fuch  Senators  as  he  was  ap- 
prehenilve  of,  either  upon  account  of  their  Power 
or  V/ealth :  And  he  wou'd  not  fill  up  their  Places, 
fiiys  Lhy^  to  the  end  that  the  Society  might  fall 
into  Contempt  by  their  Fevvnefs;  numero  inmiunito^ 
fays  he,  flatiiit  millos  in  p:Ztres  legcre^  quo  contewtptior 
paucitate  ipja  ordo  effet :  So  that  the  Nomination 
of  the  Senators  appears,  by  him,  to  have  lain  in 
that  Prince.  Dionyfius  HaUcarna£eus  does  indeed 
differ  here  from  Livy,  for  after  relating  the  fame 
Faft,  and  the  Death  or  Banifhment  of  a  great 
many  Senators,  he  fays  directly,  that  Tarqu'm  did 
fill  their  Places  with  his  own  Creatures,  and  in  a 
manner  made  up  with  them  a  new  Senate.  But 
notwithiianding  the  Contrariety  of  the  Fads,  no- 
thing appears  in  either  of  them  in  Derogation  of 
the  Right  and  Prerogative  of  Kings :  And  whe- 
ther  1'arqmn  wou'd  not  fublHtute  other  Senators 
in  the  room  of  thofe  he  had  flain  or  exiled,  as 
Livy  relates  it;  or  whether  he  fupplied  their 
Places  with  his  Adherents,  as  Dionyfius  HaJicar- 
naJJ'eiis  tells  us :  Still  in  both  Hiflorians  mention  is 
made  of  the  Prince's  Authority  only  ;  and  that  is 
all  we  wanted,  as  to  the  Nomination  of  the  Se- 
nators. 

Lailly,  Z/'i7  confirms  his  Opinion  in  the  Speech 
which  he  puts  into  the  Mouth  of  a  certain  Tri- 
bune of  the  People,  named  Canuleiiis^  who  was 
fgr  revoking  one  of  the  Laws  of  the  Twelve  Ta- 
bles, 
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blcs,  which  forbad  all  Alliance  between  the  Pafri- 
ciam  and  the  Plebeians.  That  Tribune  upbraids 
the  former  with  being  defcended  moit  of  them 
from  Albans  or  Sabines:  Yon  do  not  owe  your 
Nobility,  lays  he,  to  your  Origin  5  bat  to  your 
Ancellors  having  been  admitted  into  the  Senate, 
cither  by  the  Choice  of  our  Kings,  or  by  the  Will 
and  Pleafure  of  the  People,  {mcQ  their  Expullion  j 
aut  ab  Regibiis  k^i^  aut  pofl  J^cgcs  exatfos,  jujfu 
■populi. 

That  Tribune,  or  the  Hiltorian  that  fpeaks  for 
him,  diflinguilhes  two  ^'Eras,  and  two  different 
Methods  of  Election.  He  fays,  that  during  the 
Reigns  of  the  Kings,  thofe  Princes  dilpofed  of  the 
Places  in  the  Senate,  aut  ab  Re^ibiis  k£ll;  and  at 
the  fmie  time  he  maintains,  that  after  the  Expul- 
lion of  the  Kings,  th.at  Right  devolved  to  the  Peo- 
ple: But  this  lait  Propoficion  is  not  without  great 
Dirlicukies,  as  we  shall  ihew. 

We  arc  now  come  to  the  Eftablifhment  of  the 
Commonv/ealrh,  which  the  Author  of  the  Memo- 
rial  makes  the  Date  and  Beginning  of  his  Doubts : 
The  QLieilion  is,  fiys  he,  What  was  then  the  com- 
i7io:i  and  regular  Method  of  Admlfjion  into  the  Se- 
nate?  If  we  will  believe  Z/V;)-,  in  thePafiage  above 
quoted,  the  Suffrages  of  the  People  determined  it, 
jujjli  popidi.  CicerOj  fo  well  veis'd  in  the  Laws 
and  Ulages  of  his  own  Country,  declares  himffelf 
of  the  lame  Opinion:  'Twas,  fays  he,  the  whole 
Body  of  the  People  that  made  Choice  of  thofe 
who  fliou'd  fit  in  that  fuprerae  Council,  deligeren-  Orat.  pro 
tur  in  id  ConfiUum  ab  uni-verfo  popido.  Here  indeed  Sextio. 
we  have  the  Right  of  this  Eleftion  afcribed  whol- 
ly to  the  People,  by  the  Teftiraony  of  the  two 
moll  celebrated  Writers  in  the  Republic  j  but  un- 
luckily the  Fa6ls  and  Examples  are  directly  con- 
trary to  this  Notion;  and  what  is  moll  fingular, 
Livy  himfelf  furnifhes  us  with  moft  of  thofe  Ex- 
amples, without  faying  anything  to  leffen  the  Cre- 
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dit  of  the  Fa6ts  he  relates,  and  without  fo  much  as 
mentioning  the  Rights  of  the  People. 

We  read  in  that  Hiftorian,  that  after  the  Ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Kings,  and  CoUat'mus'^  Abdication 
of  the  Confulfhip,  Brutus^  xhtn  fole  Conful,  find- 
ing the  Senate  coniiderably  diminifhed  hy'Tarquiri's 
Cruelties,  fill'd  it  with  new  Members,  and  in- 
creafed  the  Number  of  the  Fathers  to  three  hun- 
dred 5  which  we  are  told  he  chofe  out  of  the  Or- 
der of  Knights.  So  that  we  fee  it  was  not  the 
Commons  that  named  the  Senators  in  the  firft  Age 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Here  is  the  firll  Conful 
that  ever  xhe.  Romans  had,  and  then  without  a  Col- 
Jegue,  exercifing  this  Power  without  Oppofition 
or  Contradiction:  dedibus^  fays  Livy^  diminutum 
Patrum  numermn  ad  trecentorum  fummam  explevit. 
We  are  now  to  reconcile  this  Paflage  mLivy''s  firft 
Book  with  the  Speech  of  Canuleius  the  Tribune, 
which  we  find  in  the  fourth  of  the  firft  Decad. 

Dionyfius  HalicarnaJJeus^  who  almoft  conftantly 
relates  the  fame  Fa6ls,  but  with  different  Circum- 
ilances,  fays,  that  even  at  the  time  of  this  Pror 
motion,  Valerius  was  Brutus''^  Colleguej  and  he 
adds,  that  thofe  two  ConfuJs  took  the  new  Sena- 
tors out  of  the  Body  of  the  People,  pracipuos  ex 
'plehe  alkgerunt.  Plutarch  relates  the  fame  Fa£t  af- 
ter a  third  manner  J  he  affirms,  that  Valerius  was 
then  fole  Conful  >  and  that  for  fear  his  future  Col- 
legue  might  hinder  him  in  the  Execution  of  the 
Defign  he  had  laid,  he  made  hafte  to  name  the 
Senators  that  fiiou'd  fill  the  vacant  Places  in  the 
Senate:  But  tho'  thefe  three  Hiftorians  differ  in 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Fa6V,  we  find  nothing  in 
them  in  favour  of  the  Rights  of  the  People.  The 
Conful  is  rtill  the  Perfon  that  makes  the  Nomi- 
nation; and  as  to  the  main  of  the  Queftion,  it  is 
indifferent  whether  that  Conful's  Name  is  Brutus 
pr  Valerius. 
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It  is  very  probable  that  the  Confuls,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  the  Kings  in  the  Sovereign  Power,  Regio 
imperio  duo  funto^  who  had  all  the  Enfigns  of  it, 
the  Lidors,  the  Robe  bordered  with  Purple,  the 
Curule  Chair,  and  the  Sceptre  or  Staff  of  Ivory ; 
that  thofe  great  Magiftrates,  I  fay,  the  Heads  of 
the  Senate,  and  natural  and  rightful  Generals  of  the 
Armies,  and  who,  indeed,  differed  from  the  Kings 
in  nothing,  but  that  their  Authority  was  divided, 
and  only  annual,  fucceeded  to  the  Right  thofe 
Princes  enjoy'd,  of  fupplying  the  Vacancies  in  the 
Senate. 

But  thefe  Confuls  being  afterwards  too  much 
taken  up  with  Wars  Abroad,  which  often  kept 
them  from  Rome;  the  Right  of  nominating  the 
Senators  fell  from  the  Confuls  to  the  Cenfors,  a 
new  Magiftracy  created  the  31  ith  Year  of  Rome^ 
only  fixty  fix  Years  after  the  Eilablifliment  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

We  are  told,  that  thefe  new  Magiftrates  were 
at  firfl  fet  up  only  for  taking  the  Number  of  the 
Roman  People,  which  was  then  called  the  Cenfus, 
a  Cullom  inrtituted  by  King  Scrvilius  'TuUlus.  JBuc 
as  Authority  naturally  feeks  to  enlarge  it  felf,  the 
Cenfors  by  infenfible  degrees  affumed  to  themfelvcs 
the  Reformation  of  the  three  Orders  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  afterwards  they  engroffed  the  Right 
of  nominating  the  Senators,  and  even  of  expeUing 
from  the  Senate  fuch  as  they  thought  unworthy  of 
their  Seats  5  of  taking  away  the  Horfe  and  Gold 
Ring  from  fuch  Knights  as  had  not  done  their 
Duty,  and  of  degrading  into  the  lower  Tribes, 
fuch  of  the  People  who  led  irregular  Lives.  Hiflo- 
ry  is  full  of  Inftances  of  this  Authority  in  the  Cen^ 
fors^  who  by  a  wholefome  Terror,  reftrained  the 
feveral  Orders  of  the  State  within  the  Bounds  of 
their  Duty.  We  ffiall  not  enter  farther  into  the 
various  Functions  of  this  great  Office,  which  was 
lopked  upon  among  the  Romans^  as  the  Pinacle  of 
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all  the  Honours  a  Citizen  coii'd  arriv^e  atj  but 
keep  to  the  Qi.ieftion  propofed.  It  appears  then 
to  me,  by  all  that  I  can  find  in  the  Hillorians  of 
that  Nation,  that  the  Cenfors  fiicceeded  the  Con- 
fuls  in  the  Nomination  of  the  Senators,  as  theCon- 
fuls  before  fucceeded  the  Kings  in  the  fame  Pre- 
rogative: But  whether  thofe  Princes,  or  thofe  Ma- 
giftrates  ,  made  that  Nomination  without  the 
Concurrence  of  the  People;  or  whether  the  Peo- 
ple themfelves  elefted  the  Senators,  as  they  did 
their  other  Magi  Urates,  is  what  we  fhall  be  better 
able  to  judge  of,  by  what  we  are  going  to  pro- 
duce, in  order  to  reconcile  two  Opinions  that  i'eem 
fo  oppofite. 

Pauliis  Manutliis  pretends,  that  the  Kings,  the 
Confuls,  and  the  Cenfors,  had  indeed  the  Right 
of  propofing  to  the  AlTembly  of  the  People  fuch 
as  they  thought  worthy  to  fill  the  Vacancies  in 
the  Senate ;  but  that  the  Eleftlon  of  them  lay  in 
the  People,  whofe  Votes  were  however  confined 
to  thofe  whom  their  Magiilrates  had  propofed  to 
them  ;  a  Conjedure  fo  much  the  weaker,  as  it  is 
fupported  by  no  one  Proof:  Unlefs  we  will  allow 
the  Republic's  Cudom ,  of  admitting  no  Magi- 
ftrate  but  by  the  way  of  Eleftion,  to  be  a  Proof. 
Not  but  that  the  People  may  in  fome  manner  be 
faid  to  have  opened  the  Doors  of  the  Senate  to 
thofe  who  were  raifed  to  the  Cttrule  iVIagiftracies 
by  their  Voices ;  becaufe  thofe  great  Dignities  not 
only  gave  a  Seat  in  the  Senate  to  thofe  who  en- 
joyed this  during  the  Year,  but  they  alfo  dill  re- 
tained it,  even  after  their  Office  was  expired  j  and 
the  Cenfors^  when  they  filled  the  vacant  Places  in 
the  Senate,  were  obliged  to  infcribe  them  firft, 
and  each  according  to  his  Rank,  in  the  Roll  of 
the  Senators.  And  perhaps  it  may  be  of  this  par- 
ticular Part  of  the  People's  Privilege,  that  we  are 
to  underftand  what  CanuleiHs  and  Cicero  have  left 
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us,  in  Terms  too  general,   of  the  People's  Power 
in  the  Nomination  of  the  Senators. 

Thus  the  Dicbator,  M.  Fahius  Biiteo^  in  the  Se- 
cond Punk  War,  in  an  extraordinary  Emergency, 
when  he  was  obliged  to  perform  the  Function  of 
Cenfor^  after  having  called  the  ancient  Senators 
each  by  Name,  did  appoint  to  fupply  the  Places 
of  the  Dead,  firft,  fays  Livy^  fuch  as  fince  the 
Cenfoifhip  of  L.  MmUiiis  and  C.  Flaminius  had 
held  any  Curiilc  Dignity,  and  had  not  yet  been  in- 
ferted  in  the  Roll  of  Senators,  though  their  Of- 
fices gave  them  Admiflion  into  the  Senate:  Red- 
tato  lelcre  Senatii^  inde  prmum  in  mortuorum  locum- 
legit  qui  poji  L.  JEmilium  C  C  Flaminium  Cmfores^ 
Curiikm  magifiratum  coopijjent^  nee  dhn  in  fenatum 
lecli  ejjhit.^  Sec. 

But  from  this  very  Example,  (Iiys  the  Author  of 
the  Memorial,  and  from  thcCenforfhip  of  a  Dicta- 
tor^  we  may  infer  that  the  Romans  had  no  common 
and  regular  Method  of  fupplying  the  Vacancies  in 
the  Senate,  fince  they  had  Recourie  to  the  extra- 
ordinary Power  of  a  Diolator. 

We  may  anfwer,  *  that  on  the  contrary,  this 
Example  being  extraordinary  and  fingular,  is  the 
very  Reafon  why  nothing  can  be  inferred  from  it, 
againft  the  Power  of  the  Cenfors  alo-ic  lo  name  the 
Senators.  Can  any  Man  affirm  with  the  ieail  Foun- 
dation, that  it  was  not  a  common  and  regular  Cu- 
flom  in  the  Republic,  to  chufe  the  Tribunes  of 
the  People  only  out  of  the  Body  of  the  Plebeians, 
becaufe  upon  one  fingle  Occafion,  under  the  Con- 
fulfhip  of  L.  Valerius.^  and  M.  Horatius^  we  find 
in  the  Tribunefiiip  Sp.  ^arpetus ,  and  ji.  IlateriuSy 
both  Patricians,  old  Senators,  and  even  Confulars, 
whom  the  Senate  had  politicly  got  into  that  Of- 
fice, to  crofs  the  illDefigns  of  the  other  Tribunes, 
duos  etiam  Patricias,  fays  Livy,  Confiilarcfque,  Sp.  Liv.  Dec. 
Tarpemm  £5?  Aulum  Heterium  coopta-vere.  i-  1-  3- 

*  This  is  an  Anfwer  to  the  third  Quellion.  See  above,  /.  4-    "    ^' 
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It  is  certain  there  is  no  State  {o  ftrongly  attach- 
ed to  its  Form  of  Government,  but  in  fome  cer- 
tain Conjunftures  it  is  forced  to  bear  with  feve- 
ral  Alterations.  Such  was  then  the  Cafe  with 
the  Boman  Commonwealth;  Four  great  Defeats, 
receiv'd  from  the  Carthaginians^  had  exhaurtcd 
the  bell  of  her  Blood.  They  particularly,  fays 
Livy^  bewailed  the  Lofs  of  Eighty  Citizens,  pare 
Senators,  part  fuch  as  had  enjoyed  Offices,  after 
the  Expiration  of  which,  in  the  next  Cenfiis^  they 
were  to  have  been  infcribed  in  the  Number  of 
Senators.  The  State  wanted  Soldiers  j  they  had 
been  obliged  to  Liil  their  very  Slaves;  and  Han- 
nibal was  at  the  Gates  of  Rome.  The  few  Sena- 
tors that  remained,  opprefied  with  the  Weight  of 
Affairs,  caird  for  a  Supply  of  Collegues  in  the 
room  of  thofe  Senators  that  fell  in  this  fierce  War. 
It  is  probable  the  two  lad  Cenfors,  L.  MmiUus 
and  C.  Flaminius^  had  either  been  flain  in  thofe 
bloody  Engagements,  or  were  out  of  their  Office. 
No  Expedient  was  left  to  fupply  the  want  of  Cen- 
fors, but  in  the  Perfon  of  M.  Junius  Pera^  then 
Dictator,  a  Pod:  which  feems  to  have  eminently 
included  ail  the  other  Dignities  in  the  Common- 
wealth. But  as  that  great  Magiftrate  was  then 
diftant  from  Rome^  commanding  the  Army  againlt 
Hannibal^  L.  "Terentius  Varro^  firll  Conful,  was 
ordered  to  repair  to  Rome^  and  name  a  Second  Di- 
61:ator,  that  might  perform  the  Funftion  of  the 
Cenfors  upon  this  Occalion ;  and  it  was  agreed, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  ancient  Form  of  Govern- 
ment as  much  as  poffible,  that  the  Conful  fliou'd 
name  none  but  the  oldeit  of  thofe  who  had  been 
Cenfors  j  fo  that  when  Farro  nominated  M.  Fa- 
bins  Buteo  to  be  Di6tator,  he  might  more  properly 
be  fiid  to  give  the  Republic  the  firfl  and  oldell  of 
the  Cenfors^  than  aDidator  to  perform  that  Office. 
And  to  make  this  new  Magiftrace  fenfible  that  he 
had  nothing  of  the  Didatorfiiip  but  the  Name, 
2.  he 
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he  was  expreily  forbid  the  Nomination  of  a  Ge- 
neral of  the  Horfe,  a  Prerogative  in  a  manner  in- 
feparable  from  the  Dictator,  whofe  Lieutenant  that 
Officer  was  look'd  upon  to  be. 

Lroy  relates,  that  this  Did:ator,  after  his  Nomi- 
nation, afcending  the  Rojlrum^  declared  plainly  to 
the  AlTembly,  that  he  cou'd  neither  approve  of 
two  Diciarors  at  the  Gime  time,  which  was  never 
feen  in  the  Republic  before,  nor  of  his  being  made 
Didator,  without  having  Liberty  to  name  his  Ge- 
neral of  the  Horfe:  that  it  was  no  lefs  extraordi- 
nary, to  have  one  fingle  Citizen  appointed  to  do 
the  Bufinefs  of  two  Cenforsj  and  that  this  Digni- 
ty, contrary  toCuftom,  fhou'd  be  twice  beftowed 
upon  the  fame  Perfon.  That  however,  not  with  (land- 
ing thefe  Irregularities,  he  wou'd  endeavour  to  be- 
have himfelf  in  the  Adminiftration  of  his  Office, 
with  all  the  Caution  that  the  Calamity  of  the  Dec.  3. 1.3. 
Times  their  prefent  Fortune,  and  the  Neceflicy  ^-  7- 
of  Affairs  wou'd  admit  of. 

This  Di61-ator  then  nominated  one  hundred  fe- 
venty  fevcn  Citizens  to  be  Senators,  beginning,  as 
we  faid  before,  with  thofc  that  had  enjoyed  the 
Curuk  Dignities 5  and  he  made  a  Choice,  lays 
Livy^  which  was  equally  approved  of  by  all  the 
Orders  of  the  Commonwealth;  Centum  feptuagin- 
ta  feptem  cum  ingenti  approbations  omnium  in  fenatiim 
letiis^  a  Proof  that  this  Choice  was  wholly  his 
own  Work.  For  if  the  Nomination  of  the  Sena- 
tors had  depended  upon  the  Voices  of  the  Multi- 
tude, it  would  have  been  ridiculous  to  have  given 
Praifes  to  the  Diftator,  for  a  Choice  which  was 
none  of  his  making.  And  to  iTiew  that  the  Blame, 
as  well  as  the  Praife  of  thefe  Choices,  fell  upon 
the  Cenforsj  we  read  that  Jppius  Claudius^  and 
Plautius  ^  his  Colleguc  in  the  Cenforfhip,  having 
filled  the  vacant  Places  in  the  Senate  with  the 
Sons  of  Freedmen ;  C.Junius Bulbulcus^  and^./E- 
milius  Barbula^  the  Confuls  for  the  following  Year, 
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moved  with  Indignation  to  fee  fo  auguft  an  Aflem- 
bly  difhonoured  by  the  Cenfors  with  llich  a  Choice, 
annulled  this  Eledion  of  the  Cenfors  j  and  with- 
out any  Regard  to  the  laft  Nomination,  caufed 
the  Senators  to  be  called  anew,  according  to  the 
ancient  Roll,  and  in  the  fame  Order  that  they  ilood 
before  the  Cenforfhip  of  App'ius  .and  Plautius, 
Neither  Fahius  Buteo  wou'd  have  deferved  the 
Praifes  that  were  bellowed  upon  him,  nor  App'ius 
Claudius  ^nd  Plautius  the  Shame  they  were  loaded 
with,  if  the  Appointment  of  the  new  Sena- 
tors had  depended  upon  the  Votes  of  the  jMulti- 
tude. 

We  fee  therefore  that  the  extraordinary  Exam- 
ple of  M.  Fahius  Buteo^  raifed  to  the  Didatorfhip 
only  to  fill  the  Vacancies  in  the  Senate,  amounts 
to  no  Confequence  again  ft  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Cenfors  to  make  that  Nomination.  And  if  we 
except  this  one  Inftance,  and  fuch  as  happened  in 
the  tumultuous  Times  of  the  Gracchi^  and  during 
the  Civil  Wars  5  we  fhall  not  find,  that  from  the 
very  Foundation  of  Rome^  any  but  the  Kings,  or 
the  Confuls  and  Cenfors,  who  fucceeded  them  in 
this  part  of  the  Government,  ever  appointed  fuch 
Citizens  of  the  Republic  as  fhould  fupply  the  Va- 
cancies in  the  Senate. 

I  excepted  the  Tribunefliip  of  the  Gracchi  out 
cf  my  general  Propofitionj  becaufe  we  are  told, 
that  'Caius  the  younger  of  them  brought  a  great 
Number  of  Knights  into  the  Senate,  others  afcribe 
this  extraordinary  Nomination  to  Livius  Drufus 
another  Tribune.  There  arc  even  fome  who  pre- 
tend that  this  is  only  meant  of  particular  Magi- 
flrates  to  difpenfe  Juftice  to  the  People.  I  fl-iall 
not  enter  into  this  Difpute,  which  wou'd  require  a 
DifTertation  by  it  felf 

I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  Sylla  and  Marius,  the 
Leaders  in  the  firft  Civil  War,  filled  the  Senate 
with  their  Creatures  3   that  Julius  Cafar  carried 

his 
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his  Ufurpation  yet  further,  and  brought  into  it 
not  only  the  Sons  of  Freedmcn,  but  even  Barbari- 
ans, nay.  Quacks  too  and  Soothfayers.  That  after- 
wards the  Triumvirs  having  exhaufted  that  vene- 
rable Body  by  their  cruel  Profcriptions  ,  did  in 
their  turn  crowd  it  with  their  Ruffians  j  fo  that 
after  Augujlus  had  rid  himfelf  of  his  two  Col- 
legucs  in  the  Triumvirate^  the  Senate  was  found 
to  confifl  of  above  a  thoufand  Senators,  moft  of 
them  unworthy  of  that  great  Title,  and  who  had 
purchafed  it  with  Money,  or  the  Price  of  Viilany. 
That  Prince,  now  abfolute  Mailer  of  the  Empire, 
refolved  to  purge  that  illuftrious  Society  of  fo 
many  bafe  Members.  Senatorum  numerum^  fays 
Suetonius^  dcformi  i^  incondita  turha^  erant  enim 
fuprh  milk  ^  quidara  indignijjimi^  13  poji  necem  C<e- 
faris  per  gratiam  {3  premium  aUe6li^  quos  Orcinos 
[others  have  it,  Abortivos~]  vulgus  vocabat^  ad  mo- 
dum  prijiinum  13  fplendorem  redegit.  Augufius  ha- 
ving driven  thefe  Scoundrels  out  of  the  Senate, 
allowed  thofe  Senators  that  remained  to  name  each 
of  them  another.  But  not  being  fatisfied  with 
this  Ele(5lion,  wherein  Friendfliip,  Confanguini- 
ty,  and  perhaps  Intereft  too,  had  a  greater  Share 
than  Merit  J  he  made  a  fecond  Choice,  in  which 
he  confulted  none  hvx  Agnppa\  duabus  k^ionibu5^s,\xz\..c.yj'^ 
prima  ipforum  arbitratu^  quo  vir  virum  legit -y  fe- 
cund A  fuo  13  Agripp<£ :  A  Proof  that  this  Prince 
had  taken  to  himfelf  the  Authority  exercifed  be- 
fore by  the  Cenfors,  the  Confuls,  and  the  Kings 
of  Rome. 

His  Succeflbrs  in  the  Empire  looked  upon  the 
Authority  of  the  Cenfors,  as  a  Part  of  the  Impe- 
rial Dignity :  and  Decius  naming  F'aleriamis  to  be 
Cenfor,  and  explaining  to  him  all  the  Prerogatives 
and  Rights  of  fo  eminent  an  Office  5  Falcrianus, 
like  an  artful  Courtier,  made  Anfwer,  that  thofe 
Prerogatives  belonged  to  no  body  but  the  Empe- 
ror j 
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ror  5   hac  funt  propter  e[u^  Auguflwm  nomm  tenetis 
apud  vos  cenfura  defedit. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  fccond  Queftiori 
propofed,  namely,  why  the  Senate,  coniilling  of 
none  but  Patricians  then^  that  is,  as  the  Author 
of  the  Memorial  alTerts,  in  the  Four  or  Five  firft 
Ages  of  the  Republic,  there  fhould  be  fome  Pa- 
tricians that  were  Senators,  and  other  Patricians 
mere  private  Men,  and  not  partaking  of  that 
Dignity?  Wc  are  asked.  Whether  this  Diftin6ti- 
on  arofe  by  Succeflion  and  Birthright,  or  whether 
the  Choice  of  the  Senators  depended  abfolutely 
upon  the  Confuls,  and  afterwards  upon  the  Cen- 
fors? 

In  order  to  anfwer  this  Queflion,  we  mud  look 
back  upon  what  we  have  related  upon  Livy^s  Au- 
thority,   of  the  Inftitucion  of  the  firft  Senators. 
Romulus^  according  to  that  Hiftorian,  created  but 
an  hundred  j  either,  fays  he,  becaufe  he  thought 
that  Number  fufficienr,  or  becaufe  he  cou'd  chufe 
out  but  fo  many  that  had  all  the  Qualifications  re- 
quifite  in  a  Senator  j  Jive  quia  is  numerus  fatis  erat  j 
Jive  quia  foli  centum  erant  qui  creari  P aires  pojjint. 
Livy  adds,  that  thofe  hundred  Senators  were  called 
Fathers^  by  way  of  Reverence  j   and  their  Chil- 
dren and  Defcendents  Patricians ;   Patriciiaiie  pro- 
genies eorum  appcUati ;  the  Origin  of  the  firft  and 
cleareft  Nobility  among  the  Romans.     Some  Aii- 
thors  relate,  that  thofe  firft  Patricians  wore  Cre- 
fcents  upon  their  Shoes  j  others  fay,  the  Letter  C, 
to  ftiew  that  they  defcended  from  the  hundred  (in 
Latin  Centum)  firft  Senators:   The  Children  and 
Defcendents  of  thofe  firft  hundred  Senators  quickly 
multiplied,  and  produced  feveral  Branches  o^ Patri- 
cians. At  firft  the  Senators,  thePricfts,  and  all  thofe 
who  had  the  chief  Infpcftion  over  the  Aff^airs  of  Reli- 
gion,were  chofen  out  of  thisBody  only  .But  thofeEm- 
ployments,  and  efpecially  the  Dignity  of  Senator,  did 

not 
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not  devolve  by  Right  of  Succeffion  :  It  is  true,  it 
was  requifite  to  be  a  Patrician  in  order  to  be  a  Se- 
nator 3    but  as  the  Number  of  Patricians  quickly 
exceeded  that  at  which  the  Senate  was  fix'd,  ail 
the  Patricians  cou'd  not  poffibly  be  Senators.     As 
we  fee  that  all  the  Venetian  Nobles  are  not  Sena- 
tors, tho'  a  Man  cannot  be  chofen  a  Senator  unlcfs 
he  is, a  Venetian  Noble:  So  at  Rome  it  was  not  a- 
lone  ilifficient  to  be  a  Patrician^  to  be  admitted  in- 
to the  Senate.     Birth  gave  the  firll  of  thofe  Qtia- 
lifications,   but  it  was  Merit  only  that  procured 
the  fecond.     In  order  to  be  admitted  into  that  au- 
gufl  Society,   a  Man  muft   have  given    eminent 
Proofs  of  his  Valour  in  War,  ard  of  his  Capacity 
in  Bufinefs  in  Times  of  Peace  j  the  Choice  which 
the  Kings  made  of  Senators,  proves  that  this  Dig- 
nity did  not  depend  upon  a  lineal  and  confanguine- 
ous  Succeffion  j  nay,  e'er  long,  and  even  under  the 
Kings  of  RomCy  the  Blood  of  thofe  firft  Patrician 
Families  was  not  fo  fcrupulouOy  regarded  j  and  if 
any  Stranger  at  Rome^  or  any  Plebeians^  were  re- 
markable for  their  Merit,   the  StranErer  was  firll 
made  a  Citizen ;  and  then  to  give  either  the  Stran- 
ger or  the  Plebeian  a  Right  of  Entrance  into  the 
Senate,  they  were  declared  Patricians.     Thus  yln~ 
cus  Martius^  the  fourth  King  of  Rokjc^  being  very- 
much  byafs'd  in  favour  of  the  Merit  and  Valour  of 
a  Tufcan^  nd.mcd  Lucumo^  loaded  him  with  Honours, 
made  him  firft  General  of  the  Horfe,  then  Patri- 
cian^ and  afterwards  Senator.     It  was  to  avoid  the 
open  Violation  of  the  Cullom  of  admitting  none 
into  the  Senate,  but  the  Defcendants  of  the  firll 
hundred  Senators,  that  they  gave  the  Strangers  or 
Plebeians  the  Name  o^  Patricians.  The  (zmG.Lucu- 
mo  having  afterwards  attain'd  the  Crov/n,  with  the 
Name  of  T'arquin  the  Ancient,  by  the  Favour  of 
the  People,  did,  that  he  might  preferve  their  Affe- 
ction,  chufc   out   of  that  Order   a   hundred  Se- 
nators, which  he  added  to  the  Senate  3   and,  af- 
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tcr  rhe  Example  oi  Anciis  Martins^  he  endeavour'd 
to  foften  the  Refentmcnr.  which  this  Innovation 
might  breed  in  the  Patricians^  by  firft  ennobhng, 
as  It  were,  the  Plebeians^  by  giving  them  that 
Name. 

Patricias  fecit  J  fays  Livy^  £5?  in  fenatum  numerum 
cooptavit.  This  King  might,  indeed,  grant  thofe 
Plebeians  the  Privileges  of  the  Patricians^  and 
give  them  Admiflion  into  the  Senate 3  but  I  don't 
fee  how  he  could  declare  a  Man  the  Defcendant 
of  one  of  the  hundred  firil:  Senators,  that  was  not 
ac  all  related  to  them,  but  was  of  a  mean,  obfcure 
Family  5  and  whatever  Authority  may  be  afcrib'd 
to  the  Sovereign  Povv'er,  it  is  hard  to  conceive 
how  a  King  can  at  once  put  a  Stop  to  the  vul- 
gar Blood  that  runs  in  a  Plebeian\  Veins,  and  fill 
them  with  a  new  Supply  more  noble  and  more 
pure.  And  accordmgly,  as  thofe  Plebeians  were 
Patricians  only  nominally,  and  by  a  kind  of  a 
Law,  they  were  cail'd,  'The  added  Fathers  ^  or 
Patricians  of  a  hivcr  Degree;  Patres  confer ipti^ 
minor um  gentium :  Whereas  the  Families  of  the  firll 
hundred  Senators,  and  the  true  Patriciansy  aflii- 
med  the  Title  majorum  gentium^  that  is  to  fry,  of 
Grandees,  and  of  illuftrious  Families.  Which  an- 
fwers  to  what  we  call  in  France  the  prime  Nobili- 
ty, Optimates  j  tho'  it  is  not  cafy  to  determine  now, 
whether  that  Title,  which  fo  many  People  adorn 
themfelves  with,  confifts  in  a  Nobility  fo  ancient, 
that  its  Origin  is  unknown,  or  in  a6lual  Dignities 
which  fuppofe,  but  do  not  always  prove,  a  true 
Nobility. 

Thefe  Diftin6tions  ceas'd  among  the  Romans 
foon  after  the  Expulfion  of  the  Kings.  Dionyftus 
Halicaniaffeus  tells  us,  that  the  Plebeians  taking 
the  Advantage  of  Coriolanus's  Banifhmcnt  about 
the  260th  Year  of  Rome.,  introduced  themfelves 
into  the  Senate,  and  fhared  with  the  Patricians 
the  Dignities  which  before  were  pecuUar  to  the 
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lirfl;  Order  of  rhe  Commonwealth.  Other  Au- 
thors defer  the  Entrance  of  the  Plebeians  into  the 
Senate  to  the  Time  of  the  Creation  of  the  Decern- 
'virs,  about  the  301  il  Year  o^ Rorne^  and  only  f6 
after  the  Eftablifhrnent  of  the  Republic,  x^fter 
that  time,  all  Rank  and  Nobility  went  by  the 
Right  of  Images,  that  is  to  fay,  by  the  Curule 
Offices  that  had  been  in  any  Family  j  and  a  Ci- 
tizen, tho'  a  Plebeian  originally,  was  neverthelefs 
reckon'd  very  noble,  if  his  Anceilors  had  been  in- 
veiled  with  the  chief  Dignities  of  the  State. 

Romc^  which  at  firfl  knew  but  two  forts  of  Ci- 
tizens, was  then  divided  into  three  different  Or- 
ders, which  Aiifonkis  comprehends  in  this  Verfe,  ■ 

Martia  Roma  triplex^  equltatu^  plebe^  fenatti. 

The  Knights  were  originally  part  of  the  People, 
but  the  moll  confiderable  Part  of  them  j  in  like 
manner  as  theSenators  were  taken  out  of  the  Body 
of  the  Patricians^  and  by  their  Dignity  were  the 
chief  of  their  Order.  But  when  all  the  Honours 
of  the  Republic  were  become  common  among  all 
the  Citizens,  Wealth  alone  came  by  degrees  to 
make  the  wholeDilfincVionj  itwasdetermin'dhow 
much  a  Citizen  iliould  be  worth  to  be  infcrib'd  in 
the  Roll  of  Knights,  or  being  a  Knighr,  to  be 
qualify'd  for  Senator.  Senatorum  gradum^  fays  Se- 
neca^ Cenfus  afcendere  facit.  The  Patricians  were 
included  in  thefe  Regulations,  as  well  as  the  other 
Citizens  J  and  whatever  their  Merit  might  be  in 
other  Refpe^rs,  it  was  the  Goods  of  Fortune  than 
decided  their  Rank.  Such  young  Pati'icians  as 
happen'd  to  be  rich,  were  firil  placed  in  the  Or- 
der of  Knights,  from  whence  the  Cenfors  after- 
wards chofe  out  the  mod  worthy  to  raife  them  to 
the  Dignity  of  Senators  5  and  thofe  ^ooy  Patrici- 
ans who  had  not  Wealth  enough  to  be  taken  into 
the  Order  of  Knights,  or  to  be  admitted  into  the 
D  z  Senate, 
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Senate,  remained  mingled  with  the  Common  Peo- 
ple, while  they  faw  Plebeians^  becaufe  wealthy, 
adorn'd  with  the  Gold-ring,  in  Quality  of  Knights  5 
or  cloath'd  with  the  Purple  Robe,  and  filling  the 
vacant  Places  in  the  Senate;  Senator  non  es,  fays 
Onuphrius  Panvinius^  ergo  eqiies  aut  de  populo :  ne- 
que  fenator^  neqiie  eques  quamvis  Patricius^  ergo  de 
populo  J  ordo  enim  praterea  millus  fuperefl. 
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Romulus  the  Founder  and  firjl  King  of  Rome,  is 
at  the  fame  time  Head  of  its  Religion^  and  efta^ 
hlifhes  divers  Laws  with  the  Confent  of  his  SuhjeUs. 
He  numbers  the  Citizens^  whom  he  divides  into 
three  'Tribes.  Each  'tribe  is  afterwards  divided 
into  'Ten  Curia's  or  Companies.  The  EJiablifh" 
yyient  of  the  Senate^  and  of  the  Order  of  Knights. 
The  Nature  of  the  Plebeians.  TJ3e  Sabins,  af- 
ter a  very  fharp  IVar ^  .make  a  firiSi  JUiance 
with  the  Romans,  and  live  under  the  fame  Laws. 
The  Death  of  Romulus.     Numa  fucceeds  him. 
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He  makes  Ufe  of  Religion  to  foften  the  rugged 
Manners  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Rome. 
'J'he   Battel  of  the  Horatii   and  Curiatii   under 
Tullus  Hoftilius.     Alba  defirofd.     Its  Inhabi- 
tants removed  to  Rome.     Ancus   Martius   or- 
dains Ceremonies  to  precede  Declarations  of  War. 
He  defeats  the  Latins,   and  joins  their  'Territory 
to  that  of  Rome.     Tarquin  the  Ancient  is  cho- 
fen  King  by  the  Voices  of  the   Chief  among  the 
People^   whom   he  had  gained  over  to  his  Side. 
He  increafes  the  Number  of  the  Senators  with  a 
Hundred  of  his   Creatures.     1'he  Inflitution   of 
the  Cenfus  by  Servius  Tullius.     That  Prince  is 
murthered  by  Tarquin  the  Proud,  who  feizes  the 
Royalty  without  the  Confent  either  of  the  Peo- 
ple or  Senate.     His  Ambit io§  and  Cruelty  create 
a  general  Difcontent^   which  the  Lufi  of  Sextus 
Tarquin  his  Son^  and  the  Death  of  Lucretia, 
turn  into  a  general  Revolt.     The   Tarquins  are 
expeird.,  and  the  Royalty  profcribed.     The  Repub- 
lican State  fucceeds  the  Monarchical.     They  chufe 
Two  Annual  Magiftrates^  whom  they  call  Confuls. 
The  Divifon^  which  foon  after  happens  between 
the  People  and  the  Senate.^  makes  it  necejfary  to 
create  a  new  Office  fuperior  to  the   Confulfhip^ 
which  is   the  Di(5i:ature.      The   Diffentions   ceafe 
for  fome  time',   but  afterwards  they  break   out 
afrefh^  and  go  fo  far  that  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  People  leave  the  City  and  retire  to  the  Mons 
Sacer,  nor  do  they  co7ne  back  again  to  Rome  till 
they  obtain  a  general  Abolition  of  all  Debts^  and 
the  Creation  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  People. 
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Prince  of  uncertain  Birth,  nur-  -^^''/^  '^^^^r 
fed  by  a  Proilitute,  brought  up  K^^'J';^' 
by  bhephcrds,   and  afterwards  ^^oi/T^^r 
the  Leader  of  a  Gang  of  Rob-  of  the 
bers,  laid  the,  firll  Foundations  ^/^^^'^-^  ^^^d 
of  the  Capital  of  the  World,  thet.y-^ 
He  confecrared  it  to  the  God  Olympiad. 
of  War,  from  whom  he  would  753  '^cA^^ 
have  it  thought  he  fprungj  and  admitted  for  '^'^'^[J ^"'^^ 
Inhabitants  all  forts  of  Men,  and  from  all  Parts,  ^-^^ 
Greeks^  Latins^  Albans  and  I'ufcans^  moil  of  them 
Shepherds  and  Robbers ;  but  all  Fellows  of  refo- 
lute  Valour.     An  Afylum  which  he  opened  for  the  Tit.  Liv.  I. 
Protection  of  Slaves  and  Outlaws,  drew  thither '•^-  i-<^- 
great  Numbers,  to  which  he  afterwards  added  his 
Prifoners  of  War;  and  thus  made  Fellow-Citizens 
of  his  Enemies. 

Rome  at  the  Beginning  was  not  fo  much  a  Oria-in  of 
City,  as  a  Camp  of  Soldiers,  compofed  of  little  Rome. 
Huts,  and  furrounded  with  ilight  Walls,  with- 
out Civil  Laws,  without  Magiflrates,  and  ferved  on- 
ly for  a  Place  of  Security  to  Men  of  defpcrate  For- 
tunes, moil  of  them  without  Wives  or  Children, 
whom  Impunity  or  Hopes  of  Booty  had  drawn  to- 
gether. The  Conquerors  of  the  Univerie  owed 
their  Orio-in  to  a  Neil  of  Thieves. 

Scarce  was  this  growing  City  raifed  above  its 
Foundation,  when  its  firft  Inhabitants  thouoht  it 
expedient  immediately  to  put  the  Government  in- 
to fome  Form.  Their  chief  View  was  to  recon- 
cile Liberty  with  Empire;  and  to  effe6t  it  they 
eflablifh'd  a  kind  of  mix'd  Monarchy,  and  divided 
the  Sovereia;n  Power  betweeii  the  Head  oi"  Prince 
of  the  Nation,  a  Senate  that  was  to  be  ins  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Afiembly  of  the  People.  Romulus,  p  , 
the   rounder   or   Rome ^   was  choien  tor  irs  mVi  King 


D  4 


Kin 


b> 


4  The  Htftory  cf  the  RevolMions  Book  I. 

Dion.  Ha].  King  3  he  was  at  the  fame  time  acknowledg'd  the 
1.  2.p-8i.  He^j  Qf  j-heij-  Religion,   the  chief  Magitlrate  of 

the  City,  and  natural  General  of  the  State.  Be- 
Liv.  c.  8.  fides  a  great  Number  of  Guards,   he  had  tvvelve 

Litiors^  a  kind  of  Ulliers,  that  always  attended 
iT^i  .  .1     Iiii^i  when  he  appeared  in  Public.      Each  Liclor 
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Liflors       ^^'^5  armed  with  a  I3attle-Axe,  lurrounded  with  a 
were.         Bundle  of  Rods,  to  iTiew  his  Right  of  the  Sword, 
the  Symbol   of  Sovereignty.      But  with   all  this 
PluT  in^*  Po^P  of  Royalty,  his  Power  was  confined  to  ve- 
Rom.        3'y  narrow  Limits  j  and  he  had  little  more  Autho- 
rity than  to  call  together  the  Senate  and  the  Affem- 
blies  of  the  People  ;  to  propofe  Affairs  to  themj 
to  inarch  at  the  Head  of  the  Army  when  War  was 
refolved  upon   by  a  public  Decree  j    and  to  give 
Dircftions  about  the  Difpofil  of  the  Public  Mo- 
ney, which  was  under  the  Care  of  two  Treafurers, 
afterwards  called  ^eflors. 
Romulus        The  firft  Bufinefs   of  the  new  Prince  was  to 
makes        make  feveral  Laws  concerning  Religion  and  Civil 
.  ■        Government,   all   equally  necefiary  for   maintain- 
ing Society  among  Men,  which  neverthelefs  were 
not  publifh'd  without  the  Confent  of  the  whole 
Roman  People.     It  is  not  well  known  what  was 
^f/f^-^the   Form    of  Worfhip    in   thofe   remote   Ages. 
eISs.     We  only  learn  from  Hiftory,  that  the  Religion 
of  the  firft  Remans  had  a  great  deal  of  Confor- 
mity  with    their   Origin.      They  celebrated   the 
Feafl  of  the  Goddefs  Pales  ^   one  of  the  tutelar 
Deities  of  Shepherds.     Pan  the  God   of  Forefts 
had  alfo  his  Altars  among  them ;  he  was  honou- 
red  in  the   Feftival    called    Lupercalia^   or  of  the 
Wolves^  in  which  they  offered  him  a  Dog.    Plu- 
tarch   mentions  a    Gcd   called  Confiis^   who    pre- 
Plut.  in     fidcd  over   Councils:    he   had    no   other  Temple 
Roni.         than  a  Grotto  cut  out  under  Ground ;    a  myllic 
turn  has  fince  been  f^iven  to  that  which  perhaps 
'was  then  a  m^er  Eftcd  of  Chance  or  Ncceffity, 

and 
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and  we  are  made  to  believe  that  this  Temple  was 
contrived  under  Ground,  only  to  teach  Men  that 
the  Deliberations  oF  Councils  fhould  be  fecret. 

But  the   chief  Religion   of  thofe   rude  Times 
lay  in  the  Augurs  and  Arufpces^  that  is  to  fay,  in  q 

the  Prognoftics  which  weFe^d*awt3-from  the  Flight >f/i^Mc  JjT-tu) 
of  Birds,  or  the  Entrails  of  Beads.     The  Priells 
and   Sacrificers    perfuaded    the   People,    that   in 
thefe   they   plainly   read    the    Dellinies   of  Men. 
This  pious  Fraud,  which  owed  its  Ertablilnmenc 
to   nothing   but   the  Ignorance  of  thole  tirit  A- 
ges,   afterwards  became  one  of  the  Myfteries  of 
State,  as  we  fliall  have  occafion  to  obferve  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  Hiftory :  And  'tis  Eiid  that  Romu- 
lus himfelf  wou'd  needs  be  the  firft  Augur  of 
Romc^  for  fear  fome  other,    by  the  help  of  thofe 
Superllitions,   fhou'd  get  Pofleflion  of  the  Con- 
fidence  of  the    Multitude.      He   decreed,   by    a  cic  I.  3, 
Law  made  purpofely  for  that  End,   that  no  Ele- de  Leg. 
6lion   fhou'd    be   enter'd  upon,   nor   any  Perfon,  jd.  l.  31. 
for  the  future,    raifed  to  the  Royal  Dignity,    todeNat. 
the  Priellhood,   or  to  any   of  the   public  Magi-  ■^^^^• 
llracics,   nor  any  War  undertaken,   'till  the  Auf- 
pices   had    fird   been   confulred.     It   was   in   the 
lame    Spirit   of   Religion,    and    with   very   wife  Dion.  I.  2-,    ,--' 
Policy,    that    he   forbad   all  Woriliip    of  foreign 
Deities,  which  might  have  bred  Divifions  among 
his  new  Subjects.     The  Pricflhood,  by  the  dune 
Law,  was  to  be  for  Life.  A  Prieft  could  not  be 
elected  'till  the  Age  of   fifty  Years.     Romulus 
prohibited  their  mixing  Fables  among  the  Myfte- 
ries of  Religion,    or  giving  them  a  fiilfe  Luftre, 
under  Pretence  of  making  them  more  venerable  to 
the  People.     They  were  bound   to  be  acquainted 
with  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  their  Countr}',  and 
to  write  the  principal  Events  that  happened  in  the 
State;  Thus  they  were  its  firft  Hiilorians  and  firll 
Lawyers. 

We 
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We  have  remaining  in  Hiftory,  fome  fewFrag- 
Laws  of     ments  of  the  Civil  Laws  made  by  Romulus. 
'^mulus.    rj.j^g  ^,.^  relates  to  married  Women  j   it  decrees 
(,.23.         that   they  fhall   not  leave   their  Husbands  upon 
any  Pretence  whatfoever,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  allows  the  Men  to  put  them  away,  and  even 
to   punifn   them   with  Death,  with  the  Concur- 
rence of  their  Relations,  if  they  were  convicted 
of  Adultery,   poifoning,   making  falfe   Keys,   or 
only  drinking  Wine.     Romulus  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to   make  this  fevere  Law   to  prevent  A- 
duitery,   which   he  look'd  upon  to  be  a  fecond 
Drunkcnnefs,  and,  as  it  were,  a  natural  Effe6l  of 
that  dangerous  Liquor:  But  nothing  ever  equall'd 
the  Cruelty  of  the  Laws  which  he  fettled  relating 
Dion.  H.   to  Children.     He  gave  their  Fathers  an  abfolute 
Plut.         Power  over  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  j  they  might 
Inflit.        by  their  private  Authority  lock  them  up,  put  them 
Juftin.  1. 1 .  J.Q  jjeath,   and  even   fell  them  for  Slaves   three 
times  over,  whatever  Age  they  were  of,  or  what- 
ever Dignities  they  had  attained:   A  Father  was 
the  chief  Magillrate  over  his  own  Children  ;  he 
had  Liberty  to  make  away  with  thofe  that  were 
born  with  any  monftrous  Deformity  5  but  before 
he  did  it,  he  was  obliged  to  takeCounfel  with  live 
of  his   neareft   Ncighhours^   the   Law   left   him 
more  at  Liberty  as  to  a  Daughter,   provided  flie 
were  not  the  eldeft;  and  if  he  neglefted  either  of 
thefe  Ordinances,  half  his  Effe61:s  were  confifcate 
into  the  public  Trcafury.     Romulus,  who  was 
not  to  learn  that  the  Power  of  a  State  confifts  not 
fo  much  in  its  Extent,  as  in  the  Number  of  its  In- 
habitants,  by  the  fame  Law  made  it  criminal  to 
kill,  or  fo  much  as  fell,  an  Enemy  in  War  if  he 
Dion.  H.    yielded.     The  Defign  of  his  Wars  was   only  to 
^-  -•  conquer  Men,  being  lure  he  fliould   never  want 

Lands,    while  he  had  Troops  fufficicnt  to  poflefs 
themfelvcs  of  them. 

It 
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It  was  to  know  his  own  Strength,  that  he  niim- 
ber'd  all  the  Citizens  of  Rome.     There  was  found  Dion.  I.  2. 
to  be  but  Three  Thoufand  foot,  and  about  Three 
Hundred  Horfe.     Romulx^s  divided   them   all  Romulus 
into  three  equal  Triks^  and  afTigncd  to  each  a  pan  numbers ^ 
of  the  City  to  inhabit:  Each  Tribe  was  afterwards  ^  ^    ^^^' 
fubdivided  into   ten  Curi<ie^   or  Companies   of  an 
Hundred  Men,  that  had  each  a  Centurion  to  com- 
mand them.     A  Pried,  who  was  called  C^;/^?,  had 
the  Care  of  the  Sacrifices,  and  two  of  the  princi- 
pal Inhabitants,  called  Duumviri^   dilliibuted  Ju- 
flice  between  Man  and  Man. 

Romulus  having  undertaken  fo  great  a  'Dc- Territory  of 
fign,  as  that  of  founding  a  State,  caft  about  how  Rome  di- 
he  might  fecure  theSubliftance  of  his  new  People.  ^''^''^• 
Rome^  built  upon  a  foreign  Ground,   and  which 
originally  depended  upon  the  City  oi  Alha^  had  but 
a  very  narrow  Territory ;  It  is  affirm'd,  that  it  was  y.  Strabo. 
at  mod  but  five  or  fix  Miles.     Neverthelefs  thel.  V. 
Prince  fhared  it  into  three  Parts,  which  it  is  true 
were  unequal.     The  firil  was  confccrated   to  the 
Woriliip  of  the  Godsj  anotiier  was  referved  for 
the  Revenue  of  the  King  and  the  Ules  of  the 
State;  the  mod  confiderable  part  was  divided  into 
thirty  Portions,  to  anfvver  to  the  thirty  Ci!^rz>}  and 
each  private  Man  had  no  more  than  two  Acres  for  Dion.  H. 
his  Subfidance.  I.  2. 

The  Edablidiment  of  the  Senate  fucceeded  this  Tbe  Senate 
Partition  J  Romulus  made  it  up  of  a  Hundred  cftMijyd, 
of  the   chief  Citizens;    the   Number   was  after- ^jl^^/"^ 
wards   increafed,   as  we  fhall  obferve  in  its  pro- 
per Place.      The   King   named  the  fird  Senator ^  jd.  ibid. 
and  ordained  that  in  his  Abfence  he  diou'd  have 
the  Government  of  the  City;   each  Tribe  elected 
three,  and  each  of  the  thirty  Ciirue  three  more; 
which   compleated   the  number   of   an   hundred 
Senators^   who  were  to  be  at  the  fime  time  the 
King's  MIniderSj  and  the  Protedors  of  the  Peo- 
ple ; 
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pie :  Fun6tions  no  lefs  noble  than  hard  to  execute 
well. 

All  Affairs  of  Importance  were  brought   be- 
fore the   Senate.     The  Prince,  as  Head,   did  in- 
Liv.  1.  I.   deed  prefidc  in  itj  but  ftill  all  Queflions  were  de- 
^-  ^-  cided  by  Plurality  of  Voices,  and  he  had  no  more 

than  his  fingle  Vote,  like  a  private  Senator. 
Rome^  next  to  her  King  ,  faw  nothing  fo  great 
and  honourable  as  her  Senators  j  they  were  cal- 
led Fathers,  {P aires)  and  their  Defcendants  Pa- 
tricians^ the  Origin  of  the  firft  Nobility  among 
the  Rontans.  They  gave  the  Senators  this 
Name  of  Fathers,  either  upon  account  of  their 
Age,  or  the  Cares  they  underwent  tor  their  Fel- 
Cat.  low-Citizens.     "  Thofe  who  anciently  compofed 

Confp.       u  ^i^g  Council  of  the  Republic,  fays  Salnjl^  had 
^^  indeed   Bodies   enfeebled  by  Years,   but  their 
"  Minds  were  ftrengthned  by  Wifdom  and  Ex- 
"  perience.      All    Civil  and    Military    Dignities, 
thofe   of  the   Priefthood   itfelf,   belong'd   to   the 
Patricians^  exclufive  of  the  Plebeians.     The  Peo- 
ple indeed  had  private  Magillrates,   that  difpens'd 
Juftice  among  them  j   but   thofe   Magiftrates   re- 
ceived their  Orders  from  the  Senate,  which  was 
look'd  upon   to   be  the  fupream  and  living  Law 
of  the  State,  the  Guardian  and  Defender  of  their 
Liberty. 
The  Order      The  Romans^  after  having  eftabliflied  their  Se- 
ef  Knights,  ^ate,  made  another  Draught  out  of  each  Curia, 
J   °"'     ■    of  ten  Horfemen  •,   thele  were  called  Ccleres^   ei- 
ther from  their   firfl   Captain   whofc  Name  was 
Celer,   or  elfe  upon  account  of  their  Celerity  or 
Swiftnefs,  and  becaufe  they  fecmcd  to  fly  to  exe- 
cute the  Orders  they  received :  Romulus  made 
thefe   his  Guard.     They   fought   indifferently  on 
Foot  or  on  Horfe-back,  fays  Dionyfius  Halicarnaf- 
feui^   according  to  the  Occafion   and  Difpofition 
of  the  Ground,   not  unlike   our  Dragoons:  The 

State 
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-  found  them  aHorfe,  from  whence  they  were 
i  Equ/teSy  and  they  were  diftinguilli'd  by  a 
.  Ring ;  but  afterwards,  when  their  Number 
increafed,  this  military  Fun6tion  became  a 
■  Title  of  Honour,  and  the  Knights  were  no 
^  bound  to  be  Soldiers  than  the  other  Citizens, 
he  contrary,  we  (hall  fee  them  take  upon  them 
Heft  the  Tributes,  under  the  Name  of  Publi- 
and  to  farm  the  Revenues  of  the  Common- 
zhj  and  tho'  they  were  Plebeians^  they  were  a 
of  middle  Order  between  the  Patricians  and 
'eople. 

le  third  Order  of  the  State  confifted  of  the  Order  of 
ians.     Of  all  the  People  in  the  World,  the  ^^'  ^1^'="- 
left,  even  in  their  Original,  and  the  moft  jea-  ^^^' 
3f  their  Liberty,  were  the  Roman  Populace. 
is  lafl:  Order,  tho'  chiefly  made  up  of  Shep- 
and  Slaves,   wou'd  have  their  Share  in  the 
rnment  as  well  as  the  two  former.     It  was 
;hat  confirmed  the  Laws,   which  had  been 
ed  by   the   King  and   Senate  }   and   them-  P^°^'  ^' 
in  their  Aflemblies  gave  the  Orders  which     ^' 
:hemfclves  executed.      Every  thing  relating 
ace  and  War,  the  Creation  of  Magiftrates, 
le6tion  of  the  King  himfelf  depended  upon 
Suffrages .  The  Senate  only  refcrv'd  to  them- 
the  Power  of  approving  or  rejcfting  their 
nes,  which,  without  that  Reftraint  and  the 
Lnce  of  their   Wifdom,  wou'd   often  have 
:oo  precipitate  and  tumultuous. 
:h  was  the  fundamental  Conftitution  of  this 
,  neither  purely  Monarchical,   nor  entirely 
blican:  The  King,  the  Senate,  and  the  Peo- 
vere  in  a  fort  of  mutual  Dependance,   from 
ce  refulted  a  Balance  of  Authoriry  which  mo- 
'd  that  of  the  Prince,  and  at  the  Gme  rime 
•d  the  Power  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Liberty 
I  People.     . 

Romulus, 
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ne  Mean-      RoMULUs,   CO  prevent  the  DiviGons  which 
ing  °f^J--  Jealoury,  fo  natural  to  Mankind,  might  breed  be- 
Client.       tween  Citizens  of  one  and   the  fame   Republic, 
of  whom  feme  were  raifed  to  the  Degree  of  Se- 
nators, and  others  left  in  the  Order  oV  the  Peo- 
ple, endeavoured  to  engage  them  one  to  another 
Dion.  H.   by  reciprocal  Ties  and  Obligations.    The  Plebeians 
'•  2.  were  allow'd  to   chufe  Patrons  out  of  the  Body 

of  the  Senate,  who  were  oblig'd  to  aflift  them 
with  their  Advice  and  Pov/er;  and  they,  on 
their  Parts,  with  the  Name  of  Clients^  adhered 
upon  all  Occafions  to  the  Interefr  of  their  Pa- 
trons.  If  the  Senator  were  not  rich,  his  Clients 
contributed  tov/ards  the  Portions  of  his  Daugh- 
ters, to  the  Payment  of  his  Debts,  or  his  Ran- 
fom,  if  he  happened  to  be  taken  Prifoner  in 
War:  And  they  durll  not  refufe  him  their  Votes, 
if  he  flood  for  any  Publick  Office.  The  Patron 
and  Client  were  equally  reftraincd  from  appear- 
ing in  Courts  of  Jiiltice  as  Evidence  againil  each 
other.  Thefe  mutual  Obligations  came  in  time 
to  be  efteemed  fo  facred,  that  thofe  who  viola- 
ted them  were  reckoned  infamous  5  nay,  and  it 
was  lawful  to  kill  them,  as  Men  guilty  of  Sacri- 
lejre. 
Wlve^y  The  prudent  Regulations  in  the  Government  at- 

ask'd^and  traced  new  Citizcns  to i?c;/^^,  from  all  Parts.  Ro- 
rcpis d.  _fjuLUS  made  them  all  Soldiers,  and  already  his 
State  began  to  grow  formidable  to  its  Neighbours: 
The  Romans  wanted  nothing  but  Wives  to  fecure 
its  Duration :  Romulus  fent  Deputies  to  demand 
Intermarriage  with  the  Sabine s  and  the  neighbour- 
ing  Nations,  and  to  propofe  a  ilri(51:  Alliance  be- 
tween them  and  Rome.  The  Sabincs  poflefs'd  that 
Part  of  Italy  which  lies  between  ihtTyber^  the  Te- 
irron^  and  the  Jpennine :  They  inhabited  divers 
little  Towns,  fomc  of  which  were  governed  by 
petty  Princes-,  and  others  only  by  Magiftrates, 
by  way  of  Republic.     But   tho'  their  particular 

Govern- 
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Governments  were  different,  they  were  all  united 
in  a  kind  of  League  and  Community,  which  form- 
ed the  feveral  Societies  of  that  Nation  into  one 
State.  Thefe  People  were  the  moll  Warlike  of 
any  in  Italy^  and  bordered  nearcft  u'^on  Rome.  As 
they  began  to  think  R  o  m  u  l  u  s's  neW'  Settlement 
might  grow  dangerous,  they  rejei^led  this  Propofal 
of  the  Romans;  fome  of  them  added  Raillery  to 
their  Denial,  and  ask'd  their  Envoys,  Why  their 
Prince  did  not  open  -^wJfylum^  for  wandring  Wo-  Liv.  1.  i. 
men,  and  Slaves  of  that  Sex,  as  he  had  done  for  ^-  9- 
Men?  That  this  wou'd  be  their  only  way  to  make 
Marriages ,  wherein  neither  Party  cou'd  upbraid 
the  other. 

Romulus  heard  not  thisfharp  Anfwer  without 
the  quickell  Refentment  j  he  refolved  to  be  re- 
venged, and  to  take  away  the  Daughters  of  the 
SaUnes  by  Force.  He  communicated  his  Defign 
to  the  chief  among  the  Senate  j  and  as  moll  of 
them  were  brought  up  in  Rapine,  and  were  ufcd 
to  the  Maxim,  that  Whatever  they  cou'd  get 
by  Strength  was  their  o'wn^  they  beftow'd  the 
higheft  Praifcs  upon  aProjeft  fo  well  fitted  to  their 
Chara6ler  J  all  that  was  left  to  do,  was  to  find  a  Dion.  H. 
Way  to  fucceed  in  their  Enterprize :  R  o  m  u  l  u  s  1-  2- 
was  of  Opinion,  none  wou'd  do  better,  than  to 
celebrate  folemn  Games  at  Rome  in  honour  of 
Neptune  the  Creator  of  the  Horfe :  There  was  al- 
ways fome  what  of  Religion  in  thofe  Feftivals, 
which  were  prepar'd  by  Sacrifices,  and  never 
ended  without  feveral  kinds  of  Races,  Wreftling, 
and  the  like. 

Thofe  Sabines  that  lay  neareft  to  Rc?7^e  ran 
thither  in  great  Crowds,  upon  the  Day  appoint- 
ed for  that  Solemnity,  as  Romulus  forcHiw  they 
wou'd.  There  came  great  Number  of  Ceninenfes^ 
Criifluminians^  and  Antemnates^  with  their  Wives 
and  Children.  They  were  all  received  by  the  Ro- 
mans  with  great  Demonilrations  of  Joy  5   every 

Citizen 
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Citizen  had  his  Guell,  and  after  having  treated 
them  the  bed  they  cou'd,  conduced  and  placed 
them  conveniently,  where  they  might  fee  the 
Sports:  But  while  thefe  Strangers  were  taken  up 
with  the  Spectacle,  the  Romans^  by  Romulus's 
Order,  ruili'd.  Sword  in  Hand,  into  the  Aflem- 
bly,  took  away  all  their  Daughters,  and  turned 
the  Fathers  and  Mothers  out  oF  Rome  ,  who  com- 
plained in  vain  of  this  Violation  of  Hofpitality. 
Their  Daughters  at  firft  Ihed  Floods  of  Tears,  but 
at  lafb  they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  comforted  j 
Time  foften'd'the  Averfion  they  had  for  their  Ra- 
vifhers,  who  became  their  lawful  Husbands.  Mean 
V:efirft  while  this  Rape  of  the  Sahines  occafioned  a  War 
^^^^'  that  lailed  feveral  Years.  The  Ceninenfis  were  the 
firft  that  fliew'd  their  Refentmentj  they  entered 
the  Lands  of  the  Romans  in  Arms.  Romulus 
immediately  marched  againft  them,  defeated  them, 
killed  their  King  or  Captain,  called  Acron^  took 
their  City,  and  obliged  all  the  Inhabitants  to  fol- 
low him  lo  Rome^  where  he  gave  them  the  fame 
Rights  and  Privileges  as  were  enjoy*d  by  the  o- 
thcr  Citizens.  He  re-enter'd  Rome^  laden  with 
the  Arms  and  Spoils  o/  the  King,  whom  he  had 
flain,  whereof  he  made  a  kind  oi 'Trophy^  and  con- 
fecrated  it  to  Jupiter  Feretrius^  as  a  Monument  of 
Origin  of  his  Viftory :  The  Origin  of  the  Ceremony  of  the 
thcTn-  Triumph  among  the i?£i;;2^/W.  Tht  Antemnates  2Xidi 
"^  '  Crufiuminians  had  no  better  Fortune  than  the  Ceni' 
nenfes.  They  were  overcome;  Antemnes  and  Cru~ 
iftb  Tear  of  jlumimmn  were  taken.  Romulus  wou'd  not  de* 
E-omc.  ftroythem;  but  the  Country  being  fat  and  fruitful, 
he  fettled  in  it  two  Colonies,  which  ferved  for  a 
kind  of  advanced  Guard  on  that  fide,  againft  the 
Incurfions  of  his  other  Enemies.  1'atius  King  of 
the  Curetes  in  the  Country  of  the  Sahines  was  in- 
deed the  laft  that  took  Arms  j  but  he  was  not 
therefore  the  leaft  formidable:  he  furpris'd  the  City 
of  Rovw  by  Treachery,  and  penetrated  to  the  ve- 
5  ry 
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ry  Forum.  Here  there  was  a  very  obftinate  and 
bloody  Fight,  nor  cou'd  it  be  forefeen  which 
way  the  Victory  inclined,  when  the  Sabine  Wo- 
men, who  were  become  the  Wives  of  the  Ro' 
mans^  and  who,  mod  of  them,  had  Children  by 
them  already,  threw  themfelves  into  the  very 
midlt  of  the  Combatants,  and  by  their  Prayers 
and  Tears  fufpended  their  Animofity.  An  Ac- 
commodation was  agreed  uponj  the  two  Nati- 
ons made  Peace,  and  that  the  Union  might  be 
the  ftrider,  moft  of  thefe  SabineSy  wlro  before 
dwelt  only  about  the  Country,  or  in  fmall  Bo- 
roughs, came  and  fettled  at  Rome.  Thus  they, 
who  in  the  Morning  had  confpired  the  Deftrufti- 
on  of  that  City,  became,  e'er  Night,  its  Citi- 
zens and  Defenders.  Indeed  it  at  firft  coft  Romu-  ithYearof 
Lus  part  of  his  Sovereignty :  He  was  obliged  to  f^F^^^r^^^ 
admit  Tatius  into  a  Share  of  it  5  and  a  Hundred  ^tr//?f* 
of  the  nobleft  of  that  People  were  at  the  fame 
time  brought  into  the  Senate.  But  T'atius  being 
afterwards  killed  by  private  Enemies,  no  body 
was  appointed  to  fucceed  him:  Romulus  came 
again  into  the  Pofleflion  of  all  his  Rights,  and 
the  whole  Royal  Authority  returned  into  his  Per- 
fon. 

The  Sabme  Senators,  and  all  that  had  followed 
them,  grew  infcnfibly  Romans.  Rome  began  to 
be  look'd  upon  as  the  mod  powerful  City  in  Ita" 
ly,  before  the  end  of  Romulus's  Reign  it  con- 
tained Seven  and  Forty  Thoufand  Inhabitants, 
all  Soldiers,  all  infpired  with  the  fame  Spirit,  and 
whofe  only  View  was  to  preferve  their  own  Li- 
berty, and  to  make  themfelves  Vlafters  of  that  of 
their  Neighbours.  But  this  fierce  enterprifing 
Temper  made  them  lefs  obedient  to  the  Com- 
mands of  their  Prince  5  and  on  the  other  hand, 
the  fupream  Authority,  which  often  aims  at  no- 
thing but  its  own  Augmentation,  grew  fufpicious 
and  odious  in  the  Founder  of  the  State  himfelf. 

E  Romulus 
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Romulus  having  conquered  this  part  of  the  Sa- 
bine s,y  reigned  too  imperioufly  over  his  Subjefts,  a 
new  People,  who  tho'  they  were  indeed  willing 
to  obey  him,  yet  thought  it  reafonable  that  he 
himfelf  ihou'd  fubmitto  the  Laws  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  in  the  Eitablifhment  of  the  State. 
That  Prince,  on  the  contrary,  aflumed  to  himfelf 
alone  the  whole  Authority,  which  he  ought  to 
have  (liared  with  the  Senate  and  the  Aflembly  of 
the  People.  He  made  War  upon  thofe  of  Cameri- 
num^  Fidena  and  Veii^  little  Towns  comprifed  a- 
mong  the  fifty-three  different  People,  which  Pliny 
fays  inhabited  the  ancient  Latiuni^  but  fo  inconfi- 
derable,  that  they  fcarce  had  fo  much  as  a  Name, 
at  the  very  time  when  they  were  in  Being,  except 
Veii^  which  was  a  famous  City  in  I'ufcany.  Ro- 
mulus fubdued  thefe  People  one  after  the  other, 
took  their  Towns,  ruined  fome  of  them,  took  away 
part  of  the  Territory  of  others,  and  difpofed  of  it 
according  to  his  own  pleafure.  The  Senate  was 
offended  at  it,  and,  could  not  patiently  bear  that 
the  Government  fhou'd  be  turned  into  a  dire6l 
Monarchy.  They  rid  themfelves  of  a  Prince  that 
grew  too  abfolute.  Romulus  at  fifty- five  Years 
of  Age,  and  after  having  reigned  thirty-feven,  dif- 
appear'd ;  nor  was  it  ever  discovered  in  what  man- 
ner he  was  made  away  with.  The  Senate,  unwil- 
Img  to  have  it  thought  they  were  any  ways  con- 
cerned in  it,  raifed  Altars  to  him  after  his  Death, 
and  made  a  God  of  him  whom  they  cou'd  not 
endure  for  their  Sovereign. 

The  Royal  Authority  by  the  Death  of  Romu- 
lus was  loft  in  that  of  the  Senate.  The  Senators 
agreed  to  divide  it  among  themfelves,  and  each 
with  the  Title  of  Inter-rex^  governed  in  his  Turn 
five  Days,  and  enjoy'd  all  the  Honours  of  So- 
vereignty. This  new  Form  of  Government  laft- 
ed  a  whole  Year,  and  the  Senate  never  thought 

of 
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of  giving  theinfelves  a  new  Maftcr.     But  the  Peo-  Tit.  LW. 
pie,  who  found  that  this  Interregnum  only  increafed  j'  p,  ^  ^' 
the  Number  of  their  Lords,  loudly  demanded  to  Niuna 
have  it  at  an  End :   The  Senate  were  obliged  at  Pomp, 
laft  to  yield  up  an  Authority  which  they  cou'd 
hold   no  longer.      They    put    it   to    the   People, 
Whether  they  would  proceed  to  the  Eledion  of 
a  new   King,  or  only  chafe  annual  Magiilrates, 
that  fhou'd   hai'e   the  Government  of  the  State, 
The  People,  out  of  Refped  and  Deference  to  the 
Senate,  left  them  the  Choice  of  thofe  two  forts  of 
Government.     Several  Senators,  that  had  a  Relilh 
for  the  Pleafurc  of  feeing  no  Dignity  in  Rojyie  fu- 
perior  to  their  own,    inclin'd  to  the  Republican 
State  j  but  the  Chief  of  that  Body,  who  fecretly 
afpired  to  the  Crown,  got  it  determined  by  Plura- 
lity of  Voices,  That  no  Alteration  fliould  be  made 
in  the  Form  of  Government.     It  was  refolved  to 
proceed  to  the  Ele6lion  of  a  King  5  and  the  Se- 
nator that  during  this  Interregjmm  had  lall  perform- 
ed the  Office  o^  hter-rcx^  addrefling  himfelf  to  the 
People  in  full  Allembly,  fiid  to  them:   "  H,le6l:  ^^^^,  ^^^^ 
"  your  felves  a  King,  O  Romans^  the  Senate  givt  of  ek^iing 
"  their  Confent  ;   and  if  you  make  Choice  of  ixKitigi. 
"  Prince  worthy  to  fucceed  Romulus,   the  Se- 
*'  nate  will  confirm  him  in  that  fupream  Dignity." 
A  general  Aflembly  of  the  whole  Roman  People  Jjfembl-^ 
was  held  for  this  important  Elec^lion.    Wc  believe  of  the  Peo- 
it  will  not  be  unneceffiuy  to  obferve  liere,   that^^'^'  ^ 
this  Name,  Jjfemhly  of  the  People^  took  in  not  on- 
ly Plebeians^  but  alfo  the  Senators,  Knights,  and 
all  the  Roman  Citizens  in  general  that  had  right  of 
Suffrage,  of  all  Ranks  and  all  Conditions.     They 
were  the  general  States  of  the  Nation,  and  they 
were  called  JJ/emblies  of  the  People^   becaufe  the 
Voices  being  reckoned  by  talc,  tht  Plebeians^  alone 
more  numerous  than  the  two  other  Orders  of  the 
State,  generally  had  the  Deciflon  of  all  Afl'airs  5 
which,   however,   in  thofe  early  Times,   v/as  of 
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no  Effe6l,  but  as  their  Decrees  were  afcewards  ap- 
proved by  the  Senate :  Such  was  then  the  Form 
obferved  in  Elc(5lions :  There  were  great  Contefts 
about  that  of  RoiMulus's  Succeflbr. 

The  Senate  confided  of  old  Senators,  and  of  the 
new  ones  that  had  been  added  to   them  in  the 
Reign  of  Tatil  s  $  this  made  two  Parties.    The 
old  ones  demanded  a  Romany  the  Sahines^  who 
had  been  without  any  King  of  their  own  fince 
Tatius,  were  for  having  one  of  their  own  Nati- 
on.    At  length,  after  great  Difputes,  they  agreed, 
that  the  old  Senators  fhou'd  name  the  King  of 
Rome^  but  that  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  chufe 
-i^f^thYear  him  from  among  the  Sabines.     Their  Choice  fell 
^Rome.   upon  a  Sabine  of  the  Town  of  Cures  ^  but  who 
commonly  dwelt  in  the  Country.     His  Name  was 
L^yy         NuMA  PoMPiLius,  a  Man  of  Virtue,  Wifdom, 
Dion. Hal.  Moderation  and  Equity,  but  no  great  Soldier;  fo 
Plut,         that  not  being  able  to  get  any  Reputation  by  his 
Courage,  he  fought  to  diftinguifli  himfelf  by  the 
Nuraa.      Virtues  of  Peace.     He  laboured  during  his  whole 
Ht  irtfii-    Reign,  with  the  Opportunity  of  a  long  Ceflation 
turn  Reli-  ^^^^  War,  to  turn  the  Minds  of  the  Romans  to 
^""^"         Religion,  and  to  infpire  them  with  a  great  Fear  of 
the  Gods.     He  built  new  Temples,  he  inftituted 
Feftivals  j  and  as  the  Anfwers  of  Oracles,  and  the 
Predi6Vions  of  the  Augurs  and  Arufpices^  made  the 
whole  Religion  of  that  rough  People,  he  found  it 
no  hard  Matter  to  perfwade  them  that  the  fame 
Deities  which  foretold  what  would  happen,  whe- 
ther happy  or  unhappy,  might  as  well  caufe  the 
Happinefs  or  Unhappinefs  they  foretold :  A  Vene- 
ration for  thofe  fuperior  Beings,  who  were  fo  much 
the  more  aweful  as  they  were  lefs  known,  was  the 
Confequence  of  thefe  Prejudices.     i?o;«^  infenfibly 
grew  full  of  Superftitions ;  the  State  made  them 
part  of  their  Policy,  and  employ'd  them  with  Suc- 
cefs,  to  keep  within  the  Bounds  of  Submiflion  a 

People 
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People  yet  fierce  and  unpoliflied.     It  now  became 
unlawful  to  undertake  any  thing  that  concerned 
the  State,  without  confulting  thofc  falfe  Deities 5 
and  N  u  M  A,  to  give  Authority  to  thofe  pious  In- 
flitutions,  and  gain  himfelf  theRefpe^b  of  the  Peo- 
ple, pretended  to  have  receiv'd  them  from  a  Nymph 
called  Egeria^  who  he  faid  had  revealed  to  him  the 
Manner  in  which  the  Gods  delighted  to  be  ferved. 
His  Death,  after  a  Reign  of  forty-three  Years,  left  7'ear  of 
the  Crown  to  Tuli.us  Hostilius,   whom  the  Rome  81. 
Romans  chofe  for  the  third  Kine  of  Rome.     He  J"!|"! 
was  a  Prince  ambitious,  bold,  entcrprmng,  a  grea- 
ter Lover  of  War  than  of  Peace,  and  who  upon 
RoMULus's  Plan  refolvcd  to  pieferve  his  State  only 
by  new  Conquells. 

If  the  peaceful  Condu6V  of  Numa  was  fervice-  Szdn^r 
able  to  ihe Romans,  in  foftning  the  rugged  Savage-  "f^^^^- 
nefs  of  their  Manners,  the  bold  undertaking  Cha- 
racter of  Tur.Lus,  was  no  lefs  neceflary  in  a  State 
founded  by  Violence  and  Force,  and  furrounded 
by  Neighbours  jealous  of  its  Eftablifhmcnt.     The 
People  of  the  City  of  M':fa  fhew'd   the  greateft  ff^ar  a- 
Animofity,  tho'  mod  of  the  Romans  \jt\Q.  ox\g\-S'''"Ji  t^^ 
nally  derived  from  them,  and  JWa  was  look'd  up-  ^^^^"*- 
on  as  the  Metropolis  of  all  Latium.    Divers  Caufes 
of  mutual  Complaint,  very  common  between  neigh- 
bouring States,   kindled   the  War 5   or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly.  Ambition  only,  and  a  Spirit  of  Con- 
queft,  puflied  them  on  to  Arms.      The  Romans 
and  Albans  took  the  Field.     As  they  were  neat 
Neighbours,  the  two  Armies  were  not  long  before 
they  met.     It  was  now  no  Secret  that  they  were 
going  to  fight  for  Empire  and  for  Liberty. 

As  they  were  juft  ready  to  engage,  the  General  ^°^^^^i'^- 
of  Alha,  whether  he  feared  the  Succefs  of  the  Bat-  r^^''  ^-^ 
tel,  or  whether  he  was  defirous  only  to  fpare  the  anPoLn' 
Effufion  of  Blood,  propofed  to  the  King  of  ieo;;?^  atiL 
to  refer  the  Deftiny  of  both  Nations  to  three 
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Combatants    of    each    Side,    and    that    Empire 
fhoii'd  be   the   Prize   of  the  conquering   Party. 
The   Propofal    was    accepted  j    the   Ro}?ians  and 
Jlbans  named  three  Champions  each ;  every  Bo- 
dy fees  I  fpeak  of  the  Horat'ii  and    the  Curiatii. 
Dion. Hal.  I  fliall  not  enter  into  the  Particulars  of  this  Com- 
1.  3.  Liv.    batj    the  three  Curiatii  and    two  of  the  Horatii. 
Dec.  i.l.    i^gji  -j^  ^.j^jj  celebrated  Duel,  ^ndi  Rome  triumph'd 
i-c.  25.,    j.|^^^,  ^^^  Courage   and   Policy  of  the   furviving 
Horatius.     The   Roman  returning   into  the  City 
^'^''  "f      laden  with  the  Arms  and  Spoils  of  his  Enemies,, 
Rome  87.  j^gj.  j^-^  Sifter,   who   was   to   have  been  married 
to  one  of  the  Curiatii.     Seeing  her  Brothe^  dref- 
fed  in  her  Lover's   Coat  of  Armour  which  The 
herfelf  had  wrought,  llie  cou'd   not  contain  her 
Grief 3  fhe  {bed  a  Flood  of  Tears,  fhe  tore  her 
Hair,  and  in  the  Tranfports  of  her  Sorrow  utter- 
ed the  mod  violent  Imprecations  againil  her  Bro- 
ther., 

Horatius^  warm  with  his  Victory,  and  enraged 
at  the  Grief  which  his  Sifter  cxprefs'd  with  fuch 
unfeafonable  Paffion  in  the  midft  of  the  publick 
Jov,  in  the  Heat  of  his  Anger,  ran  his  Sword  thro* 
her  Body  :  "  Begon  to  thy  Lover,  y^jj  be^  and  car- 
"  ry  him  that  degenerate  Paftion  which  makes 
*'  thee  prefer  a  dead  Enemy  to  the  Glory  of  thy 
*'  Country."  Every  Body  detefted  an  Adion  fo 
cruel  and  inhuman.  The  Murderer  was  imme- 
diately feiz'd  and  drag'd  before  the  Duumviri^ 
the  proper  Judges  of  ilich  Crimes;  Horatius  was 
condemned  to  lofe  his  Life,  and  the  very  Day 
of  his  Triumph  had  been  that  of  his  Puniih- 
ment,  if  he  had  not,  by  the  Advice  of  Tullus 
HosTiLius,  appeal'd  from  that  Judgment  to  the 
AfTembly  of  the  People.  He  appcar'd  there  with 
the  fame  Courage  and  Refolution  that  he  had 
fhewn  in  his  Combat  with  the  Curiatii.  The 
People  thought  fo  great  a  Service  might  juftly 
^xcwk  them,  if  for  once  they  moderated  the  Ri- 
gor 
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gor  of  theLaw:  Horatius  was  acquitted,  rather,  Horatius 
■  lays  Livy^  thro'  Admiration  of  his  Courage,  than  ^'^i^"^^^^- 
for  the  Juftice  of  his  Caufe.     We  related   this  ^. 
Event  only  to  prove,  by  the  Advice  which  theMilonc. 
King  of  Rome   gave  to  Horatius .^   to   appeal   to 
the—People,  that   the  Authority  of  that  Aflem-' 
bly  v/as  fuperior  to  the  Prince,  and  that  in  the 
Concurrence  of  the  King  and  the  feveral  Orders 
of  the   State  lay   the  true   Sovereignty   of  that 
Nation. 

The  Affair  of  Horatius  being  ended,  the  King 
of  Rorde  turned   his  Thoughts  upon  making  his 
Authority   acknowledg'd   in   the  City  of  Alba^ 
according    to   the   Conditions    of  the   Combat, 
which  adjudged   the   Empire  and   Dominion  to 
the  Conquerors.     That  Prince,  in  the  Spirit  and  P'^*^-  ^^^■ 
Maxims  of  Romulus,  deflroy'd  the  City,  and  re- 
moved the  Inhabitants  to  Rome:   There  x\\cy  xt- ^ythTear 
ceived  the  Privileges  of  Citizens,  and  the  Princi- e/"Rome. 
pal  of  them  were  admitted  into  the  very  Senate : 
Such  were  the  Julii^  the  Ser'uilii^  the  ^intii^  the  Dion.Hal. 
Geganiiy  the  Curiatit^  and  the  Clelii^  whole  Defcen-^-  3- 
dants  afterwards  rofe  to  the  chief  Offices  of  the 
State,  and  perform'd  very  great  Services  for  the 
Commonwealth,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter.     Tul- 
Lus  HosTiLius  having  ftrengthencd  Rome  by  this 
Addition  of  Inhabitants,  turned  his  Arms  againft 
the  Sabine s. 

The  Particulars  of  that  War  are  not  to  my  Sub-  Tear  of 
jedi  I  {hall  only  fay  that  this  Prince,  after  having  ^°™^ 
gained  various  Advantages  over  the   Enemies  Qf^'^' 
Rome^  died  in  the  thirty-fecondYear  of  his  Reign} 
Angus  Martius,  Grandfon  of  Numa,  was  eleft- Ancus 
ed  in  the  room  of  Hostilius,  by  the  AfTembly  of  ^^^^^"^* 
the  People,  and  the  Senate  afterwards  confirm'd  Rome 
this  new  Eledion.  114. 

As  this  Prince  derived  all  his  Glory  from  hisj)iQ^fl22 
Grandfather,   he  applied  himfelf  to   imitate   his  1.3, 
pacific  Virtues,  and  his  Refped  for  Religion. 

E  4  He 
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He  ihftituted  feveral  facred  Ceremonies  that  were 
always  to  precede  Declarations  of  War  j  but  thefe- 
pious  Regulations,  which  were  better  Proofs  of 
his  Juftice  than  of  his  Valour,  made  him  contem- 
ptible among  the  neighbouring  Nations.     Rome 
quickly  faw  her  Frontiers  laid  wafte  by  the  Incur- 
fions  of  the  Latins^  and  Angus  found  by  his  own 
Experience,  tha:  a  Throne  requires  other  Virtues 
than  Piety.     Neverchelefs,  to  keep  ftill  up  to  his 
Fccialis;    Chara6ber,   before  he  took  Arms,  he  fent  to  the 
the  Fun-     Enemy  a  Herald,  called  by  the  Romans  Fecialis\ 
aions  of    this  Herald  bore  a  Spear  headed  with  Steel,  as  the 
Its  Office.  B^jgg  of  his  Commillion.     Being  come  to  the 
Liv.  Dec.  Frontiers,  he  cried  with  a  loud  Voice,  "  Hear  Ju- 
1.1.  i-c.  ^^  piter^  and  thou  Juno.,  hear  ^irinus,  hear  ye 
24-  Cj- 1-  «  Gods  of  Heaven,  of  Earth,  and  of  Hell,  I  call 
A  GclT  "'V^  ^^  witnefs  that  the  Latin  Nation  is  unjuftj 
1 6,  c.  4.    "  and  as  that  Nation  has  injured  the  Roman  Pco- 
*'  pie,  the  Roman  People  and  f,   with  the  Con- 
''  fent  of  the  Senate,  declare  War  againft  them.** 
We  fee  by  this  Form   of  Words,  preferved 
by  Livy^  that  the  Name  of  the  King  was  not 
fo  much  as  mention'd,  and  that  all  was  done  in 
the  Name,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  People  -, 
that  is  to  fay,  of  the  whole  Body  of  the  Nati- 
on. 

This  War  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful,  than  it  was 

juft.     Angus   defeated   the  Enemy,  ruined  their 

Towns,  removed   the  Inhabitants  to  Rome,  and 

added  their  Territory  to  the  Dominions  of  that 

City. 

Tarquin         Tarquin  the  Firfi,  or  thej^ncient,  tho'  a  Stran- 

/be  Jnci'    gg,.^  ^^x.tx  the  Death  of  Angus,  came  to  the  Crown, 

'"''  which  he   purchafed  by  the  generous   Aflirtance 

year  of     he  had  formerly  given  to  the  Chief  among  the 

Rome       People.     It  was  to  keep  their  Affe£bion,  and  to 

*38>         reward  his  Creatures,   that  he  brought  a  Hun- 

Dion.  Hal.  ^^^^  of  them  into  the  Senate  5  but  that  he  might 

1. 3/  not 
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noc  confound  the  different  Orders  of  the  State, 
he  made  them  Patricians^  according  to  Dionyfius  Dion.  Hal, 
oi  HalicarnaJJms^   before  he  raifed  them  to   the  ^- 3- p- 199- 
Dignity  of  Senators,  who  were  now  increafed  to  ris"ni^ft^-'* 
the  Number  of  Three  Hundred;   at  which  they  bus. 
ftay'd   for  feveral    Ages.     It   will  perhaps  feem 
ftrange,  that  in  a  State  governed  by  a  King  af- 
fifted  by  a  Senate,  all  Laws,  Decrees,  and  theRe- 
fult  of  all  Deliberations  ihou'd  conftantly  pafs  in 
the  Name  of  the  People,  without  the  leaft  men-  The  Peoples 
tion  of  the  Prince  that  reigned  >  but  we  are  to  ^^'a'^^- 
remember,  that  this  generous  People  had  referved 
the  greateft  Share  of  the  Government  to  them- 
felves.     No  Refolution  was  taken,  either  for  Peace 
or  \¥ar,   but  in  their  AfTemblies  j   they  were  ia 
thofe  Times  called  AfTemblies  by  Curi^:  becaufe  .^ 

they  were  to  confift  only  of  the  Inhabitants  of  \ 
Romcy  divided  into  thirty  Curiae :  In  thefe  they 
chofe  their  Kings,  their  Magidrates,  and  their 
Priefls ;  made  Laws,  and  adminiftred  Juflice. 
'Twas  the  King,  with  the  Confent  of  the  Senate,  , 
that  conven'd  thefe  AfTemblies,  and  by  a  Senatus- 
confiiltum  fix'd  the  Day  when  they  fhou'd  be  held, 
and  the  Matters  which  fhou'd  be  debated  in 
them.  A  Second  Senatusconfultum  was  required 
to  confirm  what  they  had  decreed;  the  Prince 
or  chief  Magiflrate  preflded  at  thefe  AfTemblies, 
which  were  always  preceded  by  Aufpices  and  Sa- 
crifices, whereof  the  Patricians  were  the  fole  Mi- 
niflers. 

But  neverthelefs,  as  all  was  decided  in  thefe  Af^ 
fcmblics  by  Plurality  of  Voices,  and  the  Votes 
were  counted  by  talc,  the  Plebeians  always  carried 
it  againfl  the  Senate  and  Patricians ;  Co  that  they 
had  a  much  greater  Share  in  all  Decrees  than  the 
Senate  and  Nobles. 

ServiusTullius,  Sixth  King  of  Romr^  a  Scrvius 
Prince  entirely  Republican  notwithflanding  his  Dig-  J"^^^"^' 
nity,  but  who  cou'd  not  bear  to  fee  the  Govern-  Rome 
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Dion.  Hal.  meat  depend  thus  upon  the  dregs  of  the  People,  re- 
n^  ^r  ^'^^^^^  ^^  transfer  all  the  Authority  into  the  Bo- 
c  &.%.  '  '  ^y  "^  ^^^^  Nobility  and  Patricians  y  where  he 
hoped  to  meet  with  jufter  Views,  and  lefs  Pafli- 
on.  The  Enterprize  was  attended  with  very  great 
Difficulties  i  he  had  to  do  with  a  People,  of  the 
World  the  moll  haughty,  and  moll  jealous  of 
their  Rights  $  and  to  bring  them  to  remit  part 
thereof,  he  mull  deceive  them  with  the  Bait  of 
fomc  Advantage  more  conliderable.  The  Romans^ 
in  thofe  Times,  paid  certain  Impofts  by  Head  into, 
the  public  Treafuryj  and  as  at  the  beginning 
every  Man's  Fortune  was  much  upon  an  Equality, 
they  had  all  been  fubje6led  to  the  fame  Tribute, 
^vhich  they  continued  to  pay  upon  the  fame 
Equality,  tho'  Succellion  of  Time  had  made  great 
Difference  between  the  Ellates  of  fome  and  of 
others. 
Servius  Servius,  to  blind  the  People,  and  to  know 

^fi^^^^fif  the  Strength  of  his  State,  reprefented  in  an  Af- 
fcmbly,  that  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Rome  and  their  Riches  being  confiderably  in- 
creafed  by  the  Multitude  of  Strangers  that  had 
fettled  in  the  City,  he  did  not  think  it  jull 
that  a  poor  Citizen  Ihou'd  contribute  to  the 
public  Expence  as  much  as  the  richell  5  that 
thofe  Impoiitions  ought  to  be  proportioned  to 
every  Man's  Ability ;  but  that  in  order  to  get 
an  exad:  Knowledge  of  this  Particular,  all  the 
Citizens,  upon  the  greatell  Penalties,  fhould 
be  obliged  to  give  in  a  faithful  Account  of 
what  they  were  worth,  to  ferve  as  a  Rule  to 
the  Commiffioners  which  the  AlTembly  of  the 
People  fhou'd  appoint  to  fettle  this  Propor- 
tion. 

The  People,  who  fiw  in  this  Propofal  nothing 
but  their  own  Eafe,  received  it  with  great  Ap- 
plaufes  i  and  the  whole  AlTembly,  with  unani- 
mous Confent,  gave  t;hQ  King  Power  to  cltablifli 
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in   the   Government   whatever  Order   he  jfhou'd 
think  mod  agreeable  to  the  Good  of  the  PubHc. 
That  Prince,   to  efFed  his  Purpofe,  firll  divided 
all  the  Inhab'tants  of  the  City,   without  Diftin- 
diion   of  Birth   or   Rank,  into   four  'Tribes^   cal- 
led the  'Tribes  of  the  City.     He  difpofed  into  fix 
and  twenty  other  Tribes  the  Citizens  that  dwtXi 
in   the    Country   and   Territory  of   Rome.     He  ^hat  the 
then  inftituted   the   Cenfus.,  which   was   nothing  p'?A-' 
more  than  a  Lift  or  Roll  of  all  the  Roman  Citi- 
zens,   containing  their   Age,   Subftance,   Pro- 
fefiion,  the  Name  of  their  Tribe  and  Curia,  and 
the  Number  of  their  Children  and  Slaves.     There 
was  found  to  be  then  in  Rome  and  its  Territory,  Pabius 
above  fourfcore   thoufand  Citizens  uble  to  bear  ^i^ox. 
Arms. 

Se  Rvi  u  s  divided  this  great  Number  into  fix  The  ClaJJet 
Clafles,  compofing  each  Clafs  of  divers  Centu- ^^^'''^^-^-^ 
hes  of  Foot.     He  put  into  the  firft  Clafs  four-  'f^tlX..     V^ 

A*  ^">  •  -I'll  1*         1  1  y  ocrvius. 

Icore  Centuries,  into  which  he  admitted  none  but  Dion.  H. 
Senators,  Patricians,  or  Men  remarkable  for  their  1- 3-  Liv. 
Wealth  5   and   each  was   to   be  worth  at  leaft  a^^'^Y^-*.* 
Hundred  Mince .^    or   Ten   Thoufand   Drachma -^ ^^^^l^^'^' 
which   in   thofe   Days   might  amount  to  fome- 
what  more  than  a  Thoufand  Crowns  of  our  Mo- 
ney 5    in  which  however  I  dare  not  be  too  pofi- 
tive,   becaufe  of   the  Difference  of  Opinions  a- 
mong  the  Learned,  about  the  Value  and  Varia- 
tion of  their  Coins.     We   are  not  more  certain 
whether  each  Century  of  this  firft  Clafs  con fift- 
ed   of  a   Hundred  effective  Men:   On  the  con- 
trary, there  is  ground  to  believe  that  S  e  rv  i  u  s, 
in  the  View  of  multiplying  the  Suffrages  of  the 
Patricians,  increafed  the  Number  of  their  Centu- 
ries} and  he  concealed   this  fecret-  Defign,  un- 
der the  fpecious  Pretence  that  the  Patricians  being 
richer  than  the  Plebeians,  one  Century  made  up 
of  a  fmall  Number  of  that  chief  Order  ought  to 
4  contri- 
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contribute  as  much   to  the  Charges  of  the  State, 
as  a  com  pleat  Century  of  Plebeians. 

Thefe  fourfcore  Companies  of  the  firfl:  Clafs  were 
divided  into  two  Orders.  The  firft  confiding  of 
the  moft  ancient,  all  above  forty  five  Years  old, 
were  allotted  for  the  Guard  and  Defence  of  the 
City  5  and  the  other  forty  Companies,  made  up  of 
thofe  from  feventeen  to  five  and  forty,  were  to 
march  into  the  Field,  and  go  to  War.  They  had 
all  the  fame  Arms  Offenfive  and  Defenfive:  The 
Offenlive  were  the  Javelin,  the  Pike  or  Halberd, 
and  the  Sword  j  and  their  Defenfive  Arms  were 
the  Head-piece,  the  Cuirafs,  and  the  Cuifles  of 
Brafs. 

They  difpos'd  likewife  under  this  firft  Clafs  all 
the  Cavalry,  whereof  they  made  eighteen  Cen- 
turies, confifting  of  the  richelt  and  chief  Men  of 
the  City.  To  thefe  were  added  two  other  Centu- 
ries of  Artificers,  who  followed  the  Camp  unarm- 
ed 5  and  whofe  Bufinel^  was  to  prepare  and  manage 
the  Machines  of  War. 

The  Second  Clafs  confided  but  of  twenty  Cen- 
turies, and  of  thofe  that  were  worth  at  leafl  three- 
fcore  and  fifteen  M;W,  that  is  to  faj',  fomewhar 
more  than  two  thoufandLivres.  They  ufed  much 
the  fame  Arms  as  the  Citizens  of  the  firfl  Clafs, 
and  were  diflinguifh'd  only  by  the  Difference  of 
their  Shield. 

There  was,  in  like  manner,  but  twenty  Centu- 
ries in  the  Third  Clafs,  and  a  Man  was  required  to 
have  at  leafl  fifty  Min^^  that  is  to  fay,  fomewhat 
more  than  Five  Hundred  French  Crowns,  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  it. 

The  Fourth  Clafs  was  compofed  of  the  fame 
Number  oi  Centuries  as  the  two  former  j  and  thofe 
that  were  placed  in  this  Clafs  were  to  be  worth 
at  leail  twenty  ^stMirne^  or  about  Seven  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Livres. 


There 
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There  were  thirty  Centuries  in  the  Fifth  Clafs,  Fif^^ 
in  which  were  placed  all  thofe  that  had  at  lead  twelve  ^''"•Z'* 
Min^  and  an  half,  or  fomewhat  more  than  Three 
Hundred  Livres.     Their  only  Arms  were  Slings, 
and  generally  they  fought  out  of  Rank,  and  upon 
the  Wings  of  the  Army. 

The  Sixth  Clafs  had  but  one  Century,  which  Sixt^ 
indeed  could  not  fo  properly  be  called  a  Centu-  ^^'^A 
ry,  as  a  confufed  Multitude  of   poor  Citizens.  ^^  ^    o 
They  were  called  Proktaril^  as  being  no  other- 
ways  ufeful   to  the  Republic,   than  by  Stocking 
it  with  Children  {Proles^  in  Latin)   or  Exempts^ 
becaufe  they  were  excufed  from  going  to  War  and 
paying  Taxes. 

Under  the  Second  Clafs,  were  comprifed  two  Dion.  H. 
Centuries  of  Carpenters  and  Artificers  of  warlike  *•  4- 
Machines,  and  there  were  two  others  of  Trum- 
peters joined  to  the  Fourth  Clafs.  All  thefe  Claf- 
fes  were  divided,  like  the  Firft,  into  the  old  Men, 
who  ftayed  at  home  for  the  Defence  of  the  City  j 
and  the  young  Men,  who  formed  the  Legions  that 
■were  to  march  into  the  Field.  Thefe  made  in  all, 
One  Hundred  Fourfcore  and  Thirteen  Centuries, 
each  commanded  by  a  Centurion  of  dillinguifh'd 
Experience  and  Valour. 

S  E  RV I  u  s  having  eftablifh'd  this  Diilin6lion  a-  Policy  of 
mong  the  Citizens  of  the  fime  Republic,  ordain-  Servius  to 
ed  that  the  People  ihou'd  be  afTcmbled  by  Cen-  'p'J"ff/,^,^ 
tunes,  whenever    there  was  Occafion    to  dtOi  iheGo-"'^ 
Magillrates,  make  Laws,   declare  War,  or  exa-  vcmmenu 
mine  into  Crimes  committed  againfl:  the  Common- 
wealth, or  againft  the  Privileges  of  any  Order. 
The  Aflembly  was  to  be  held  out  of  the  City, 
in  the  Field  of  Mars.     It  belonged  to  the  Sove- 
reign  or  Prime  M-agiftrate  to  call  thefe  Aflem- 
blies,  as  well  as  the  Curia  5  and  all  Deliberations 
were  here  too  preceded  by  Aufpices,  which  gave 
great  Authority   to  the   Prince    and  Patricians, 

who 
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who  were  vefted  with  the  chief  Offices  of  the 
Prieflhood.  It  was  farther  agreed,  that  the  Votes 
ihould  be  gathered  by  Centuries,  whereas  before 
they  were  reckoned  by  Talej  and  that  the  four- 
fcore  and  eighteen  Centuries  of  the  Firll  Clafs 
'  fhou'd  give  their  Votes  firft.     Servius,  by  this 

Regulation,  artfully  conveyed  the  whole  Autho- 
rity of  the  Government  into  this  Body,  made 
up  of  the  Great  Men  of  Rome  >  and  without  o* 
penly  depriving  the  Plebeians  of  their  Right  of 
Suffrage,  he,  by  this  Divifion,  made  it  of  no 
XJk  to  them.  For,  the  whole  Nation  confift- 
ing  but  of  One  Hundred  Fourfcore  and  Thirteen 
Centuries,  and  Fourfcore  and  Eighteen  of  thefe 
being  in  the  Firlt  Clafs  j  if  there  were  but  Four- 
Dion.  Hal.  fcore  and  Seventeen  of  the  fame  Opinion  j  that  is 
1-  4-  to  fay,   one  above  half  of  the  Hundred   Four- 

fcore  and  Thirteen ,  the  Affair   was   concluded : 
And  then  the  Firft  Clafs,   compofed,  as  we  faid 
before,  of  the   chief  Men  in  Rome^   had  alone 
the  making  of  all  public   Decrees:   But  if  nny 
The  d iff e-    Voices   were  wanting,    and    fome   Centuries   of 
renceofthe  the*-  firft  Clafs   were   not   of  the  fame  Opinion 
cfriL^W^^-^^   the  reft,  then   they   called   in   the  fecond 
Centuries.  Clafs,  and  when  thefe  two  Claffes  were  of  the 
fame  Mind,  it  was  utterly  unneceffary  to  proceed 
to  the   third.      Thus    the   common   People  had 
r^  not  the  leaft  Power  when   the  Votes  were   ga- 

thered by  Centuries,  whereas  when  they  were 
taken  by  Curiae  ^  the  Voices  being  reckoned  by 
their  Number,  the  meancft  Plebeian  had  as  much 
Weight  as  the  greateft  Senator:  After  this  the 
Affemblies  by  CuriiC  were  only  held  for  the  Ele- 
ction of  the  Flamens,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Priefts 
of  Jupiter^  Mars,  and  Romulus,  and  to  chufe  the 
chief  Cuno,  and  fome  Under-Magiftratesj  which 
we  ftiall  fpcak  of  in  their  proper  Place.  We 
were  fo  particular  in  our  Account  of  this  new 
Plan  of  Government,  only  becaufe,  without  the 

Know- 
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Knowledge  of  this,  it  would  be  difficult  to  undcr- 
iland  what  we  fliall  hereafter  relate,  of  the  Con- 
tefls  which  arofe  between  the  Senate  and  the  Peo- 
ple, concerning  the  Government, 

The  Royalty,  after  this  Eilablifhmenr,  appear'd  Serviusr^ 
to   Servius   to   be   a  Dignity  entirely  impe^ti--/^J^,'^^  ^^ 
nent  and   unnecefl^uy  in  a  State  almoft  Republi- ^^^'^^^^ 
can.     It  is  faid,  that  to  compleat  his  Work,  and  dty 
to  reftore  the  Romans  to  full  Pofleffion  of  their 
Liberty,   he  had  generoufly  refol.ved  to  abdicate 
the  Throne,  and  to  make  the  Government  a  per- 
fect Commonwealth,  under  the  Direction  of  two 
Annual  Magiftrates,   who  fhou'd  be  elected  in  a  jj.  ibid. 
general  AHembly  of  the  Roman  People.     But  this  Servius// 
heroic  Defign  was  fruftrated  by  the  Ambition  of  kiWd. 
Tarqjjin  the  Proud ^   Servius's  Son-in-Law, 
who  being  impatient   to   reign,   caufed  his  King 
and  his  Father-in-Law  to  be  aflaflinated.     He  at  Tarquin 
the   fame   time   took   PofTeffion   of  the   Throne,  King. 
without  fo  much  as  the  Form  of  an  Eledion,  with-  y^^^'  ^ 
out  confulting  either  Senate  or  People  j  and  as  if  ^i^g"^ 
the  fupream  Power  had  been  his  hereditary  Right, 
or  a  Conqueil  which  he  had  won  by  his  Courage 
and  Valour. 

An  Action  fo  inhuman,  made  him  be  look'd  Tear  of 
upon  with  Horror  by  all  good  Men.  His  Am-  Rome 
bition  and  Cruelty  were  equally  detelled  ;  at  *^^' 
once  a  Parricide  and  a  Tyrant,  he  had  robbed 
both  his  Father-in-Law  of  Life,  and  his  Coun- 
try of  Liberty :  And  as  he  had  afcended  the 
Throne  by  this  double  Crime,  he  maintained 
himfelf  in  it  by  frefh  Violences.  He  neverthe- 
lefs  behaved  himfelf  at  firil  in  his  Tyranny  with 
a  great  deal  of  Cunning  j  he  fccured  the  Army, 
which  he  look'd  upon  to  be  the  firmcll  Support 
of  his  Power:  Haughty  and  cruel  in  Royite^  and 
to  thofe  who  were  powerful  enough  to  oppofe 
his  Defignsi  but  mild,  humane,  and  even  fami- 
liar in  his  Army  and  with  the  Soldiers.  He  re- 
warded 
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Dion.  Hal.  warded  them  magnificently,  and  more  than  once 
J-  4-  gave  them  the  Towns  of  the  Enemy  for  Plunder. 

He  feem'd  to  make  War  only  to  enrich  them, 
whether  he  feared  their  Strength,  if  fufFered  to 
keep  together  at  home,  or  whether  he  did  it  to 
gain  from  them  the  more  Affeftion  to  his  Perfon 
and  Interefts.  He  beautified  the  City  with  feveral 
public  Edifices  J  and  as  his  Workmen  were  dig- 
ging the  Foundation  of  a  Temple,  they  found, 
deep  in  the  Earth,  a  Man's  Head  ftill  covered  with 
Fleih,  which  had  remained  without  Corruption  > 
'The  Capi'  this  gave  the  Name  of  Capitol  to  that  Temple, 
tol  built,  and  the  Diviners  and  Augurs,  who  drew  advanta- 
geous Confequences  from  the  leaft  Events,  hence 
took  Occafion  to  declare,  that  Rome  ihou'd  one 
Day  be  Miftrefs  of  the  World,  and  the  Capital  of 
the  Univerfe. 
TarquinV  Tarqjjin  himfelf  overfaw  all  thefe  Works, 
:jrann3,  conllantly  attended  by  a  Band  of  Soldiers,  that 
ferved  for  Guards  and  Spies  at  the  fame  time. 
Thefe  Slaves  of  the  Tyrant,  being  difperfed  into  dif- 
ferent Parts  of  the  City,  carefully  watch'd  if  any 
fecret  Confpiracy  were  forming  againft  him.  The 
fligbteft  Sufpicion  was  puniflied  with  Death,  or 
at  leaft  with  Exile.  Several  of  the  chief  Sena- 
tors of  Rome  were  made  away  with  by  private 
Orders,  for  no  other  Crime,  than  having  dared 
to  bewail  the  Mifery  of  their  Country.  He  fpared 
not  Marcus  Junius  himfelf,  who  had  mar- 
ried a  Tarquinia^  Daughter  of  'Tarquin  the  Ancient^ 
but  whom  he  fufpcfted  upon  accoimt  of  his 
Riches.  He  had  him  put  to  Death,  and  ufed  the 
fame  Cruelty  towards  the  eldeft  Son  of  that  illu- 
ftrious  Romcin^  for  fear  of  his  Courage  and  Re- 
fentment.  Lucius  Junius,  another  of  Mar- 
cus's  Sons,  had  fliared  the  fame  Fate,  if,  to  avoid 
the  Barbarity  of  the  Tyrant,  he  had  not  pretended 
to  be  a  Natural,  and  to  have  loft  his  Senfes> 
which  made  People  in  Contempt,  give  him  the 

Name 
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Name  of  Brutus^  which   he  afterwards  made  (o 
famous  i  as  \vc  (hall  quickly  fhew.     The  other  Se-  Liv.Deci: 
nacors,  uncertain  of  their  Deftiny,  remained  con- J- V/^- S^* 
cealed  in  their  Houfes:  The  Tyrant  confuhed  none  pj^o'i.^' 
of  them ,   the  Senate  was  never  conven'd ,   there 
was  never  any  AiTembly  of  the  People;  A  cruel 
and  defpotic  Power  was  railed  upon  th^  Ruins  of 
the  Laws  and  oF  Liberty.     The  feveral  Orders  of 
the  State,  all  equally  oppreiTed,  impatiently  wait- 
ed for  fome  Revolution,  without  knowing  how  to 
hope   it,   when   the   Lull  of  Sextus   the   Son  of 
Tarqjjin,   and  the  violent  Death  of  the  chafte 
Lucretia^  threw  into  A6lion  the  general  Hatred  Lucretia: 
which  all  the  Romans  had  againil  the  King,  and 
againll  Monarchy  it  felf. 

There  is  no  body  ignorant  of  this  tragical  Sto- 
ry 3  we  fhall  only  take  Notice,  for  the  clearing 
up  of  what  follows,  that  this  virtuous  Lady,  noc 
being  able  to  endure  the  Thoughts  of  Life  after 
the  Violence  fhe  had  received,  fent  for  her  Huf- 
band,  her  Father,  her  Relations,  and  the  chief 
Friends  of  her  Family,  of  whom  fhe  demanded 
Revenge :  At  the  dime  time  fhe  plunged  a  Daggei: 
into  her  Bread,  and  fell  dead  at  the  Feet  of  her 
Father  and  Husband.  All  that  were  prefent  at  this 
melancholy  Sight,  uttered  bitter  Cries:  But  while 
they  gave  themfclvcs  up  to  their  Sorrow,  Lucius 
Junius^  better  known  by  the  Name  of  Brutus^ 
which  had  been  given  him  upon  account  of  the 
flupidAir  he  put  on,  as  it  were  letting  fall  the  Mask, 
and  ihewing  himfelf  in  his  true  Shape :  "  Yes,  fiys 
he,  (taking  up  the  Dagger  with  which  Lucretia 
had  killed  her  felf)  "  I  here  fwear  to  take  a  (z^ictq 
"  Revenge  for  the  Injury  that  has  been  done  her  : 
"  And  I  call  you  to  Witnefs,  all-powerful  Gods, 
"  that  I  will  cxpofe  my  Life,  and  lofe  the  lalt 
"  Drop  of  my  Blood,  to  exterminate  the  'Tar- 
''  qulns^  and  to  hinder  any  of  that  Family,  or  any 
F  "  other 
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''  other  Man  whatfoever,  from  ever  reigning  in 
"  Rome. 

He  then  put  the  Dagger  into  the  Hands  of  Col- 
latlnus,  Lucretius^  Falerius^  and  all  there  prefentj 
from  whom  he  exafted  the  fame  Oath.  This  Oath 
was  a  Signal  for  a  general  Revolt  :    The  fudden 
Change  that  had  fecmingly  been  made  in  the  Mind 
of  Brutus.^  was  probably  looked  upon  by  the  Peo- 
ple to  be  a  kind  oF  Prodigy,  and  a  plain  Proof  that 
Heaven  interpofed  in  Lucretia's  Revenge.     Com- 
paflion  of  the  Fate  of  that  unfortunate  Lady,  and 
Averfion  to  Tyrants,  made  the  People  take  Arms  j 
the  Army,  moved  with  the  fame  Sentiments,  re- 
volted too  :  And  by  a  public  Decree,  the  Tarquins 
were  baniihed  from  Rome.    The  Senate,  to  engage 
the  People  farther  in  this  Revolution,  and  make 
their  Qirarrel  with  the  'Tarquins  the  more  irrccon- 
cileable,  fuffered  them  to  plunder  the  Palace.  The 
Abufe  thole  Princes  had  made  of  the  Sovereign 
Power,  caufed  the  Abolition  of  Monarchy  it  felf 
They  devoted  to  the  Gods  of  Hell,  and  condemn- 
ed to  the  feverefl  Punilhments,  thofc  that  ihould 
%omtfree-  ever  attempt  to  reflore  the  Royalty.     The  Repub- 
The  Con-    \^q^^  State  fucceeded  to  the  Monarchic,   the  Se- 
f'ro'm  the     ^^'^^  ^"^  Nobility  made  their  Advantage  of  the 
Foundation  Wrecks  of  the  Royalty,  and  polTefled  themfelves 
of  Rome,    of  all  its  Rights  j    Ro?ne  became  partly  an  Arifto- 
z^Tean   ^j-j^^)',  that  is  to  fay,  the  Nobility  got  into  their 
cfc  L3.de  ^^"   Hands  the  greatefl:  Part  of  the  Sovereign 
leg. Dion.   Authority.      Inftead  of  a  perpetual  Prince,   they 
H.L^.Liv.  chofe  for  the  Government  of  the  State  two  yearly 
cfc  Or  ^  Magiftrates,  taken  from  the  Body  of  the  Senate, 
proSextio.  to  whom  they  gave  the  modefl  Title  of  Confuls, 
Idem,  de    to  put  them  in  mind,  that  they  were  not  fo  much 
Jj,g-  J-  3-    the  Sovereigns  of  the  Republic,  as  her  Counfel- 

l  4  c'  ^^^^^  ^^'^  ^^^^  ^^^''"  *^"V  Objed  ought  to  be  her 
'  Preservation  and  Glory. 


Brutus, 
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Brutus,  the  Reflorer  of  Liberty,  was  q\\Q' ^^^'^ firji 
{^x^  for  the  firft  Conful  j  and  C  o  l  l  a  t  i  n  u  s,  the  ^/^ff^^,^^ 
Husband  o^  Lucretia^  was  made  his  Colleague,  be- ^^^^ 
caufe  it  was  likely  he  wou'd  be  more  zealous  to 
revenge  the  Outrage  which  had   been  done  her, 
than  any  other  Man. 

But  this  growing  Republic  was  upon  the  Brink  ^Cc»^/. 
of  being  deltroy'd  at  its  very  Beginning.     A  Par-'''^^>' 
ty  was   formed   in   Rome  in   favour  of  l'arqutn\ 
fome  young  Noblemen,   of  the  bed   Quality  in 
the  City,   brought  up  at  Court,   and  accullom'd 
to  Licentioufnel's  and  Pleafure,   undercook  to  re- 
eftablifh  that  Prince.     The  aullere  Form  of  a  Re- 
publican Government,   in   which    the    Laws  a- 
lone,  always  inexorable,   have  a  Right  to  reign, 
gave  them  greater  Apprehenfions  than  the  Tyrant 
himfelf:  Being  always  ufed  to  the  flittering Diitin- 
6lions   of  the   Court,  they   cou'd    not    bear   thac 
mortifying  Equality,   which    fet  them  upon  a  le- 
vel with  the  Multitude.      This  Party  fpread  far- 
ther  and  farther  every  Day,   and  which  is  moft 
furprifing,  the  Sons  of  B  r  Tj  t  u  s  himfelf,  and  the  BrutusV 
Aquilii^  the  Nephews  of  Col  l  ati  nus,   were^''^* 
found  to  be  at  the  Head  of  the  Mal-contents.   But 
before  the  Confpiracy  broke  out,   they  were  ail 
difcovered,  and  their  ill  Defigns  prevented.  Bru- 
T  u  s,  both  the  Father  and  Judge  of  the  Criminals, 
plainly  faw  he  cou'd  not  fave  his  Children  with-         '*^- 
out  giving  Encou'agement  to  new  Confpiracies, 
and  being  guilty  himfelf  of  opening  the  Gates  of 
Rome  to  Tarquin.      Thus  preferring  his  Country  D.  H.  1. 5. 
to    his   Fami'y,   and  Vv^-ithout  hearkening    to   the 
Voice  of  Nature,   he  caufed  his  two  Sons  to  be 
beheaded  in  his  own  Prefcnce,  as  Traitors      The 
People    admired    the    mournful   Conftancy   with 
which  he  had  himfelf  prefided  at  the  Execution. 
His  Authority  grew  the  greater  for  this  Ad:ion5 
and  after  fuch  a  fevere  Punifhrnent  of  the  Con- 
ful's  two  Sons,  not  a  flngle  Roman  durfl  fo  much 
F  2.  as 


Collatinus 
depofod. 


Cic.  I.  3. 
Offic. 


Liv.Deci 
1.  2.  c.  2. 
D.  H.  1.  5 

War 

againft 

Tarquin. 


Valerius 
Publicola. 

Id.  ibid. 


The  Htflory  of  the  Revolutions  Book  I. 

as  think  of  bringing  back  I'arquin.  C  o  l  l  a  t  i- 
N  u  s,  B  R  u  T  u  s's  Calleague,  by  a  contrary  Beha- 
viour, and  for  endeavouring  to  fave  his  Nephews, 
made  himfelf  fufpicious,  and  was  depofed  from  the 
Confulfhip.  The  People,  jealous,  and  almoft  fu- 
rious in  the  Defence  of  their  Liberty ,  banifh'd 
him  from  Rome-,  they  durft  not  confide  in  the 
Shew  of  Hatred  which  that  Roman  exprefled  a- 
gainft  I'arqu'm.  They  feared,  with  fome  Reafon, 
that  being  a  Relation  of  that  Prince's,  he  might 
have  his  Lufl  of  Dominion  in  him,  and  be  more 
an  Enemy  to  the  King,  than  to  the  Kingfhip. 
Pub Lius  Valerius  was  chofen  in  his  Place, 
and  'Tarquin  having  now  no  farther  Hopes  from 
his  Party  in  Rome^  undertook  to  reftore  himfelf  by 
open  Force.  The  Romans  flill  oppos'd  it  with 
an  invincible  Conftancyj  it  came  to  a  War,  and 
in  the  firft  Battel  that  was  fought  near  the  City 
againil  the  'Tarquins^  Brutus  and  AroncQS  the  el- 
defb  Son  of  i'arquin  killed  each  other  with  their 
Lances  5  thus  the  two  firft  Confuls  of  the  Re- 
public did  not  finifh  their  Year  of  Confulfhip. 
Valerius  continued  alone  in  that  Supreme  Digni- 
ty, which  made  the  People  apprehenfive  that  he 
intended  to  reign  fingly.  A  Houfe  which  he 
built  upon  an  Eminence  added  to  this  Sufpicion ; 
his  Enemies  and  his  Enviers  gave  out.  That  it 
was  a  Citadel  which  he  built  for  the  Seat  of  his 
Tyranny.  But  that  Great  Man  fruftrated  the 
Malice  of  thefe  Reports,  and  quite  diflipated 
them  by  the  Moderation  and  Wifdom  of  his 
Cdndu6t.  He  himfelf  pulled  down  the  Houfe 
which  gave  occafion  of  Jealoufy  to  his  Fellow- 
Citizens,  and  the  Conful  of  the  Romans  was  for- 
ced to  hire  a  Houfe  to  live  in.  Before  he  gave 
himfelf  a  Colleague,  and  while  the  whole  Au- 
thority was  in  his  own  Hands,  he  by  one  lingle 
Law,  in  Favour  of  the  People,  changed  the 
whole  Form  of  the  Government}  and  whereas 

under 
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under  the  Kings,  thcPlebifcita^  or  Decrees  of  the 
People,  had  not  the  Force  of  Laws  any  farther 
than  they  were  confirm'd  by  a  Senatusconfultum  ^ 
Valerius  publifh'd  a  Law  which  ordained  the 
dire6t  contravy,  giving  Pcrmiflion  to  appeal  to  the 
AfTembhes  of  the  People,  from  the  Judgment  of 
the  Confuls  :  By  this  new  Law  he  extended  the 
Privileges  of  the  People  5  and  the  Confular  Pov^er 
was  weakened  in  its  very  Beginning. 

He  at  the  fame  time  ordained  that  the  Axes 
fhou'd  be  feparated  from  the  Fafces  which  the 
Lictors  carried  before  the  Confuls  -,  to  fhew 
that  thofe  Magistrates  had  not  the  Right  of  the 
Sword,  the  Symbol  of  the  Sovereign  Authority : 
And  in  an  Afiembly  of  the  People,  the  Multitude  Plut-  i" 
obfervedwithPleafure  that  he  had  caufed  the /t?;/?^^  ^°^^^- 
of  his  Lidors  to  be  bowed  down,  as  a  filent  Ho- 
mage which  he  paid  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the 
Roman  People:  And  to  remove  all  manner  of  Suf- 
picion  of  his  having  the  leaft  Thoughts  of  Ty- 
ranny, he  publifh'd  another  Decree,  making  it  law- 
ful to  kill,  without  any  preceding  Formality,  the 
Man  that  fhou'd  aim 'at  being  Mafter  of  the 
Liberty  of  his  Fellow-Citizens.  This  Law  con- 
tained that  the  Afiaffin  fhou'd  be  declared  inno- 
cent, provided  he  brought  Proof  of  the  ill  Defigns 
of  him  he  had  flain.  It  was  upon  the  fame  Prin- 
ciple of  Moderation,  that  he  wou'd  not  take  upon 
him  the  keeping  of  the  public  Money  raifed  to  de- 
fray the  Charges  of  the  Warj  it  was  depofited 
in  the  Temple  of  Saturn^  and  the  People,  by  his 
Advice,  defied  Two  Senators,   afterwards  called  Publius 


^ueflors^  who  were  to  have  the  Care  of  the  Pub-  Veturius, 
lie  Treafure.  He  then  declared  Lucretius,  H'""^'"^ 
Father  of  Lucretla^  for  his  Colleague  in  the  Con-  'uipi 


fulfhip;  nay,  and  yielded  to  him,  upon  account  of  Digeft. 1. 1. 
his  Seniority  of  Years,  the  Honour  of  the  Fafces^  Tit.  13. 
and  all  the  other  Marks  of  the  Sovereign  Power,     y-^^^^'o  "' 

ftors. 

F  3  A  Con- 


34 


Tear  of 

Rome 

245. 


jimbiiion 
of  the  Pa- 
tricians. 


The  Hijlory  of  the  Revolutions    Book  I. 

A  Condud  lo  full  of  Moderation,  and  Laws  fo 
favourable  to  the  People,gotthatP^/nV/i^;2theName 
of  PublkiiJa  or  Popular  y  and  it  was  not  fo  much 
to  obtain  that  Titl<-,  as  to  bind  the  People  the 
more  ftridly  to  the  Defence  of  the  public  Liber- 
ty, that  he  abated  of  his  Authority  by  thefe  vari- 
ous Regulations. 

The  Senate  infpired  with  the  fame  Spirit,  and 
convinced  of  what  Confeqaence  ii  was  to  them- 
felves  to  make  it  the  People's  Interelt  to  maintain 
the  Commonwealth,  took  great  Care  of  their  Sub- 
filtence  during  the  War  and  the  Siege  of  Rome. 
They  fent  to  feveral  Parts  of  Campania.,  and  even 
to  Cum£  to  fetch  Corn,  which  they  diftributed  to 
the  People  at  low  Rates,  for  fear  if  they  wanted 
Bread,  they  might  be  tempted  to  purchafe  it  with 
the  Lofs  of  the  common  Liberty,  and  open  the 
Gates  of  Rome  to  Tarqu'm. 

The  Senate  wou'd  not  fo  much  as  lay  any  Im- 
pofl:  upon  the  People  during  the  War  Phofe  wife 
Senators  tax'd  themfclves  higher  than  the  reft,  and 
we  owe  to  that  illuftrious  Company  tliv^  generous 
and  equitable  Maxim,  ",That  the  People  paid 
"  Tribute  enough  to  the  Commonwealth  in  raifing 
"  Children  who  wou'd  in  time  be  able  to  defend 
^'  it. 

But  this  juft  Condefcention  to  the  Neceflities 
of  the  People  lafted  no  longer  than  the  Siege  of 
Rome.,  and  the  Fear  of  'Tarquin's  Arms.  Scarce 
did  the  Fortune  of  the  Republic  feem  fecured 
by  the  raifing  of  this  Siege,  but  the  Ambition  of 
the  Patricians  broke  out ;  and  the  Senate  quickly 
made  it  plain,  that  by  fubftituting  two  Confuls 
drawn  from  their  Body,  in  the  room  of  the  Prince, 
the  People  had  only  changed  their  Mafters,  the 
fame  Authority  ftill  continuing  tho'  the  Name  was 
altered. 

The  Royalty  was  indeed  abolifhed,  but  the  Spi- 
rit of  Royalty  was  not  extinguifhed  j   it  was  en- 
tered 
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tered  into  the  Patricians.  The  Senate,  delivered 
from  the  Awe  of  the  Royal  Power,  was  for  bring- 
ing into  its  own  Body  the  whole  Authority  of  the 
Government.  \n  polfeiTing  the  Civil  and  Military 
Dignities  which  were  appropriated  to  that  Order, 
they  enjoy 'd  all  the  Power  and  even  Riches  which 
are  the  Effe6ls  of  them:  And  the  chief  Obje6t  of 
their  Politics  was  Hill  to  keep  the  People  in  Sub- 
je£lion  and  Indigence. 

■  This  People,  whofe  Votes  were  fo  courted  in^-^^/'^e^ 
the  Elections  and  public  Affcmblies,  fell  into  Con-  ^t'  '^'^"'" 
tempt  out  ot  the  Comitia.      1  he  iMultitude  in  a 
Body  was  ufed  with  great  Refpe6l",  but  the  parti- 
cular Plebeian  was   hardly   regarded  i   none   were 
ever  admitted  into  the  Alliance  of  the  Patricians. 
Poverty  foon  reduced  the  People  to  a  Neceility  of 
borrowing,  which  threw  them  into  a  Slavifh  De- 
pendancc  upon  the  Rich  j  afterwards  came  Ufmy, 
a  Remedy  yet  more  intolerable  than  the  Diftem- 
perj  and  at  laft  Birth,    Dignities  and  Wealth  fet 
too  great  an  Inequality  betv/ecn  the  Citizens  o/one    . 
and  the  fame  Republic. 

The  Views  of  thefe  two  Orders  quickly  became 
oppofite :  The  P^/r/V/^/;^,  abounding  in  Valour,  and 
accultomed  to  Command,  were  always  for  making 
War,  and  fought  nothing  but  to  extend  the  Power 
of  the  Commonwealth  Abroad  ;  but  the  People 
defired  to  fee  Rome  free  at  Home,  and  complain- 
ed that  while  they  ventured  their  Lives  to  fubdue 
the  neighbouring  Nations,  they  themfelves,  at 
their  Return  from  the  Campaign,  often  fell  into 
the  Chains  of  their  own  Fellow-Citizens,  thro' 
the  Ambition  and  Avarice  of  the  Great.  We  (hall 
enter  fomewhat  farther  into  this  Point,  as  being 
the  Ground  of  the  Revolutions  we  are  to  fpeak 
of 

Of  all  the  Means  which  the  Calls  of  Nature 7^^  ^^/^ 
have  put  Men  upon  inventing  for  Subfillence,  theqf  tbejirjf 
Romans  pra£lifed  only    Tillage  and  War  3    they^onuns» 

F  4  lived 
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lived  upon  their  own  Crops,  or  upon  the  Harveft 
they  reaped  Sword  in  Hand  in  the  Territories  of 
their  Enemies.     All  the  Mechanic  Arts  that  were 
not  fubfervient  to  thefe  two  Profeflions,  were  un- 
D  H  1  2  ^^^'^^'^'^  ^'^  Rome^  or  left  to  Slaves  and  Strangers. 
Plut.  in     Generally  Tpeaking,  all  the  Romans^  from  the  Se- 
Rom.        nator  to  the   meaneft  Plebeian^  were   Labourers, 
and  all  the  Labourers  were  Soldiers :  And  we  fhall 
fee  in  the  courfe  of  this  Hiftory,  that  they  called 
their  greateft  Captains  from  the  Plough,  to  com- 
mand their  Armies.     All  the  Romans^  the  very 
greareft  in  the  Republic,  inured  their  Children  to 
thefe  Employments,  and  bred  them  up  in  a  hard 
and  laborious  way   of  Life,  to   make  them   the 
more  robuft,  and  the  more  capable  of  fuilaining 
the  Fatigues  of  War. 
Difpofal  of     This  domeftic  Difcipline  had  its  Rife  from  the 
the  con-      Poverty   of  the   firll  Romans :   They   afterwards 
quer'd        made  a  Virtue  of  what  was  the  mere  Effe6t  of 
Neceffity,  and  Men  of  Courage  looked  upon  this 
equal  Poverty  of  all  the  Citizens,  as  the  Means  to 
preferve  their  Liberty  from  all  Ufurpation.     Each 
Citizen  had   at    firil:  for  his  Subfiftence  but  two 
Acres  of  Land,  as  we  faid  before  j  Rome  afterwards 
extended  its  Territory  by  little  and  little,  by  the 
Conqueft  of  their  Neighbours.     They  ufually  fold 
one  Moiety  of  the  Lands  they  conquered,  to  re- 
imburfe  the  State  for  the  Charges  of  the  War, 
and  the  other  Moiety  was  added  to  the  Publick  Do- 
main, which  was  afterwards  either  given  or  let  at 
a  fmall  Rent  to  the  poorer  fort  to  help  to  main- 
tain them:  Such  was  the  ancient Cuftoni  of  Rome^ 
under  her  Kings,  that  is  to  fay  for  above  two  hun- 
Ufurpatlon  dred  Years.     But  after  the  Extin6lion  of  Monar- 
cf  iheNo-  ciiy^  the  Nobles  and  Patricians.^  who  looked  upon 
"  themfelves    to    be    the   only   Sovereigns   of   the 

Republic,  did,  under  various  Pretences,  appropri- 
ate to  themfelves  the  bell  part  of  thofe  conquered 
Lands,  if  they  lay  near  their  own  Eftatcs,  or  were 
I  '  any 
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any  other  ways  convenient  for  them  j  thus  infenfibly 
enlarging  their  own  Revenues  to  the  Diminution  of 
thofe  of  the  Republic :  Or  elfe  under  borrowed 
Names,  they  caufed  thofe  Portions  which  were  allot- 
ted for  the  Subfiilence  of  the  poor  Citizens,  to  be 
adjudged  to  thcmlelves  at  inconfiderable  Rates. 
They  afterwards  lay'd  them  into  their  other  Lands, 
without  Diftindlion  j  and  a  few  Years  Pofleflion, 
and  their  own  great  Power,  covered  thcfe  Ufurpa- 
tions.  The  State  loft  her  Revenue  5  and  the  Sol- 
dier, after  having  fpent  his  Blood  to  enlarge  the 
Bounds  of  the  Republic,  fliw  himfelf  deprived  of 
the  fmall  Portion  of  Land  that  ought  to  have  been 
at  once  his  Pay  and  his  Reward. 

The  Covetoufnefs  of  fome  Patricians  was  not  jjfuriouf- 
confined  to  thefe  Uftirpations  only  j  but  when  the  nefs  of  the 
Harveft  fell  fhort  by  the  Badnefs  of  the  Year,  or  Patricians, 
by  the  Irruptions  of  Enemies,  they  knew  how  by 
an  ill-meant  Relief  to  make  themfelves  a  Title  to 
their  Neighbour's  Field.     The  Soldier  who  then 
was  without  Pay  being  entirely  deftitute,  was  forced 
for  his  Subfiftence  to  have  recourfe  to  the  rich. 
They  lent  him  no  Money  but  at  exorbitant  Ufury, 
and  that  Ufury  too  was  in  thofe  Days  Arbitrary, 
if  you  will  believe  Tacitus.     The  Debtor  muft  en-  Tac.  Ann. 
gage  his  little  Inheritance,  and  this  cruel  afliftance  1-  ^-  ^^ 
often  coft  him  his  Liberty.     The  Laws  of  thofe  ^""-  7^^- 
times  allowed  the  Creditor,  upon  default  of  Pay- 
ment to  feize  his  Debtor,   and  carry  him  to  his 
own  Houfe,   where  he  was  treated  like  a  Slave. 
Both   Principal    and   Intcreft  was  often  exafVcd 
with  Stripes  and  Torments  ^  his  Land  was  taken 
from   him   by  accumulated    Ufury :    and    under 
pretence  of  the  Obfervation   of   the   Laws  and 
ftrid  Juftice,  the.  People  daily  fuffered  the  utmoft 
Wrong. 

A  Government  fo  fevere  in  a  new  Republic, 
quickly   raifed  a  general  Difcontent.     The  TJe- 
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heians^  who  were  opprefs'd  with  Debts,  and  were 
afraid  of  being  arretted  by  their  Creditors,  applied 
to  their  Patrons  and  the  moft  diiintererted  among 
the  Senators.  They  reprefented  to  them  their  ex- 
tream  Want,  the  difficulty  they  had  to  bring  up 
their  Children,  and  told  them,  that  after  having 
fought  againft  the  'Tarquins  for  the  Defence  of  the 
public  Liberty,  they  were  left  expofed  to  become 
the  Slaves  of  their  own  Fellow-Citizens. 

Thefe  Complaints  were  followed  by  fecret  Me- 
naces, and  the  Plebeians  finding  no  Rcdrefs  of  their 
Grievances,  at  length  broke  out  under  the  Confu- 
late  of  7".  Largius  and  ^  CkUus. 
Tear  of  Rome^  as  we  faid  before,  was  furrounded  by  a 

Rome        great  many  petty  States  who  were  uneafy  and  jea- 
^^^"  lous  of  the  Increafe  of  her  Power.     The  Latbn^ 

the  jEqui^  tht  Sabine s^  ihe  f^ol/ci^  the  Hernici,  and 
the  yeientes,  fomctimes  jointly,  and  fometimes  fe- 
parately,  were  almoft  continually  making  War  up- 
on her.     It  was  perhaps  to  the  Enmity  of  thefe 
Neighbours  that  the  Romans  owed  that  Valour  and 
that  military   Difcipline  which  afterwards  made 
them  Mailers  of  the  Univerfc. 
League  for      Tarquln  was  ftill  living:  He  had  (ecretly  formed 
Tarquin.    ^  llrong  League  againd  the  Romans -,  thirty  Latin 
^'rfrer       Cities  entered  into  the  dcfign  of  Reftoring  him. 
25J,.  The  Hernici  and   the  Folfci  favoured  the  Under- 

taking: The  People  of  Etruria  alone  were  for 
feeing  the  Bufinefs  a  little  more  ripe  before 
they  declared  themfelvcs;  and  remained  neuter, 
with  intent  to  take  their  Party  according  to  the 
Succels. 
Revoii  of  The  Confuls  and  Senate  beheld  not  without 
the  People,  uncafinefs  fo  general  a  Confpiracy  againll  the 
Commonwealth  j  they  immediately  thought  of 
putting  themfelves  into  a  pofture  of  Defence.  As 
Rome  had  no  Soldiers  but  her  own  Citizens,  it 
was  neceflary  to  make  the  People  take  Arms  -,  but 
the  poorer  fort,  and  cfpecially  thofe  that  were 
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deep  in  Debc,  declared,  that  it  was  Their  Bufi- 
nefs  who  enjoy'd  the  Dignities  and  Riches  of  the 
Republic,  to  defend  it  j  that  for  their  Parts,  they 
were  grown  weary  of  expoling  their  Lives  every 
day  for  Mafters  fo  cruel  and  infatiable.  They 
refufed  to  give  their  Names,  as  was  ufual,  in  or- 
der to  be  lifted  in  the  Legions;  the  hottelt  of 
them  fiid  boldly  that  they  were  no  more  tied  to 
their  Country,  where  not  an  Inch  of  Land  was 
left  them  in  property,  than  to  any  other  Climate 
tho'  never  fo  ftrange ;  that  at  leafl:  there  they 
fhou'd  find  no  Creditors  j  that  there  was  no  way 
but  leaving  Rome  to  free  themfelves  from  their 
Tyranny,  and  they  openly  thrcaten'd  to  abandon 
the  City,  unlefs  all  Debts  were  abolifh'd  by  a  Se- 
natusconfultum. 

The  Senate,  very  much  difturbed  at  a  Difobe- D.  H.  1. 5> 
dience  fo  little  different  from  a  barefac'd  Rebel- 
lion, immediately  aflembied :  Several  Opinions 
were  given.  The  more  moderate  Senators  were 
for  relieving  the  People.  M.  Falerius^  the  Bro- 
ther of  Publicola^  and  who  after  his  Example  af- 
fcfted  Popularity,  reprefentcd  that  moft  of  the 
poor  Plebeians  had  been  forced  to  concraft  Debts 
only  by  the  Misfortune  of  Warj  that  if  in  fuch 
a  Conjun6fure  as  this,  when  a  great  Part  of  Italy 
had  declar'd  in  Favour  of  Tarqum^  they  did  noc 
rcdrcfs  the  Grievances  of  the  People,  it  was  to  be 
feared  Defpair  might  drive  them  into  the  Tyrant's 
Party,  and  that  the  Senate  by  ftretching  their  Au- 
thority too  far,  might  lofe  it  all  in  the  Rcftoration 
of  the  Royalty. 

Several  Senators,  and  efpecially  thofe  that  had 
no  Debtors,  were  of  his  Opinion;  but  it  was  re- 
jected with  Indignation  by  the  richer  fort.  Appius  id.  Ibki 
Claudius  oppofed  it  alfo,  but  with  different  Views. 
That  Ser»ator,  auftere  in  his  Manners,  and  a  fevcre 
Obferver  of  the  Laws,  maintained,  that  no  Alte- 
ration cou'd  be  made  in  them,  without  endangering 
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the  Republic.  Tho'  he  was  compafHonate  of  the 
People,  fomc  of  whom  he  daily  reliev'd  out  of  his 
own  Eilate,  he  neverthelefs  declared  in  full  Senate, 
that  they  cou'd  not  with  Juftice  refufe  the  Autho- 
rity of  the  Laws  to  fuch  Creditors  as  wou'd  pro- 
fecute. their  Debtors  with  Rigor. 

But  before  we  enter  into  a  more  particular  Dif- 
cuflion  of  this  Affair,  perhaps  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  give  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  a  Patri- 
cian^  who   by    himfelf  and    Defcendants   had   fo 
great  a  Share  in  the  feveral  Commotions  which  af- 
terwards agitated  the  Commonwealth. 
Appius  ^        Jppius   Claufus^   or  Claudius^  was  a  Sabin  by 
Charaaer.  ^^^'^^^,  and  one  of  the  chief  of  the  City  Regillum. 
Tear  of      Somc  Civil  Difientions,  in  which  his  Party  proved 
Rome        the  weakeif,  oblig'd  him  to  leave  it.     He  retired 
^5°-  to  Rome^  which  offer'd  an  Jfylum  to  all  Strangers. 

He  was  follovr'd  by  his  Family  and  Partizans, 
whom  Velleius  Paterculus  makes  to  have  been  Five 
Thoufand. 

The  Right  of  Citizens  was  granted  them,  with 
Lands  to  inhabit,    fituated  upon  the  River  I'e'ue' 
ron:  This  was  the  Origin  of  the  Claudian  Tribe. 
Appius^  who  was  the  Head  of  it,   was  received 
into   the   Senate,  where    he    foon    diftinguiihed 
himfelf  by  the  Wifdom  of  his  Counfels,  and  ef- 
pecially  by  his  immoveable  Firmnefs.     He  loudly 
D. H.  1. 5.  oppofed  the  Advice  of  Valerius^  as  we  faid  be- 
fore, and  reprefented   in  full  Senate  that  Juftice 
being  the  fureft  Support   of  a  State,   there  was 
no  abolifhing   the   Debts    of   particular  Perfons 
without  ruining  the  public  Faith,  the  only  Bond 
He  de-       of  Society  among  Men.     That  the  People  them- 
c lams  a-    fdves ,   in  whofe  Favour  this  unjufl  Decree  was 
^Debtors!   propofed,  wou'd  be  the  firft  Sufferers  by  it  j  that 
in  any  new  Neceffity  the  Rich  wou'd  fhut  their 
Purfcsj  that  the  Difcontent  of  the  Great  was  no 
lefs  to  be  feared  than  the  Murmurs  of  the  People, 
and  that  perhaps  they  wou'd  not  cafily  bear  the 
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annulling  of  Concrafbs,  which  were  the  Fruit  of^ 
their  Temperance  and  OEconomy.  He  added, 
that  no  body  cou'd  be  ignorant  that  Rome  at  the 
beginning  afligned  no  greater  Portions  of  Land  to 
the  Nobles  and  Patricians  than  to  the  Plebeians. 
That  thefe  latter  had  but  lately  Hiared  the  Eftate 
of  the  'Tarquins  -,  that  they  had  often  got  conli- 
derable  Booty  in  War,  and  that  if  they  had  fquan- 
dered  it  all  away  in  Debauchery,  there  was  na 
Reafon  why  they  fhou'd  be  reimburll  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  thofe  who  had  lived  with  more  Prudence 
and  good  Management  j  that  after  all  they  fhou'd 
conlider  the  Mutineers,  and  thofe  who  made  the 
moft  Noife,  were  Plebeians  of  the  very  loweft 
ClaiTes,  and  who  in  Battel  were  ufually  placed  on- 
ly in  the  Wings  or  in  the  Rear  of  the  Legions  j 
that  moft  of  them  were  armed  with  nothing  but 
Slings  5  that  there  was  neither  great  Service  to  be 
cxpe6led,  nor  great  Danger  to  be  feared  from  fuch 
Soldiers  i  that  the  Republic  wou'd  have  no  great 
Lofs  of  People  that  were  of  no  Ufe  but  to  fill  up 
a  Number 3  and  that  to  defpife  the  Sedition  was 
fufficient  to  break  it,  and  to  make  the  Authors 
fubmit  themfelves  humbly  to  the  Clemency  of  the 
Senate. 

Some  Senators,  who  were  for  finding  a  Medium  Senators 
between  two  Opinions  that  were  fo  very  oppofite,  divided  in 
propofed  that  the   Creditors  at  leaft  might  have  '^"^^  ^^' 
no  Power  over  the  Perfons  of  their  Debtors.     O- 
thers  were  for  acquitting  the  Debts  of  thofe  only 
who  were  notoriouflv  unable  to  pay  them ;    and 
there  were  fome,   who  to  fave  the  public  Faith, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fatisfy  the  Creditors,  pro- 
pos'd   to    pay  them   out    of    the    public   Trea- 
lury.     The   Senate    accepted   of   none   of   thefe 
Schemes :  They  refolved  not  to  offer  any  Violation 
to  fuch  folemn  A6i:s  as  Contracts  j  but  in  order  to 
pacify  the  People,  and  engage  them  to  take  Arms 
in  Defence  of  tlie  State,   they  pafs'd  a  Scnatus- 
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confultum^  which  granted  a  Sufpenfion  of  all  Debts 
'till  the  End  of  the  War. 

This  Condefcention  of  the  Senate  was  an  Ef- 
fect of  the  Approach  of  the  Enemy,  who  ad- 
vanced towards  Rome.  But  a  great  many  o't  the 
Plebeians  grown  bolder  for  the  fame  Reafon  de- 
clared, that  they  wou'd  either  have  an  abfolute 
Abolition  of  all  Debts,  or  leave  it  to  the  Rich  and 
Great  to  take  Care  of  the  War,  and  defend  a  Ci- 
ty in  whofe  Safety  they  thought  themfelves  no 
longer  conccrn'd,  and  which  indeed  they  were 
ready  to  leave.  The  Refolution  they  fhew'd 
gained  them  Companions.  The  Number  of  the 
Mal-contents  increafed  daily j  nay,  and  many  a- 
mong  the  People,  who  had  neither  Debts  nor 
Creditors,  cou'd  not  help  complaining  of  the  Se- 
verity of  the  Senate,  either  thro'  Compaffion  for 
thofe  of  their  own  Order,  or  out  of  that  fecret 
Averlion  which  all  Men  naturally  have  to  Domi- 
nion. 

Tho'  the  wifefl  and  richeft  of  the  Plebeians,  and 
efpecially  the  Clients  of  the  Nobles,  had  no  Part 
in  the  Sedition  j  yet  the  Separation  which  the 
Mal-contents  threatened,  and  their  obftinate  Re- 
fufal  of  taking  Arms,  were  of  dangerous  Exam- 
ple, efpecially  at  a  time  when  moll  the  Latins^ 
commanded  by  the  Sons  and  Son-in-Law  of  'Tar- 
quin,  were  at  the  Gates  of  Rome.  The  Senate 
might  indeed  have  profecuted  the  moft  mutinous- 
and  the  Leaders  of  the  Sedition,  but  the  Lex-F^a- 
leria,  which  allow'd  Appeals  to  the  Aflembly  of 
•  the  People,  was  a  Shelter  for  the  Seditious  >  who 
"were  fure  of  being  acquitted  by  the  Accomplices 
of  their  Rebellion. 
Diaator  The  Senate,  to  elude  the  Effe6t  of  a  Privilege 
crtaud.  fo  derogatory  to  their  Power,  refolved  to  create 
one  fupream  Magiftrate  that  fhould  be  equally  a- 
bove  the  Senate  itfelf  and  the  Affembly  of  the 
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People,  and  be  endowed  with  abfolute  Authority. 
To  obtain  the  Confent  of  the  People,  they  repre- 
fented  to  them  in  a  public  Aflcmbly,  that  upon 
this  Emergency,  in  which  they  had  their  Dome- 
llic  Qiiarrels  to  decide,  and  the  Enemy  to  rcpuKe 
at  the  fame  time,  it  was  neceflary  to  put  theCom- 
monweakh  under  a  lingle  Governor,  fuperior  to 
the  Confuls  themfelves,  who  fhou'd  be  Arbiter  of 
the  Laws,  and  as  it  were  the  Father  of  his  Coun- 
try :  and  that  for  fear  he  fhou'd  make  himfelf  its 
Tyrant,  and  abufe  this  uncontroulable  Authority, 
they  ought  not  to  trult  him  with  it  above  fix 
Months. 

The  People   not   forefeeing  the  Confequences 
of  this  Change,  agreed  to  it :  and  it  Ihou'd  feem 
as  if  they  gave  the  firft   Conful  the  Power  of 
naming  the  Di6bator,  as  a  kind  of  Amends  for  the 
Authority   he  loft  by  the  creation   of  that  emi- 
nent Poll.     Clelius  prefently  named  his  Colleague 
T.  LargiuSy  the  firlt  Roman  that,  with  the  Title  T.  Largius 
of  Di^ator^  enjoy'd  this  fupream  Dignity,  which  J^i^ator. 
may  be  called  an  abfolute  Monarchy  in  a  Repub-  ^^  ^ 
lie,  tho'  not  durable.     And  indeed   the  Moment  259, 498 
lie  was  named  he  had  Power  of  Life  and  Death  before 
over  all  the  Citizens  of  every  degree,  and  without  ^^/^fi- 
any  Appeal.     The  Authority  and  the  very  Fun-    ^^^  T' 
ftions  of  all  other  Magiftratcs  ceafed,  or  were  fub-  D.H.I. 5. 
ordinate  to  him:  He  had  the  naming  of  the  Ge- 
neral of  the  Horfe,  who  was  wholly  ut  his  Com- 
mand, and  fcrved  too  as  his  Lieutenant  General. 
He  had  Li6lors  armed  with  Axes  like  the  Kings. 
He  might  raife  Troops  or  disband  them  at  his  Plea- 
fure.    Whenever  War  was  declared,  he  command- 
ed the  Armies,  and  went  upon  all  military  Enter-. 
prizes  without  the  Advice  either  of  the  Senate  or 
the  People}  and  when  his  Authority  was  expired^ 
he   was   not  oblig'd   to  give  an  Account  of  any 
thing  he  had  donje  during  his  Adminiftration. 
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T.  Largius  being  invefled  with  this  great 
Dignity,  named,  without  the  Participation  either 
of  Senate  or  People,  Spurius  CaJJius  Vifcellinus  for 
General  of  the  Horfej  and  tho'  he  was  indeed  one 
of  the  moll  moderate  of  the  whole  Senate,  yet  he 
outwardly  feemed  to  do  every  thing  with  a  Hern 
Haughtinefs,  to  make  himfelf  feared  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  awe  them  into  their  Duty.  The  Firm- 
nefs  of  this  Magiflrate  flruck  a  Terror  into  every 
Body  3  they  found  that  under  {o  refolute  a  Mafter, 
who  would  not  fail  to  make  an  Example  of  the 
iirfl  that  ihould  rebel,  Submiflion  was  the  only 
Courfe  they  had  to  take. 

The  Diftator  feated  upon  a  high  Chair  like  a 
Throne,  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  fet  up  in  the 
public  Place,  and  furrounded  by  his  Li6lors  armed 
with  their  Axes,  ordered  every  Citizen  to  be  called 
one  after  another.  The  Plebeians^  without  daring 
to  ftir  a  Finger,  offered  themfelves  quietly  to  be 
lifted  i  and  every  one  full  of  Awe  ranged  himfelf 
under  his  Banners.  However  this  mighty  Face  of 
War  turned  into  a  Treaty :  the  Sabines  terrified, 
fued  for  Peace  without  being  able  to  obtain  it. 
But  there  was  a  kmd  of  Truce  agreed  to  that  laft- 
ed  almoft  a  Year.  And  thus  this  prudent  Diftator, 
by  a  Conduft  equally  refolute  and  mild,  found  a 
way  to  make  himfelf  feared  and  refpefted  both  by 
the  Enemy  and  his  Fellow-Citizens. 

But  the  end  of  the  Di6latorfhip  foon  revived 
thofe  domeftic  Feuds,  which  the  Apprehenfions  of 
an  approaching  War  had  only  fufpended.  The 
Creditors  again  fell  to  profecuting  their  Debtors, 
and  thefe  renewed  their  Murmurs  and  Complaints. 
Liv.  1.  4.  This  great  Affair  raifed  frefh  Troubles,  and  the 
in  Orat.  Senate  in  hopes  to  prevent  ill  Confequences  got  the 
Confulfhip  forAppius  Claudius,  whofe  Re- 
folution  they  were  well  acquainted  with.  But  left 
he  ftiould  carry  it  too  far  they  gave  him  for  his 
Colleague  Servilius,  a  Man  of  a  gentle,  humane 
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Character,  and  agreeable  to  the  Poor  and  the  Mul- 
titude. Thefe  two  Magiilrates  were  fure  to  be 
of  contrary  Opinions.  Servilius  out  of  Good- 
nefs  and  Compaflion  to  the  Unfortunate,  inclined 
to  the  Suppreilion  of  the  Debts,  or  at  lead  to  the 
taking  ofFof  the  Principal  thofe  exorbitant  and  ac- 
cumulated Interelb  which  confiderably  exceeded 
It.  He  exhorted  the  Senate  to  make  fome  Regu- 
lation in  this  Matter,  that  might  ea(e  the  People, 
and  fettle  the  Tranquility  of  the  State  upon  a  laft- 
ing  Foundation. 

But  Appius,  a  fevere  Obferver  of  the  Laws,  AppiuaV 
maintain'd  with  his  ufual  Conftancy  that  it  was  a  •^'''^'"'O'' 
manifell  Injuftice  to  relieve  the  Debtors  at  th» 
Expence  of  the  Fortunes  of  their  Creditors  j  that 
this  Project  tended  to  the  very  Ruin  of  the  Sub- 
ordination neceHary  in  a  well -governed  State; 
that  the  Condefcenlion  which  Servilius  was  for 
fhewing  to  the  Neceilitics  of  the  People,  would 
be  look'd  upon  by  the  Seditious  only  as  a  con- 
cealed Weaknefs,  and  fo  breed  new  Pretenfionsj 
whereas  nothing  wou'd  be  a  better  Proof  of  the 
Power  of  the  Commonwealth,  than  a  juft  Severi- 
ty iliewed  to  thofe  who  by  their  Difobedience 
and  Cabals  had  violated  the  Majefty  of  the  Se- 
nate. 

The  People,  informed  of  what  had  pafTcd  in 
the  Senate,  and  of  the  different  Inclinations  of 
the  two  Confuls,  fliowered  as  many  Praifes  up- 
on Servilius,  as  they  threw  Imprecations  upon 
Appius. 

The  mofl:  mutinous  flock  together  again;  they 
hold  fecret  AfTemblies  in  the  Night-time,  and  in 
By-Places:  all  is  in  Motion;  when  behold  the 
Calamity  of  a  private  Man  throws  the  public  Dif- 
content  into  Action,  and  raifes  a  general  Sedi- 
tion. Sad  cortdi' 

A  Plebeian  laden  with  Chains,  flings  himfelf  in-  ^1°^'  °f  ^ 
to  the  public  Place  as  into  znjjylum.   HisCloaths  l^^.T  2. 

Q  were  Dec.  i. 
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were  torn 5  his  Vifage  pale  and  disfigured}  a 
rough  Beard,  and  Hair  negle£ted  and  difordered 
made  his  Countenance  look  ghaftly.  He  was  ne- 
verthelefs  very  well  known  j  and  fome  remember'd 
to  have  been  with  him  in  the  Wars,  and  to  have 
feen  him  fight  with  great  Valour.  He  himfelf 
fhewed  the  Scars  of  the  Wounds  that  he  had  re- 
ceived upon  feveral  Occafionsj  he  named  the 
Confuls  and  ^he  Tribunes  under  whom  he  had 
ferved,  and  addrefiing  his  Speech  to  a  Multitude 
of  People  that  furrounded  him,  and  that  earneftly 
enquired  the  Gaufe  of  the  deplorable  Condition 
he  was  in  j  he  told  them  that  while  he  bore  Arms 
in  the  laft  War  againft  the  Sabines^  he  had  not  on- 
ly been  hindcr'd  from  cultivating  his  little  Inheri- 
tance, but  the  Enemy,  in  an  Incurfion,  after  ha- 
ving plijndered  his  Houfe,  fet  it  on  Fire,  That 
the  Necefiities  of  Life,  and  the  Tributes  which, 
notwiihftanding  his  Misfortune,  he  was  obliged 
to  pay,  had  forced  him  to  contract  Debtsj  that 
-  the  Interell  being  by  degrees  grown  to  an  excef- 
five  Sam,  he  was  reduced  to  the  melancholy  Ex- 
pedient of  yielding  up  his  Inheritance  to  difcharge 
part  of  it.  But  that  the  mercilefs  Creditor  not 
being  yet  quite  paid,  had  dragged  him  to  Prifon, 
Dion. Hal.  with  two  of  his  Children  ;  that  to  oblige  him  to 
I  6.  haften  the  Payment  of  the  Refidue,  he  had  deli- 

vered him  over  to  his  Slaves,  who,  by  his  Order, 
had  torn   his   Body  with  Whips:    At   the  fame 
time  he   flung  off  his   Garment,   and  difcovered 
his  Back  Hill  bloody  with  the  Lafhes  he  had  re- 
ceived. 
Infurreai-      The  People  already  in  Motion,  provoked  at  fo 
on  on  ac-    barbarous  an  Aftion,  uttered  a  tboufand  Cries  of 
'mbif^^'  Indignation  againft  the  Patricians.  The  Noife  ran 
in  a  moment  over  the  whole  City,  and  the  People 
.  flocked  from  all  Parts   into   the  Forum.     Thofe 
^  whom  the  like  Misfortunes  had  thrown  into  the 
Fetters  of  their  Creditors,  make  their  Efcape;  the 

Sedition 
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Sedition  quickly  finds  Leaders  and  Abettors.  The 
Auchorit}'  of  the  Magiflrate  is  no  longer  regard- 
ed 5  and  the  Confuls,  who  came  in  hopes  of  put- 
ting a  Stop  to  the  Diforder  by  their  Prefence, 
being  furrounded  by  the  People  hot  with  Fury, 
find  neither  Refpecl  nor  Obedience  in  the  Citi- 
zens. 

Appius,  abhorred  by  the  Multitude,  was  jud 
going  to  be  infulted,  if  he  had  not  efcaped  under 
Favour  of  the  Tumult.  Servilius,  tho'  more  agree- 
able to  the  People,  was  forced  to  throw  offhisCon- 
fular  Robe;  and  without  any  Markof  his  Dignity, 
he  runs  into  the  Crowd,  careffes,  embraces  the  molt 
mutinous,  and  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes  conjures  them 
to  appe.ife  this  Sedition.  He  gives  them  his  Word 
that  he  will  immediately  call  the  Senate,  and  take 
as  much  Care  of  rhe  Peoples  Interefts  in  it,  as 
any  Plebeian  could  do ;  and  as  a  Proof  of  his  Sin- 
cerity, he  proclaims  by  a  Herald  that  none  ilia! I 
take  up  any  Citizen  for  Debt,  'till  the  Sc^nate  had 
made  fome  new  Regulation  in  this  Affair. 

The  People  upon  his  Word  difperfe:  The  Se- 
nate afTembles.  Servilius  fets  forth  the  DifpoG- 
tion  of  Men's  Minds,  and  the  Neceflity  in  ilich  a 
Conjuncture  of  abating  fomewhat  of  the  Severity 
of  the  Laws.  Appius,  on  the  contrary,  always 
fixed  to  his  Opinion,  firmly  oppofes  it.  The  Di- 
verfity  of  Sentiments  breeds  a  Bitternefs  between 
thefe  two:  Appius,  who  could  not  help  lowering 
the  Ufefulnefs  of  his  Counfels  with  the  Auilerity 
of  his  Charafter,  and  the  Roughnefs  of  his  Man- 
ners, publickly  upbraids  his  CoUegue  with  being  D.  H  1. 6. 
a  Flatterer  and  a  Slave  to  the  People.  Servilius 
on  his  fide  reproach'd  him  with  the  Ruggednefs 
of  his  Temper,  his  Pride,  and  the  Animolity  he 
ihewed  againlt  the  Pkbei.vas.  The  Senate  divide 
themfelves  between  thefe  two  Great  Men  5  each 
takes  his  Party  according  to  his  Inclination  or 
Interell.     The  Difference  of  Opinions,  and  the 
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Oppofition  of  Sentiments,  raife  a  great  Noife  in 
the  AfTembly.  During  this  Tumult,  fome  Horfe- 
men  come  full  fpeed  with  an  Account  that  an  Ar- 
my of  Volfci  were  upon  their  march  to  Rome. 

This  News  was  received  very  differently  by  the 
Senate,  from  what  it  was  by  the  People.  The 
Senators,  their  Clients,  and  the  richer  fort  of 
Plebeians  take  Arms.  But  thofe  who  were  op- 
preflcd  with  Debts,  fliewing  their  Chains,  asked 
with  a  fierce  kind  of  a  Smile,  whether  it  was 
worth  their  while  to  expofe  their  Lives  to  de- 
,  fend  fuch  Ornam.ents?  And  all  thofe  Plebeians 
obiiinately  refufed  to  give  their  Names  to  be  in- 
rolled. 

The  City  was  in  that  Agitation  which  ufually 
precedes  the  greateft  Revolutions:  the  Confuls 
divided  ;  the  People  difobedient  to  their  Magi- 
ftratesj  and  the  Voljcl  at  the  Gates  o^  Rome.  The 
Senate,  who  were  almoll  equally  afraid  of  the 
Citizen  and  ihe  Enemy,  engaged  Appius  to  take 
upon  him  the  Defence  of  the  City,  becaufc  they 
hoped  the  People  would  more  willingly  follow 
his  CoUegue  into  the  Field.  Servilius,  who  was 
appointed  to  march  againft  the  Enemy,  conjures 
the  People  not  to  abandon  him  in  this  Expediti- 
on} and  to  prevail  upon  them  to  take  Arms,  he 
publifhes  a  new  Prohibition  againfl  detaining  in 
Prifon  any  Roman  Citizen  that  was  willing  to  go 
with  him  to  War,  or  feizing  his  Children  or  his 
Goods:  And  by  the  fame  Edi£t  he  eng^iges  himfelf 
in  the  Name  of  the  Senate,  to  give  the  People  at 
his  return  all  manner  of  Satisfaction  with  relation 
to  their  Debts. 

This  Declaration  was  no  fooner  publifh'd,  but 
the  People  crov/ded  in  to  lill  rhemfclves,  fome 
out  of  Affection  to  the  Conful,  whom  they  knew 
to  be  their  Friend,  and  others  that  they  might 
not  flay  in  Rome  under  the  fcvere  and  imperious 
Government  of  Appius.     But  of  all  the  Plebeians^ 

none 
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none  inrolled  themfelvcs  more  heartily,  nor  fhew" 
cd  more  Courage  againft  the  Enemy,  than  thofe 
very  Perfons  who  had  been  molt  active  in  the  kit 
Tumult.  The  Folfci  were  defeated,  andtheConfu), 
to  reward  the  Soldier  for  his  Valour  in  this  War, 
left  him  the  Plunder  of  the  Enemy's  Camp, 
without  referving  any  thing  for  the  public  Trea^ 
fury  as  was  ufual. 

The  People  at  his  Return  met  him  with  great 
Applaufes,  and  confidently  expefted  the  Effe6t  of 
his  Promife.  Servilius  left  no  Means  untried  to 
make  good  his  Word,  and  to  induce  the  Senate 
to  grant  a  general  Abolition  of  Debts.  But  v^p- 
pius^  who  looked  upon  the  leaft  Change  in  the 
Laws  to  be  dangerous,  ftrongly  oppofed  his  Col- 
legue's  Defign.  He  gave  the  Creditors  frefb 
Power  to  drag  the  Debtors  to  Prifonj  and  the 
Applaufes  he  received  for  this  from  the  Rich,  and 
the  Curfes  from  the  Poor,  equally  concurred 
to  the  confirming  of  this  Magiltrate  in  his  Se- 
verity. 

Thofe  that  were  arrefted  appealed  to  Servilius  j 
they  urged  upon  him  the  Promifes  he  had  made 
to  the  People  before  the  Campaign,  and  the  Ser- 
vices they  had  done  in  the  War.  They  cried  a- 
loud  before  his  Tribunal,  that  either  in  Quality 
ofConful  and  chief  Magiltrate,  he  fhou'd  under- 
take the  Defence  of  his  Fellow-Citizens,  or  that 
as  General  he  fhou'd  not  defert  the  Intereft  of 
his  Soldiers.  But  Servilius,  who  was  of  a  mild  . 
timorous  Character,  durft  not  declare  openly  ^- ^^\  2.^^' 
gainit  the  whole  Body  of  Patricians  5  and  endea- 
vouring to  manage  both  Parties,  he  dilbbliged 
both,  fo  that  he  got  the  Hatred  of  the  one,  and 
the  Contempt  of  the  other. 

The  People  finding  themfelves  abandoned  by 
Servilius,  and  perfecuted  by  his  Collegue,  aflem- 
ble  tumultuoufly,  confer,  and  refolvcd  to  owe  the 
Redrefs  of  their  Grievances  only  to  themfelves, 
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and  to  oppofe  Tyranny  with  Force.  The  Deb- 
tors being  purfued  into  the  very  Forum  by  their 
Creditor?,  there  find  a  fure  Refuge  among  the 
Crowd  ;  the  Multitude  in  fiw^  beat,  difperfe,  and 
repulfe  thofe  mercilefs  Creditors,  who  implore  in 
vain  the  Affiftance  of  the  Laws.  A  new  Irrup- 
tion of  the  Folfci^  the  Sabines^  and  the  jEqui^ 
raifes  the  Courage  of  the  People  higher  than  be- 
fore, and  they  openly  refufe  to  march  againil  the 
Enemy. 
Tear  of  A.  ViRGiNius,  and  T.  Vetusius,  who  fucceed- 

Rome        £(3  Appius  and  Servilius  in  the  Confulate,   at- 
^^^'  tempted  to  quell  this  Tumult  by  dint  of  Authori- 

ty. They  caufed  a  Plebeian  tp  be  feized  that  refu- 
fed  to  lift  himfelfj  but  the  People,  ftill  furious, 
tore  him  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Lidors^  and  the 
Confuls  experienced  on  this  occalion,  how  little 
Refpeft  is  paid  to  Majefty  wichout  Strength.  A 
Difobedience  fo  declar'd,  and  fo  little  different 
from  a  Revolt,  alarmed  the  Senate,  which  aflem- 
hled  extraordinarily.  T.  Largius,  whom  we  have 
feen  DlEiator.^  gave  his  Opinion  firlf.  That  anci- 
ent Magiftrate,  fo  venerable  for  his  Wifdom  and 
Firmnefs,  faid,  "  That  he  faw,  with  abundance 
"  of  Grief,  Rome  fplit  as  it  were  into  two  Na- 
''  tions,  and  forming  two  different  Cities.  Than 
"  the  firll  was  full  of  nothing  but  Riches,  and 
"  Pride,  and  the  fecond  of  Mifery  and  Rebellion. 
"  That  there  was  no  appearance  in  either  of  Ju- 
"  ftice  or  of  Honour,  or  even  of  common  De- 
''  cency  j  and  that  the  Haughtinefs  of  the  Great 
"  was  no  lefs  odious  than  the  Difobedience  of  the 
"^  common  People.  That  he  was  neverthelefs 
*'  obliged  to  own,  that  he  forefiv/  the  extream 
'5  Povrrrty  of  the  People  woti'd  always  keep  up 
^^  DifUntionj  and  that  he  did  not  think  it  pofli- 
'^^  big  to  reftore  Peace  and  Union  between  thefe 
'■^  two  Orders,  any  othcrwife  than  by  a  general 
"  Abolition  of  the  Debts. 

Other 
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Other  Senators  were  for  reflraining  this  Favour 
to  thofe  who  in  the  laft  Wars  had  done  good  Ser- 
vice to  the  Commonwealth  j  and  reprefented  that 
it  was  no  more  than  a  Piece  of  Juiiice  that  was 
due  to  them,  and  for  which  Servilius's  Promife 
Hood  engaged. 

Appius,  wken  it  was  his  turn  to  fpeak,  was  e-  AppiusV 
qually  againft  both  thofe  Propolals :    *' All  thefe/^'*/' 
"  Seditions,   fays  he,   do   not  proceed   from  the  ^P^^^^' 
"  People's  Want  j  they  are  much  rather  the  Ef- 
''  fed  of  an  unbridled  Licentioufnefs,  which  the 
"  Seditious  are   pleafed  to  call  by  the  Name  of 
"  Liberty.     All  this  Confufion  has  its  Rife  from 
*'  the  Abufe  which  the  People  makes  of  the  Lex 
"  Valeria;  they  violate  the  Majefty  of  the  Con- 
"  fuls  with  Impunity,  becaufe  the  Mutinous  know 
''  they  can  appeal  from  the  Condemnation  of  their 
"  Crime  to  the  very  Accomplices  of  their  Guilt  j 
"  and  what  Order  can  we  ever  hope  to  eftablifh 
"  in  a  State,   where  the  Decrees  of  the  Magi- 
"  ftrates  arc  fubjeft  to  the  Revifal  and  Judgment 
"  of  a  Rabble  that   are  guided   by  nothing  but 
"  their  Fury  and   Caprice?    We   mull   create  a 
"  Dilator,  added  Appius^  whofe  Judgments  are 
"  without  Appeal 5   and   then  you  need  not  fear 
"  that  any  Plebeian  will  be  fo  infolent  as  to  re- 
"  pulfe   the   Li6lors   of  a   Magirtratc,    who  has 
"  the  fovereign  Difpofal  of  the:r  Lives  and  For- 
"  tunes. 

The  young  Senators  jealous  of  the  Senate's  Ho- 
nour, and  thofe  efpecially  whofe  Interell  was  con- 
cerned in  the  Abolition  of  the  Debts,  declared 
for  Appius'^  Opinion  J  they  were  even  for  bellow- 
ing that  great  Dignity  upon  him  :  They  faid  that 
none  but  a  Man  of  his  Firmnefs  and  Intrepidity.^ 
cou'd  reduce  the  People  to  their  Duty.  But  the 
old  Senators,  and  the  more  moderate,  thought; 
that  fupreme  Power  formidable  enough  of  itlelf, 
without  placing  it  in  a  Man  naturally  fevere,  and 
G  4  odious 
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M.  Vale-  odious  to  the  Multitude.  One  of  the  Confuls  by 
nus  Z)/^^- ^.j^gjj.  ^(jvice  named  for  Diftator  Manius  Vale- 
Te'ar  of  ^^^s  the  Son  of  Volefius.  He  was  a  confulary 
Rome  Man,  above  threefcore  and  ten  Years  old,  and  of 
259  a  Family  from  which  the  People  had  no  reafon  to 

Liv.  Dec.  ^^^^  either  Pride  or  Injuftice. 
D.H.  i,  6.      The  Dictator,  Plebeian  in  his  Inclination,   na- 
med for  General  of  the  Horfe  ^intus  Sevvilius^ 
the  Brother   of  him  that   had  been  Conful,  and 
who  was  of  Opinion  like  himfelf,  that  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  Juftice  in  the  Peoples  Complaints : 
He   then   convened   a   general    AITembly   in   the 
Place  of  the  Comitia.     He  appeared  in  it  with  a 
Countenance  at  once  both  grave  and  modeftj  and 
addrefling  himfelf  to  the  People,   he  told  them , 
that  they  need  have  no  Apprehenfions  that  either 
their  Liberty,  or  the  Lex  Valeria^  which  was  its 
chief  Support,  wouM  be  in  Danger  under  a  Difta- 
tor  of  the  Family  oi  Falerius  Publicola.     That  he 
did  not  afcend  his  Tribunal  to  cheat  them  with 
falfe  Promifesj  that  indeed  there  was  a  NecefTity 
of  marching  againft  the  Enemies  who  were  ad- 
vancing towards  Rome^  but  that  he  wou'd  engage 
in  his  own  Name,  and  on   the  part  of  the  Se- 
nate,  to  give   them  full  Satisfailion  with  relati- 
on to  their  Complaints  at  their  return  from  the 
Campaign:    "  And  in  the  mean  while,  fays  he, 
"  by  the  Sovereign  Power  with  which  I  am  in- 
''  verted,   I   declare  your  Perfons,   your  Lands, 
"  and  your  Goods,  to  be  perfeftly  'i\cc:  I  fufpend 
"  the   Effed   of  all  Obligations   that   might  be 
"  made  ufe  of  to  give  you  trouble:    Come  and 
"  affill  us  to  conquer  new  Lands  from  our  Ene- 
"  mies  for  your  ufe. 

This  Speech  filled  the  People  with  Hopes  and 
with    Comfort.      Every    body   took    Arms   with 
Plcafurc,  and  ten  Legions  were  raifed  compleat ; 
Id.  Ibid,    three  were  given  to  each  Conful,  and  the  Dicta- 
tor referved  four  to  himfelf.     The  Ro;i.'.'Ws  march- 
4  cd 
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ed  againft  the  Enemy  on  different  Sides ;  the  Di- 
ftator  routed  the  Sabtnes^  and  the  Confiil  Vetusi- 
\5S  gained  a  fignal  Vi6tory  over  the  Volfci^  took 
firlt  their  Camp,  and  then  Velitr<e  ^  into  which 
Place  he  entred  Sword  in  hand  in  Purfuit  of  the 
Vanquifhed >  and  A,  Virginius  the  other  Confulp 
defeated  the  JEqtii^  and  won  a  compleat  VilStory, 
which  by  means  of  the  hafty  Fhght  of  the  Enemy, 
was  without  much  bloodfhed. 

The  Senate  apprehending  that  the  Soldiers  at 
their  return  wou'd  challenge  of  the  Diftator  the 
Execution  of  his  Promifes,  defircd  him  and  the 
two  Confuls  to  detain  the  Soldiers  dill  under  their 
Enfigns,  upon  pretence  that  the  War  was  not 
quite  finiihed.  The  two  Confuls  obeyed  j  but  the 
Di6lator,  whofe  Authority  was  more  independent 
of  the  Senate,  disbanded  his  Army.  He  declared 
his  Soldiers  free  of  the  Oath  they  took  when 
they  lifted  themfelvesj  and  as  a  new  Proof  of  his 
Affedion  to  the  People,  he  chofe  out  of  than 
Order  four  hundred  of  the  moll;  confiderable, 
whom  he  brought  into  that  of  the  Knights.  He 
then  went  to  the  Senate,  and  demanded  th^tj-^,rf-Z^f 
they  would  dilengagc  his  Word  by  a  Senatui-con- 
fultmn^  and  abolifli  all  the  Debts.  The  oldeft  Se- 
nators and  the  beft  Men,  excepting  only  Appius, 
were  for  confenting  to  this  Demand,  But  the 
Faftion  of  the  Rich  got  the  better,  and  they  were 
backed  by  the  young  Senators,  who  looked  upon 
all  Propofals  in  favour  of  the  People,  as  fo  many 
Diminutions  of  the  Senate's  Authority.  There 
were  even  feveral  that  prefuming  upon  the  Di- 
ctator's extream  good  Nature,  reproached  -him, 
that  he  fought  by  the  vileft  Methods  the  Applau- 
fes  of  a  bafe  Populace.  His  Demand  was  rejcfted 
with  great  7\imult  5  and  he  was  made  to  under- 
iland,  that  if  his  Dignity  had  not  fet  him  above 
the  Laws,  the  Senate  wou'd  call  him  to  an  Ac- 
count for  disbanding  his  Army,  as  a  thing  contra- 
ry 
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ry  to  the  military  Laws,  and  efpecially  while  the 
Enemies  of  the  Republic  were  ftill  in  Arms. 
TheDiaa-  "  ^  plainly  perceive,  fays  that  venerable  old 
tor  Vale-  "  Man,  that  I  am  not  agreeable  to  you :  I  am 
riusV  "  accufed  of  being  too  popular  5  may  the  Gods 
Speech  in    (.<.  g^^^^^  ^j^^^  ^Ij  ^j^^  Defenders  of  the  Roman  Peo- 

holfe.^^  "  P^^5  ^^^^  ^^^1  I'i^^  hereafter,  may  be  as  mode- 
D.H.  1.6.  "  rate  as  I  am!  But  exped  not  that  I  will  de- 
"  ceive  my  Fellow-Citizens,  who  took  up  Arms 
"  upon  my  Promife,  and  who  with  the  Price  of 
"  their  Blood,  have  triumphed  over  your  Ene- 
"  mies.  A  foreign  War,  and  our  domeilic  Feuds, 
"  were  the  occafion  of  the  Repubhc's  honouring 
"  me  with  the  Diftatorfhip.  We  now  have  Peace 
''  abroad,  and  J  am  hindred  from  eftabUfhing  it 
*•'  at  home}  thus  my  Power  being  grown  ufelefs, 
*'  I  am  rcfolved  to  abdicate  this  high  Dignity. 
"  1  had  rather  behold  the  Sedition  as  a  private 
*'  Perfon,  than  with  the  Title  of  Didator." 
Concluding  with  thefe  Words,  he  left  the  Se- 
nate abruptly  and  convened  an  Aflembly  of  the 
People. 
ValenusV       When  the  AfTembly  was  formed,  he  appeared 

Speech  tn      .      .         .   ,        n      1       t-     r  c  1  •     r^-       ■  y       r    i 

the  AJfem-  i"  i^^  With  all  the  Lnhgns  ot  his  Dignity  j  he  nrit 
blj  of  the  returned  the  People  Thanks  for  theReadinefs  with 
People,       which  upon  his  Orders  they  had  taken  Arms,  and 

%^natl  ^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^"^^  ^^"^^  highly  praifed  the  Valour  and 
Courage,  which  they  had  fhewn  againil  the  Ene- 
mies of  the  Commonwealth.  "  You,  favs  he, 
"  like  good  Citizens,  have  performed  your  Duty. 
''  It  were  now  my  turn  to  acquit  myfelf  of  the 
"  Promife  I  made  you  j  but  a  Faftion  more  pow- 
"  erful  than  the  Authority  of  the  Dictator  him- 
"  felf,  hinders  the  EflTcft  of  my  fincere  Intentions. 
"  I  am  publickly  called  an  Enemy  to  the  Senate} 
"  my  Condu6t  is  cenfured  5  it  is  laid  to  me  as  a 
"  Crime,  that  I  left  you  the  Spoils  of  our  Ene- 
"  mies,  and  above  all,  that  I  abfolvcd  you  from 
"  the  military  Oath.     I  know  after  what  man- 

"  ner. 
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"  ner,  in  the  Strength  of  my  Years,  I  fhou'd  have 

''  anfvvered  fuch  Injuries:  but  they  defpife  ^"  o^'^  j)  h  1  6 

'^  Man  of  above  threefcore  and  ten  >  and  as  I  am 

"  now  paft   either  revenging   my  felf,  or  doing 

"  Juftice  to  you,  I  freely  throw  up  a  Dignity  in 

"  which  I  can  do  you  no  Service.     If  however 

"  any  one  of  my  Fellow- Citizens  ftill  condemns 

"  me  for  the  Inexecution  of  my  Word,  1  willing- 

"  ly  put  the  fmall  Remains  of  Life,  which  I  have 

"  left,  into  his  Hands ;  he  may  deprive  me  of  it, 

"  and  I  Ihall  neither  murmur  at  it,    nor  oppofe 

"  it. 

The  People  heard  this  Difcourfe  with  no  Sen- 
timents but  of  Refpe6t  and  Veneration:  every 
body  did  him  the  Jullice  he  deferved,  and  he  was 
conducted  quite  home  to  his  Houfe  by  the  Mul- 
titude, with  as  many  Praifes  as  if  he  had  pro- 
nounced the  Abolition  of  the  Debts.  The  Peo- 
ple turned  their  whole  Indignation  againft  the 
Senate,  which  had  fo  often  deceived  them. 
They  now  keep  no  further  Meafuresj  the  Ple- 
heians  aflemble  publickly,  and  the  moil:  violent 
Propofals  are  mod  agreeable  to  the  Multitude. 
The  two  Confuls,  who  IHII  held  the  Soldiers  en- 
gaged by  their  Oath,  in  concert  with  the  Senate, 
marched  into  the  Field,  under  pretence  of  News 
which  they  had  caufed  to  be  brought,  that  the 
Enemies  were  making  new  Preparations.  The 
People  who  perceived  the  Artifice,  went  not  out 
of  Rome  without  the  utmoft  Fury  5  the  hotter 
fort,  rather  than  go  any  farther,  were  even  for 
murdering  the  Confuls,  in  order  to  free  themfelves 
at  once  from  the  Oath  that  bound  them  to  their 
Command.  But  the  wifeft  among  them,  and 
thofe  who  Vv^ere  fwayed  by  the  Fear  of  the  Gods, 
having  reprdented  to  them,  that  no  Oath  was 
worth  making  void  by  fuch  a  Crime,  the  Sol- 
diers took  another  Method.  They  rcfolved  to 
leave  their   Country,  and  fix  themfelves  a  nev/ 

Settle- 
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Settlement  out  of  Rome.  They  immediately  take 
^'^''  "^  up  their  Enfigns,  change  their  Officers,  and  by 
2rg.  the  Advice,  and  under  the  ConduQi  o^ i  Plebeian 

D.H.  1. 6.  named  Sicimus  Bellutus^   they  retire,  and  incamp 
upon  a  Mountain,  fituate  three  Miles  from  JRomey 
the  Mon  "  ^^^'^  the  River  i&veron^  and  fince   called  Mom 
Sacer.       Sacer. 

A  Defertion  fo  general,  and  which  looked  like 
the  beginning  of  a  Civil  War,  gave  great  Un- 
cafinefs  to  the  Senate.  They  immediately  fet 
Guards  at  the  Gates  of  the  City,  as  well  for  its 
Security,  as  to  hinder  the  reft  of  the  Plebeiam 
from  joining  the  Malecontents.  But  thofe  who 
were  laden  with  Debts,  and  the  moft  mutinous 
and  feditious,  efcaped  notwithftanding  this  Pre- 
caution j  and  Rome  faw  at  her  Gates  a  formidable 
Army  made  up  of  part  of  her  own  Citizens,  and 
ready  to  turn  their  Arms  upon  thofe  that  remain'd 
in  the  City. 
D.H.  ],  6.  The  Patricians  divide  themfelves  out  into  dif- 
ferent Tasks:  fome  at  the  Head  of  their  Clients, 
and  of  fuch  Plebeians  as  would  not  take  part  in 
the  Sedition,  fccure  the  moft  advanced  Pofts;  o- 
thers  intrench  themfelves  at  the  Entrance  of  the 
City ;  the  old  Men  undertake  the  Defence  of  the 
Walls,  and  all  appear  equally  vigorous  and  refo- 
lute. 
TheSe-  The  Senate  after  thefe  Precautions,  fend  a  De- 

naies  De-  putatiou  to  the  Makcontents^  to  offer  them  a  ge- 
putics  jent  j^gp^j  Pardon,  and  exhort  them  to  return  into  the 
City,  or  to  their  Enfigns.  But  this  Step  taken 
too  foon,  and  in  the  firft  heat  of  the  Sedition, 
only  fcrved  to  increafe  the  Infolence  of  the  Sol- 
dier. The  Deputies  were  fent  back  contemptu- 
oufly,  with  no  other  Anfwer  but,  That  the  Pa- 
tricians fhould  quickly  find  what  Enemies  they 
had  to  deal   with. 

The  return  of  thefe  Envoys  augmented   the 
Trouble  in  the  City,    The  two  Confuls,  whofe 

Magi- 
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Magiftrature  was  expiring,  appointed  the  Aflen:i- 
bly  for  the  Ele6tion  of  their  Succeflorsj  no  body 
at  fo  dangerous  a   time  prcfented  himfelf  Candi- 
date for  that   Dignity  i    feveral  even  refufed   it. 
At  length  they  cbhged  Pofthumius  Comimus,  and  jr,^^  ^r- 
Spurius  CaJJius  Fifcelinus^   both  Confular  Perfons,  Rome 
to  accept  it,  and  the  Senate  pitched  upon  them,  ^^o^ «'" 
becaufe  they  were  equally  agreeable  to  the  No-  ^^^' 
bles  and  Plebeians^   and  becaufe  CaJJius  efpecially 
had  always  behaved  himfelf  very  artfully  between 
the  two  Parties. 

The  firft  care  of  the  new  Confuls,  was  to  con- 
vene the  Senate  to  deliberate  upon  the  moll  fpeedy 
and  eafy  Methods  of  reiloring  Peace  and  Union  a- 
mongft  the  feveral  Orders  of  the  State. 

Menenius  Agrippa,   a  Confular  Perfon,  and  „     .    ^ 
illuftrlous  for  the  Integrity  of  his  Manners,  who  ^y-jviene-' 
was  ordered  to  give  his  Opinion  firfl:,  was  for  fend-  nias. 
ing  new  Deputies  to  the  Male  contents,^  with  full 
Power  to  conclude  this  ugly  Bufmefs,  upon  Vv'hat- 
cver  Conditions   they  fliou'd    think  necefiary  for 
the  good  of  the  Republic.    Some  Senators  thought 
it  wou'd  be  a  Derogation  to  the  Majefly  of  the 
Senate,  to   fend  another   Deputation  "to   Rebels, 
who  had  given  fuch  an  unworthy  Reception  to  their 
jfirftMeiTengers.     But  Menenius  urged,  that  this 
was  no  time  to  infill  upon  a  vain  Formality  \  that  His  speech 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Republic,   and  an  indif- ^^^^^'^^* 
penfable  Necellity  to  which  the  Gods  therafelves  '^^^^' 
were  forced   to   fubmit,   obliged   the  Senate  to 
court  the   People.     That  Rome^  the   Terror  of 
her  Neighbours,  was  in  a  manner  beficgcd  by  her 
own  Citizens  j  that  indeed  they  had  as  yet  com- 
mitted no  A61:  of  Hoflility,  but  that  for' this  very 
Reafon  they  ought  to  prevent  the  beginning  of  a 
War,  which  cou'd  not  but  be  fatal  to  the  State, 
let  the  Succefs  be  what  it  would. 

He  added,  that  the  Sabincs^  the  rolfci^  the  yS- 
^///,  and  the  Hermci^  all  irreconcileable  Enemies  of 

the 
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the  Roman  Name,  wou'd  already  have  joined  the 
Rebels,  if  they  had  not  perhaps  thought  it  more 
proper  to   let   the  Romans  weaken   and  deftroy 
themfelves  by  their  own  Divifions.    That  no  great 
Affiftance  was  to  be  expected  from  their  Allies > 
that  the  Nations  of  Campania   and  'Tufcany  were 
but  of  a  doubtful  Faith,  and  were  always  govern- 
ed by  Events;  that  they  were  not  at  all  more  fe- 
cure  of  the  Latins^   a  People  jealous  of  the  Su- 
periority  of  Rome^   and  ever   fond   of  Novelty. 
That  the  Patricians  deceived  themfelves,   if  they 
hoped  merely  with  the  help  of  their  Clients  and 
Slaves,   to  withftand   fo   many  domeftic  and  fo- 
reign Enemies,  who  wou'd  join  to  deftroy  aPower 
they  abhorred. 
Valerius         M.  Valerius^   whom  we   fpoke  of  jufl:  before, 
inveighs    whofe  Mind  was  embittered   againO;   the  Senate, 
^^^''^  ^'^^  added   to  what   Menenius  had   faid,  That   every 
d!h.1.  6.  thing  was  to  be  feared  from  the  Fury  o^  iht  Male- 
contents^   mod   of  whom   had  already  abandoned 
the  Care  of  their  Inheritances,  and  the  Culture  of 
the   Lands,  as   Men   who   had   renounced   their 
Country,  and   thought  of  nothing  but    fettling 
elfewhere.     That  Rome  wou'd  become  a  Defarr, 
and  that  the  Senate,  by  being  too  inflexible,  wou'd 
be  the  occafion  of  the  lofs  of  its  chief  Strength, 
by  the  forc'd  Retreat  of  mod  of  the  Inhabitants. 
That  if  they  had  followed  his  Advice  during  his 
Didatorfliip,  they  might  by  the  Abolition  of  the 
Debts  have  preferved  Union  and  Peace  among  the 
feveral  Orders  of  the  State  i   but  that  they  muft 
not  imagine  the  People,  who  had  fo  often  been 
cheated  by  the  falfe  Promifes  of  the  Senate,  wou'd 
be  fatisfied  now  with  that  Abolition.     That  he 
was  afraid  the  ill  Treatment  they  had   received, 
wou'd  make  them  demand   ftrong  Securities  for 
the  Continuance  of  their  Rights  and  Liberties. 
That  they  mull;  needs  confefs,   that  mofl  of  the 
Plebeians  were  difpoiled    of  their   Inheritances; 
4  that 
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that  the  poor  V/ retches  were  thrown  into  Chains 
like  fo  many  Criminals,  and  that  they  complained 
perhaps  with  fome  Jullice,  that  the  Nobles  and 
Patricians^  contrary  to  the  original  Conilitution 
of  the  State,  ftudied  nothing  but  how  to  make 
themfelves  Mafters  of  the  Government.  That 
the  Creation  of  a  Didator,  a  modern  Invention 
of  the  Senate's,  quite  deilroyed  the  Purpofe  oF 
the  Lex  Faleria^  the  Peoples  Refuge,  and  the 
Guardian  of  their  Liberty.  That  this  abfolute 
Power  intruded  in  the  Hands  of  a  fingle  Perfon, 
wou'd  in  time  enable  fome  Man  to  become  the 
Tyrant  of  his  Country  5  that  thefe  Innovations 
owed  their  rife  to  the  imperious  Maxims  oi Ap- 
pius  Claudius^  and  others  of  his  Stamp,  whofeem'd 
to  be  wholly  taken  up  with  the  Defign  of  eda- 
blifhing  the  Dominion  of  the  Nobles  upon  the 
Ruins  of  the  public  Liberty  j  and  to  reduce  free 
Citizens  to  the  vile  Condition  of  Subjeds,  and 
Slaves  to  the  Senate. 

Appius  arofe  when  it  was  his  turn  to  fpeak,  and  Applus 
addreffing  himfelf  to  M.Valerius:  "  If  you  had '^{(/"^"'•f 
"  confined  your  felf,  fays  he,  merely  to  fpenk  ^''^^^^''^• 
"  your  mind,  without  falling  upon  me  {o  unjuftly, 
"  you  had  not  expofed  your  fclf  to  hear  Truths, 
*'  which  may  not  be  very  agreeable  to  you.  But 
"  before  I  offer  them  to  this  Body,  it  is  jufi:  I 
'*  fhould  anfwer  your  Calumnies.  Tell  me,  Va- 
"  lerius^  where  are  the  Romans  that  I  have  pro- 
"  fecnted  with  the  Rigor  of  Juftice,  to  oblige 
"  them  to  pay  me  what  they  owe  me?  Name 
"  the  Citizens  that  I  have  kept  in  Chains 3  go 
''  even  to  Mount  Velia^  and  fearch  among  that 
"  Crowd  o{M alec  out  ents^sN\\ti\-\^x\.\it\'t  is  fo  much 
"  as  one  that  will  fay,  he  left  the  City  only  for 
''  fear  of  being  imprifoned  by  me.  Every  body 
"  knows  on  the  contrary,  that  I  have  ufed  my 
''  Debtors  like  my  Clients  and  Friends  ;  that 
''  without   conlidering    the   old  Debrs^    I   have 

"  free!'/ 
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freely  aflirted  them  again  in  their  Neceflities, 
and  that  as  much  as  in  me  lay,  the  Citizens 
were  always  free.  Not  that  I  propofe  my  Con- 
du6fc  as  a  Rule  for  others  j  I  will  always  con- 
tend for  the  Authority  of  the  Laws  in  favour 
of  thofe  that  apply  to  them.  I  am  even  con- 
vinced, that  with  regard  to  certain  Debtors 
that  fpend  their  Lives  in  Idlenefs  and  Debau- 
chery, it  is  as  reafonable  to  make  them  pay,  as 
it  is  noble  and  generous  to  forgive  poor  Citi- 
zens who  are  peaceful  and  laborious,  but  whofe 
Misfortunes  have  reduced  them  to  extream 
Want :  Such  has  been  my  Conduft,  and  fuch 
are  the  imperious  Maxims  with  which  I  am 
charged.  But  I  have  declared  myfelf  a  Fa- 
vourer of  the  Great,  fay  they,  and  it  is  upon 
my  Counfels  that  they  have  poffefled  themfelves 
of  the  Government.  This  Crime,  Gentlemen, 
added  Appius^  turning  towards  the  chief  of  the 
Senate,  I  am  guilty  of  in  commo'^i  with  you. 
The  Government  belongs  to  you,  and  you  are 
too  wife  to  yield  it  up  to  an  unbridled  Rabble, 
to  that  furious  Beaft  which  hearkens  to  none 
but  its  Flatterers,  but  yet  whofe  Slaves  often 
become  their  Tyrants j  and  this  is  what  we 
ought  to  apprehend  from  M.  Valerius \  who, 
tho'  he  has  no  Credit  in  the  Republic,  but 
thro'  the  Offices  with  which  we  have  ho- 
noured him,  makes  ufe  of  it  now  to  ruin  our 
Laws,  to  change  the  Form  of  our  Government, 
and  to  pave  himfelf  by  his  mean  Condefcentions 
a  Way  to  the  Tyranny.  You  have  heard  his 
own  Words,  and  mult  have  obfervcd,  that  be- 
ing better  informed  than  us  of  the  pernicious 
Defigns  of  the  Rebels,  he  gives  you  notice  to 
prepare  for  nev/  Pretenfions  j  and  under  colour 
of  demanding  Security  for  the  Liberty  of  the 
People,  he  feeks  nothing  but  to  deflroy  that  of 
the  Senate. 

«  But 
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"  But  to  come  to  the  chief  point,  upon  which  Sentmeni 
"  we  meet  this  day.    1  fay  then,  that  it  is  flriking  ^^  Appius 
"  at  the  very  Foundation  of  a  State  to  change  its  the  Debit 
"  Laws,   and    that    it    is  impoffible  to  annul  the 
"  Contracts  between  private  Perfons,  without  vio- 
"  lating   the   public  Faith,  and  ruining  that  ori- 
"  ginal    Contrad,    which    firft   formed    Societies 
"  among  Men.     Will  you  now  grant  to  a  Sedi- 
"^  tious  Mob,   who  arc  ready  to  turn  their  Arms 
"  agamft   their   Country,    what   you    have   often 
"  prudently  rcfufed  to  quiet  Citizens,  and  Soldi- 
''  ers  that  fought  bejieath  your  Enfigns?   Confi- 
*'  der  that  you  cannot  recede  from  this  Article  of 
''  the  Debts,  without  opening  a  Door  at  the  fame 
"  time  to  new  Pretenfions.    E'er  long  the  Leaders 
'^'  of  the  Sedition,   in  concert  with  M.  Valerius^ 
"  will  want  to  be  admitted  into  the  chief  Digni- 
"  ties   of  the   State.     May  the   tutelar  Gods   of 
Rome  grant,   that   the  Government   do  not  at 
laft  fill  wholly  into  the  Hands  of  a  bafe  Popu- 
lace,  that  will  punifh  you  for  your  weaknefs, 
and  banilh  you  your  felves  from  your  Country ! 
It  is  endeavoured  to  terrify  you  with  the  Arms 
of  the  Rebels  \  but  have  not  you  their  Wives 
*••  and  Children  inHodage?  Will  they  attack  with 
"  open  Force,  a  City  which  inclofes  all  that  they 
"  hold  mod  dear?    But    I  will   grant   that    they 
"  have  no  more  regard  to  the  Ties  of  Blood,  than 
"  to  the  Laws  of  the  Government :  Have  they  Inveaives 
''  the  Generals,  the  Proviiions,  and  Money  necef-  ^^'''jj'f  ^^^' 
"  fary  to  maintain  themfelves  in   fuch  an  Enter- 
"  prize?  What  will  become  of  them  during  Win- 
"  ter,  which  is  now  approaching,  without  Bread, 
*'  without  Shelter,  and  without  daring  to  ftrag- 
"  gle  for  fear  of  falling  into  our  Hands?  If  they 
"  take  refuge  among  our  Neighbours,  w^ill  they 
"  not  find  the  Government  there,   a>s  well  as  at 
''  Rome^  in  the  Hands  of  the  Great  ?  Can  Rebels 
*'  and  Run-aways  expe6t  to  be  placed  in  any  o- 

H  ther 
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^'  ther  condition,  but  that  of  v/retched  Slaves? 
"  But  perhaps  it  is  feared  that  they  will  join  their 
"  Arms  and  befiege  Rome^  deftitutc  of  a  fufficient 
"  number  of  Inhabitants  for  her  Defence,  as  if  the 
■"  ftrength  of  the  Republic  lay  wholly  in  the  Re-' 
"  bels.  But  have  you  not  amongft  the  Patricians 
"  a  flourifhing  Youth,  and  full  of  Courage?  Our 
"  Clients  who  are  the  founded  part  of  the  Re- 
"  public,  are  they  not  like  us,  immoveably  faith- 
"  ful  to  her  Interelis  ?  Nay,  if  occafion  be ,  let 
"  us  arm  our  Slaves,  let  us  make  them  a  new  Peo- 
**  pie  J  them  we  ihall  find  Obedient.  They  have 
*'  in  our  Service,  and  by  our  Example,  learnt  to 
"-make  War.  How  lloutly  will  they  fight,  if 
"  Liberty  is  to  be  the  Reward  of  their  Valour  ? 
"  But  if  all  thefe  helps  do  not  yet  fcem  fufficient, 
"  recall  your  Colonies.  You  know  Ipy  the  laft 
"  numbering  of  the  People,  that  the  Republic 
p.  293.  an.  "  ^^^  "°  ^^^^  ^^^"  ^  Hundred  and  thirty  Thoufand 
246.  "  Heads  of  Families  J  there  are  fcarce  the  feventh 

"  part  of  thefe  among  the  Makcontents.  To  con- 
"  elude,  .rather  than  have  the  Law  diftated  to  us 
"  by  thefe  Rebels,  grant  the  Latins  the  right  of 
"  Citizens  of  Rome^  which  they  have  fo  long  fued 
''  for.  You  will  then  fee  them  immediately  run 
"  to  your  Afiirtance ,  and  you  vi'ill  want  neither 
"  Soldiers  nor  Citizens.  To  reduce  my  Opinion 
"  to  a  few  words,  I  think  we  ought  not  to  fend 
"  Deputies  to  the  Rebels,  nor  do  any  thing  that 
"  can  ihov/  the  lead  Fear  or  Uneafinefs.  If  they 
"  return  to  their  Duty,  we  ought  to  ufe  them 
"  gently  J  but  we  lliould  purfue  them  Sword  in 
"  Hand  if  they  perhll;  in  their  Revolt. 
Ihe  Senate  An  Advice  fo  full  of  Refolution  was  followed, 
divided,  jj,^'  ^i-jj-o'  different  Views,  by  the  Fa6lion  of  the 
Rich,  iind  by  all  the  young  Senators.  The  two 
Confuls  o\-\  the  other  hand,  who  were  Plebeians 
by  Inclination,  and  who  courted  the  Affedion  of 
the  Multitude,  and  the  old  Mcn^  naturally  timo- 
rous. 
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rous,  maintained,  that  Civil  War  was  the  greateft 
Calamity  that  cou'd  befal  a  State.  They  were 
backed  by  fuch  of  the  Senate  as  regarded  only  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  Liberty,  and  who  doubt- 
ed whether  fome  ambitious  and  enterprizing  Man 
might  not  arifc  even  out  of  the  body  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  by  the  help  of  thefe  Divifions  make 
hirafelf  fole  Maftcr  of  the  Government.  But  fcarce 
were  they  fo  much  as  heard  j  the  place  was  filled 
with  nothing  but  Clamour  and  Threatning.  The 
youngelt  Senators,  infolent  upon  account  of  their 
Birth,  and  jealous  of  the  Prerogatives  of  their 
Rank,  went  even  fo  flu*  as  to  intimate  to  the  Con- 
fuls,  that  they  fufpeded  them.  They  told  ihem 
they  reprefented  the  Perfon  of  Kings,  that  they 
had  their  Authority  and  that  of  the  Senate  to 
maintain  againft  the  Invafions  of  the  People;  and 
the  more  Violent  declared,  that  if  the  leaft  Infuk 
was  offered  to  it,  they  wou'd  take  Arais  to  pre- 
ferve  to  their  Order  a  Power  which  they  had  re-  ' 
ceived  from  their  Anceflors. 

The  two  Confuls,  who  wei'e  refolved  to  favour  Po/icy  of 
the  People,  after  having  conferred  together  in  pri-  theConjuls 
vale,  determmed  to  give  thefe  hot  Spirits  time  to 
grovv'  cool,  and  for  that  purpofe  to  put  off  the 
Decifion  of  this  great  Affair  to  the  next  Allembly. 
But  before  they  broke  up,  in  order  to  intimidate 
the  young  Senators,  who  had  talked  to  them  too 
audaciouily,  they  thrcatned  to  deprive  them  of 
the  right  of  Suffrage,  by  fixing  the  Age  necefliiry 
to  qualii^/  a  Man  to  be  a  Senator,  unlefs  they 
behaved  themfclves  for  the  future  with  more  Mo- 
defty  in  fo  venerable  an  Aflembly.  As  that  had 
not  yet  been  fettled,  the  young  Senators,  more 
afraid  of  lofing  their  Rank  than  their  Point, 
truckled  to  the  Menaces  and  Power  of  the  Con- 
fals,  who  at  the  fame  time  made  ufe  of  another 
Artifice  againd  the  older  Senators  that  oppofed 
the  Abolition  of  the  Debts.     They  gave  them  to 
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iinderll-and,  thar  they  cou'd  not  bear  this  divifion 
in  the  Senate,  and  that  if  the  Fathers  did  not  en- 
ter into  more  unanimous  Meafures,  they  wou'd 
carry  this  Affliir  before  the  People  ;  that  they 
cou'd  not  without  Injuflice  refufe  them  the  Cog- 
nizance of  it,  according  to  what  was  practifed  even 
1  under  the  Government  of  the  Kings. 

7bc  Sena.  y {-.g  Senators  who  had  embraced  Jppius's  Opi- 
tvrscompy.  ^^-^^^  ^^jj.j^  ^^^  Warmth,  plainly  faw  by  the  turn 
v/hich  theConfuls  gave  to  this  Atfair,  that  it  wou'd 
flip  from  them  if  they  periifled  in  their  firft  Inten- 
tions. The  fear  of  falling  into  the  Peoples  hand 
ilaggcred  them  j  the  Tears  and  Cries  of  the  Wo- 
men and  Children  who  embraced  their  Knees,  and 
begged  of  them  their  Fathers  and  their  Husbands, 
iinifhcd  the  perfwafion  of  them:  And  the  Senate 
being  convened  again,  the  greater  number  declared 
for  coming  to  an  Agreement.  Appiiis^  always  im- 
moveable in  his  Opinion,  and  incapable  of  chang- 
ing it  but  for  the  force  of  Reafon,  remained  almolt 
alone  in  his  cppofition,  with  fome  few  of  his  Re- 
lations, who  out  of  decency  cou'd  not  leave  him. 
/ippiusV  The  Confuls  triumphed  upon  having  brought 
Vndatmt-  the  Senate,  almoffc  in  fpight  of  themfelves,  to 
ednejs.  come  into  their  meafures.  Appius^  who  was  per- 
fuaded  that  all  manner  of  Negotiation  with  the 
Rebels  tended  to  the  diminution  of  the  Senate's 
Authority,  addrefling  himfeif  to  the  tv^^o  Confuls: 
"  Tho'  you  feem  refolved,  favs  he  to  them,  to 
''  treat  with  the  People  upon  the  Conditions  they 
''  fiiall  prefcribe  to  you>  and  that  even  thofe  wlio 
"  were  of  the  contrary  Opinion  have  changed 
"  their  Minds,  either  thro' wcaknefs  or  intercllj 
''  for  my  part  I  declare  once  more,  that  indeed 
''  we  cannot  have  too  much  regard  for  the  MiPe- 
"  ry  of  a  People  faithful  and  obedient  •,  but  I  af- 
''  firm  that  all  manner  of  Negotiation  is  danecrous 
'^  To  long  as  they  continue  in  Arms. 

As 
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As  tbe  Senate  had  taken  their  Refolution  before, 
this  DifcoLirfe  was  heard  with  Pain,  and  coniider- 
ed  as  that  of  a  Man  zealous  indeed  for  the  Senate's 
Glory,  but  too  much  opinionated  of  his  ownx^biH- 
ties,  and  either  out  of  Vanity,  or  the  Obllinacy 
of  his  humour,  incapable  of  ever  changing  his 
Opinion. 

The  Senate,    without   giving   any  heed  to  \X^  Deputies 
named  Ten  Commillioners  to  treat  with  the  Mak-fro^n  the 
contents^  and  chofe  out  of  their  own  Body  fuch  as  ff^p/^^. 
had  always  declared  in  favour  of  the  People.  TCLar- 
giiis^  Menenius  Agrippa ,   and  M.  Valerius  were  at 
the  Head  of  this  Deputation,  all  three  Confulars, 
and  of  whom  two    had   governed   the  Republic, 
and  commanded  her  Armies  in  quality  ol  Dictators : 
They  fet  forward  with  their  Colleagues  towards 
the  Camp.     This  sreat  News  was  not  thither  be- 

to  *^ 

fore  them:  the  Soldiers  ran  out  in  Crowds  to  re- 
ceive their  old  Captains,  under  whom  they  had 
fought  {o  many  Battels.  Shame  and  Rage  were 
mingled  in  the  Face  of  thefe  Rebels,  and  there 
yet  appeared  thro'  the  public  difcontent  a  remain- 
der of  the  former  refpefV  created  by  the  Dignity 
of  Command,  efpecially  when  fupportcd  by  great 
Merit. 

The  meer  Prefence  of  thefe  great  Men  liad  been 
fufficicnt  to  bring  back  the  Rebels  to  their  Duty, 
if  dangerous  Spirits  had  not  taken  care  to  keep  up 
the  Fire  of  Divifion. 

S I  CI  N I  u  s  B  E  L  L  UTU  s,  as  we  fiid  before,  had  S-^'"''-^^^ 
gained  the  Confidence  of  thefe  Soldier.^ :  he  was  a  ^f "'  ^.-^ 
Fkaeian^  very  ambitious,  but  artiul,  a  great  Maircr  of  the  Peo- 
at  fomenting  Difcord,   and  one  that  cxpefted  h'lSfle, 
own  Advancement  from  the  Troubles  of  the  State. 
He  was  backed  in  his  Defigns  by  another  Pleheiaii 
much  of  the  fame  Character,  but  fomewhat  more 
crafty.     He  was  named  Lucius  Junius,  like 
the  ancient  Deliverer  of  Romc^  tfio'  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent Family:    nay,   he  affected  the  Surname  of 
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Brutus^  out  of  a  ridiculous  vanity  of  comparing 
himfelf  with  that  ilhiftrious  Patrician.  This  Ple- 
beian advifed  Sicinius  to  crofs  at  firfl:  the  Ne- 
gotiation of  the  Deputies,  and  to  create  new  Ob- 
Itacles  againft  Union  and  Peace,  in  order  to  find 
out  what  advantage  they  might  get  from  it,  and  at 
what  Price  the  other  Party  wou'd  purchafe  it. 
"  The  Senate  betray  their  fear,  fays  he:  We  are 
"  Mailers,  if  we  know  how  to  improve  this  op- 
"  portunity  :  Let  thofe  grave  Magiftrates  fpeak 
"  what  they  have  to  fay  j  I  will  undertake  to  an- 
"  fwer  them  in  the  Name  of  our  Comrades,  and 
"  I  hope  what  I  fhall  fay  will  be  equally  ufeful  and 
"  agreeable  to  them. 

Thefe  two  Heads  of  the  Plebeians  being  agreed 
upon  the  different  Parts  they  were  to  a6t,  Sici- 
nius introduced  the  Deputies  into  the  Camp.  All 
the  Soldiers  flocked  about  them,  and  after  they 
had  taken  their  place  where  rhey  cou'd  be  heard 
by  the  Multitude,  they  were  told  that  they  might 
give  an  account  of  their  Commiilion.  M.  Faleri- 
D.  H.  1.  6. //J-,  fpeaking  for  the  reft,  faid,  that  he  brought 
them  joyful  News;  that  the  Senate  were  pleaied 
to  forget  their  fault;  that  they  were  empowered 
to  grant  them  even  all  the  Favours  that  were  com- 
patible with  the  common  good  of  their  Country; 
that  nothing  now  hinder'd  them  from  returning  in- 
to the  City,  revifiting  their  Houfliold  Gods,  and 
receiving  the  Embraces  of  their  Wives  and  Chil- 
dren, who  fighed  for  their  return. 

Sicinius  replied,  that  before  the  People  con- 
fented  to  this,  it  was  but  Juflice  they  themfelvcs 
ihou'd  lay  open  their  Grievances  and  Pretences, 
iind  know  what  they  might  hope  from  thefe  fine 
promifes  of  the  Senate;  and  at  the  fame  time  he 
exhorted  thofe  of  the  Soldiers  that  wou'd  defend 
the  public  Liberty  to  appear.  But  a  profound  Si- 
lence reigned  in  the  AfTembly :  they  liood  looking 
at  one  another,  and  thcfc  Soldiers  not  being  Ma- 
ilers 
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Hers  of  the  Talent  of  Elocution,   durft  not  take 

upon  them  to  ftarid  up  for  the  common  Caufe. 

Then  that  Plebeian  who  had  taken  the  Name  of 

Brutus^   arofe,   as  he  had  before  agreed  privately 

with 6VVi/wV^j,  and  addrefs'd  himfelf  to  the  Soldiers: 

''  One  vvou'd  imagine,  Fellow-Soldiers,   fays  he^  Fine  Speech 

"  by  this  deep  Silence,  that  you  are  ftili  awed  by  ^/  L-  Ju- 

''  the  fervile  fear  in  which  the  Patricians  and  your  ^"^  ^  ^ 

"  Creditors  have  fo  long  retained  vou.  Every  Man 

*'  confults  the  Eyes  of  the  rell  to  fee  if  he  can  per- 

"  ceive  more  Refolution  in  them  than  he  finds  in 

"  himfelf,  and  not  one  of  you  is  bold  enough  to 

"  dare  toTpeak  in  public,  that  which  is  the  con- 

"  flant  Subjed:  of  your  private  Converfations.  Do 

"  you  not  know  that  you  are  free?  This  Camp, 

"  thefe  Arms,  will  not  they  convince  you  that  you 

" ,  are  no  longer  under  your  Tyrants  ?  And  if  you 

"  ftill  can  doubt  it,  is  not  this  ftep  which  the  Senate 

^'  has  taken  fufficient  to  fatisfy  you  of  it  entirely? 

"  Thefe  Men,  haughty  and  imperious  as  they  are, 

"  now  come  and  court  our  Friendfhip ;    they  no 

"  longer  make  ufe  either  of  proud  Commands,  or 

"  cruel  Threats  J  they  invite  us  as  their  Feliow- 

"  Citizens  to  return  into  our  common  Country, 

"  and  our  Sovereigns  condefcend  to  come  to  our 

"  very  Camp,  to  offer  us  a  general  Pardon.  Wheiice 

"  then  can  proceed  this  obllinate  Silence,  after  fuch 

"  fingular  Condefcentions?  If  you  doubt  the  Sin- 

"  cerity  of  their  Promlfesj  if  you  fear  that  under 

"  the  Veil  of  a  few  fine  Speeches  they  conceal  your 

"  former  Chains,  why  do  you  not  fpeak?  And  if 

"  you  dare  not  open  your  Mouths,  at  leall  hear  a 

"  Roman^   who  has  Courage  enough  to  fear  no- 

"  thing  but  not  fpeaking  the  Truth. 

Then  turning  to  Valerius^  "  You  invite  us,  fliys 
"  he,  to  return  to  Rome-,  but  you  do  not  tell  us 
"  upon  what  Conditions:  QM\Plebsians  poor,  tho' 
"  free,  think  of  being  united  with  Patricians  fo 
"  rich,  and  Xo  ambitious  ?  And  even  tho'  we  fhou'd 
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"  agree  upon  thofe  Conditions,  what  Security 
"  wou'ci  they  give  us  oF  their  Words,  thole 
"  haughty  Palricians^  who  make  a  Merit  in  their 
"  Body  of  having  deceived  the  People  ?  You  talk 
*'  to  us  of  nothing  but  Pardon  and  Forgivenefs,  as 
"  if  we  were  your  Subjects,  and  Subjefts  in  Re- 
"  belliouj  but  that  is  the  Point  to  be  decided.  The 
"  Queilion  is  which  is  in  fault,  the  People  or  the 
"  Senate  J  which  of  thofe  two  Orders  firft  viola- 
"•  ted  that  common  Society  which  ought  to  fub- 
"  lift  between  the  Citizens  of  one  and  the  fame 
"  Republic. 

"  In  order  to  judge  of  this  without  Prejudice, 
"  give  me  leave  barely  to  relate  a  certain  number 
"  of  fadls,  for  which  I  will  defne  no  other  VVit- 
"  nefles  but  your  felf  and  your  Colleagues. 

"  Our  State  was  founded  by  Kings,  and  never 
"  was  the  Roman  People  more  free  and  more  hap- 
"  py  than  under  their  Government.  1'arquin  hxux- 
felf,  the  laft  of  thofe  Princes,  T^arqiiin^  fo  odi- 
ous to  the  Senate  and  the  Nobility,  was  as  fa- 
''  vourable  to  Us  as  he  was  averfe  to  you.  He 
"  loved  the  Soldiers,  he  had  an  elleem  for  Valour, 
^'  he  was  always  for  rewarding  it  >  and  every  body 
"  knows  that  having  fecund  immenfe  Riches  inSueJfa^ 
"  a  Town  of  the  Volfci^  which  he  had  taken,  he 
"  chofe  rather  to  leave  the  Booty  to  his  Army, 
'^  than  to  appropriate  it  to  himfelf  5  fo  that  befides 
"  the  Slaves,  the  Horfcs,  the  Corn,  and  the  Houfe- 
"  hold-ftuff,  there  remained  over  and  above  to 
*••  each  Soldier  five  Mina  of  Silver. 

"  Nevcrthelefs,  to  revenge  your  Injuries  we 
"  drove  that  Prince  from  Rome;  we  took  Arms 
"  againft  a  Sovereign  that  defended  himfelf  only 
"  with  the  Prayers  he  made  to  us  to  leave  your 
"  Interelb,  and  to  return  to  his  Obedience.  We 
"  afterwards  cut  to  pieces  the  Armies  of  Feii^ 
"  and  Jarqiiinia^  which  endeavoured  to  reltore 
"  him  to  the  Throne.     The  formidable  Power  of 

"  Porfinna, 


Book  I.     i;?  ^Z:?^  Roman  Republic.  6g 

"  Porfenna^  the  Famine  that  we  were  forced  to 
"  undergo  during  a  long  Siege,  the  fierce  Aflaults, 
"  the  continual  Battels  j  in  a  word,  was  any  thing 
"  capable  of  fhaking  the  Faith  which  we  had  gi- 
"  venvou?  Thirty  L(^//;>?  Cities  unite  to  reftore  the 
"  T':irqiiins\  whit  wou'd  you  have  done  then,  if 
"  we  had  abandoned  you,  and  joined  your  Ene- 
"  mies?  V/hat  Rewards  might  we  not  have  ob- 
"  tamed  oi  T'arquin^  while  the  Senate  and  Nobles 
"  wou'd  have  been  the  Vi6i:ims  of  his  Refent- 
"  ment?  Who  was  it  that  difperfed  this  dange- 
"  rous  Combination?  To  whom  are  you  obliged 
"  for  the  Defeat  of  the  Latins?  Is  it  not  to  this 
"  very  People,  the  Author  of  a  Power  which  you 
"  have  llnce  turned  againfl  them  thcmfclves?  For 
"  what  Recompence  have  we  h;  d  for  the  Afli- 
"  rtance  we  gave  you?  Is  the  Condition  of  the 
"  Roman  People  one  jot  the  better?  Have  you 
"  aflbciated  them  in  your  Offices  and  Dignities? 
"  Have  our  poor  Citizens  fo  much  as  found  the 
"  lead  Relief  in  their  Neceflities?  On  the  contra- 
"  ry,  have  not  our  braveft  Soldiers,  opprefs'd  with 
"  the  Weight  of  Ufury,  groaned  beneath  the 
"  Chains  of  their  mercilefs  Creditors?  What  has 
"  come  of  all  thofe  vain  Promifes  of  abolilhing  in 
""  time  of  Peace  the  Debts  which  the  Extortions 
"  of  the  Great  had  forced  them  to  contract  ? 
"  Scarce  was  the  War  finifhed,  but  you  alike  for- 
"  got  our  Services,  and  your  Oaths.  With  what 
"  Defign  then  do  you  come  hither?  Why  do 
"•  you  try  to  inveigle  this  People  by  the  Enchant- 
'^  ment  of  your  Words?  Are  there  any  Oaths  fo 
"  folemn  as  to  bind  your  Faith?  And  after  all, 
"  what  wou'd  you  get  by  a  Union  brought  about 
"  by  xA.rtiflce,  kept  up  with  mutual  Diilruft,  and 
"  which  can  end  at  laft  in  nothing  but  a  Civil 
"  War?  Let  us  on  both  lides  avoid  fuch  heavy 
"  Misfortunes  J  let  us  not  lofe  the  Happincfs  of 
^^  our  Separation  3  fuffer  us  to  depart  from  aCoun- 

"  try 


^o        The  Hiftory  of  the  Revolutions     Book  I. 

<t  try  where  we  are  loaden  with  Chains  Hke  fo 
"  many  Slaves  >  and  where  falling  to  be  Farmers 
"  of  our  own  Inheritances,  we  are  forced  to  cul- 
'*  tivate  them  for  the  Profit  of  our  Tyrants.  We 
"  ihall  find  a  County  where-ever  we  are  allowed 
"  to  live  in  Liberty  j  and  fo  long  as  we  have  our 
"  Swords  in  our  Hands,  we  iTiali  be  able  to  open 
^'  ourfelves  a  Way  into  more  fortunate  Climates. 

A  Difcourfe  fo  bold,  renewed  in  the  Aflembly 
the  melancholy  Remembrance  of  all  thofe  Miferies 
whereof  the  People  complained  j  every  Man  was 
eager  to  quote  Examples  of  the  Rigor  of  the  Pa- 
tricians j  fome  had  loft  their  Inheritances*,  others 
complained  of  having  long  fufFered  in  the  Prifons 
of  their  Creditors  i  feveral  fhowed  yet  the  Marks 
of  the  Stripes  they  had  received  >  and  there  was  not 
one  that,  befides  the  general  Intereft,  had  not  a 
particular  Injury  to  revenge. 
T.Largi-       2:  Larglus^  the  Head  of  the  Deputation,  thought 
us  anfivers  himfelf  bound  to  anfwer  all  thefe  Complaints,  and 
L.  Junius.  1^^  ^^^  ^^  -<s!'\i\\  that  cxad-  Equity  and  Uprightnels, 
ibid.  *4o^.  which  was  fo  natural  to  him.     He  (Iiid,  that  it 
was  not  in  their  power  to  hinder  Men  who  had 
lent  their  Money  with  an  honeft  Intention,  from 
exafting  the  Repayment  of  it  5   and  that   it  was 
without  Example  in  any  well-regulated  Govern- 
ment, that  the  Magiftrate  fhou'd  refufe  the  Aid  of 
the  Laws  to  thofe  that  demanded  it,   fo  long  as 
thofe  Laws  and  Cuftoms  ferved  for  the  Rule  in 
the  Government.     That  neverthelefs  the  Senate 
was  willing  to   look  into   the  Neceflitics  of  the 
People,  and  to  remedy  them  by  new  Regulations; 
but  that  it  alfo  became  their  Juftice,  to  diftinguiHi 
thofe,  whofe  prudent  Conduct  defervcd  the  Relief 
of  the  Commonwealth,  from  fuch  as  were  fallen 
in  Poverty  only  thro'  their  own  Sloth  and  Intem- 
perance;  that   thofe  feditious   Men  Vv/ho  fcemed 
to  make  ic  their  Bufinefs  to  keep  up  the  Divifion 

between 
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between  the  Senate  and  the  People,  were  not 
more  deferving  of  Favour,  and  that  it  wou'd  be 
a  very  great  Ad? antage  to  the  Repubhc  to  lofe 
fuch  Citizens. 

7".  Largius  was  going  to  proceed  in  a  Difcourfe  Sicinius 
more  fincere,  than  convenient,  at  the  prefent  Qo^^^- interrupts 
junflure,  when  Sicinius^  provoked  at  what  he  •^^^2'"^' 
had  faid  in  relation  to  the  Leaders  of  the  Sedition, 
cut  him  off  abruptly,  and  addrelTing  himfelf  to 
the  Affembly :  '^  You  now  fee,  my  Companions, 
"  fays  he,  by  the  haughty  Speech  of  this  Ta- 
"  tr'iclan^  what  you  arc  to  expe6l  from  his  Nego- 
"  tiation,  and  v/hat  Treatment  is  preparing  for 
''  you  at  Rome^  if  the  Senate  can  once  draw  you 
"  into  their  power:  And  then  turning  imme- 
diately to  the  Deputies:  "  Propofe  dire6lly,  fays 
"  he,  the  Conditions  you  are  impowered  to  offer 
"  us  for  our  Return,  or  this  Inllant  leave  our 
"  Camp,  where  we  are  not  difpofed  to  bear  with 
^'  you  any  longer. 

Menenius,  who  well  knew  that  fuch  Explica-  A'fenenlus 
tions  were  only  likely  to  exafperate  the  Difpute, -^S'l'Ppa'^ 
took  upon  him  to  fpeak,  and  addrefling  himfelf  v'^^'^v^* 
in  his  turn  to  the  whole  Aflcmbly,  he  reprefcnted, 
that  they  were  not  come  to  the  Camp  only  to 
jullify  the  Conduft  of  the  Senate  j  that  thofe  wife 
Magiiirates,  fludious  for  the  Public  Good,  had 
carefully  enquu'ed  into  the  unhappy  Caufes  of  their 
Diviiions,  and  had.  found,  that  the  extream  Indi- 
gence of  the  Plebeians^  aiad  the  Severity  of  their 
Creditors,  was  the  true^isource  of  them  j  that  in 
order  to  redrefs  this  at  once,  they  had  determi- 
ned by  unanimous  Confent,  and  by  the  fove- 
reign  Authority  with  which  they  were  invcded, 
to  annul  all  Obligations,  and  to  declare  the  poor 
Citizens  frcQ  of  all  manner  of  Debts:  and  that 
as  to  thofe  which  might  be  contracted  hereaf- 
ter, Provifion  fnould  be  made  by  a  new  Re- 
gulation  to  be  agreed  upon  between   the  Peo- 
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pie  and  the  Senate  3  that  a  Senatuftonfultum 
fhould  afterwards  pafs  conformable  to  that  Agree- 
ment, and  be  cna6led  into  a  Law ;  and  that  all 
the  Coramiffioners  in  the  Aflembly  lliould  en- 
gage their  Lives  to  the  People,  and  devote  them- 
lelves  and  Children  to  the  Infernal  Gods,  if  they 
tailed  in  their  Promife. 

This  prudent  Magiftrate  finding  the  Minds  of 
the  People  foften'd  by  thefe  Concefiions,  and  defi- 
ring  to  leflen  the  Jcaloufy  that  was  between  the 
Poor  and  the  Rich,  reprefented  to  them  how  nc- 
celTary  it  was  in  a  State,  that  one  part  of  the  Ci- 
tizens fliou'd  be  richer  than  another :  and  we  are 
told,  that  to  inculcate  this  Maxim  into  that  Peo- 
ple, yet  fierce  and  unpolifh'd,  he  made  ufe  of  that 
T.  Liv.  famous  Apologue  of  a  Confpiracy  of  all  the  Mem- 
Dec.  1. 1.  bers  of  the  human  Body  againft  the  Stomach,  un- 
s.  c.  32.  (5f  J-  pretence  that  without  working,  it  only  en- 
joyed the  Fruit  of  the  Labour  of  all  the  reft.  Af- 
ter having  applied  it  to  the  People  and  the  Se- 
nate, he  defired  them  to  confider,  that  that  au- 
gull  Bodv,  like  the  Stomach,  conveyed  thro'  the 
fevcral  Members  joined  to  it,  the  fame  Nourifh- 
ment  that  it  received  itfelf,  but  much  better  pre- 
pared, and  that  to  it  alone  they  owed  their  Life 
and  Strength.  "  Was  it  not  the  Patricians^ 
'^  added  he,  that  firft  ftood  up  for  the  public 
"  Liberty?  To  whom  do  you  owe  the  EftabliiTi- 
"  ment  of  the  Republic  ?  When  Dangers  threaten, 
on  whom  do  you  tiirn  your  Eyes,  and  whence 
have  always  proceeded  thofe  generous  Coun- 
"  fels  that  have  faved  the  State?  Nothing  is 
"  more  precious  to  that  wife  Body,  than  your 
"  Prefervation  and  Union.  The  Senate  loves 
"  you  all  with  the  reafonable  Affeftion  of  a  Fa- 
"  ther,  but  without  debafing  itfelf  to  the  trea- 
"  cherous  Fav/nings  of  a  Flatterer.  You  de- 
"  m md  the  Abolition  of  the  Debts  j  they  grant 
"  it  you;    But  they  grani  it   only  becaufe  they 
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"  think  ic  juft,  and  necefT.iry  to  the  good  of  our 
"  Country.  Return  then  with  Confidence  into 
"  the  Boiom  of  that  common  Mother,  who  has 
"  educated  us  all  in  Sentiments  equally  generous 
"  and  fee.  Receive  our  Embraces  as  the  firil 
"  Fruits  of  Peace ;  let  us  enter  all  together  into 
"  Rome  i  let  us  jointly  carry  thither  the  firlt 
"  News  of  our  Re-union  >  and  may  the  Gods 
"  who  protect  this  Empire  grant,  that  it  may 
"  be  hciFcafter  celebrated  by  new  Victories  over 
"  our  Enemies. 

The  People  cou'd  not  hear  this  moving  Speech  L.Junius 
without  fliedding  Tears  j  all  ihc  Plebeians^  [as  with  almctvitk- 
one  Voice,  cried  out  to  Menenius,  thatthey  were  (ff     . 
fatisfied,   and   that  he   might  lead  them  back  to  " 
Rome.     But  the  pretended  Brutus^   that  had  juft 
before  fpoken  fo  fharply  againit  the  Senate,  flop- 
ped his  fudden  Heat.     He  told  the  People,  that 
in  truth  they  ought  at  prefent  to  be  fatisfied  with 
the  Abolition   of  the  Debts;   but  that  he  cou'd 
not  forbear  letting  them  know  that  he  v/as  very 
npprehcniive  for  the  future;   and  that   he  feared 
the  Senate  wou'd  one  day  take  Revenge  for  the 
Jullice  they  had  been  forced  to  do  them,  unlefs, 
added  he,  Ways  be  found  to  fecure  the  State  and 
the  Liberties  of  the  People  againft  theEnterprizes 
of  fo  ambitious  a  Body. 

'^  What  other  Security  can  you  ask,   replied  ^^'^"'-'  , 
"  Menenius,  befides  what  our  Laws  and  the  / g'^j.y.J',^, 
"  Coniiii;ution   of  the   Republic  afford  already  ? /(j^^^Z,^/;-*? 
"  Grant   u."?,   anfwered  Brutus^  feme  Officers   to  o»t  of  the 
"  be  chofcn   out  of  the  Order  of  the  Plebeians.  ^^^^^  "^ ^ 
"  We  do  not  defire  to  have  them  diftinguiflied  ^^^  calied 
''  by  the  honourable  Marks   of  the  M:{Q\i\r'Sicy^  Tribune.' of 
"  neither  with  the  Robe  bordered  with  ^MY^^.Q^thePeofie. 
*•'  nor  the  Curule  Chair,   nor  the  Liclors.      We 
"  are  wilHng  to  leave  all  that  Pageantry  to  Pa- 
"  tricians  proud  of  their  Birth  or  Dignities;  wb 
"  fhail  be  contented  if  v/e  may  every  Year  elc^t 
I  "  fone 
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"  fome  Plebeians^  that  may  only  have  Authority 
"  to  hinder  the  Injiiftices  that  may  be  done  to 
"  the  People,  and  to  defend  their  Interetls  both 
*'  public  and  private.  If  you  came  hither  with 
"  a  lincere  Intention  to  give  us  Peace,  you  can- 
''  not  rejc6t  fo  equitable  a  Propofal. 

The  People,  who  are  always  of  tlie  Opinion 
of  him  that  fpcaks  lafb,  immediately  applauded 
what  Brutus  had  fiid.  The  Deputies  were  ex- 
trcamly  furprifed  at  fuch  a  Demand  j  they  retired 
a  little  apart  from  the  Aflcmbly  ro  confer  toge- 
ther 5  and  being  returned  to  it,  Menenius  told 
them,  that  they  asked  a  very  extraordinary  thing, 
and  which  in  time  might  even  be  the  Source  of 
new  Dincniionsj  that  it  ablblutely  exceeded  the 
Bounds  of  their  Inftruftions  and  Powers  j  but  that 
M.  Valerius  and  fome  of  the  Deputies  wou'd  go 
and  make  their  Report  of  it  to  the  Senate,  and 
that  it  wou'd  not  be  long  before  they  returned 
with  an  anfwer. 

Thefe  Commiflioners  repaired  with  all  fpeed  to 
Rome;  the  Senate  was  immediately  convened, 
and  they  laid  open  the  Peoples  new  Pretcnfions. 
M.  Vderius  declared  himfelf  their  Protector  j  he 
repreientcd  that  they  fhould  not  think  to  govern 
a  warlike  People,  that  was  both  Soldier  and  Ci- 
tizen at  the  fame  time,  as  they  might  rule  peace- 
able Subjefts  that  had  never  ftirrcd  from  their 
Fire-fides.  That  War,  and  a  continual  Exercife 
of  Arms  infpired  a  kind  of  Courage,  wgich  could 
not  bear  the  fervile  Dependance  which  was  ex- 
pelled from  thefe  brave  Men :  That  indeed  it 
was  but  Judice  to  have  the  moll  particular  Re- 
gards for  a  generous  People,  that  had  rooted  out 
Tyranny  with  the  Expence  of  their  Blood;  that 
it  was  his  Opinion,  they  ought  to  grant  them 
the  Officers  they  demanded ;  and  that  perhaps 
fuch  Infpe6lors  might  not  be  altogether  ufelefs  in 
a  free  State,  to  have  an  Eye  over  thofc  among  the 

Great, 
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Great,  that  might  Tome  time  or  other  be  tempted 
to  carry  their  Authority  too  far. 

Appius  cou'd  not  hear  fiich  a  Speech  without 
burning  with  Indignation.  He  called  both  Gods 
and  Men  to  be  WitnelTcs  of  all  the  Mifchiefs 
that  fuch  an  Innovation  in  the  Government  wou'd 
bring  upon  the  Republic >  and  as  if  his  Zeal  and 
Rage  had  infpired  him,  he  foretold  the  Senate, 
that  by  this  Excefs  of  Ccndefcention,  they  were 
fuffering  a  Tribunal  to  be  let  up,  which  by  De- 
grees wou'd  rife  againft  their  Authority,  and  at 
Idngth  deftroy  it.  But  this  generous  Senator  was 
little  minded,  and  his  Remonftrance  was  looked 
wpon  as  only  the  Spleen  of  a  Man  cbiiinately 
wedded  to  his  own  Opinion,  and  out  of  humour 
that  it  was  not  followed.  The  other  ilde  pre- 
vailed J  mod  of  the  Senators,  weary  of  thefe  Di- 
vilions,  were  willing  to  have  Peace  at  any  rate  5 
thus  almofl  with  an  univeifil  Confenr,  they  agreed 
to  the  Creation  of  thefe  new  Magiltrates,  who 
were  called  'Tribunes  of  the  People.  ^ 

A  Senatusconfultum  was  made  accordingly, 
which  at  the  fame  time  included  the  Abolition  of 
the  Debts  i  the  Deputies  of  the  Senate  carried  it 
to  the  Camp  as  the  Seal  of  Peace.  The  People 
now  feemed  to  have  nothing  to  detain  them  lon- 
ger out  of  Rome;  but  the  Leaders  of  the  Sedi- 
tion wou'd  not  allow  them  to  fcparate  before 
they  ele6led  the  new  Magi  Urates  of  the  People. 
The  Aflembly  was  held  in  the  very  Campj  the 
Aufpices  were  taken  j  the  Voices  and  Suffrages 
were  gathered  by  Curi^^  and  they  chofe  for  the 
firil  Tribunes  of  the  People,  according  to  Diony- 
fius  HaVicarnaJfeus^  L.  J^m//;  Brutus,  and  C.  Si- 
ciNius  Bellutus  the  Leaders  in  the  Revolt,  who 
at  the  fame  time  alTociatcd  C  and  P.  Licinius^  Tkc  firji 
and  Sp.  Icilius  Ruga  into  their  Dignity.  Lrjy  fays  Tribunes 
that  C.  Lic'mius  and  Lucius  Albinus^  were  the  ^x'ii^f^^^'^^"' 
Tribunes,  and  that  they  chofe  thcmfelves  three  l^^j^g''' 

Colleagues,  ever  had. 
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Colleagues,  among  whom  Sicinius  Bellutus  is 
named  as  one;  and  that  Hiftorian  adds,  that  fome 
Authors  related  that  there  were  at  firfl:  but  two 
Tribunes  ele6ted  in  that  AfTembly. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  thofe  firfl:  Tribunes  and  thofe 
Movers  of  the  Sedition,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Senate's  Refentment,  had  the  Skill  to  intereft  the 
whole  Nation  in  their  Defence.  The  People  be- 
fore they  left  the  Camp  by  their  Advice  declared 
the  Perfon  of  their  Tribunes  facred ;  a  Law  was 
paft'd  to  that  Effeft,  which  made  it  Death  to  of- 
fer the  lead  Violence  to  a  Tribune,  and  all  thei?o- 
mans  were  obliged  to  take  the  moll  folemn  Oaths 
for  the  Obfervation  of  this  Lawj  the  People 
then  facrificed  to  the  Gods  upon  that  very  Moun- 
tain, afterwards  called  the  Mom  Sacer  ^  from 
whence  they  returned  into  Rome^  led  by  their  Tri- 
bunes and  the  Deputies  of  the  Senate. 


End  of  the  Flrfl  Booh 
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The  'Tribunes  of  the  People^  who  had  been  created 
only  to  hinder  the  Plebeians  from  being  opprejjed^ 
endeavour  to  defiroy  the  Authority  of  the  Senate. 
The  Origin  of  the  Plebeian  ^dilcs.  In  ivhat 
manner  the  Tribunes  obtained  a  Righf  to  convene 
the  jdjfembly  of  the  People.  Coriol.iims  dsclares 
boldly  againfi  the  Enterprlzes  of  the  Tribunes. 
The  Charatler  of  that  Patrician.  The  Tribunes 
require  him  to  anjwer  for  his  Conduti  before  ike 
Ajfcmbly  of  the  People.  Coriolanus  refufes  to 
1  acknovj* 
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acknowledge  the  Authority  of  that  'Tribunal.  The 
Senate  at  firfi  interpofes  in  his  Favour^  but  at 
length  abandons  him^  and  grants  a  Decree  to  refer 
the  Dccifian  of  this  Difference  to  the  AJfembly  of 
the  People.  Coriolanus  is  condemned  to  perpetual 
Exile.  lie  retires  among  the  Volfci,  'ujhom  ije 
pre^dails  upon  to  tah  Armf-'^ii^infi  the  Romans. 
He  enters  their  Dominions  at  the  Head  of  a  nu- 
merous Army.  E'very  thing  gives  way  before  him: 
Rome  hcrjelf  is  upon  the  Brink  of  the  mofi  dread- 
ful Calamities  J  ivhen  fl^e  is  freed  from  the  Danger 
by  the  IVifdom  and  Prudence  of  two  Roman  La- 
dies among  others^  one  the  IVife^  and  the  other  the 
Mother  of  Coriolanus. 


The  trou- 
bles that 
follotoed 
the  crea- 
ting of -Tri- 
bunes of  the 
People. 


H'K-i>€%,^|   >"eadv  feen,   from  th 
k-^^^.£^d  State,  to   a  kind   of 


The  Pozvcr 
and  Autho- 
rity  of 
thofe  Tri- 
bunes. 


O  ME,  by  the  Eftablilliment  of  the 
Tribunefhip,  changed  the  Form  of 
her  Government  a  fecond  time.  It 
had  pafTed  before,  as  we  have  al- 
the  Monarchic 
f  Ariftocracy, 
where  the  whole  Authority  was  in  the  Hands  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Great.  But  by  the  Creation 
of  the  Tribunes  there  arofe  infenfibly,  and  by  How 
Steps,  a  Democracy,  wherein  the  People,  under 
different  Pretences,  got  Pofleflion  of  the  better 
part  of  the  Government. 

The  Senate  at  firfl  feemed  to  have  no  Occafion 
to  apprehend  any  Danger  from  the  Tribunes,  who 
had  no  Power  but  to  interpofe  in  the  Defence  of 
the  Plebeians.  Nay  thofe  new  Magiftrates  had  at 
firft  neither  the  Quality  of  Senators,  nor  a  parti- 
cular Tribunal,  nor  any  Jurifdifiion  over  their 
Fellow-citizens,  nor  the  Power  of  calling  the  Af- 
femblies  of  the  People.  Habited  like  mere  pri- 
vate Men,  and  attended  by  one  fmglc  Servant  cal- 
led Viator,  which  was  indeed  little  different  from 
a  Footman,  they  fat  upon  a  Bench  without  the 

Senate^ 
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Senate,  and  were  never  admitted  into  it  but  when 
the  Confuls  called  them  in  to  ask  their  Opinion 
upon  fome  Affair  that  concerned  the  Interefts  of 
the  People.     Their  whole  Authority  confifted  in 
a  Right  to  oppofe  the  Decrees  of  the  Senate  by 
the  Latin  Word  F^cio,  that  is  to  fiy,  I  forbid  it-y 
which  they  wrote  at  the  bottom  of  their  Decrees, 
when  they  thought  them  contrary  to  the  Liberty 
of  the   Peoples    and    this   Power   was    confined 
within  the  Walls  of  Rome^  or  at  mofl  to  a  Mile 
round:    And  that  the  People  might  always  have 
in  the  City  ProtecVors  at  hand  to  take  their  part, 
the  Tribunes  were  not  allowed  to  be  abfenc  from 
the  City  any  one  whole  Day,  except  in  the  FeriiS 
Latiucc.     For  the  fame  Reafon  they  were  obliged 
to  keep  their  Doors  open  Day  and  Night  to  re- 
ceive the  Complaints  of  fuch  Citizens  as  fhou'd 
ftand  in  need  of  their  Protection.     Such  Magi- 
flrates  feemed  defigned  only  to  prevent  the  Op- 
preflion  of  the  Diitrefled  j  but  they  did  not  long 
contain  themfelves  within  the  Bounds  of  fo  much 
Moderation.      There   was   nothing  afterwards  ^o 
great  and  exalted  to  vvhich  they  did  not  raife  their 
ambitious   Views.      We   fhall  quickly  fee  them 
Hand  in  Competition  with  the  chief  Magiftrates 
of  the  Republics   and  under  pretence  of  fee u- 
ring  the  Liberty  of  the  People,  they  indeed  con- 
cealed a  Deiign  of  ruining  the  Authority  of  the 
Senate. 

One  of  the  fird  Steps  of  thefe  Tribunes  was  EJi/es 
to  ask  PermiHion  of  the  Senate  to  chufe  two  Pk-  created, 
helans  that,  with  the  Title  of  ^^//^;,  might  afTift 
them  in  the  Multitude  of  Affairs  with  which  they 
faid  they  were  overloaded  in  fo  great  a  City  as 
Romc^  and  efpccially  in  the  beginning  of  a  new 
Magiflracy. 

The  Senate,  always  divided,  and  having  loft 
fight  of  the  fix'd  Point  of  their  Government, 
luffercd  themfelves  to  be  carried  away  jufl  as  thefe 
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ambitious  Men  pleafed  ;  this  new  Demand  aifo  was 
granted  them.  Such  was  the  Origin  of  the  Ple- 
beian JEdiles^  the  Creatures  and  Miniiiers  of  the 
firfl:  Tribunes}  and  at  the  beginning  they  were 
only  their  Agents,  but  afterwards  they  took  to 
themfelves  the  Infpeftion  of  the  public  Edifices, 
the  Care  of  the  Temples,  Baths,  Aqucdu6]:si  and 
the  Cognizance  of  a  great  many  Affairs  which  be- 
fore belonged  to  the  Confuls :  a  new  Breach  made 
D.  H.  1. 6.  i^y  ^1^^  Tribunes  in  the  Senate's  Authority. 

However,  the  more  popular  Senators   hoped 

that  by  yielding   up  fomething  of  their  Right, 

they  had  at  leall  reilor'd  Quiet  to  the  Republic. 

And  indeed  Rome  appeared  to  be  in  Repofe,  and 

the  Union  of  the  People  and  Patricians  feemed  to 

be  fincere  and  durable.     But  the  Fire  of  Divifion, 

which  lay  hid  at  the  bottom  of  their  Hearts,  was 

not  long  before  it  flamed  out  afrefh :    A  Famine 

Orof.  1.  2.  ^^^~  happened  the  following  Year,  under  the  Con- 

c.  5.  fulfhip  of  T.  Geganius  and  P.  Minutius,  ferved 

Tear  of      ^\,q  Tribunes  for  a  Pretence  to  fall  again  upon  the 

Rome,       Grandees  and  the  Senate.      Sp.  Icilius  was  this 

Year  the  firfb  of  the  Tribunes,  and  Brutus  and 

D.H.I.  7.  SrciNius,  to  keep  themfelves  flill  at  the  Head  of 

Affairs,  were  defcended  from  the  Tribuneihip  to 

the   Oi-fice  of  Mdiles.      Thofe    feditious   Men, 

whofe  Credit  fubfiited  only  by  the  Mifunderftand- 

ing  they  fomented  between  the  two  Orders  of 

Sedition     ^^^  Commonwealth,   malicioufly  gave  out,   that 

rah' d  by     the  Patricians  having  their  Granaries  full  of  Corn, 

theTri-      \^^^   occafioncd   the   public   Dearth   in   order  to 

luffes.        make  up  to  themfelves  the  Abolition  of  the  Debts, 

by  the  exceflive  Price  at  which  they  (hou'd  fell  it ; 

that  this  was  a  hew  kind  of  Ufury  invented  by 

thefe  Tyrants,  with  intent  to  get  at  an  inconfide- 

rable  rate  the  little  Land  that  was  flill  left  to  the 

poor  Pkheians. 

''     Neverthelefs    thofe   Tribunes    cou'd    not   but 
know,  that  the  People  themfelves,  and  their  De- 

fcrtion 
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fertion  upon  the  Mons  Sacer  at  the  time  for  Tow- 
ing the  Corn,  was  the  Caufe  of  this  Scarcity,  be- 
caufe  in  that  general  Diforder,  where  moll  o'l  the 
Mdecontents  had  Thoughts  of  fettling  elfewhere, 
the  Lands  remained  uncultivated  and  unfown.  But 
thefe  Dealers  in  Sedition  fludied  for  nothing  but 
Pretences  j  they  were  very  well  aflured,  that  let 
them  be  ever  fo  improbable,  they  would  pafs  for 
the  moll  folid  Arguments  with  a  Populace  that 
wanted  Bread  j  and  they  inveighed  againll  the 
Government  only  to  make  themfelvcs  iMafters  of 
it,  or  at  leall  to  change  it  according  to  their  own 
Interefts. 

The  Senate  ufed  no  Arms  againfl  thefe  Invc-  DH.I.7. 
(ftives,  but  a  conftant  and  generous  Care,  and  a  P'  ''"*''* 
continual  Application  to  provide  for  the  Peoples 
Neceflities.  They  bought  up  Corn  on  all  fides  j 
and  becaufe  the  Nations  bordering  upon  Rome^ 
who  were  jealous  of  her  Greatnefs,  refufed  to  fur- 
nifh  them,  they  were  forced  to  fend  for  it  as  far  as 
from  Sicily.  P.  Valerius,  Son  of  the  famous 
Publicola^  and  L.  Geganius,  Brother  to  the  Con- 
ful,  were  fent  with  this  CommifHon. 

However,  as  the  Tribunes  continued  to  fpread 
difadvantageous  Reports  of  the  Senate's  Conduct 
with  defign  to  raife  the  Multitude,  the  Confuls 
convened  an  AlTembly  of  the  People  to  undeceive 
them,  and  to  let  them  fee  by  the  care  that  had 
been  taken  of  their  Subfillence,  the  Injullice  and 
Malice  of  their  Tribunes.  Thefe  latter  difputed 
with  them  for  the  right  of  fpeaking;  and  as  in 
this  Conteft  both  Parties  fpoke  at  the  fame  time, 
neither  of  them  was  heard.  They  reprefentcd  in 
A'ain  to  the  Tribunes,  that  they  had  no  Power  to 
talk  diredtly  to  the  People,  and  that  their  whole 
Function  confided  in  the  right  of  Oppofition, 
when  fome  Offer  had  been  made  to  the  People 
contrary  to  their  Interefts:  Thefe  retorted  upon 
the  Confulsj  that  the  Senate  was  the  only  place 
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where  they  had  any  Bafinefs  to  piefidej  and  ob- 
ilinately  maintained,  that  it   belonged   to  them, 
preferably  to   all  other  Magiftrates,   to   fpeak  in 
the  Aflemblies  of  the  People. 
Id  p.  420.      Thefe  mutual   Pretenfions  increafcd   the   Tu- 
mult ;   the   Difpute  grew    warmer   and  warmer, 
and  the  hotteil  in  each  Party  were  jull  ready  to 
come  to  Blows  5  when  Brutus^  who  was  but  M- 
dik  this  Year,  as  we  faid  before,  thought  this  Dif- 
order  a  favourable  Opportunity  for  extending  the 
Authority  of  the  Tribunes,  and  addreffing  himfelf 
to  the  two  Confuls,  he  promifed  them  to  appeafe 
the  Tumult,  if  they  would  give  him  leave  to  fpeak 
in  public. 
D'ifputehe-      The  Confuls  who  in  this  Permiflion  intreatcd 
tzveen  the   of  them  by  a  Plebeian  in  prefence  of  his  Tribunes, 
ConfulGt-  fpyj^^j  jj  j^g^  Proof  of  their  Right  to  prefide  in  all 
the  Ediie    Afiemblies   of  the  Roman  People,  confcntcd   he 
L.  Junius,  ihoii'd  freely  fpeak  whatever  he  thought  fir,  not 
doubting  but  that  as  he  knew  the  Name  of  an 
Aflembly  of  the  People  took  in  the  Senators  and 
Knights  as  well  as  the  Plebeians^  he  wou'd  bring 
the  Tribunes  off  from  their  Pretenfions  of  prefi- 
ding  in  them.      But  Brutus   had    very   different 
Thoughts,  and  inllead  of  addreffing  himfelf  either 
to  the  People  or  the  Tribunes,  he  turned  to  the 
Conful  Geganius^  who  had  been  one  of  the  Com- 
milfioners  that  the  Senate  fent  to  tlic  Mons  Saccr: 
*'  Do  you  remember,  fays  he,  that  Vvhen  wc  ia- 
"  boured  jointly  to  bring  the  two  Orders  of  the 
"  Republic  to  an  Agreement,  no  Patrician  inter- 
"  ruptcd  thofe  that  were  appointed  to  take  care 
*'  of  the  Interefts  of  the"  People,   nay,  and  that 
"  it  was  cxpreily  ilipulated  that  it  fhou'd  be  fo, 
"  ro  the  intent  that  each  Party  mi^ht  fct  forth 
"  their  Realons  with  the  more  Order  and  Tranqui- 
''  lity?  I  remember  it  very  well,  replied  Geganius. 
''  Wherefore   then,  continued   Brutus^    do  you 
**  now  interrupt  our  Tribune?,  whofe  Perfons  are 

"  Sacred, 
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"  Sacred,   J^nd   who  are   inveiled  with   a  public 
"  Magiftnicy?    We   incerrupc   them    jiiltly,   an- 
"  fwered  Geganius^  becaufe  having  ourfelvcs  con- 
"  vened  the  Aflembly,   according   to   the  Privi- 
"  Icde  of  our  Dignity  it  belongs  to  us  to  fpeak. 
The  Conful  added  too  railily,  and  without  think-  hnpru^ 
ing  of  the  Confequcnces,  'That  if  the  'Tribunes  had  dev.ce  of 
coiwened  the  Jjjembly^   he  woii'd  have  been  fo  far  Gegamus. 
from  interrupting  them^  that  he  wou'd  not  fo  much  as 
come  to  hear  what  they  [aid ^  the'  merely  as  a  Roman 
Citizen^  he  had  a  Right  to  be  prcfent  at  all  JJJemblics 
of  the  People. 

Brutus  no  fooner  heard  thcfe  laft  Words,  but  Artlficeof 
he  cried  out  in  a  Tranfport  of  Joy,  "  The  Vidory  ^-  J""^"^- 
"  is  yours,  O  Plebeians-,  Tribunes,  give  way  to 
"  the  Confuls  5  let  them  fpeak  to-day  as  much 
"as  they  plcafe,  to-morrow  I  will  fliow  you 
"  what  the  Dignity  and  Power  of  your  Office 
"  is  5  only  take  care,  that  the  People  repair  hi- 
'•  ther  betimes  in  the  Morning  by  your  Orders, 
"  and  by  your  convoking.  \i  I  abufe  their 
"  Confidence  and  yours,  1  am  ready  to  expiate 
"  thcfe  rafli  Promifes  with  the  Forfeit  of  my 
"  Life. 

The  AfTembly  was  forced  to  break  up.  Night 
coming  on  during  thefe  Contentions  j  the  People 
went  away  impatient  to  fee  the  Effe6t  of  Brutus'^ 
Promifes  >  and  the  Patricians  retired  on  their 
Parts,  defpiiing  the  Boafls  of  a  private  Man,  un- 
able as  they  thought  to  give  any  greater  Extent  to 
the  Funftion  of  Tribune,  than  the  finglc  Privi- 
lege of  Oppofition  that  had  been  granted  upon  the 
Mons  Sacer. 

But  Brutus,  more  cunning  than  the  Senateima- 
gined,  went  to  the  Tribune  Icilius ;  he  fpent  part 
of  the  Night  in  confulting  with  him,  and  his 
Colleagues  and  he  let  them  into  his  Deiigns. 
"  All  we  have  to  do,  (iiys  he  to  them,  is  to  con- 
"  vince  the  People  that  the  Tribunefliip  can  be 
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of  no   manner  of  ufe  to  them,    unlefs  the  Tri- 
''  bunes  have  Power  to  convene  the  Aflemblies, 
"  in  order   to   reprefent   to  them  whatever  may 
'^  concern  then-  Intereltsj  the  People  will  never 
"  refufe  to  pafs  a  Law  which  cannot  but  be  ad- 
"^  vantr.geous  to  themj  all  ihe  Difficulty  lies  in 
"  pi-eventing  the  Senate  and  Patricians  that  might 
"  oppofe  it;  For  this  purpofe  we  mufl  hold  the 
"  AlTembly  as  early  as  poffible,   and   poOefs  dur 
"  ieives  betimes  of  all  the  Avenues  to  ihtzRofirum. 
His  Colleagues  having  approved  his  Scheme,  fent 
into  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Ci'-y  to  follicite  the 
principal    Pkheians   to    repair  to    the   Forwm    by 
break  of  Day,  with  as  many  of  their  Friends  as 
they  cou'd  poffibly  get  together.     The  Tribunes 
on  their  parts  were   there   before  Morning,  and 
according  to  Bruius's  Advice,  inftantly  took  Pof- 
fellion  of  the  Temple  of  Fukan^  where  thofe  v/ho 
intended  to  fpeak  ufually  placed  themfelves.     An 
innumerable    Multitude    of  People   had   quickly 
/  crowded  the  Forum.     Iciiius  took  upon  him  to 
fpeak:  and  in  order  to  revive  the  Bitternefs  and 
Animofity  in  Mens  Minds,  he  began  with  fum- 
ming  up  all  that  the  People  had  futFcred  from  the 
Avarice  and  Inhumanity  of  the  Great,  before  the 
Eftablidiment  of  the  Tribuneiliip.     He  then  re- 
prcfcnted,  that  the  public  Milcry  wou'd  never  have 
had  an  end,  if  two  Citizens  had  not  been  found, 
that  had  Courage  enough  to  Hand  up  againft  the 
Tyranny  of  the  Pi^tricians.    That  after  the  Aboli- 
tion of  the  Debts,  thofc  very  Patricians  had  taken 
Advantage  of  the  Famine,  to  bring  the  People  once 
more  into  Slavery,  and  that  they  endeavoured  to 
binder  the  Tribunes  from  fpeaking  in  the  Aflem- 
blics,  for  fear  they  fliou'd  give  the  People  light  in- 
to their  true  Interefts.   That  this  onen  Tyranny  ren- 
dcr'd  the  TribuneHiip  of  no  Effeftj  and  that  the 
People  muft  either  of  their  own  Accord  renounce 
their  Magifcraturc,   or  by  a  new  Law  give  Au- 
thority 
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thority  to  their  Magilirates  to  convene  Aflem- 
blies,  to  deliberate  concerning  their  Rights,  and 
that  then  it  fhou'd  be  unlawful  upon  the  fevereft 
Penalties  to  interrupt  or  dirturb  them  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  iheir  Office. 

This  Difcourfe  was  received  as  uG-ial  with  great 
Applaufes.  T'*:  People  immediately  cried  out 
that  he  fhou'd  propofe  the  Law  himfelf.  He  had 
prepared  it  the  Night  before,  and  had  taken  care 
to  get  it  ready,  for  fear  that  if  they  were  obliged 
to  defer  the  Publication  of  it  till  the  next  Aflem- 
bly,  the  Senate  and  Patricians  wou'd  be  there  to 
oppofe  it.  He  read  it  aloud,  and  it  was  conceived 
in  thefe  terms. 

"  That   no  Man  prefume  to  interrupt  a  Tri-  'i''<!^r  of 
"  bune  that  is  fpeaking  in  the  Aflembly  of  the  ^°"^^ 
"  Roman  People.     If  any  one  break  this  Law,  ^  jj.  p. 
"  he  Ihall  prefently  give  Bail  to  pay  the  Fine  to  431,  432. 
"  which  he  fhall  be  condemned  :    If  he  refufes,  Law  hi 
"  he  ihall  be  put  to  Death,  and  his  Goods  con-  f|J?;,-5 
"  fifcated.  _  ^   iudes. 

The  People  gave  Force  to  this  Law  by  their 
Suffrages.  The  Confuls  having  fhesyn  an  Inten- 
tion to  rejeftit,  alledging  that  it  was  a  Law  procu- 
red by  mere  Suiprize,  and  in  an  Aflembly  held  by 
flealth,  without  Aufpices,  and  without  being  cal- 
led by  any  lawful  Authority  j  the  Tribunes  refo- 
lutely  declared  that  they  wou'd  have  no  more  re- 
fpect  to  the  Decrees  of  the  Senate,  than  the  Se- 
nate fhould  have  for  this  Pleb'ifcitum.  This  was 
the  Subie6t  of  many  Difputes,  which  were  ma- 
naged with  nothing  but  Reproaches  on  each  fide, 
but  without  ever  coming  to  A6ts  of  Violence. 
At  length  the  Senate,  like  a  good  Father,  gave 
way  to  the  Obrtinacy  of  the  Plebeians^  whom  it 
ahvays  looked  upon  as  its  Children.  The  Law 
was  received  with  a  general  Confent  of  the  two 
Orders  J  the  People,  iatisfied  with  having  enlarged 
the  Power  of  their  Tribunes,   bore  the  Famine 
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paiiently;  and  ftill  retained  lo  much  Equity  in 
their  dillrefs,  as  to  pay  a  Veneration  to  thofe  Great 
Men,  that  had  withllood  them  with  fo  much  Cou- 
rage and  Firmnefs. 

The  City  remained  for  fome  time  in  quiet  j  but 
Plenty  produced  what  Famine  cou'd  notj   and  a 
Fleet  laden  with  Corn,  and  which  arrived  upon  the 
Roman  Coaft,  gave  the  Tribunes  a  new  occafion 
of, extending  their  Power,  and  of  rekindling  Se- 
dition. 
Afrejh  Se-      p^  Valerius  and  L.  Geganius^  whom  the  Senate 
^T°?rt-      ^^^  employed  to  go  to  Sicily^  as  we  f\id  before,  re- 
bums.        turned  with  a  great  number  of  Ships  laden  with 
Tear  of      Corn,  under  the Confulate  ofM.MiNUTius  and 
■^^^        A.  S  E  M  p  R o  N I  u s.     Gelo^  Tyrant  of  Sicily y  had 
made  a  Prefent  of  the  greater  part  of  it,  and  the 
Envoys  of  the  Senate  had  bought  the  remainder 
with  the  Public  Money ;  The  queftion  now  was, 
what  Price  to  fet  upon  itj  the  Tribunes  were  cal- 
led into  the  Senate  to  give  their  Opinion  j  thofe 
Senators  whofe  only  aim  was  to  reftore  a  perfect  in- 
telligence between  the  People  and  the  Senate,  were 
for  diftributing ^ra/ij  among  the  Poor  that  Corn 
which  they  owed  to  the  Liberality  o^Gelo^  and  for 
felling  at  a  moderate  rate   that  which  they  had 
bought  with  the  public  Treafurc.     But  when  it 
came  to  C  o  r  i  o  l  a  n  u  s's  turn  to  fpcak,  that  Se- 
nator, to  whom  the  Inftitution  of  theTribunefhip 
was  odious,  maintained  that  this  condefcenfion  in 
the  Senate  to  the  Necellities  of  the  People  only 
encouraged   them   in   their  Infolencej   that   they 
fhou'd  never  keep  them  to  their  Duty  any  longer 
than  they  were  in  Indigence,  and  that  the  time  was 
now  come  to  avenge  theMajerty  of  the  Senate,  vio- 
lated by  a  feditious  Multitude,  whofe  Leaders  with 
an  addition   of   Guik   had  extorted  Dignities  for 
themfclves,  as  a  reward  for  their  Rebellion.  It  was 
thus  this  Senator  declared  himfclf  in  the  very  pre- 
fcnce  of  the  Tribunes. 

But 
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But  before  we  proceed  to  the  confequences  of 
this  Affair,  I  think  it  will  be  abfolutely  necellHry 
to  give  fome  further  knowledge  of  a  Man,  that  is 
to  a6i:  fo  great  a  part  in  this  pafllige  of  our  Hifto- 
ry,  and  whofe  Fortune  was  more  Glorious  than 
Happy. 

CaiUS   MaRTIUS   CoRIOLANUS  was   de-  C&ara^er 

fcended  from  one  of  the  raoft  illuftrious  Patrician  "f  Corio- 
Families  m  Rome.     He  received   the   Sirname  ofpr"/'-. 
Coriolanus  for  having  taken.  Sword  in  Hand,  C^r/o/i  Coriol. 
one  of  the  chief  Towns  of  the  Folfci.     Having 
loft  his  Father  in  his  Infancy,   he  was  educated 
with  great  care  by  his  Mother  F'eturia^  a  Woman 
of  aullere  Virtue,  who  had  omitted  no  Methods 
to  infpire  her  own  Sentiments  into  her  Son. 

CoRioLANus  was  wife,  frugal,  difinterefted, 
of  a  ftri6t  Probity,  and  an  inviolable  Adherer  to 
theObfervation  of  the  Laws.     With  thefe  Pacific 
Virtues  there  never  was  known  a  more  exalted  Va- 
lour, or  fuch  a  capacity  for  the  Art  of  War  j  he 
feemed  to  have  been  born  a  General  j  but  he  was 
harfli  and  imperious  in  his  Command  ;   as  fevere 
to  other  Men  as  to  himfelf  j  a  generous  Friend,  an 
implacable  Enemy  J   too  haughty  for  a  Republic. 
Satisfied  Vv'ith  the  uprightnels  of  his  own  Intenti- 
ons, he  went  on  dire61:ly  to  what  was  Good,  with- 
out making  ufe  of  that  Art  and  thofe  Infinuations 
which  are  fo   necefiiiry  in  a  State   founded  up- 
on Equality  and  Moderation.     He  had  demanded 
the  Confuliliip  the  preceding  Year,   and  moft  of 
the  Senators  being  of  Opinion  that  fo  great  a  Cap- 
tain wou'd  do  very  fignal  Services  to  the  State,  if 
he  were  inverted  with  that  Dignity,  had  ufed  their 
Interell  in  his  Favour.     This  recommendation  of 
the  Great  was  a  fufficient  impedim.ent  in  the  minds 
of  the  People.     The  Tribunes,  who  dreaded  the 
extraordinary  Courage  and  great  Firmnefs  of  Co- 
R I  o  L  A  N  u  s,  had  reprefented  to  the  Plebeians  the 
Solicitations  of  the  Scnace  as  a  private  Confpiracy 

againil 
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againft  their  Order,  which  had  made  the  People 
rcfufe  him  their  Voices.     This  Denial  he  laid  ex- 
tremely to  Heart  >  and  he  conceived  the  fharpeft 
Reientment  of  it,  which  he  {hewed  upon  this  oc- 
Coriola-    caiion.     "If  the  People,  (iiid  he  in  full  Senate, 
n\is's proud  "  expeft  to  have  a  fhare  in  ourLibcralities,  if  they 
Speech.      u  x,\i\nk  to  have  Provillons  at  a  moderate  Price,  lee 
"  them  reftore  to  the  Senate  its  Ancient  Rights, 
"  and  wipe  out  the  very  Footfteps  of  the  lail  3e- 
"  ditions.    Why  mufl  I  behold  in  the  Forum,  and 
"  at  the  Head  of  the  People,  Magiftrates  unknown 
Liv.  Dec,   "  to  our  Fathers,  forming  as  it  were  two  different 
*•  "  Republicks  within  the  Walls  of  one  and  the 

"  fame  City?  Shall  I  fuflfer  a  Sicinius^  a  Brutus  to 
"  reign  imperiouily  in  Rome^  I  that  cou'd  not  en- 
"  dure  to  fee  her  ruled  by  Kings  ?  Shall  I  be  for- 
"  ced  to  look  with  Fear  upon  Tribunes,  that  owe 
"  their  Power  to  nothing  but  our  Weaknefs  ?  Let 
'^  us  no  longer  bear  fo  great  an  Indignity  j  but  let 
"  us  reftore  to  our  Confuls  the  juft  Authority, 
"  which  they  ought  to  have  over  all  that  call  them- 
Liv.  Dec.  "  felves  by  the  Roman  Name.  If  Sicinius  is  dif- 
I.  1.2.  «  contented  at  this,  let  him  retire  once  more  with 
"  thofe  Rebels  that  feed  his  Infolence  and  fupporc 
"  his  Tyranny.  The  Way  of  the  Mons  Sneer  is 
"  ftill  open  to  him  5  v/e  want  no  SubjecSt?,  but 
"  what  are  Obedient  and  Peaceful,  and  we  had 
"  much  better  be  without  them,  than  iTiare  the 
"  Government  and  Dignities  of  the  State  with  a 
«  vile  Rabble. 
Confcqiirn-  Thc  oldeft  Senators,  and  thofe  efpecially  who 
ces  of  that  had  managed  the  hfl;  Accommodation,  thought 
Speech.  |-|^J5  vehement  Speech  more  Haughty  than  Prudent. 
The  young  Senators,  on  the  contrary,  who  did 
not  forefee  the  Confequences  of  it,  gave  it  the 
highell  Commendations.  All,  Admirers  of  Cm<?- 
lamis's  Virtue,  cried  out  that  he  was  the  only  Man 
that  had  the  Courage  of  a  true  Roman  :  They  re- 
pented and  were  afliamed  of  the  Confcnt  they  had 

given 
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given  t5  the  eredion  of  the  Tribunelliip,  as  a 
Icandalous  piece  of  Cowardice  :  They  calked  o- 
penly  of  Aboliiliing  it  ;  and  the  Majority  were 
for  re-eltabhlhing  the  Government  upon  its  An- 
cient Foundations. 

The  Tribunes,  whom  the  Confuls  had  fent  for  Uv.  Dec. 
into  the  Senate,  as  we  faid  before,  feeing  this  kind  i-  !•  2. 
of  Confpiracy  againfb  their  Order,  went  out  in  the 
greateft  Fury,  pubUckly  invoking  the  Gods,  who 
were  Avengers  of  Perjury,  and  calhng  them  to 
bear  witnefs  of  the  Solemn  Oaths  bv  vchich  the 
Senate  had  given  Authority  to  the  EftabHilimcn': 
of  the  Tribunefhip.  They  afiembled  the  People 
tumukuoufly,  and  cried  aloud  from  the  Rofr,'u?n^ 
that  the  Patricians  had  made  a  League  to  dellroy 
them,  their  Wives  and  Children,  unlefs  the  PIe~ 
beians  delivered  their  Tribunes  chained  into  the 
Hands  of  Coriolanus  j  that  he  was  a  fecond  Ty- 
rant rifing  up  in  the  Republick,  and  aimed  either 
at  their  Deaths  or  Slavery. 

The  People  take  fire  im.mediately  •,  they  utter 
a  thoufand  confufed  Cries  full  of  Indig-nation  and 
Threats.  Rome,  but  jufi:  delivered  from  one  Tu- 
mult, beholds  another  Sedition  approaching  more 
dangerous  than  the  former.  No  bodv  thinks  now 
of  retiring  upon  the  Mom  Saccv,  the  People,  who 
had  as  it  were  madeatryal  of  their  Strength,  intend 
to  difpute  the  Empire  o^  Rome  with  the  Patricians 
in  the  midddle  of  Ro7ne  it  felf  :  They  talk  of  no 
lefs  than  going  diredly  and  tearing  Coriolanus  out 
of  the  Senate,  to  lacrifice  him  to  the  publick  Ha- 
tred. But  the  Tribunes,  who  were  for  a  more  fe- 
cure  way  of  deftroying  him,  that  is  to  fay,  by  pre-  1 

tending  to  obferve  the  Forms  of  Juftice,  lent  him 
a  SummiOns  to  come  and  anfwer  for  his  Behaviour  Coriola- 
before  the  Afiembly  of  the  People  ;   thinking  by  nus  f:;tn- 
this  means,  that  if  he  obeyed,  they  fhou'd  be  the  f^"''^- 
M..^2rs  and  Arbiters  of  the  Life  of  their  Enemy  j 
or  that  they  flioa'd  make  him  more  odious  to  the 
4  People, 
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People,  if  he  refufed  to  acknowledge  their  Autho- 
rity. 
Tumult.  CoRioLANus,  naturally  Proud  and  Refolute,  ha- 
ving fent  back  their  Officer  with  Contempt,  as  the 
Tribunes  forefaw  he  wou'd,  thefe  latter  immediately 
went  with  a  Gang  of  the  molt  mutinous  among  the 
Plebeians^  and  waited  for  him  at  the  Door  of  the 
Senate,  in  order  to  feize  him  when  he  fhou'd  come 
out.  They  met  him  attended  asufual  with  a  Crowd 
of  his  Clients,  and  a  great  number  of  young  Sena- 
tors who  had  a  refpe^t  for  hisPerfon,  and  thought 
it  an  Honour  to  follow  his  Opinion  in  the  Senate, 
and  his  Example  in  War.  The  Tribunes  no  fooner 
law  him,  but  they  order'd  Brutus  and  Icilius^  who 
this  Year  performed  the  Office  of  jEdiles^  to  lead 
him  to  Prifon.  But  it  was  not  eafy  to  execute  fuch 
aCommiffion,  and  the  Enrerprize  was  as  daring  as  it 
D.  H.  ib.  was  extraordinary.  Coriolanus  and  his  Friends 
1-7.  ftand  upon  their  Defence.   They  beat  back  the^- 

cUks  with  their  Fifts :  No  other  Arms  were  ufed  in 
thofe  Days,  in  a  City  where  the  Inhabitants  never 
put  on  the  Sword,  but  when  they  marched  out  a- 
gainfl  the  Enemy.  The  Tribunes,  enraged  at  this 
Refinance,  call  the  People  to  their  Aid  j  the  Pa- 
triciam  on  their  fide  run  to  the  Affillance  of  one  of 
the  moft  illullrious  of  their  Body.  The  Tumult 
increafesj  they  fall  to  Abufes  and  Reproaches.  The 
Tribunes  complain  that  a  mere  private  Man  (hould 
dare  to  violate  a  facred  Magiftracy.  The  Senators 
in  their  Turn  demand  by  what  Authority  they  pre- 
fume  to  arrefb  a  Senator,  and  a  Patrician  of  an  Or- 
der fuperior  to  the  People,  and  whether  they  meant 
to  fet  themfelves  up  for  Tribunes  of  the  Senate,  as 
they  were  of  the  People.  During  thefe  Conten- 
tions the  Confuls  came  in  and  difperfed  the  Multi- 
tude J  and  as  much  by  Intreatics  as  Authority  pre- 
vailed upon  the  People  to  retire. 

But  the  Tribunes  did  not  ftop  here  j  they  f  on- 

vened  the  Aflembly  fok-  the  next  Morning.    The 

4  Confuls 
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Confuls  and  Senate,  feeing  the  People  run  to  the 
Forum  at  the  very  break  oi  Day,  repaired  thither 
too  with  all  Diligence,  to  prevent  the  ill  Defigns 
of  thefe  feditioLis  Magiflrates,  and  to  hinder  them 
from  bringing  the  People  whom  they  governed 
to  take  fome  hafty  Refoliuion  contrary  to  the 
Dignity  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Safety  of  Coriola- 
nus.  Their  Prefence  did  not  keep  thofe  Tribunes 
from  inveighing,  as  ufiial,  againll  the  whole  Or- 
der of  Patricians.  Then  turning  the  Accufation 
againft  Coriolanus^  they  reported  the  Words  he 
had  fpoke  in  the  Senate  relating  to  the  Diftribu- 
tion  of  the  Corn. 

They  alfo  urged  as  another  Crime  in  him,  the 
great  number  or  Friends,  which  his  Virtue  drew 
about  his  Perfon,  and  wdiom  the  Tribunes  call'd 
the  Tyrant's  Guard.  "  It  was  by  his  Order,  faid 
"  they,  addreffing  themfelves  to  the  People,  that 
"  your  JEdiks  were  infulted.  He  fought  by  thofe 
"  ifirft  Blows  only  to  engage  us  in  a  Quarrel  i  and 
*'  if  we  had  not  ifhewn  more  Moderation  than  he, 
"  perhaps  a  Civil  War  might  have  armed  your 
"  Citizens  one  againll  another.  After  having 
fpent  themfelves  in  Invectives  to  make  Coriolanus 
more  odious  to  the  People,  they  added,  that  if 
there  was  any  Patrician  who  wou'd  undertake  his 
Defence,  he  might  mount  the  Roflrum  and  fpeak 
to  the  People. 

Minutius  the  firil  Conful  offered  himfclfj  andWcm.1.7. 
after  having  complained  in  general,  and  with  ^-V^^ %"', 
bundance  of  Moderation,  of  thofe  who  catch'd  at  j,,^^;.  ^r  ' 
the  leall  Pretence  to  raife  new  Difturbances  in  the  the  Conful 
Republick  5   he  rcmonftrated  to  the  People,  that  Minutius. 
there  was  fo  far  from  being  any  ground  of  accu- 
fing  the  Senate  and  Patricians  of  having  caufed  the 
Famine,  that  every  body  knew  that  Calamity  v/as 
occafion'd  only  by  the  Defertion  of  the  People, 
and  by  the  Fault  of  thofe,  who  the  Year  before 
h'ui  ncf/lected  to  cultivace  and   fow  their  Lands. 

That 
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That  he  cou'd  with  the  fame  Eafe  deftroy  the 
other  Calumnies,  with  which  their  Ears  were  fill'd 
by  feditious  Harangues,  as  that  the  Senate  had 
laid  a  Defign  to  abolifh  the  Tribunefhip,  and  to 
caufe  the  whole  People  to  pcrifh  by  Famine.  That 
in  order  to  efface  at  once  a  Report  fo  falfe  and  in- 
D.  H.  1. 7.  jurious,  he  declared  to  them  that  the  Senate  again 
confirmed  the  Power  of  the  Tribunes,  with  all 
the  Privileges  that  had  been  granted  to  them  upon 
tht  Mons  Sacer :  That  as  to  the  Diftribution  of 
the  Corn,  they  made  the  People  Judges  and  Ma- 
ilers of  that  Matter,  to  fix  what  Price  upon  it 
they  themfelves  thought  fie. 

The  Conful,  after  a  Preamble  fo  well  adapted  to 
the  foftemng  the  Minds,  and  winning  the  good 
Will  of  the  People,  added  by  way  cf  a  mild  Re- 
proach, that  he  cou'd  not  help  blaming  them  for 
the  Precipitation  with  which  they  fuffered  them- 
felves to  be  carried  away  by  the  firli  Reports  that 
were  fpread  by  fome  particular  Incendiaries.  That 
it  was  ftrange  they  fhou'd  go  about  to  make  the 
different  Opinions  that  were  offered,  a  Crim.e  in 
the  Senate,  even  before  any  thing  was  decreed. 
Minuti-  "  Remember,  fays  he,  that  in  your  Retreat  upon 
usV  Speech  "  the  Mons  Sacer,  your  whole  Wiflies,  Petitions 
for  Corio-  u  ^^^^  Prayers  were  to  obtain  the  Abolition  of 
anus.  jt  ^^^  Debts.  Scarce  had  you  received  fo  great 
"  a  Favour,  but  you  made  yourfelves  a  kind  of 
"  new  Right  from  the  Eafinefs  of  the  Senate,  to 
''  demand  the  Creation  of  two  Magiflrates  of  your 
'^  own  Body,  whofe  whole  Authority  by  your 
"  own  Confeffion  was  to  be  confined  to  the  hin- 
"  dering  a  Patrician  from  opprcfling  a  Plebeian  : 
"  A  new  Grant,  for  which  you  returned  us  the 
"  greatefl  Thanks,  and  which  fcemed  to  give  you 
"  full  Content.  In  thofe  troublefome  Times,  e- 
"  ven  when  the  Sedition  was  at  the  highefl",  you 
"  never  thought  of  requiring  a  Diminution  of 
"  the  Senate's  Authority,  or  an  Alteration  in  the 

''  Form 
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"  Form  of  our  Government.  By  what  Right  then 
"  do  your  Tribunes  now  pretend  to  carry  their  In- 
"  fpedion,  and  give  their  Cenfure  upon  what 
"  pa  ires  in  our  Deliberations.^  When  till  now  was 
a  Senator  ever  treated  as  a  Criminal,  for  having 
fpoke  his  Mind  freely  in  the  Senate  ?  Whac 
Laws  give  you  Authority  to  profecute  his  Exile 
or  his  Death,  as  you  do  with  fo  much  Animo- 
fity  }  But  I  will  fuppofe  that  by  an  unheard-of 
Subverfion  of  all  Order,  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Senate  is  accountable  to  your  Tribunes.  Let  us 
further  fuppofe,  if  you  will  have  it  fo,  that  Co- 
riclanm  has  let  ilip  fome  Words  too  harili  in  de- 
livering his  Opinion  j  are  you  not  obliged  in 
Equity  to  forget  a  few  random  Words  that  were 
"  lolt  in  Air,  for  the  fake  of  his  real  Services,  of 
"  which  you  yourfelves  have  reap'd  all  the  Fruit? 
"  Save  the  Life  of  fo  excellent  a  Citizen,  fave  fo 
great  a  Captain  for  your  Country  j  and  if  you 
will  not  acquit  him  as  Innocent,  at  leaft  give 
him  as  Criminal  to  the  whole  Senate,  who  in- 
treat  this  Favour  of  you  by  my  Mouth.  This 
will  be  the  Bond  which  uniting  us  more  clofely 
than  ever,  will  be  a  new  Motive  to  the  Senate 
to  continue  their  Goodnefs  towards  you.  Where- 
as if  you  perfiil  in  yourRefolution  of  deilroying 
this  Senator,  perhaps  the  Oppofitibn  you  may 
meet  with  from  the  Patricia?is  may  produce  Ca- 
*'  lamities  that  may  make  you  repent  of  having 
"  pulhed  your  Refentment  too  far. 

This   Difcourfe  made  an  Imprellion  upon  the  Jrtipe  of 
Multitude,  and  brought   them  to  an  Inclination  Sicinias 
for  Peace  and  Union.     Sicinius  was  furprifcd  and  '^^'^["■^^. 
confounded  at  this  Turn  :   But  difllmbling  his  ill  ^us. 
Defigns,  he  gave  great  Praifes  to  Minutius  and  all 
the  Senators,   for  halving  been  pleafed  to  conde- 
fcend  fo  far  as  to  account  to  the  People  for  their 
Condu6f,    and  for  not  having  difdained  to  inter- 
pofe  their  Prayers  and  good  Offices  in  favour  of 

K  CORIOLANUS. 
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CoRioLANUS.  Then  turning  to  the  Senator : 
"  And  you,  excellent  Citizens,  fays  he  in  an  iro- 
"  nical  Tone,  will  you  not  ftill  defend  before  the 
"  People  that  Advice  fo  ufeful  to  the  Publick, 
"  which  you  propofed  fo  boldly  in  the  Senate? 
"  Or  rather  why  have  you  not  Recourfe  to  the 
"  Clemency  of  the  Roman  People  ?  It  is  likely 
"  CoRioLANus  thinks  it  below  his  Courage  to 
"  debafe  himfelf  fo  far,  as  to  ask  Pardon  of  thofe 
"  whom  he  thought  to  deilroy. 

The  artful  Tribune  fpoke  to  him  in  this  man- 
ner,   becaufe   he   was   perfwaded  that  a  Man   of 
CoRioLANUs's  Chara6ler,   who  was  incapable  of 
frooping  or  changing  his  Opinion,  wou'd  provoke 
the  People  afrefli  by  the  Haughtinefs  of  his  An- 
fwers.     He  was  not  deceived  in  his  Hopes j  for 
CoRioLANus  wasfo  fat  from  owning  himielf  guil- 
ty, or  endeavouring  to  pacify  the  People,  as  Mi- 
nutius   had  done,    that   on  the  contrary  he  quite 
dcllroyed  the  EfFe6t  of  that  Conful's  Speech,  by 
an  ill-timed  Refokuencfs,  and  by  the  Harfhnefs  of 
his   Expreilions.     Fie   inveighed   more    violently 
than  ever  againfl:  the  Enterprizes  of  the  Tribunes, 
and  declared  boldly  that  the  People  had  no  Right 
to  iudge  a  Senator  :  But  that  if  any  Man  was  of- 
fended at  what  he  had  fjiid  in  the  Senate  he  might 
fummon  him  before  the  Confuls  and  the  Senators, 
whom  he  acknowledged  for  his  Natural  Judges, 
and  before  whom  he  fhou'd  be  always  ready  to 
give  an  Account  of  his  Behaviour. 

The  young  Senators,  charmed  with  his  Intre- 
pidity, and  overjoyed  to  have  a  Man  that  durll 
ipeak  openly  what  they  all  thought,  cried  out, 
that  he  had  advanced  nothing  but  what  was  con- 
formable to  the  Laws  :  But  the  People,  who 
thought  themfclves  dcfpifed,  rcfolved  to  make 
him  feel  their  Power.  They  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  his  Tryal  as  a  Rebt;l,  and  a  Citizen  that 
refufcd  to  acknowledge  the  Authority  of  the  Ro- 
man 
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man  People.    Sicinius^  after  having  confulted  apart 
with  his  Colleagues,  without  fo  much  as  giving 
himfelf  the  Trouble  to  colled  the  Voices  of  the 
AiTembly,   pronounced  Sentence  of  Death   upon  Corioh- 
him,  and  ordered  him  to  be  thrown  down  from  the  y-s  "^^ 
Top  of  the  Tarpeian  Rock  j  a  Punifhment  which  '^^'   * 
they  inflided  upon  fuch  as  were  Enemies  of  their 
Country. 

The  Mdiks^  who  were  the  ufual  Minifters  of 
all  the  Violences  of  the  Tribunes,  drew  near  to 
lay  hold  of  his  Perfon ;  but  the  Senate  and  all  the 
Patricians  in  the  AfTembly  ran  to  his  AjGiftance ; 
they  placed  him  in  the  midft  of  them,  and  ma-  D.H.I. 7; 
king  Arms  of  whatever  their  Indignation  and  Rage  ^^^^'  ^^ 
offered  to  them,  they  feemed  refolutely  determin- 
ed to  oppofe  Force  with  Force. 

The  People,  who  are  always  afraid  of  thofe  who 
do  not  fear  them,  refuted  togive  Afliftance  to  their 
JEdiles^  and  remained  in  a  kind  of  Sufpence;  either 
not  daring  to  attack  a  Body  in  which  they  faw 
their  Magiftrates  and  Captains,  or  thinking  their 
Tribunes  had  carried  their  Animofity  too  far,  in 
condemning  a  Citizen  to  Death  for  mere  Words. 
SiciniuSj  who  was  afraid  Coriol anus  wou'defcape 
him,  called  afide  Brutus^  his  Counfellor  and  his 
Oracle,  as  feditious  as  himfelf  but  lefs  haily,  and 
whofe  Schemes  were  deeper  laid.  He  privately 
asked  him  his  Opinion  upon  this  Irrefolution  im 
the  People  which  broke  all  his  meafures. 

Brutus  told  him,  that  he  mufl  never  think  of  de- 
ftroyingCoRioLANus  fo  long  as  he  was  guarded  by 
the  whole  Body  of  the  Nobility  5  that  it  had  even 
occafion'd  a  Murmur  in  the  AfTembly,  that  he 
fhou'd  pretend  to  be  both  judge  and  Party  at  the 
fame  time  5  that  the  People,  who  turn  in  an  Inftanc 
from  the  moft  violent  Fury  to  Sentiments  of  Com- 
paflion, looked  upon  his  being  condemn'd  to  die  to 
be  too  rigorous  a  Sentence  -,  that  in  the  Difpofition 
which  Mens  Minds  feemed  to  be  in,  he  certainly 

K  2t  wou'd. 
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wou'd  never  fucceed  by  Methods  of  Violence  5 
but  that  with  the  old  and  fpecious  Pretence  of 
defiring  to  do  nothing  but  what  was  according  to 
the  Forms  of  Jullice,  he  fhou'd  demand  of  the 
Senate,  that  Coriolanus  fliou'd  be  tried  by  the 
AiTembly  of  the  People  j  and  above  all,  he  fhou'd 
jit  any  rate  get  the  AfTembly  to  be  convened  by 
Tribes,  wherein  the  Voices  were  reckoned  by  their 
Number,  and  the  Great  and  Rich  were  mingled 
with  the  Poor}  whereas  if  they  gave  their  Votes 
by  Centuries,  it  was  to  be  fear'd  the  rich  Patri- 
cians^ who  cou'd  themfelves  make  a  Majority, 
wou'd  fave  Corolianus. 

Sicinius  being  refolved  to  follow  this  Advice, 
m?.de  a  Sign  to  the  People,  that  he  was  going  to 
fpeak  :  And  Silence  being  made  for  him  :  "  You 
*'  fee,  O  Romans^  fays  he,  that  it  is  not  the  Fault 
"  of  the  Patricians^  that  much  Blood  is  not  flied 
"  this  Day,  and  that  they  are  ready  to  come  to  the 
"  greateft  Extremities  to  refcue  the  declared  Ene- 
"  my  of  the  Roman  People  out  of  the  Hands  of 
''  Juftice.  But  it  is  our  Duty  to  fet  them  better 
^'  Examples  :  We  will  do  nothing  rafhly.  The' 
"  the  Criminal  is  fufficiently  convi6led  by  his  own 
"  Confefiion,  we  yet  are  willing  to  give  him  Time 
"  to  prepare  his  Defence.  \Vc  cite  thee,  added 
"  he,  addreffing  himfelf  to  Coriolanus,  to  ap- 
"  pear  before  the  People  in  Seven  and  twenty  Days. 
"  As  for  theDiftributionof  theCorn,  if  the  Senate 
*'  does  not  take  due  care  of  that  Matter,  the  Tri- 
"  bunes  will  give  Directions  about  it  themfelves. 
And  with  this  he  adjourned  the  Aflembly. 

The  Senate^  during  this  Interval,  to  take  oft- 
the  Bitternefs  of  the  People,  fixed  the  Price  of 
Corn  at  the  lowed  Rate  that  it  ever  had  been  at 
even  before  the  Sedition,  and  the  Confuls  entered 
into  Conference  with  theTribunes  upon  the  Affair 
of  Coriolanus,  in  hopes  to  appeafe  them,  and  to 
bring  thefe  popular  Magidraces  to  conform  to  the 

Ancient 
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Ancient  Rules  of  the  Government.  MinuthiSy 
who  fpoke  for  the  reft,  reprefented  to  them  that 
ever  CmcQ  the  Foundation  of  Rome^  that  Refpcct 
had  always  been  paid  to  the  Senate,  that  no  Affair 
was  ever  referred  to.  the  Judgment  o^  the  People, 
any  otherwifethan  by  ^  Senatusconfulturd  :  Thau 
the  Kings  themfclves  had  always  had  this  Defe- 
rence for  fo  Auguft  a  Body,  He  exhorted  them 
to  conform  to  the  Ufi^e  of  their  Anceftors.  But 
that  if  they  had  any  confiderable  Grievances  to 
lay  to  the  Charge  of  Coriolanus,  they  fhou'd 
apply  to  the  Senate,  who  wou'd  do  them  Jufticc, 
and  who,  according  to  the  Nature  of  the  Crime, 
and  the  Solidity  of  their  Proofs,  wou'd  refer  it  by 
a  ScnatusconfulUim  to  the  Judgment  of  the  People, 
who  then,  and  not  till  then,  wou'd  have  a  Righc 
to  try  a  Citizen. 

Slclnim  withftood  this  Propofal  with  his  ufual 
In(blence,  and  declared  that  he  wou'd  never  fuf- 
fer  the  Authority  of  the  Roman  People  to  be  de- 
cided by  a  Smatuiconfultum.  His  Colleagues, 
who  meant  as  ill  as  he  did,  but  who  were  more 
skilful  in  the  Condu6t  of  their  Defigns,  plainly 
found  they  fhou'd  make  themfelves  odious  even 
to  the  Plebeians^  if  they  fo  publickly  deviated 
from  the  ufual  Forms  of  Jufticcj  thus  they  obliged 
Sicmhis  to  defift  from  his  Oppofition,  under  pre- 
tence of  doing  it  out  of  Deference  for  the  Confuls. 
But  this  feeming  Complaifince  was  of  fo  much 
the  lefs  moment,  as  they  had  taken  a  firm  Refolu- 
tion,  if  i\\c  Senatusconfultwm  was  not  fuch  as  they 
defired,  to  make  ufe  of  the  Lex  Valeria^  in  order 
to  appeal  to  the  Afiembly  of  the  People,  by  which 
means  this  Affair  was  ftill  to  come  before  their 
Tribunal  -,  fo  that  the  whole  Queflion  was  whe- 
ther it  fhou'd  be  carried  thither  in  the  firfi;  cr 
fecond  Inftance. 

Thus  the  Tribunes  readily  agreed,  that  the  Se- 
nate Ihou'd  decide  as  ufual,  whether  the  People 

I\  3  ^ou'd 
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fhou'd  take  Cognizance  of  this  Accufation  ;  and 
they  only  defired,  that  they  might  be  heard  in  the 
Senate  with  relation  to  the  Grievances  which  they 
pretended  they  had  to  lay  to  the  Charge  of  the 
Perfon  accufed. 

The  Confuls  and  the  Tribunes  having  agreed 
upon  this  Preliminary  Form,  thofe  Magiftrates  of 
the  People  were  the  next  Day  introduced  into  the 
Senate.  Decius^  one  of  thofe  Tribunes,  tho'  the 
youngeft,  fpoke  for  the  reft  5  and  that  Honour 
•was  done  him  becaufe  of  his  Eloquence,  and  the 
Readinefs  with  Awhich  heexprefled  himfelf  in  pub- 
lic 5  a  Qualification  abfolutely  neceffary  in  all  po- 
pular Governments,  and  efpecially  at  Rome^  where 
the  Talent  of  Elocution  was  no  lefs  requifite  in 
order  to  obtain  Advancement,  than  Courage  and 
*The  Tri-  Valour.  That  Tribune  addreffing  himfelf  to  the 
hur.e  De^   whole  Senate,   "  You  know,  Confcript  Fathers, 

fnliTse-  "  ^^3^  ^^'   ^^'^'^^  ^^^^"g  ^"''^^^  ^^'^  ^'"'"  K^"g^  ^y 
mte-houje.  "  our  Affi.lance,  you  eilablifhed  in  the  Republic 

"  the  Form  of  Government  which  we  now  ob- 

"  ferve,  and  of  which  we  do  not  cf^mplain.     But 

"^  you  cannot  be  ignorant  too,  that  in  all  the  Dif- 

"  ferences  which  any  y^oox  Plebeian  had  afterwards 

"  with  a  Noble  or  Patrician^   that  Plebeian  con- 

*'  ftantly  loft  his  Caiife,   their  Adverfaries  being 

"  their  Judges,  and  all  the  Tribunals  being  filled 

"  with  none  h\xx  Patricians.   This  Abufe  was  what 

^^  made  P.  Valerius  Publiccla,   that  wife   Conful, 

"  and  excellent  Citizen,  eftablirn  the  Law  which 

"  granted  an  Appeal  to  the  People  from  the  De- 

*'  ciees  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Judgmcats  of  the 

"  Confuls. 

"  Such  is  the  Law  called  Valeria^  which  has 

*'  always  been  looked  upon  as  the  Bafis  and  Foun- 

"  dation  of  the  public  Liberty.    It  is  to  this  Law 

*'  that  we  now  fly  for  Redrefs,  if  you  refufe  us 

"  the  Juftice  we  demand  upon  a  Man  blackened 

*'  with  the  grcatell  Crime  that  it  is  pofiible  to 

''  com- 
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''  commit  in  a  Republic.  It  is  not  a  fingle  PU- 
"  be'ian  complaining  j  here  is  the  whole  Body  oF 
"  the  Roman  People,  demanding  the  Condemna- 
*'  tion  of  a  Tyrant  that  has  gone  about  to  deftroy 
"  his  Fellow-citizens  by  Famine,  that  has  violated 
*'  our  Magiflracy,  and  bv  forcible  Methods  driven  ^ 
"  back  our  Officers,  and  the  Mdihs  of  the  Com- 
"  monvealth.  CoriolanuS  is  the  Man  we  ac- 
"  cufe  of  having  propofcd  the  Abolition  of  the 
"  Tribunefhip,  a  Magiftracy  made  ficred  by  the 
"  mod  folemn  Oaths.  What  need  is  there  then 
"  for  a  SenatusconfuUum  to  profecute  a  Crime  like 
"  this  ?  Does  not  every  Man  know  that  thofe  par- 
"  ticular  Decrees  of  the  Senate  are  requifite  only 
'^  in  unforefeen  and  extraordinary  Affairs,  and  for 
"  which  the  Laws  have  as  yet  made  no  Provifion  ? 
"  But  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  where  the  Law  is  fo 
"  dired:,  where  it  fo  exprefly  devotes  to  the  infer- 
"  nalGods  thofc  that  infringe  it  j  is  it  not  making 
"  one  lelf  an  Accomplice  in  the  Crime  to  hefitate 
**•  in  the  leafl  ?  Are  you  not  apprehenfive  that 
"  thefc  affc^led  Delays  in  pronouncing  Sentence 
"  upon  the  Criminal,  upon  pretence  of  an  imagi'^ 
"  nary  neceility  of  a  Senatusconfiiltum^  will  make 
"  the  People  inclined  to  believe  that  Coriolanus 
"  only  fpoke  the  Sentiments  of  you  all? 

"  I  know  that  feveral  among  you  complain  it 
"  was  merely  by  Violence  that  we  extorted  your 
"  Confent  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Debts,  and  the 
"  Eftablifhment  of  the  Tribunefhip.  I  will  even 
"  fuppofe  that  in  the  high  Degree  of  Power  to 
"  v^^hich  you  had  raifcd  your  felves  fince  the  Ex- 
"  pulfion  of  the  King?,  it  was  neither  convenient 
''  nor  honourable  for  you  to  yield  up  part  of  it  in 
"  favour  of  the  People ;  but  you  have  done  it,  and 
"  the  whole  Senate  is  bound  by  the  mofl  folemn 
"  Oaths  never  to  undo  it.  After  the  Eflabiilli- 
"  ment  of  thofe  facred  Laws,  which  render  the 
*'  Perfons  of  our  Tribunes  inviolable,  will   you 
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"  out  of  compliance  to  the  firil  ambitious  Man 
"  that  arifes,  attempt  to  revoke  what  indeed  makes 
"  the  Security  and  Peace  of  the  State?    Certainly 
"you  never  will  j  and  I  dare  anfwer  for  you,  fo 
"  long  as  I  behold  in  this-Aflembly  thofe  venera- 
"  ble  Magiftratcs  that  had  fo  great  a  Share  in  the 
"  Treaty  made  upon  the  Mons  Sacer.     Ought  fo 
''  great  a  Crime  be  fufFered  to  be  brought  fo  much 
''  as  into  Deliberation  ?   Coriolanus  is  the  firil 
*'  that  by  his  feditious  Advice  endeavoured  to  break 
"^  thofe  facred  Bonds  which,  in  virtue  of  the  Laws, 
"  unite  the  fcveral  Orders  of  "the  State.     It  is  he 
"  alone  that  is  for  deitroying  the  Tribuitian  Pow- 
"  er,  the  People^s  Jfylum^  the  Bulwark   of  our 
"  Liberty,  and  the  Pledge  of  our  Re-union.     In 
"  order  to  force  the  People's  Confent,  he  endea- 
"  vours  to  effe6l  one  Crime  by  means  of  a  greater. 
"  He  has  dared  in  a  Holy  Place,  and  in  the  midft 
''  of  the  Senate,  to  propofe  to  fuffer  the  People 
"  to  die  of  Hunger.     Cruel  and  unthinking  Man 
"  at  the  fame  time  !    did  he  not  confider  that  the 
"  People  whom  he  meant  to  exterminate  with  fo 
''  much   Inhumanity,    who   are  more  numerous 
,      "  and  powerful  than  he  cou'dwifh,  being  redu- 
"  ced   to  Defpair,   wou'd   have  broken  into  the 
"  Houfes  of  the  Rich,   forced  open  thofe  Gra- 
"  naries   and   thofe   Cellars   which   concealed  fo 
*'  much  Wealth  ;    and   that   either  they  would 
"  have  fallen  under  the  Power  of  the  Patricians.^ 
"  or  that  tbefe  latter  wou'd  themfelves  have  been 
-     "  totally  rooted  out  by  an  enraged  Populace,  who 
"  then  wou'd    have   hearkened    to  no  Law   but 
I  "  what  was  dictated  to  them  by  their  Neceffity 

*'  and  Refentment. 

"  For  that  you  may  not  be  unacquainted  with 
"  the  Truth,  we  wou'd  not  have  periilied  by  a 
"  Famine  brought  upon  us  by  our  Enemies.  But 
"  after  having  taken  to  witnefs  the  Gods,  Aven- 
"  gets  of  Injuftice,   wc   wou'd  have  filled  Rome 

"  with 
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"•  with  Blood  and  Slaughter.  Such  had  been  the 
"  fatal  Succefs  of  tKe  Counfels  of  that  perfidious 
"  Citizen,  if  fome  Senators,  who  had  more  Love 
"  for  their  Country,  had  not  hindered  them 
"  from  raking  EfFeft.  It  is  to  you,  Confcript  Fa- 
"  thers,  that  we  addrefs  our  juil  Complaints.  It 
"  is  your  Aid,  and  the  Wifdom  of  your  Decrees, 
"  thiit  we  call  upon  to  oblige  this  public  Enemy 
"  to  appear  before  the  whole  Roman  People  af- 
''  fembled  by  Tribes  to  anfwer  for  his  pernicious 
'*  Counfels.  It  is  there,  Coriolamny  that  thou  mufl 
"  defend  thy  former  Sentiments,  if  thou  darefl:  fo 
"  to  do,  or  cxcufe  them  as  proceeding  from  want 
"  of  Thought:  Takemy  Advice  j  leave  thy  haiigh- 
"  ty  and  tyrannical  Maxims  j  make  thyfelf  leis> 
"  become  like  usj  nay  put  on  Habits  of  Mourn- 
"  ing,  which  are  fo  conformable  to  the  prefent 
''  State  of  thy  Fortune.  Implore  the  Pity  of  thy 
"  Fellow-citizens,  and  perhaps  thou  may'ft  obtain 
"  their  Favour,  and  the  Forgivenefs  of  thy  Faults. 

This  Tribune  having  left  off  fpcaking,  the  Con- 
fuls  asked  the  Opinion  of  the  Aflembly:  They  be- 
gan with  the  Confulars  and  the  oldeil  Senators  j 
for  in  thofe  Days,  fays  Dionyfius  HaUcarn:iJfeus^  the  L.  7. 
young  Senators  were  not  io  prefumptuous  as  to/'-453- 
think  themfelves  capable  of  inftrucling  their  Se- 
niors.    Thofe  young  Men  who  were  modefl  and 
referved,  without  daring  to  fpeak,  only  declared 
their  Opinion  by  fome  Sign,  or  by  going  oyer  to 
that  Side  which  they  thought  mod  juft.     It  was 
from  this  refpe^lful  way  of  declaring  their  Minds, 
that  they  were  called  Senatores  Pedarii^  (from  ih^TheVtii^ 
Latin  Fes^  a  Foot)   becaufe  their  Opinion   vvas '"'^^" '^^'^''" 
known  only  by  the  Side  which  they  went    (or 
walli'd)  over  to:   Thus  it  was  a  common  Saying, 
that  a  Pedarian  Opinion  was  like  a  Head  with- 
out a  Tongue, 

All  the  Senators  waited,  out  of  different  Mo- 
tives, fome  withDefire,  and  others  with  Uneafincf^, 

to 
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to  hear  how  ^ppius  Claudius  wou'd  declare  himfelf. 
AppiusV    When  it  was  his  Turn  to  fpeak,   "  You  know, 
'^^'^Tfr  h  "  Confcript  Fathers,   fays  he,   that   I  have  long 
Trikines.  ^  "  ^"^    frequently  oppofed,   even  alone,  the  Eate 
'^  with    which    you   grant   the  People"  whatever 
"  they  demand,     I  know  not  whether  I  have  not 
"  been  even  troublefome  in  repeatmg  to  you  the 
"  fiital   Prefages  which   I  drew  from   the  Union 
"  that  was  propofed  to  you  with  thofe  Deferters 
"  of  the  Commonwealth.     The  Event  has  but 
"  too  truly  anfwered  my  juft  Sufpicions.      The 
"  fhare  of  the  Magiitracy  which  you  yielded  up 
''*  to  thofe  feditious  Men,  is  now  turned  againit 
*•'  yourfelves.     The  People  punifhes  you  by  means 
''  of  your  own  Favours  5  they  take  Advantage  of 
"^  your  Goodnefs  to  ruin  your  Authority.     'Tis 
"  in  vain  you  try  to  hide  even  from  yourfelves 
''  the  Danger  which  the  Senate  is  in  \  you  can- 
"  not  but  fee  that  their  Defign  is  to  change  the 
"  ancient  Form  of  our  Government :   The  Tri- 
"  bunes,  to  bring  about  their  private  Views,  make 
"•  gradual   Advances   to   the  Tyranny.     At   firft 
"  they  demanded  only  the  Abolition  of  the  Debts  j 
"  and  this  People,  who  are  now  fo  haughty,  and 
"  who  endeavour  to  make  themfelves  the  fupreme 
"  Judges  of  the  Senators,  then  thought  they  (tood 
"  in  need  of  a  Pardon,  for  the  difrefpectful  man- 
''  ncr  in  which  they  fued  for  that  firrt  Conceffion. 
"  Your  Eaiinefs  gave  Occalion  to  new  Preccn- 
"  fions;  the  People  wou'd  have  their  particular 
"  Magiftrates,     You  know  how  earnelily  I  op- 
"  pofed  thefe  Innovations  ;  but  in  fpight  of  all 
"  I  cou'd  do,   you   aflented    in   this  Point  alfo; 
*'  you  allowed  the  People  to  have  Tribunes,  that 
"  is   to  fay,   perpetual   Ringleaders   of  Sedition. 
*'-  The  People  intoxicated  with  Fury,  wou'd  even 
''  have  this  new  Magillracy  confecrated  in  a  par- 
'^  ticular  manner,  which  had  never  been  allov/ed 
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"  to  the  Coqfuirnip  itfelf,  the  firil  Dignity  in 
*'  the  Repubhc.  The  Senate  confented  10  every 
*'  thing,  not  fo  much  out  of  Kindnefs  for  the  Peo- 
*'  pie,  as  want  of  Refolutionj  the  Perfon  of  the 
"  Tribunes  was  declared  facred  and  inviolable,  and 
''  a  Law  made  to  that  EfFc6l.  The  People  rcqui- 
"  red  that  it  fhou'd  be  confirmed  with  the  moil 
"  folemn  Oaths  j  and  that  Dar,  my  Fathers,  you 
*'  fwore  upon  the  Altars  the  JDelhuftion  of  your 
"  fclves  and  Children.  What  has  been  the  Fruit 
"  of  all  thefe  Favours?  Your  Eafinefs  has  only 
"  ferved  to  make  you  contemptible  in  the  Eyes 
"  of  the  People,  and  to  increafe  the  Pride  and 
''  Infolence  of  their  Tribunes.  They  now  begin 
"  to  fet  up  new  Rights  for  themfelves;  and  thefe 
"  modern  Magiilrates,  who  ought  to  live  merely 
"  like  private  Men,  take  upon  them  to  convene 
*'  the  Aflemblics  of  the  People,  and  without  our 
''  Privity  procure  Laws  to  be  ena<5ted  by  the 
"  Voices  of  a  bafe  Rabble, 

"  And  yet  it  is  to  fo  odious  a  Tribunal  that  thcv 
"  now  fummon  zPatrician^  a  Senator,  a  Citizen  of 
"  your  Order,  in  a  word,  Coriolanui^  that  great 
"  Captain,  and  withal  that  good  Man,  yet  more 
"  illuilrious  f.>r  his  Adherence  to  the  intercils  of 
"  the  Senate  than  for  his  Valour.  They  prefame 
"  to  make  it  a  Crime  in  a  Senator  to  fpeak  his  O- 
"  pinion  in  full  Senate,  v/ith  that  Freedom  which 
"  is  fo  becoming  a  Reman;  and  if  you  yourfelves 
"  had  not  been  his  Buckler  and  Defence,  they  had 
"  aflaflinated,  even  in  your  Prefence,  one  of  your 
"  moft  illudrious  Citizens.  The  Majefly  of  the 
"  Senate  was  jufl  going  to  be  violated  by  fo  bale 
"  a  Murder i  the  Rerpcct  due  to  your  Dignity 
"  was  quite  forgot,  and  you  your  felves  were 
^'  lofing  your  Liberty  and  Empire. 

"  The  Refolution  and  Courage  which  you 
"  fhewed  upon  this  lad:  Occafion,  in  fc  me  mea- 
"  fare  awaked  thele  Madmen  from  their  drunken 

"  fit. 
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"  fit.  They  feem  now  ro  be  afhamed  of  a  Crime 
that  they  cou'd  not  compleatj  they  dcfifl  from 
the  violent  Mer'Mods  which  they  found  wou'd 
not  fuccecd,  and  fecmingly  have  recourfe  to 
Jufticc,  and  the  Rules  of  the  Law. 
"  But  what  v:.  this  ludice,  immortal  Gods, 
"  which  thefe  h>\Q.'Ci  o'i  Blood  wou'd  mtroduce! 
"  they  endeavour  by  fubmiflive  Means  to  furprife 
"  ycu  into  a  Senatusconfultum^  that  may  give 
"  them  Pou  er  to  drag  the  bed  Citizen  of  Rome 
*'  to  Pun'fhmcnL  They  alledge  the  Lex  Valeria, 
"  as  the  Rule  of  yciir  Conduftj  but  does  rot  e- 
'*  very  body  know,  that  this  Law,  which  allows 
'"  of  Appeals, to  the  AfTembly  of  the  People,  re- 
"  laics  only  to  fuch  poor  Plebeians^  as  being  de- 
"  fticute  of  all  other  Proteftion,  might  be  op- 
"  prefled  by  the  Credit  of  a  ftrong  Cabal?  The 
"  Text  of  the  Law  is  plain  j  it  exprefly  fays, 
"  That  a  Citizen  condemned  by  the  Confuls 
"  fhould  have  Liberty  to  appeal  to  the  People. 
"  Puhl'icola  by  this  Law  only  gave  an  Afyliim  to 
''  thofe  unhappy  Men  that  had  reafon  to  com- 
"  plain  of  having  been  condemned  by  prejudiced 
*'  Judges,  The  Delign  of  the  Law  was  only  to 
*'  have  their  Caiifes  heard  over  again  j  and  when 
''  you  afterward^  confented  to  the  Creation  of  the 
"  Tribune:,  iT^'rher  you,  nor  even  the  People 
"  themfelves,  ever  intend  d  any  thing  more  in 
"  the  Eilabiilliment  of  thefe  new  Magiilrates, 
"  than  that  this  Law  might  be  furnifli'd  with 
''  Prote6bors,  and  the  Poor  with  Advocates  that 
"  might  prevent  their  being  opprefled  by  the 
<■«  Gr<"at.  What  relation  is  there  between  fuch 
««  a  Law,  and  the  Cafe  of  a  Senator  of  an  Order 
*'  fuperior  to  the  People,  and  who  is  accountable 
"  for  his  Conduct  to  none  but  the  Senate.?  To 
<«  fhew  that  the  Lex  Valeria  relates  only  to  pri- 
<«  vate  Plebeians  •,  for  about  fevcnteen  Years  that 
it  it  has  been  made,  let  Dccius  only  give  me  an 
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*'  Inftance  of  one  Tingle  Patrician  that  was  ever 
*'  called  in  Judgment  before  the  People  by  vertue 
"  of  that  Law,  and  our  Difpute  will  be  at  an 
"  End.  And  indeed  what  Juftice  wou'd  there  be 
"  in  delivering  up  a  Senator  to  the  Fury  of  the 
*'  Tribunes,  and  to  fuffer  the  People  to  be 
*'  Judges  in  their  own  Caufej  as  if  their  tumul- 
"  tuous  Aflemblies,  directed  by  fuch  feditious 
"  Magiftrates,  cou'd  be  without  Prejudice,  with- 
«'  out  Hatred,  and  without  Paflion?  Thus,  O 
*'  Fathers,  it  is  my  Advice,  that  before  you  de- 
*'  termine  upon  any  thing,  you  mr.turely  weigh 
"  that  in  this  Affair  your  Interefls  are  infeparable 
*'  from  thofe  of  Coriolanus',  for  the  reft,  I  am 
"  not  for  your  revoking  the  Favours  you  have 
«'  granted  the  People,  by  whatever  Means  they 
*'  obtained  them  j  but  I  cannot  forbear  exhorting 
*'  you  to  refufe  boldly  for  the  future  whatever 
"  they  fhail  think  to  get  of  you  contrary  to 
*'  your  own  Authority,  and  the  Form  of  our 
'<  Government, 

It  is  plain  by  thefe  tw^o  oppofire  Speeches  of 
Decitis  and  Jppins^  that  the  Bufinefs  of  Coriola- 
nus was  only  ufcd  as  a  Colour  to  Affairs  of  greater 
Importance.  The  true  Caufe  of  the  Difpuce  and 
Animofity  between  the  two  Parties  was  this. 
That  the  Nobles  and  Patricians  affirmed,  that  by 
the  Expulfion  of  the  Kings  "they  H-icceeded  in  their 
Authority,  and  that  the  Government  ought  to 
be  purely  Ariftocratic  5  whereas  the  Tribunes,  by 
new  Laws,  endeavoured  to  turn  it  into  a  Demo- 
cracy, and  to  bring  the  whole  Authority  into  the 
Hands  of  the  People,  whom  they  governed  as 
they  pleafed.  Thus  Ambition,  Interell,  and  Je:i- 
Icufy,  animated  the  two  Parties,  and  made  the 
wifefl  Men  apprehenfive  of  a  new  Separation,  or 
of  a  Civil  War. 

This  was  what  M.  FaUrius^  that  Confular  who  P^^'Jj^ 
had  been  fo  ferviccable  in  the  Agreement  upon  the  J^vXh-' 
I  Mom  us.  "  ^ 
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Mons  Sacer,  reprelcnted  to  the  Senate  in  Terms 
equally  ftrong  and  moving.  He  was  a  true  Re- 
publican, and  was  difpleafed  to  fee  the  Nobles 
and  all  thofe  of  his  Order  conflantly  afFc6ling  a 
Dillinflion  and  Power  ever  odious  in  a  free  State. 
As  he  was  Mafter  of  a  fweec  infinuating  Elo- 
quence, he  firft  fpoke  much  in  general  of  the  Be- 
nefits of  Peace,  and  of  the  Neceflicy  of  preferv- 
ing  Union  in  the  Republic.  Then  he  proceeded 
to  the  Affair  of  Coriolanus,  and  declared  himfelf 
for  referring  the  Cognizance  of  it  to  the  AfTem- 
bly  of  the  People.  He  maintained  that  the  Se- 
nate, by  letting  go  fome  little  of  its  Authority, 
wou'd  fecqre  the  Duration  of  itj  that  it  wou'd  be 
ftronger  if  it  were  lefs,  and  that  nothing  was  more 
likely  to  difirm  the  Peoples  Rage  againfl:  that 
illullrious  Criminal,  than  the  granting  them  the 
Judgment  of  him:  That  the  Multitude,  charm'd 
with  fuch  Condcfcenfion,  wou'd  abftain  from  con- 
demning a  Man  whom  they  knew  to  be  fo  dear  to 
the  Senate:  And  that  to  aj-»peare  them  complcatly, 
lie  wou'd  have  all  the  Senators  difperfe  themfelves 
among  the  Aflembly,  and  each  endeavour  by  a 
more  gentle  and  popular  Behaviour,  to  win  over 
the  Plebeians  he  was  acquainted  with. 
Valerius'/  Fakrius  then  turning  to  Coriolanus,  befought 
Speech  fo  him  in  the  moft  tender  manner  to  give  Peace  to 
Conola-  j.|^£  Republic:  "  Go,  Coriolanus,  fays  he,  offer 
"  your  felf  generoufly  to  the  People's  Judgment  5 
"  this  is  the  only  way  of  juiHfying  your  felf 
"  that  is  worthy  of  youj  this  is  the  furefl  Means 
"  to  filence  thofe  who  accufe  you  of  aiming  at 
"  the  Tyranny.  The  People,  moved  with  be- 
"  holding  fo  great  a  Soul  bending  imder  the 
"  Power  of  their  Tribunes,  can  never  bring 
"  themfelves  to  pronounce  Sentenceof  Condem- 
"  nation  upon  Coriolanus  j  whereas  if  you  per- 
"  fift  in  fliewing  a  Contempt  for  that  Tribunal, 
"  if  you  decline  their  Juuicc,  and  continue  ob- 
4  "  llinately 
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"  ftinately  refolute  to  be  tryed  only  by  the  Con- 
**■  fuls,  you  will  occafioii  a  Contell  between  the 
*'  Senate  and  the  People,  and  kindle  a  dreadful 
"  Sedition.  You  alone  will  be,  the  fatal  Torch  ; 
"  and  who  can  tell  how  far  the  Flame  may  run? 
"  Set  before  your  Eyes  the  frightful  Image  of  a 
*'  Civil  War;  the  Laws  without  Force  j  the  Ma- 
"  giftrates  without  Power  5  Fury  and  Violence 
"  pofTefling  both  Parties;  Fire  and  Sword  gleam- 
*'  ing  on  all  Sides,  and  your  Fellow-citizens  mur- 
^^  dering  each  other:  The  Wife  calling  upon  yoti 
<'  for  her  Husband,  the  Father  for  his  Children  j 
"  all  loading  you  with  Imprecations,  Laltly,  fet 
«'  before  your  Eyes  Rome^  to  whom  the  Gods 
"  have  promifed  fo  gloriou#a  Deftiny,  finking 
<'  under  the  Rage  of  the  two  Parties,  and  buried 
"  beneath  her  own  Ruins. 

Valerius^  who  lincerely  loved  his  Country, 
foftned  by  the  Idea  of  thefe  great  Calamities, 
cou'd  not  rellrain  his  Tears,  which  fell  m  fpite 
of  himfelf;  and  the  Tears  of  a  Confular,  vene- 
rable for  his  Age  and  Dignities,  more  eloquent 
even  than  his  Difcourfe,  touched  the  greater 
part  of  the  Senators,  and  difpofed  their  Minds  to 
Peace. 

Then  Valerius^  finding  that  he  was  Mafier  of 
the  Afiembly,  railed  his  Voice,  and,  as  if  he  had 
got  frefh  Strength,  or  were  become  another  Man, 
fhewed  himfeif  undifguifed^   and'  ipoke  to  them 
with  that  Authority  which  his  Age  and  long  Ex- 
perience in  Affairs  gave  liim.     "  We  are  made  to 
"  fear,  cries  he,  that  the  Public  Liberty  will  be  Valerius^ 
"  in   imminent   Danger,   if  we   grant   %   ^^^^^^'^^lZ\nft  the 
"  Power  to  the  People,  and  allow  them  to  try  pride  cf 
"  thofe  of  our   Order   that  fliall   be  accufcd  by  the  Gnat. 
"  the  Tribunes.     I  am  perfuaded  on  the  contrary, 
*'  that  nothing  is  more  likely  to  prefervc  it.     The 
''  P^epublic   confifts    of  two   Cirders,   Patricians 
*'  and  Pkbeia-nSj  the  quefiion  is,  which  of  thofe 

two 
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"  two  Orders  may  moll  iafcly  be  truftcd  with 
"  the  Guardianfhip  of  that  facred  Depofitum^  our 
"  Liberty.  I  maintain  that  it  will  be  more  fe- 
"  cure  in  the  Hands  of  the  People,  who  defirc 
'•  only  not  to  be  opprell,  than  in  thofe  of  the 
"  Nobles  who  all  have  a  violent  Third  of  Domi- 
*'  nion.  Thefe  Patricians  ^  invclled  with  the 
"  prime  Magillracies,  diflinguiihed  by  their  Birth, 
*'  their  Wealth,  and  their  Honours,  will  always 
*'  be  powerful  enough  to  hold  the  People  to  their 
.  *'  Duty:  And  the  People,  when  they  have  the 
"  Authority  of  the  Laws,  being  naturally  Haters 
"  and  jealous  of  all  exalted  Power,  will  by  their 
•'  Watchfulnefs  over  the  Adions  of  the  Great, 
"  flrike  the  TerrorSf  the  Severity  of  their  Judg- 
*'  ments  into  fuch  of  the  Patricians  as  might  be 
"  tempted  to  afpire  to  the  Tyranny.  You  abo- 
"■  lifhed  the  Royalty,  Confcript  Fathers,  becaufe 
"  the  Authority  of  a  iingle  Man  grew  exorbi- 
"  tant.  Not  fatisfied  with  dividing  the  Sove- 
*'  reign  Power  between  two  annual  Magi  Urates, 
*'  you  gave  them  befidcs  a  Council  of  three 
"  hundred  Senators  to  be  Infpcftors  over  their 
*'  Condud,  and  Moderators  of  their  Authority. 
"  But  this  very  Senate,  fo  formidable  to  the  Kings 
"  and  to  the  Confiils,  has  nothing  in  the  Rcpub- 
"  lie  to  balance  their  Power,  i  know  very  well 
"  that  hitherto.  Thanks  be  to  the  Gods,  we 
"  have  had  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  to  be 
"  contented  with  their  Moderation.  But  then  I 
"  know  not  whether  we  are  not  obliged  for  this 
"  to  the  Fear  of  our  Enemies  abroad,  and  to 
<'  thofe  continual  Wars  which  wc  have  been 
*'  forced  to  maintain;  but  who  will  be  anfwera- 
*<  ble  that  for  the  future  our  SucceiTors,  grow- 
<«  ing  more  haughty  and  more  potent  by  a  long 
«<  Peace,  may  not  make  Attempts  upon  the  Li- 
"  berty  of  their  Country,  and  that  in  the  very 
<«  Senate  itfclf  fume  fir oiig  Fadion  may  not  arife, 
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"  whofe  Leader  may  find  Ways  to  become  theTy- 
"  rant  of  his  Country,  if  there  be  not  at  the  lame 
'^  time  out  of  the  Senate  fome  other  Power,  which 
"  by  means  of  the  Accufations  to  be  brought  into 
"  the  Aflembly  of  the  People,  may  be  able  to 
"  withiland  the  ambitious  Enterprizes  of  the 
"  Great? 

''  Perhaps  the  Qiieftion  may  be  darted,  Whe- 
*'  ther  the  lame  Inconveniency  is  not  to  be  appre- 
"  hended  from  the  pare  of  the  People,  and  whe- 
''  ther  it  is  poiUble  to  make  fufficient  Provifion, 
"  that  there  fhall  not  at  fome  time  arife  among 
*'  the  Plebeians^  a  Head  of  a  Paity  that  will  abuie 
"  his  Influence  over  the  Minds  of  the  Multitude, 
''  and  under  the  old  Pretence  of  defending  the 
*'  People's  Interefts,  in  the  End  opprefs  both  their 
"  Liberty  and  that  of  the  Senate?  But  you  mufl 
"  needs  know,  that  upon  the  lead  Danger  which 
"  the  Republic  may  feem  to  be  in  on  that  lide, 
"  our  Confuls  have  power  to  name  a  Diftator, 
"  whom  they  will  never  chufe  but  from  among 
"  your  own  Body;  that  this  fupreme  Magiftrate, 
''  the  abfolute  Mafter  of  the  Lives  of  his  Fellow- 
"  citizens,  is  alone  able  by  his  Authority  to  difH- 
"  pate  a  popular  Fadion  j  and  the  Wifdom  of  our 
"  Laws  has  allowed  him  that  formidable  Power 
"  but  for  fix  Months,  for  fear  he  (hou'd  abufe  it, 
'^  and  employ  in  the  Eflablifhment  of  his  ownTy- 
"  ranny,  an  Authority  intruded  with  him  only  to 
''  dedroy  that  of  any  other  ambitious  Men.  Thus, 
"  added  Falerius^  with  a  mutual  Infpedion  the 
"  Senate  will  be  watchful  over  the  Behaviour  of 
"  the  Confuls,  the  People  over  that  of  the  Senate  j 
"  and  the  Dictator,  when  the  State  of  Affairs  re- 
"  quires  the  Interpofition  of  fuch  an  Office,  will 
"  ferve  as  a  Curb  to  the  Ambition  of  both.  The 
"  more  Eyes  that  there  are  upon  the  Conduft  of 
"  every  Branch  of  our  Legiflature,  the  more  fc- 

L  "  cure 


110         The  Hijiory  of  the  Revolutions  Book  IL 

''  cure  will  be  our  Liberty,  and  the  more  perfect 
*'  our  Conllitution. 
'Jhe  Senate  Other  Senators,  who  were  of  the  fame  Opinion, 
abandons  added,  that  nothing  was  more  Ukely  to  preferve 
Conola-  their  Liberty,  than  to  allow  every  Rodman  Citizen 
^'^^''  comprifed  in  the  Cenfus^  the  Privilege  oHmpeach- 

ing  before  the  AlTembly  of  the  People,  any  that 
ihou'd  violate  the  Laws  j  that  this  Right  of  Ac- 
cufation  wou'd  not  only  keep  the  Great  in  Awe, 
but  alfo  be  ferviceable  in  giving  vent  to  the  Mur- 
murs of  the  People,  which  without  fuch  Eafe- 
nient  might  run  up  to  Sedition.  Thus  it  was  re- 
folved  by  Plurality  of  Voices  to  leave  this  Affair 
to  the  yudgmcnt  of  the  People.  And  this  was  the 
more  willingly  agreed  to,  becaufe  the  Petition 
which  the  Tribunes  had  firft  made  for  a  Scn.itus- 
confultum  to  empower  them  to  profecute  the  Ac- 
cufed,  wou'd,  for  the  future.  Hand  as  a  new  Pre- 
cedent of  the  Senate's  Privilege  and  Authority. 
'  Tho'  this  Society  knew  they  were  about  to  facri- 

jfice  an  innocent  Man  to  the  PafHon  of  his  Ene- 
mies, the  public  Quiet  prevailed  above  any  private 
Concern,  and   the   Senatusconfultum  was  immedi- 
ately drawn.     But  before  it  was  ligned,  Coriola- 
Nus,  who  found  the  Senate  were  giving  him  up, 
defired   leave   to  fpeakj   and  having  obtained  it, 
"  You  know,  Confcript  Fathers,  fays  he,  addref- 
*The  Com-  "  fing  himfelf  to  the  Senators,  what  the  whole 
plaints       tc  Courfe  of  my  Life  has  hitherto  been.  You  know 
CoHoli     "  ^^^"^  ^^'^s  obflinate  Hatred  of  the  People,   and 
nus*  "  that  unjuft  Perfecution  which  I  now  fuiTer  from 

"  it,  are  occafioned  only  by  the  inviolable  Zeal 
*'  which  I  have  always  fhewn  for  the  Interefl  of 
"  this  Body.  I  will  not  infiil  upon  the  Returns  I 
''  now  meet  with;  the  Event  will  fliew  the  Weak- 
*'  nefs  and  perhaps  the  Malice  of  the  Counfels  which 
*'  are  given  you  in  this  Affair.  But  fince  VaJeri- 
"  //j's  Opinion  has  at  length   prevailed,   let  me 

"  know 


Book  ir.     /^ //^^  Roman  Republic.  hi 

"  know  at  lead:  what  is  the  Crime  that  I  am  char- 
"  ged  with,  and  upon  what  Conditions  I  am  deH- 
"  vcred  over  to  the  Fury  of  my  Adverfaries. 

CoRioLANus  faid  this  to  find  out  whether  the  D.  H.l.  7* 
Tribunes  would  ground  their  Accufation  upon  the  P-  4^2- 
Speech  he  had  made  in  full  Senate.  This  was  in- 
deed the  only  Caufe  of  the  Rage  of  the  Tribunes 
againft  that  Senator,  whom  they  cou'd  never  for- 
give the  Propofal  he  had  made  to  abolifh  the  Tri- 
bunefhipj  but  as  they  fear'd  they  fhou'd  make 
themfelves  too  odious  to  the  Senate,  if  they  pre- 
tended to  Call  every  Senator  to  account  for  the 
Opinions  he  fhou'd  give  in  the  public  Deliberati- 
ons, they  declared,  after  conferring  together,  that 
they  wou'd  confine  their  whole  Accufition  to  the 
fingle  Crime  of  Tyranny. 

"  If  it  be  fo,  replyed  Coriolanus,  and  I  have 
*'  nothing  to  clear  myfelf  of  but  a  Calumny  fo  ill- 
"  grounded,   1  freely  yield  myfelf  to  the  Judg- 
"  ment  of  the  People,  and  do  not  oppofe  the  fign- 
*'  ing  of  the  Senatusconfultum.     The  Senate  was 
not  difpleafed  to  fee  the  Affair  take  this  turn,  and 
that  no  mention  wou'd  be  made  of  what  had  paf- 
fed  in  the  lafl  AfTembly,  which  mufl;  have  brought 
the  Honour  and  Authority  of  their  Body  into  the 
Difpute.  Thus  with  the  Confent  of  all  Parties,  the 
Decree  was  figned,   allowing  the  Perfon  accufed 
feven  and  twenty  Days  to  prepare   his  Defence. 
This  Decree  was  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  Tri- 
bunes, and  for  fear  left  notwithftanding  their  Pro- 
mife  they  Ihou'd  flill  pretend  in  the  AfTembly  of 
the  People  to  urge  as  an  Article  againft  Coriola- 
nus, what  he  had  advanced  with  relation  to  the 
Tribunelhip,  and  the  Price  to  be  fixed  upon  Corn ; 
they  made  another  Senatmconfultum^  difcharging 
him  from  all  Profecutions  that  might  be  raifed  a- 
gainft  him  upon  either  of  thofe  Accounts:  xA  Pre- 
caution which  the  Senate  took,  that  they  might 
not  have  the  Uneafinefs  to  fee  it  difcufted  before 
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the  People,  how  far  the  Senators  might  carry  the 
Freedom  of  their  Opinions.  The  Tribunes,  after 
having  read  the  Senate's  Decree  in  the  firft  Affem- 
bly  of  the  People,  exhorted  all  the  Citizens  of  the 
Republic,  as  well  thofe  that  dwelt  in  Rorne^  as  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Country,  to  be  at  the  Forum  on 
the  Day  appointed  fortheDecifion  of  this  Bufinefs. 
Moft  of  the  Plebeians  waited  impatiently  till  the 
time  fliou'd  come  when  they  might  fignalize  their 
Hatred  againft  Coriolanus,  and  they  feemed  as 
zealous  againit  that  Senator,  as  if  his  Dellrudlion 
were  the  Safety  of  the  Republic. 
Anew  At  length  the  fatal  Day  appeared,   when  this 

Stratagem  great  Affair  was  to  be  decided ;  and  an  innumera- 
"Z.f  ble  Multi'-nde  crowded  the  Forum  extreamly  be- 
times  in  the  Morning.  The  Tribunes,  who  knew 
what  they  did,  feparated  them  by  Tribes  before 
the  Senators  came;  whereas,  from  the  Reign  of 
Servius  'TuUius^  the  Voices  had  always  been  ga- 
thered by  Centuries.  This  fingle  Difference  gave 
the  deciding  turn  to  this  Affair,  and  always  after- 
wards was  fufficient  to  weigh  down  the  Scale  in 
favour  either  of  the  People  or  of  the  Patricians. 
The  Confuls  being  come  to  the  Affembly,  were 
for  keeping  up  the  ancient  Cuftom,  not  doubting 
but  they  cou'd  fave  Coriolanus  if  the  Voices 
were  reckoned  by  Centuries,  in  which  the  Patri^ 
cians  themlelves  and  the  richeft  Citizens  had  the 
Maior'ty.  But  the  Tribunes,  no  lefs  artful,  and 
more  rcfolute,  alledged  that  in  an  Affiir  which 
concerned  the  Rights  of  the  People  and  the  Pubr 
lie  Liberty,  it  was  but  juft  that  every  Citizen, 
without  rerpe£t  to  Wealth  or  Rank,  (hou'd  have 
his  Vote  in  particular,  and  loudly  declared  they 
wou'd  never  confent  that  the  Voices  fliould  be  col- 
lefled  otherwife  than  by  Tribes  and  by  Tale.  This 
Difpu^e  was  carried  very  far-,  but  at  length  the  Se- 
nate, who  wou'd  not  make  Coriolanus's  Accufa- 
tion  a  Conteft  of  their  own,  and  who  were  appre- 
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henfive  their  Authority  wou'd  be  attacked  dircftly, 
gave  way  as  ufual  to  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Magi- 
llrates  of  the  People. 

However,  Minutius  the  firfl:  Conful,   to  hide,  Minutius 
if  polTible,  the  Weaknefs  and  indeed  the  Scandal -^^^^/^f" 
of  this  Condu6V  in  the  Senate,  mounted  the  Ro-  peopk  in 
firum.     He  opened  his  Difcourfe  with  the  h.^v^in-  favour  of 
tages  flowing  from  Peace  and  Union,  and  the  Ca-  Coriola- 
lamitics   which   attended   Difcord.      From  thefe  ""^* 
Common-Places,    he  proceeded  to  the  AfFedion 
which  the  Senate  had  for  the  People,  and  the  Fa- 
vours it  had  heaped  upon  ihem  at  feveral  times. 
He  declared  that  all  the  Return  they  asked  was 
CoRioLANUs's  Difcharge,  and  exhorted  the  Plehe- 
tans  to  confider  not  fo  much  a  few  Words  which 
had  efcaped  him  in  the  heat  of  his  Difcourfe,  as 
the  important  Services  which  that  generous  Citi- 
zen had  done  the  Commonwealth :  ''  Be  fatisfied, 
"  Romans^  added  he,  with  the  SubmiiHon  of  that 
"  great  Man  j  and  let  it  not  be  faid,  that  fo  illu- 
*'  ftrioiis  a  Citizen  underwent  the  Forms  of  Juftice 
"  like  a  Criminal.     Sicimus  zn[\veYQd^  that  if  fuch 
Indulgence  were  to  take  place  in  the  Governmenc 
of  States,  none  would  be  fecure.     That  all  who 
had  done  great  Services,  might  then  attempt  the 
moft  unjull  A61:ions  with  Impunity.   That  in  Mo- 
narchies the  King  had  Power  to  forgive  j  but  in 
Commonwealths  the  Laws  alone  governed,  and 
thofe  Laws,   deaf  to   all   Solicitations,  punifhed 
Guilt  with  rhe  fame  Stri6lne(s  of  Juftice,  that  they 
rewarded  Virtue. 

"  Since,  notwithftanding  our  Intreaties,  reply- 
"  ed  Minutius^  you  obftinately  infift  that  Corio- 
"  LANUs  fliall  be  tried  by  the  Suffrages  of  the  A^- 
"  fembly,  I  demand  that,  purfuanr  to  your  Agree- 
"  mcnt  with  the  Senate,  you  confine  your  Accu- 
"  fation  to  the  fingle  Article  of  Tyranny,  and 
"  bring  Proofs  and  Wirneffes  of  this  Crime.  For, 
"  added  the  Conful,  as  to  what  he  has  liid  in  our 
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"  Aflemblies,  befides  that  you  have  no  Right  to 
"  take  Cognizance  of  any  thing  of  that  nature, 
"  the  Senate  has  difcharged  him  of  it.  And  as  a 
Proof  of  what  he  faid,  he  read  aloud  a  Senatus- 
confultum  relating  to  it :  He  then  came  down  from 
xh^Roftrum-,  and  this  was  all  the  Ailiftance  that 
the  illuflrious  Criminal  received  from  the  timorous 
Policy  of  the  Senate. 

Sicinius  then  arofe,  and  reprefented  to  the  People, 
That  CoRioLANus,  a  Defcendant  from  the  Kings 
oi  Rome^  had  long  fought  to  make  himfelf  the  Ty- 
rant of  his  Country.    That  his  Birth,  his  Courage, 
thofe  numerous  Adherents  who  might  be  called 
his  firft  Subjeds,  made   him  but  too  fufpicious. 
That  they  cou'd  not  be  too  fearful,  that  the  Va- 
lour fo  much  cried  up  by  the  Patricians  wou'd  be 
pernicious  to  his  Fellow-citizens.     That  he  was 
too  guilty  the  moment  he   had  rendered  himfelf 
fufpeded  and  formidable.     That  in  matter  of  Go- 
vernment,  the  bare  Appearance  of  affefting  the 
Tyranny  was  a  Crime  worthy  of  Death,  or  at  lead 
of  Banifhmenr.     Sicinius  wou'd  not  explain  him- 
felf more  openly,  before  he  had  heard  Coriola- 
Mus's  Defence,  to  the  intent,  that  in  his  Reply  he 
might  play  the  whole  Strength  of  his  Accufation 
againft  the  Parts  moft  weakly  defended :   An  Arti- 
fice which  he  had  concerted  with  Z)^(r/«;,  who  was 
to  fpeak  in  his  turn  to  this  Affair. 
Coriola-         CoRioLANus  then  prefented  himfelf  in  the  Af- 
nn%  pleads  fembly  v^'ith  a  Courage  deferving  a  better  Fortune, 
his  (jzvn     ^^^  anfwered  the  Sufpicions  which  the  Tribune 
^'^•'^'       had  endeavoured  to  throw  fo  malicioufly  upon  his 
Condu61:,  with  a  bare  Recital  of  his  Services.    He 
began  with  his  firil  Campaigns,  he  gave  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  Engagements  in  which  he  had 
fought,  the  Wounds  he  had  received,  the  milita- 
ry Honours  which  his  Generals  had  beftowed  up- 
,   ''  on  him,  and  laftly,  the  feveral  Polls  in  the  Army 

thro'  which  he  had  gradually  paiTcd.     He  expofed 

to 


Book  II.  in  the  Roman  Republic.  I15 

to  the  view  of  the  whole  People  a  gre.ic  number 
of  different  Crowns,  which  he  had  received  either 
for  mounting  the  Breach  firll  in  Aflaulrs,  or  for 
having  firft  broke  into  the  Enemy's  Camp  j  or 
laftly,  for  having  in  various  Battels  favcd  the  Lives 
of  a  great  Number  of  Citizens.  He  called  them 
aloud,  each  by  his  Name,  and  cited  them  as  Wit- 
nefTcs  of  what  he  advanced.  Thofe  Men,  who 
were  mo9i\y  Plebehvis^  immediately  arofc,  and  gave 
public  Teltimony  of  the  Obligations  they  lay  uu- 
der  to  him.  "  We  have  frequently,  cried  they, 
"  beheld  him  (ingly  break  thro'  the  clofeft  Batta- 
"  lions  of  the  Enemy  to  fave  a  Citizen  opprefs'd 
"  with  Numbers.  It  is  by  him  alone  we  live,  and 
"  that  we  now  fee  ourfclves  in  our  own  Country, 
"  and  in  the  Embraces  of  our  Families.  OurGra- 
''  titude  is  urged  againft  him  as  a  Crime  5  thac 
"  great  Man,  and  that  excellent  Citizen  is  accu- 
"  fed  of  evil  Defigns,  becaufe  they  vvhofe  Lives 
"  he  has  faved,  attend  him  in  his  Train  like  his 
''  Clients.  Can  we  do  otherwife  without  the 
"  moft  deteflable  Bafenefs.'*  Can  our  Interefts  ever 
''  be  divided  from  his?  If  you  only  delire  a  Fine, 
'^  we  offer  all  we  have  in  the  World :  If  you 
"  condemn  him  to  Exile,  we  banifli  onrfelves 
"  with  him:  And  if  the  obftinate  Fury  of  his  E- 
*'  nemies  wou'd  have  his  Life,  let  them  take  ours 
"  rather.  They  are  his,  by  the  jufteft  of  Titles: 
"  We  (hall  only  lellore  him  what  every  one  of 
"  us  owes  wholly  to  his  V^alour,  and  we  fhall 
"  fave  to  the  Republic  a  moft  valuable  Citizen. 
Thofe  generous  Plebeians  in  pronouncing  thefe 
Words  fhed  Floods  of  Tears,  ftretched  our  their 
Hands  to  the  Affembly  after  the  manner  of  Sup- 
plicants, and  endeavoured  to  work  upon  the  Mul- 
titude. Then  Coriolanus,  tearing  away  his  Robe, 
fhewed  his  Bread  all  covered  wirh  the  Scars  of  a 
great  number  of  Wounds  which  he  had  received: 
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"  It  was  to  fave  thefe  worthy  Men,  fays  he,  it 
"  was  to  refcue  thefe  good  Citizens  out  of  the 
"  Hands  of  our  Enemies,  that  I  have  a  thoufand 
"  times  ventured  my  Life.  Let  the  Tribunes,  if 
"  they  can,  fhew  how  fuch  Actions  can  fland 
*'  with  the  treacherous  Defigns  which  they  lay 
*'  to  my  Charge.  Is  it  probable,  that  an  Enemy 
*'  of  the  People  wou'd  expofe  himfelf  to  fo  many 
"  Dangers  in  War  to  fave  thofe  very  Men  whom 
*'  he  is  accufed  of  endeavouring  to  deftroy  in 
*'  Peace? 

This  Difcourfe,  fupported  by  a  noble  Air,  and 
that  Confidence  which  flows  from  Innocence  and 
Truth,  made  the  People  afhamed  of  their  Malice. 
*rhe  beft  Men  of  that  Order  cried  out,  that  they 
ought  to  acquit  fo  good  a  Citizen.     But  the  Tri- 
bune Dedus,  alarm'd  at  this  Change,  rifing  up, 
DeciusV     as  he  had  agreed  with  his  Colleague  Skinius^  "  Tho' 
Speech  a-  <c  jj^^  Senate  does  not  allow  us,  fays  he,  to  prove 
nolafu?°'"  ^^^  ^^^  Defigns  of  this  Enemy  of  the  People,  by 
"  the  odious  Words  which  he  fpokc  in  full  Senate, 
"  we  fhall  not  want  other  Proofs  no  lefs  cflential. 
''  I  will  only  mention  fome  Actions  where  that 
*'  Spirit  of  Tyranny  and  Pride  are  no  lefs  appa- 
*'  rent.    You  know  that  according  to  our  Laws, 
*'  the  Spoils  of  the  Enemy  belong  to  the  Roman 
**  People  ;  that  neither  the  Soldiers,  nor  their 
"  General  himfelf,  has  Power  to  difpofe  of  them  j 
"  but  that  all  ought  to  be  fold,  and  the  Price  ari- 
*'  fing  from  them  carried  by  a  Quseftor  into  the 
*'  public  Treafury  >  fuch  is  the  Ufage  and  Confti- 
"  tution  of  our  Government.     Neverthelefs,  con- 
*'  trary  to  thefe  Laws,   which  are  as  ancient  as 
*'  Rome  itfelf,  Coriolanus  having  got  a  confide- 
*'  rable  Booty  in  the  Territories  o^ihc  Antiates^  di- 
*'  vided  it  among  his  Friends  by  his  private  Au- 
*'  thority;   and  this  Tyrant  gave  them  the  Pco- 
*'  pie's  Due,  as  the  firil  Fruits  of  their  Confpira- 
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"  cy.  He  muft  therefore  either  deny  a  notorious 
*'  Fa6b,  and  fay,  that  he  did  not  difpofe  of  this 
••'  Booty,  or  elfe  maintain  that  he  had  Power  to 
"  do  it  without  violating  the  Laws.  So  that  with- 
*'  out  fheltering  himfelf  under  thefe  vain  Excla- 
''  mations  of  his  Adherents,  or  all  thofe  Scars 
"  which  he  {hews  with  fo  much  Oftencation,  I 
"  call  upon  him  to  anfwer  to  this  one  Article 
"  which  I  urge  againft  him. 

It  is  true,  Coriolanus  had  made  this  Diftribu- 
tion  of  the  Plunder,  or  rather  had  fuffered  his  Sol- 
diers to  take  each  his  Share.  But  he  was  fofar  from 
difpofing  of  it  only  in  favour  of  his  Friends  and 
Creatures,  as  was  objedled  to  him,  that  it  is  cer- 
tain, his  Soldiers,  who  made  Part  of  that  very  Peo- 
ple which  now  profecuted  him  with  fo  much  Vio- 
lence, received  the  v^hole  Benefit  of  that  Pillage. 
To  explain  this  FadV,  it  is  necefTtry  to  be  informed 
that  the  Jntiates  taking  Advantage  of  the  Famine 
with  which  Rome  was  afflicted,  and  of  theDifcord 
which  raged  between  the  People  and  the  Senate, 
had  made  Incurfions  up  to  the  very  Gates  of  the 
Cicy,  and  yet  the  People  cou'd  not  be  prevailed  up- 
on to  march  out  to  dnvt  back  the  Enemy,  Cori- 
olanus could  not  bear  this  Infult:  He  ask'd  leave 
of  the  Confuls  to  take  Arms.  He  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  Friends,  and  to  induce  the  Plebeian 
Soldiers  to  follow  him  in  this  Expedition,  he  pro* 
mifed  to  bring  them  home  laden  with  Booty.  The 
Soldiers,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  his  Va- 
lour and  Experience  in  War,  and  who  befides  found 
themfelves  Hiarplyprefl  by  Hunger,  crowded  to  his 
Standard.  Coriolanus,  folio w'd  by  the  bravefl 
Pkbeims^  march'd  out  of  Rome^  furprifed  the  Ene- 
mies fcattered  all  over  the  Country,  beat  them  in 
feveral  Engagements,  drove  them  quite  into  their 
own  Territories,  and  at  laft  forced  them  to  fhuc 
themfelves  up  in  Antium,  He  then  ufed  Reprifals, 
and  while  he  held  the  Gates  of  that  City  as  it  were 
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fealed  up  by  the  Fear  of  his  Arms,  and  the  Terror 
of  his  Name,  his  Soldiers  in  their  turn  ravaged 
their  Territory,  cut  down  their  Corn,  and  gather- 
ed in  their  Harvefl  Sword  in  hand.  That  Gene- 
ral gave  his  Confent  to  their  keeping  this  Grain, 
only  to  help  them  to  fupport  their  Wives  and 
Children,  and  by  their  example  to  incite  the  reft 
of  the  Plebeiam  to  feek  Provifions  boldly  in  the 
Country  of  their  Enemies. 

But  thofe  of  the  People  who  had  not  had  any 
hand  in  this  Expedition,  cou'd  not  without  a  fe- 
cret  Jealoufy  behold  Coriolanus's  Soldiers  return 
into  Rome  laden  with  Corn.  Declus^  who  had  dif- 
covered  thefe  Sentiments  in  them,  refolved  to  im- 
prove them  to  his  own  Ends,  and  doubted  not  but 
thofe  Plebeians,  envious  of  the  good  Fortune  of 
their  Neighbours,  wou'd  readily  condemn  Corio- 
LANus  for  a  generous  A6l:ion  by  which  they  them- 
felves  had  received  no  Benefit. 

That  Tribune,  who  was  urgent  and  audacious, 
infolently  asked  Cortolanus  whether  he  was  King 
of  Rome,  and  by  what  Authority  he  had  difpofed 
of  what  belonged  to  the  Republic.  Coriolanus, 
furprifed  at  an  Accufation  againfl:  which  he  had 
prepared  no  Defence,  contented  himfelf  with  gi- 
ving a  bare  Relation  of  the  Matter  of  Fa<5t,  as  we 
have  ftated  it.  He  reprefented  that  one  part  of  the 
People  had  received  the  Advantage  of  the  Spoils  of 
the  Enemy,  and  called  with  a  loud  Voice  the  Cen- 
turions and  chief  of  the  Plebeians  that  went  with 
,him  in  that  Incurfion,  to  bear  Teftimony  to  the 
Truth.  But  thofe  who  had  not  been  Sharers  in 
the  Corn  of  the  Jntiates,  being  more  numerous 
thanCoRioLANUs's  Soldiers,  made  fo  much  Noife, 
that  thofe  Captains  cou'd  not  be  heard.  The  Tri- 
bunes, finding  the  People  were  blov/n  up  again  to 
their  former  Animofity,  laid  hold  of  this  Oppor- 
Coriola-  tunity  to  collect  the  Suffrages  j  and  Coriolanus 
lumneciby  was  at  length  condemned  to  perpetual  Banifliment.. 
the  People,  4  Moft 
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Moil  of  the  Nobles   and   Patricians   thought  I^-H.  1.7. 
thcmfelves  in  a  manner  Banilhed  with  this  great  ^^\  V^ 
Man,  who   had   always  been   the  Defender   and  Liv-Dcc. 
Support  of  their  Order.     At  firll  they  were  un-  1.  1.  2- 
der  a  general  Conllernation  j  but  Indignation  and  ^^-'^  ?/' 
Rage  quickly  fucceeded.     Some  reproached  Fale-  ^^ 
rius^  that  he  had  mif-led  the  Senate  by  his  artful 
Difcourfesj  others  reproached  themfelves  for  their 
Excefs  of  Condefcention  to  the  People  5    all  re- 
pented that  they  had  not  rather  endured  the  lad 
Extremities,   than  have  abandoned   fo   illudrious 
a  Citizen   to   the   Infolence  of  a  fcditious  Rab- 
ble. 

CoRioLANus,  alone  unconcerned  in  appearance 
at  his  Difgrace,  left  the  AlTembly  with  the  fame 
Tranquility  as  if  he  had  been  acquitted.  He  v/ent: 
firft  to  his  Houfe,  where  he  found  his  Mother, 
named  Veturia^  and  P^olumnia  his  Wife  all  drown- 
ed in  Tears,  and  in  the  firft  Tranfports  of  their 
Grief  He  exhorted  them  in  few  Words  to  bear 
this  reverfe  of  Fortune  with  Condancy}  and  af- 
ter having  recommended  to  them  the  Care  of  his 
Children,  which  were  yet  but  Infants,  he  (Iraic 
left  his  Houfe  and  Rome^  fi'igl^?  and  without  per- 
mitting any  of  his  Friends  to  accompany  him,  or 
any  of  his  Servants  or  Slaves  to  attend  him.  Some 
Patricians  and  fome  young  Senators  only  went 
with  him  to  the  Gates  of  the  City  j  but  without 
fpeaking  one  Word  to  them,  or  uttering  the  lead 
Complaint,  he  parted  from  them,  neither  thank- 
ing them  for  what  was  paft,  nor  intreating  them 
about  the  future. 

Never  did  the  People  teftify  more  Joy,  no  not 
even  upon  vanquifhing  the  grcateft  Enemies  of 
Rome^  than  they  lliewcd  for  the  Advantage  they 
had  now  gained  over  the  Senate  and  the  Body  of 
the  Nobility,  The  Form  of  the  Government  re- 
ceived an  abfolute  Change  by  the  Condemnation 
and  Exile  of  Coriolanus  j  and  the  People,  who 
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before  were  dependant  upon  the  Patricians^  were 
now  become  their  Judges,  and  had  got  themfelves 
a  Right  to  decide  the  Fate  of  the  Greatefl  in  the 
Commonwealth. 
D.H.I. 7.  And  indeed  the  Sovereign  Authority  was  now 
pafTed  from  the  Senate  into  the  AfTembly  of  the 
People,  or,  to  fpeak  more  truly,  into  the  Hands 
'The  Tri-  Qf  ^j^gjj.  Tribunes,  who,  under  pretence  of  de- 
cureCon-  f<^"<^i"g  the  Concerns  of  private  Perfons,  made 
juls  devo-  themfelves  the  Arbiters  of  the  Government.  The 
ted  to  their  Confuls  alone,  thofe  fupreme  Heads  of  the  Re- 
Intereji.  pu^jic,  were  the  only  Perfons  they  flood  in  awe 
of.  It  was  to  weaken  their  Power  and  Credit, 
that  they  endeavoured  to  keep  that  Dignity  from 
falling  to  any,  but  Patricians  devoted  to  their  In- 
terefts,  or  fo  little  efteemcd  as  to  give  them  no 
Caufe  to  be  apprehenfive  of  any  thing  they  cou'd 
do.  And  to  prepare  the  Multitude  to  give  their 
Votes  conformable  to  their  private  Views,  they 
with  great  Cunning  infinuated  in  all  AlTemblies, 
that  the  beft  Captains  were  not  the  mod  fit  to 
govern  a  Commonwealth.  That  iVIen  of  their 
exalted  Courage,  being  always  ufed  to  an  abfolutc 
Power  in  the  Armies,  brought  home  with  their 
Vi6lories  a  Spirit  of  Pride,  ever  dangerous  in  a 
Free  State.  That  in  the  Fatal  Obligation  the  Peo- 
ple lay  under,  to  chufe  their  Confuls  only  out  of 
the  Body  of  the  Patricians^  it  was  of  great  Impor- 
tance to  them  to  pick  out  Men  of  but  moderate 
Talents,  capable  of  Bufinefs,  but  without  too  great 
an  Elevation  and  Superiority. 

The  People,  who  now  only  afted  according  to 
the  Imprejflion  they  received  from  their  Magiftrates, 
refufed  their  Voices  to  the  greareft  Men  in  the 
Republic,  in  the  Comitia  held  in  the  Confulate  of 
Q^  S  u  L  p  I T I  u  s  and  Sp.  L  a  r  &  1  u  s  for  the  Ele- 
ftion  of  their  Succeflbrs.  The  Senators  and  Pa^ 
tricians  were  formerly  ufed  to  difpofe  as  they  plea- 
fed  of  that  great  Dignity,  becaufe  none  cou'd  be 
z  Elected, 
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Eleded,  but  in  an  Aflembly  by  Centuries,  where- 
in the  Nobility  had  the  Majority  of  Voices.     But 
now  the  People  out-number'd  the  Patricians  by 
the  artful  management  of  the  Tribunes,  who  found 
ways  to  gain  fome  and  intimidate  others.    C.  Ju-  D.H.I. 8, 
Lius  and  P.  Pinarius  Rufus  were  proclaimed  ^^''  "f 
Confuls  ;   They  were  but  indifferent  Soldiers,  had  ^^^^ 
no  Credit  in  the  Senate,  and  wou'd  never  have  at- 
tained that  Dignity  if  they  had  deferved  it. 

We  may  obferve  upon  this  Occadon,  that  the 
Senate  and  the  People,  always  oppoiite  in  their 
Opinions,  both  aded  contrary  to  their  real  Inte- 
refts,  and  feemed  to  aim  at  joyning  two  Things 
incompatible.     All  the  Romans^  as  well  Patricians 
as  Plebeians^  afpired  to  the  Conqueft  of  Italy  j  the 
Command  of  the  Armies  was  referved  to  the  Pa- 
tricians only,  who  were  in  Pofleflion  of  the  Dig- 
nities of  the  State ;   they  had  no  Soldiers  but  the 
Plebeians^  whom  they  wou'd  reduce  to  that  timid 
Submiflion  and  that  fervile  Dependance,  which 
they  cou'd  fcarce  have  expelled  in  mean  Artificers, 
and  a  Populace  bred  up  and  enducated  in  Obfcuri- 
ty.    The  People,  on  the  contrary,  powerful,  nu- 
merous, and   full   of  that  Ruggednefs  growing 
from  a  continual  Exercife  of  Arms,   in  order  to 
lefTen  the  Authority  of  the  Government,  defired 
no  Confuls  and  Generals,  but  what  "Wou'd  be  in- 
dulgent, meek,  complacent  to  the  Multitude,  and 
fuch  as  wou'd  behave  thcmfelves  towards   their 
Soldiers,  rather  wich  the  modefl  Manners  of  E- 
quality,  than  with  that  lofty  and   imperious  Air 
which  the  Command  of  Armies  naturally  gives  a 
General.    In  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  Mifun- 
derftanding  which  was  between  thofe  two  Orders 
of  the  RepubHc,  cither  they  ought  both  of  them 
joyntly  to  have  refolved  to  content   themfelvcs 
peaceably  with  the  narrow  Limits  of  their  little 
State,  without  undertaking  to  make  Conqueftsj 
or  the  Patricians^  if  they  were  defirous  of  fub- 

duing 
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duing  their  Neighbours,  fhou'd  have  allowed  a 
greater  Share  in  the  Government  to  a  warlike 
People,  Citizens  during  Winter,  but  Soldiers  all 
the  Summer}  and  the  People,  on  their  Side,  fhou'd 
have  named  to  the  Command  none  but  the  beft 
Generals  in  the  Republic. 

I  owe  this  Refledlion  to  the  Events  that  fol- 
low j  and  we  lliall  fee  that  it  was  not  long  before 
the  People   repented   their   having   intruded   the 
Government  of  the  State,  and  the  Command  of 
the  Armies,  to  two  Men  equally  incapable  of  thofe 
Funftions. 
Rcfrest  of     CoRioLANus,  Wandering  about  after  his  Depar- 
Coriola-    ture  from  Rome^  did  not  fo  much  look  out  for  an 
»''S-  Afylura  or  Retreat,  as  for  Means  and  Opportuni- 

ties of  avenging  his  Wrongs,  l^hat  exalted  Spi- 
rit, that  Roman  fo  immovable  in  Appearance,  be- 
ing now  wholly  given  over  to  himfelf,  cou'd  not 
reiift  the  fecret  Motions  of  his  Refentment  j  and 
in  the  Defmns  which  he  laid  for  the  Deitru<5tion 
of  his  Enemies,  he  was  not  afhamcd  to  involve 
the  Ruin  of  his  Country  it  felf  He  fpcnt  the  firft 
Days  of  his  Banifhment  at  a  Country  Seat.  His 
Mind,  toft  about  by  violent  Pallions,  formed  fuc- 
ceflively  different  Schemes.  At  length,  after  ha- 
ving caft  his  Eyes  upon  the  feveral  Nations,  that 
were  Neighbours  and  Enemies  to  Rome^  Sab'ins^ 
jEqui^  T'ufcans^  Volfc'i^  and  Hernici^  he  found  none 
that  feemed  more  inveterate  againft  the  Romans^ 
and  at  the  fame  time  more  in  a  Condition  to  enter 
into  a  War,  than  the  Volfc'i^  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Ancient  Latium. 
Who  the  They  were  a  Republic,  or  a  Community  con- 
Volfci  filling  of  feveral  little  Towns  united  by  a  League, 
were.  ^j^(_|  governed  by  an  Afiembly  of  Deputies  from 
each  Canton.  This  Nation  bordering  upon  Rome^ 
and  jealous  of  her  rifing  Greatnefs,  had  always 
oppofed  it  with  remarkable  Courage  j  but  the  War 
had  no:  been  fo  fuccefsful  to  them  as  they  expe<51:ed. 

The 
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The  Romam  had  taken  from  them  feveral  fmall 
Boroughs,  and  part  of  their  Territory}  fo  that  in 
the  lall  War,  the  Volfci^  after  having  been  beaten 
in  feveral  Engagements,  were  at  length  reduced  to 
a  Neceflity  of  iuing  for  a  Truce  for  two  Years,  in 
order  to  get  time  to  repair  their  broken  Strength : 
But  this  did  not  lefTen  the  Animofity  which  burnt 
in  their  Hearts  j  they  fought  all  over  Italy  to  ftir 
up  new  Enemies  againil  the  Romans^  and  upon 
their  Refcntment  it  was  thatCoRioLANUS  built  his 
hopes  of  engaging  them  to  take  up  Arms  again. 
But  he  was  the  moft  unfit  Man  in  the  World  to 
perfuade  them  to  fuch  a  Dciign  j  he  alone  had 
done  them  more  Mifchief  than  all  the  reft  of  the 
Romans-,  more  than  once  he  had  cut  to  Piece? 
their  Troops,  ravaged  their  Country,  taken  and 
plunder'd  their  Towns :  the  Name  of  Coriola- 
Nus  was  as  odious  as  it  was  formidable  throughout 
the  whole  Community  of  the  Volfci. 

Befides,  that  little  Republic  was  then  governed 
by  TuLLUs  Attius,  the  General  of  that  Nation, 
jealous  of  the  Glory  oF  Coriolanus,  whohad  beat: 
him  in  all  the  Occafions  wherever  they  had  fought 
againil  each  other  5  a  Difgrace  which  iVIen  would 
gladly  hide  even  from  themfelves,  but  which  they 
never  forgive.     Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous 
than  to  put  himfclf  into  the  Hands  of  an  Enemy, 
who,  to  efface  the  Shame  of  his  Defeats,  might , .     . 
perfuide  his  Citizens  to  dellroy  him.      AH  thefep]"^  in' 
Reafons  offered  themfelves  to  the  Mind  of  Corio-  Coriol. 
LANUsj  but  immoderate  Thirff  of  Vengeance  pre-  D-H.  init. 
vailed  in  a  Heart  incapable  of  Fear,  and  he  came  \f'  Y'^^* 
to  a  Rcfolution  to  apply  diredly  to  Tullus  him-  c  T'ardl 
felf.  •   •    ^  i-. 

He  departed  from  his  Retreat  in  Difguife ;  and  Allianee 
in  the   Evening  entered  jinthira ,   the  chief  City  ^/^"'■j<'" 
of  the  Community  of  the  Volfci.     He  went  di-  );,"g,-^^^'' 
redly  toTuLLus's  Houfe,  with  his  Face  covered:  rrf/i?/"/;^* 
He  fate  him  down,  without  fpeaking  one  Word,  Volfci. 

by 
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by  the  Domellic  Hearth,  a  Place  facred  in  all  the 
Houfes  of  ancient  Paganifra.  A  Behaviour  fo  ex- 
traordinary, and  a  certain  Air  of  Authority  that 
never  abandons  great  Men,  furprifed  the  Servants} 
they  ran  to  tell  their  Maiicr.  I'ullus  came,  and 
demanded  of  him  who  he  wa?,  and  what  he  re- 
quired of  him. 

CoRioLANus  thendifcoveringhirafelf:  "If  thou 
*'  dofl  not  yet  know  me,  fays  he,  I  am  Caius 
*'  Mar  ejus,  my  Sirname  is  Coriolanus,  the 
*'  only  Reward  left  me  of  all  my  Services.  I  am 
"  baniihed  from  Rome  by  the  Hatred  of  the  Peo- 
**  pie,  and  the  Pulilanimity  of  the  Great :  I  feek 
"  Revenge  J  it  lies  in  thy  Power  to  employ  my 
*'  Sword  agvainft  my  Foes  and  thy  Country's.  If 
*'  thy  Republic  will  not  accept  of  my  Service,  I 
*'  give  my  Life  into  thy  Hands;  put  an  end  to  an 
"  old  Enemy,  that  may  elfe  come  to  do  more  Mif- 
**  chiefs  to  thy  Country. 

TuLLus,  amazed  at  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Soul,  gave 
him  his  Hand :  "Fear  nothing,  Marcius,  fays  he> 
"  thy  Confidence  is  the  Pledge  of  thy  Security. 
"  By  bringing  us  thyfelf,  thou  giveft  us  more 
"  than  ever  thou  tookefl:  from  us.     And  accord- 
*'  ingly  we  fliall  take  care  to  acknowledge  thy 
"  Services  better  than  thy  Fellow-citizens.     So 
*'  great  a  Captain  may  juftly  expert   the  great- 
.    *'  eft  Honours  from  the  Voljc't.     He   then  led 
him   into  his  Apartment,  where  they  privately^ 
conferred    about    the  Means    of   renewing    the 
War. 
TullusV        W^  \iiist  already  faid,  that  there  was  at  this 
Volic^  in    time  a  Truce  between  the  Volfcl  and  the  Romans-, 
getting  the  ^j^g  Bulinefs  was  to  bring  the  former  to  a  Refolu- 
tahe^Anns  '^'^'^  of  breaking  it.     But  this  was  not  without  its 
Difficulties,  becaufe  of  the  late  Lofles  and  Defeats 
which  the  Volfci  had   fuffered  in   the  laft  War. 
"fiiiliis^  in  Concert  with  Coriolanus,  fought  a  Pre- 
tence to  flir  up  their  old  Animoflty.     The  Ro- 
mans. 
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mans  were  preparing  to  reprefent  fome  public 
Sports,  which  were  part  of  the  Reh'gion  of  thofe 
times ;  the  People  about  Rome  flocked  to  them 
from  all  Parts,  and  there  went  particularly  a  greac 
Number  oF  the  Volfci.  They  were  difperfed  in 
divers  Parts  of  the  City ;  nay,  there  were  feveral 
that  not  being  able  to  find  Holls  to  receive  them 
lay  under  Tents  in  the  Publick  Places.  This  greac 
multitude  of  Strangers  gave  Uneaiinefs  to  theCon- 
fulsi  and  to  add  to  it,  Tui.lus  caufed  a  faife  A- 
larm  to  be  given,  that  the  Volfci  were  to  fet  Fire 
to  feveral  parrs  of  Rome.  The  Confuls  made  their 
Report  of  this  to  the  Senate  j  and  as  they  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  Inveteracy  of  that  Na- 
tion, the  Magiilrates  caufed  an  Order  to  be  pub- 
lifhed  throughout  the  City,  enjoyning  all  the  Vol- 
fci  to  depart  from  it  before  Night,  and  even  pre- 
fcribing  the  Gate   thro'  which  they  fliould  pafs.  > 

This  Order  was  executed  IhicLly,  and  all  of  thac 
Nation  were  iniiantly  driven  out  of  Ro-me.  They 
carried  with  them  each  into  his  Canton  the  Shame 
of  this  ill  Ufage,  and  a  ftrong  defire  of  Revenge. 
TuLLUs  met  them  in  the  way  as  by  Chance  j  and 
after  having  heard  the  unworthy  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  fent  out  of  Ro?ne-y  "  Is  it  pofiible 
"  (f^ys  he,  on  purpofe  to  increafe  their  relent- 
''  mcnt,)  they  cou'd  drive  you  from  a  Publick 
"  Feftival,  and  as  it  were  from  an  Aflembly  of 
"  Gods  and  Men,  like  the  Profanefl:  Wretches 
"  and  Outlaws?  Can  you,  after  fuch  vile  Treat- 
"  menr,  try  to  conceal  from  yourfelves  the  irrecon- 
"  cileable  Averfion  which  iht  Rommis  bear  you? 
"  Will  you  wait,  till,  fpite  of  the  Truce  which  has 
"  made  us  lay  down  our  Arms,  they  come  and  fur- 
"  prize  you,  and  lay  wafte  your  Territories  once  a- 
"  gain  ? 

An  AfTembly  of  the  States  was  held  tumultuouily ; 
the  more  violent  fort  were  for  taking  Arms  irame- 
diatelv,  and  for  carrying  Fire  and  Sword  into  the 
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Territory  of  Rome^  in  revenge  for  the  Infult  tl-iey 
had  received.  But  Tullus,  who  directed  this 
Affiiir,  advifed  them,  before  they  broke  out,  to 
fend  for  Coriolanus  into  their  Aflembly :  "The 
"  Captain,  fays  he,  whofe  Valour  we  have  fo  oft- 
"  en  felt,  now  more  an  Enemy  to  the  Romans 
*'  than  the  Volfci^  feems  to  have  been  brought  hi- 
"  ther  by  the  Gods  to  reftore  our  Affairs  j  and  he 
"  will  give  us  no  Counfels,  whereof  he  will  not 
"  fliare  the  Dano;ers  of  the  Execution. 

The  Roman  was  called,  and  introduced  into  the 
Aflembly  :    He  appear'd  with  a  Countenance  fad, 
but  refolute  at  the  fame  time  5   all  prefent  fixed 
their  Eyes  attentively  upon  a  Man  that  had  been 
more  dreadful  to  them,  than  all  the  reil:  of  the  Ro- 
mans put  together  J  and  they  liftned  to  his  Words 
with  that  Refpedt,  which  is  always  paid  to  Merit 
under  Perfecution. 
Coriola-        "  None  of  you  can  be  ignorant",  fays  he  to 
tius'i         "  them,  that  1  am  condemned  to  perpetual  Ba- 
Zpcech  to    cc  nifhment,  through  the  Malice  or  Weaknefs  of 
^^^        '    "  thofe  who  are  the  Authors  or  Accomplices  of 
"  my  Difgrace.     If  I  had  fought  only  a  Place  of 
"  Refuge,  I  might  have  retired  either  among  the 
*'  Latins  our  Allies,   or  to  fome  Roman  Colony. 
*'  But  a  Life  fo  obfcure  had  been  to  me  infup- 
*'  portable,  and  I  always  thought  it  was  better 
"  for  a  Man  to  throw  it  up,   than  to  fee  him- 
"  felf  reduced  to  fuch  a  Condition,  as  to  be  able 
"  neither  to  ferve  his  Friends,   nor  be  revenged 
"  upon   his   Enemies.     This  is   ray  Temper  :   I 
"  wou'd  deferve  by  my  Sword  the  Afylum  I  ask 
*'  of  you  :    Let   us   joyn   our  common   Refent- 
*'  ments.    You  know  full  well  that  thofe  ungrate- 
"  ful  Citizens,  who  have  banifhed  me  {<:^  unjuft- 
"  ly,  are  your  mod  inveterate  Foes  :   Rome^  that 
"     ■"  Haughty  City,  threatens  you  with  her  Chains. 
'^  It  is   your  Intereft  to  weaken  fuch  formidable 
"  Neighbours";   I  find,   with  pleafure,  that  you 
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are  difpofed  to  renew  the  War,  and  I  confeis 
it  'vi  the  only  way  to  ftop  the  Progrefs  of  than 
ambitious  Nation.  But  in  order  to  render  this 
War  fuccefsful,  it  is  necelTary  that  it  fhou'd  be 
juft  in  the  fight  of  the  Gods,  or  at  leaft  appear 
To  before  Men  j  it  is  neceflary  that  the  Mo- 
tive or  Pretence  upon  which  you  fhall  take  up 
Arms,  be  fuch  as  may  engage  your  Neigh- 
bours, and  procure  you  new  AUics.  Feign 
that  it  is  your  Defire  to  convert  the  Truce 
which  is  between  the  two  Nations  into  a  folid 
Peace  :  Let  the  AmbalTadors  that  you  fend  to 
Rome  upon  this  Account,  demand  only  this  one 
Condition,  namely,  a  Reftitution  of  the  Lands 
which  have  been  taken  from  you,  cither  by 
the  chance  of  War,  or  in  compuHive  Treaties. 
You  are  not  to  be  informed  that  the  Territory 
of  Rome^  at  the  Foundation  of  that  City,  was 
at  moft  but  of  five  or  fix  Miles  Extent.  That 
little  Canton  is  infenfibly  become  a  great  Coun- 
try by  the  Conquells,  or  to  fpeak  more  truly, 
by  the  Ufurpations  of  the  Romans.  Volfci^  Sa- 
hines^  Mqui^  Jlbatis^  I'ufcanSy  Latins^  in  a  word, 
there  is  not  a  Nation  in  their  Neighbourhood 
from  which  they  have  not  wrefted  fome  of  her 
Towns,  and  part  of  her  Territory.  Thefe  are 
fo  many  Allies  that  will  join  with  you  in  an 
Affair  which  is  common  to  you  all,  and  con- 
cerns each  of  you  alike. 

"  If  the  Romans^  intimidated  by  the  Terror 
of  your  Arms,  content  to  rellore  to  you  the 
Cities,  the  Towns,  and  the  Lands  which  they 
have  flripp'd  you  of,  then,  after  your  Example, 
the  other  Nations  of  Italy  will  demand  each 
the  Domain  that  they  have  loft:  which  will  at 
one  ftroke  reduce  that  proud  Nation  to  the 
fame  flate  of  Weakncfs  in  which  it  was  in  its 
Origin.  Or  if  ihe  undertakes,  as  I  doubt  noc 
/he  will}  to  hold  thofe  Ufurpations  by  force  of 
M  2.  "  Arms^ 
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"  Arms,  then  in  a  War  fo  equitable  you  will  have 
"  both  Gods  and  Men  your  Friends.  Your  Al- 
"  lies  will  tye  themfelves  more  clofely  to  youj 
*'  there  will  be  formed  a  powerful  League,  capa- 
**  ble  of  deftroying,  or  at  leaft  of  humbling  fo 
"  haughty  a  Republic.  I  will  not  mention  the 
"  little  Capacity  I  have  gained  in  War  :  Soldier 
'^  or  Captain,  in  whatever  Rank  vou  place  me,  I 
''  will  gladly  fieri fice  my  Life  to  revenge  you  of 
"  our  common  Enemies. 

This  Difcourfe  was  heard  with  pleafure,  as  are 
all  thofe  that  engage  and  flatter  our  Paffions.  War 
was  refolv'd  on  j   the  Community  of  the  Volfci 
intrufted  the  Conduct  of  it  to  Tullus  and  Co- 
R10LANUS5  and  to  bind  the  Roman  more  ftriftly 
to  the  Folfcian  Nation,  they  conferred  on  him  the 
Quality  of  Senator.     At  the  fame  time,  accor- 
ding to  his  Advice,   they  difpatched  Ambaff.idors 
to  Rome;  where  they  were  no  fooner  arrived,  but 
they  reprefented  to   the  Senate  that  their  Supe- 
riors, after  the  Example  of  the  Latins^  afpired 
to   the   Honour   of  being   Allies  of   the  Roman 
People  J   but  in  order  to  make  this  Union  ever- 
lailing,    "  We  demand,   faid  thofe  Ambafladors, 
"  that    the  Republic   reftore  to   us  the  Towns 
"  and  Lands  which  we  have  loft  by  the  chance 
*'  of  War.     This  will  be  the  fureft  Pledge  of  a 
*'  folid  and  lafting  Peace  5   otherwife  we  cannot 
''  avoid  taking  PofTeflion  of  them  again  by  force 
*'  of  Arms. 

The  AmbafTadors  being  retired,  the  Senate  did 
not  fpend  much  time  in  deliberation  :    It  was  un- 
known to  Rome  what  it  was  to  yield  to  Menaces  j 
and  it  was  a  Fundamental  Maxim  of  their  Go- 
vernment, not  to  fubmit  to  an  Enemy,  even  tho' 
Vi6lorious  j    i^o  that   the  AmbafTadors  were  foon 
Senate's     called  in  again.     The  firfl  Conful  replied  in  few 
Jnftver  to  sj^jQi-ds^  that  Fear  wou'd  never  make  the  Romans 
//^^Voljci-  g.^^  yp  '^h^i  they  had  conquered  by  their  Va- 
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lour  5  and  that  if  the  Volfci  took  Arms  the  fird:, 
the  Romans  would  lay  them  down  the  laft  5  with 
this  they  were  difmifs'd.     The  Return  oF  theie 
ArabafTadors  was  follow'd  by  a  Declaration  of  War.  War  dc-^ 
TuLLUS  and  Coriolanus,  who  forefaw  the  Se-  ^'^'"^^• 
nate's  Anfwer,   held  their  Troops  in  rcadinefs  to 
enter  upon  A^ion.  \Tullus,  with  a  Body  of  Re- 
ferve,  itaid  in  the  Country  to  defend  the  Entrance 
of  it  againft  the  Enemy,   while  Coriolanus  -MTheCon- 
the  head  of  the  main  Army  threw  himfelf  into  the  I'^ift^^'^^^ 
Territory  of  the  Romans  and  their  Allies,  before  ianus°"°" 
the  Confuls  had  taken  any  meafures  for  relilHng 
him.    According  to  Li-vy^  he  fird  drove  from  Cir- 
ci£um  a  Colony  of  Romans  that  were  citablillied 
there  5  but  Dmiyfius  Halicarnajfcus  fays,  that  the 
Inhabitants,  intimidated  by  the  Approach  of  the 
Enemy,  opened  their  Gates,  and  that  Coriolanus 
only  obliged  them  to  furnifh  him  with  Provifions 
and  Cloaths  for  his  Soldiers.     He  then  took  from 
the  Ro'inans^  Satricum^  Longulum^  PoJiifca.^  and  Co- 
rioli^  which  they  had  won  but  a  little  before  from 
the  Volfci  J  he  alfo  made  himfelf  Mailer  of  Corbio^ 
Vitdlium^  Irebia^  Labicum^  and  Pedum  j  Bola^  for 
making  Refiflance,   was  carried  Sword  in  hand, 
and  the  Inhabitants  given  up  to  the  Fury  of  an 
Enemy  vi6lorious  and  enraged.      Coriolanus's 
Soldiers,  difperfing  about  the  Country,  carried  Fire 
and  Sword  in  all  Parts.    But  in  this  general  Plun- 
der and  Burning,  they  had  private  Orders  to  fpare 
the  Houfes  and  States  of  the  Patricians.     Corio- 
lanus  affe61'ed  fo  remarkable  a  diflinftion,  either 
out  of  his  former  Love  for  thofe  of  his  own  Or- 
der;  or,  which  is  more  probable,   to  render  the 
Senate  fufpicious  to  the  People,   and  to  increafe 
the  DifTentions  which  v/ere  between  them. 

This  Condu6l  had  all  the  Effect  which  he  ex-  Difmay 
pefted  from  it.     The  People  failed  not  to  accufe  ^nd  Con- 
the  Senate  publickly  of  having  an  Underftanding  A'^'^^^-'f 
withCoRioLANus,  and  of  getting  him  on  purpofe  ^^"^J-^j^,  ^ 
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to  come  at  the  Head  of  an  Army,  on  purpofe  to 
abrlifh  the  Tribunitian  Power.  The  Patricians 
on  their  fide  upbraided  the  People,  that  they  had 
drove  fo  great  a  Captain  to  throw  himfelf  in  de- 
fpair  into  the  Party  of  the  Enemy.  Sufpicion, 
Diftrull,  Hatred,  reigned  in  both  Parties  j  and  in 
this  Dilorder  they  thought  lefs  of  repulfing  the 
Volfci^  than  of  decrying  and  ruining  the  Domeftic 
Foe.  The  two  Confuls,  hid  behind  the  Walls  of 
:  Rome^  made  Levies  but  (lowly.     Spurius  Nau- 

Tius,  and  Sextus  Flirius,  who  fucceeded  them, 
,did  not  fliew  more  Courage  and  Refolution.     It 
was  vifible  they  were  afraid  to  venture  themfelves 
againft  fo  great   a  General.     The   People  them- 
felves, and  their  Tribunes,  who  were  fo  fierce  in 
the  public  Forum^  were  in  no  hafle  to  give  their 
Names  to  be  inroUed  5  none  cared  for  ftirring  out 
of  RomCj  whether  they  had  no  great  Opinion  of 
the  Capacity  of  their  Leaders,   or  becaufe   they 
found  themfelves  defcrted  by  their  Allies  who  had 
changed  fides  with  Fortune. 
^ome  in-       CoRiOLANus,  finding  no  Army  in  the  Field  to 
^ejled.       oppofe  hisDefigns,  advances  flill  on,  takes  if^-z^/^i- 
um^  and  at  length  comes  and  encamps  at  the  Clu- 
Hi  an  Trenches  five  Miles  dillance  from  Rome. 

Upon  the  Fame  of  this  great  run  of  Succefs, 
mofl  of  the  ToJfci  flock  to  Coriolanus's  Army. 
The  very  Soldiers  of  Tullus  himfelf,  drawn  by 
the  hopes  of  the  Sack  and  Plunder  of  Rome^  leave 
their  General,  and  declare  they  acknowledge  no 
other  but  the  Roman:  This  was  in  a  manner  afrefh 
Viftory  which  Coriolanus  gained  overTuLLUS, 
and  which  left  a  fliarp  Refentment  in  that  Folfci- 
d'o's  Breaft.  The  Eyes  of  all  Italy  were  turned  up- 
on the  Romans  and  the  Volfci^  who  only  by  the 
Change  of  their  Generals  had  felt  fo  great  a  one 
in  their  Fortune :  So  true  it  is,  that  the  Strength 
of  a  State  confills  not  fo  much  in  the  Number 
and  Bravery  of  its  Troops,  as  in  the  Experience 

of 
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of  him  who  commands  them.  The  Conftcrnation 
was  general  at  Rome.  The  People,  who  from  the 
top  of  the  Walls  behold  the  Enemies  fpread  all 
over  the  Country,  with  loud  Cries  demand  Peace. 
They  fiy  openly  in  the  Forum ^  that  they  fhou'd 
annul  the  Sentence  of  Condemnation  which  had 
paft  upon  CoRioLANus,  and  recall  him  from  his 
Exile  :  In  a  word,  that  very  People  which  had 
but  lately  banillied  him  with  fo  much  Fury,  now 
call  for  his  Return  with  equal  Violence. 

Moil  of  the  Patricians  oppofed  it,  either  to  re- 
move the  Sufpicion  of  their  having  kept  up  the 
lead  Intelligence  with  him,  or  only  out  of  than 
Spirit  of  Generofity  fo  common  among  the  Ro- 
mans^  which  made  them  never  more  averie  to  Peace 
than  upon  ill  Succefs.  There  then  ifllied  from  the 
Senate  that  refolute  and  haughty  Anfwer,  but 
which  they  maintained  but  indifferently  afterwards. 
That  the  Romans  wou'd  never  grant  any  thing  to 
a  Rebel,  fo  long  as  he  remained  in  Arms. 

CoRioLANus,  acquainted  and  enraged  with  this 
Reply,  breaks  up  his  Camp,  marches  dire6t:ly  to 
Rome^  and  invefts  the  Place  as  if  he  meant  to  be- 
liege  it.  A  Defign  fo  daring  throws  both  the  Pa- 
tricians  and  the  People  into  an  equal  Confterna- 
tiouj  all  their  Hearts  and  Refolutions  fail  them; 
Hatred  gives  way  to  Fear.  The  Senate  and  Peo- 
ple now  jointly  concur  to  fue  for  Peace  :  They 
fend  Deputies  to  Coriolanus,  nay  and  chufe  out  M.  Miim- 
for  this  Negotiation  five  Men  of  Confular  Di^r-  <^i"s  Poil- 
nity,  and  fuch  of  the  Senate  as  had  mofl  firmly  tr'""^'^" 

ji         J        1  •     I  n  •'  Minms, 

adhered  to  his  Intereiis.  <5     L^^ 

The  Folfci  made  thefe  Deputies  pafs  thro'  two  gms,  P. 
Ranks  of  Soldiers  (landing  to  their  Arm.s,  and  Co-  ^^"srius, 
RioLANusfurrounded  by  his  chief  Officers  received  S-^^"^P^- 
them  feated  in  his  Tribunal,  with  the  State  of  an  Deputies 
Enemy  that  was  refolved  to  prefcribe  the  Law.  fentfrom 
The  Romans  exhorted  him  in  modeft  and  y^-^- ''^^  ^^•^'jfc 
thetick  Terms  to  give  Peace  to  the  tv/o  Nations » f^  ^°"''' 
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and  conjured   him   not  to   pufh   the  Advantages 
which  his  Arms  had  given  the  Folfci^  fo  far  as  to 
forget  the  Welfare  of  his  Countr3\     But  they  re- 
ceived only  this  fevere  Anfwer  j    That  they  might 
C  riola-     <^^'^^^''^"'  ^  Treaty,  if  they  reftored  to  the  Volfci  the 
nusV         Country  which  they  had  taken  from  them  5  if  they 
Anjzuer.     gave  that  Nation  the  fame  Right  of  Citizens  which 
they  had  granted  to  the  Latins <i  and  if  they  re- 
called the  Roman  Colonies  from  the  Towns  which 
they  had  got  pofTeffion  of  unjuftly.     Coriol-anus 
having  ufed  this  haughty  Strain  as  to  what  related 
to  the  Concerns  of  the  Public,  came  to  a  more 
gentle  Behaviour  towards  the  Deputies.     He  of- 
fered them  in  particular  to  do  them  all  the  kind 
Oflfices  that  they  cou'd  jurtly  expe6fc  from  an  old 
Friend.     But  the  only  Favour  thofe  generous  B.O" 
mans  asked  of  him,  was,   That  he  wou'd  with- 
draw  his  Troops   from   the  Territory  of  Rome^ 
"while  the  Senate  and  People  came  to  a  final  De- 
termination either  for  Peace  or  War.     Coriola- 
Kus,  for  their  fikes,  granted  thirty  days  Truce,  to 
be  obferved  only  with  refped"  to  the  proper  Terri- 
iitr  tory  of  Rome :    He  then  difmifTed  the  Deputies, 

?  who  promifed  that  the  Senate  fhou'd  return  him  a 

decifive  Anfwer  in  the  thirty  Days.  He  fpent  that 
time  in  taking  other  Latin  Towns,  and  after  that 
Expedition,  appeared  once  more  at  the  Gates  of 
Rome  with  his  whole  Army. 

Other  Deputies  were  immediately  fent  to  him, 
who  conjured  him  to  exaft  nothing  but  what 
might  be  agreeable  to  the  Dignity  of  the  Roman 
Name;  but  Ccriolanus,  naturally  ftern  and  in- 
flexible, without  any  apparent  Anger,  but  alfo 
without  Pity,  coldly  replied,  that  the  Romans  had 
no  other  choice  bur  Reilitution  or  War-,  that  he 
allowed  them  only  three  Days  more  to  come  to  a 
Rcfolution,  and  that  after  the  Expiration  of  this 
further  Term,  they  fhou'd  not  be  permitted  to 
'      come  to  his  Camp  again. 

The 
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The  Return  of  thefe  Envoys  augmented  the  ^^^^ 
Public  Confternation.  Every  Body  runs  to  Armsj  befuged. 
fome  poft  themielves  upon  the  Ramparts >  others 
Hand  CO  the  Guard  of  the  Gates,  for  fear  of  being 
betrayed  by  the  private  Adherents  or  Coriolanus  j 
while  fome  fortify  themfelves  in  their  very  Houfes, 
as  if  the  Enemy  had  already  been  Mafter  of  the 
City.  \\\  this  Confufion  there  was  neither  Difci- 
pline  nor  Command.  The  Confuls,  wholly  pof- 
fefled  by  their  Fear,  feemed  to  have  renounced  the 
Duties  of  their  Office :  The  Tribunes  were  not  now 
fo  much  as  heard  of.  In  this  univerfal  Terror  the 
common  People  feemed  as  it  were  to  receive  Or- 
ders only  from  their  Apprehenfions:  They  were 
no  longer  the  fame  haughty  and  intrepid  Romans 
that  they  ufed  to  be  j  the  Courage  of  the  Nation 
feemed  to  be  gone  over  with  Coriolanus  into  the 
Camp  of  x\\t  Folfci.  The  Senate  aflembles  5  Ex- 
pedient upon  Expedient  is  propofed  j  no  Design  is 
formed  becoming  xhc  Ro??2an  Honour:  all  deter- 
mines in  fending  nevv^  Deputies  to  the  Enemy,  and 
to  work  upon  him  the  more,  they  refolve  to  em- 
ploy the  Minifters  of  their  Religion. 

The  Priefts,  the  Sacrificers,  the  Augurs,  tiudThePriejh 
the  Guardians  of  the  ficred  Things,  vefled  in  their  <^^/^^t-i  to 
ceremonial  Habits,  march  forth  o^  Rome  in  a  kind-^.^f''  ^°' 
of  Proceilion.  They  enter  the  Enemy's  Camp 
with  a  Countenance  grave  and  modeft,  and  fucli 
as  was  likely  to  ftrike  an  Awe  upon  the  Multitude. 
He  that  was  to  fpeak  for  all,  befeeches  Coriola- 
nus by  the  Refpc6f  he  owed  to  the  Gods,  and  by 
all  that  was  mod  facred  in  Religion,  to  grant 
Peace  to  his  Country  j  but  they  found  him  equally 
hard  and  inexorable.  He  told  them  that  what 
they  asked  lay  wholly  in  the  Power  of  the  Ro- 
mam ^  who  might  have  Peace,  whenever  they 
thought  fit  to  reflore  the  Countries  which  they 
ufurped  from  their  Neighbours.  He  added,  he 
was  not  ignorant  that  the  flrll  Kings  01  Rome ^  to 

fln^ 
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Hir  up  the  Ambition  of  the  Romans^  and  juftify 
their  Robberies,  had  been  io  poHtic  as  to  ipread 
abroad,  that  the  Gods  decreed  the  Empire  of  the 
World  to  the  City  of  Rome.  That  the  Senate 
had  taken  great  Pains  to  keep  up  an  Opinion  which 
Religion  had  made  reverend  j  and  that  the  People, 
prejudiced  and  infatuated  with  thofe  Vifions,  look- 
ed upon  all  Wars  to  be  juft  and  holy,  which  tend- 
ed to  the  Advancement  of  their  Country's  Great- 
nefs.  But  that  the  Neighbours  of  Rome  did  not 
think  themfelves  bound  to  fubmit  themfelves  to 
their  Yoke,  upon  the  Credit  of  Revelations  fo  fuf- 
picious  and  felt-defignjng.  That  the  prefent  State 
of  Affairs  fufficiently  proved  their  Falfity  j  that  he 
mull  frankly  tell  them  he  was  fure  of  carrying  the 
Town  very  fhortly.  That  the  Romans^  to  avoid 
refloring  Lands  unjuftly  acquired,  ran  the  hazard 
of  lofing  their  rightful  Dominion  j  and  that  for 
his  part,  he  proteited  before  the  Gods  that  he  was 
innocent  of  all  the  Blood  that  was  likely  to  be  fhed 
thro'  their  Obftinacy  in  detaining  the  Fruit  of  their 
Ufurpations,  Having  then  /hewn  fome  outward 
Tokens  of  Refpe^t  and  Veneration  which  bethought 
due  to  the  Sanftity  of  their  Charafter,  he  lent 
them  back  without  abating  any  thing  in  the  lead 
of  his  former  Demands. 

When  the  People  faw  them  return  to  Rome 
without  having  been  able  to  obtain  any  Conceflion, 
they  look'd  upon  the  Republic  to  be  juil  upon  the 
Brink  of  De(lru6lion.  The  Temples  were  crowd- 
ed with  old  Men,  Women  and  Children,  who  all 
with  Tears  in  their  Eyes,  and  proftrate  before  the 
Altars,  implored  of  the  Gods  the  Prefervation  of 
their  Country. 
ValemV  Such  was  the  melancholy  flice  of  Things  in  the 
Refolution.  City,  when  a  Roman  Lady  named  Valeria^  Sifter 
of  Valerius  Ruhlicola^  moved  by  a  kind  of  divine 
Infpiration,  came  out  of  the  Capitol,  accompa- 
nied by  a  great  Number  of  Women  of  her  own 

Condition, 
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Condition,  to  whom  flie  had  communicated  her 
Deiign,  and  went  llrait  to  the  Houfe  of  Veturia 
the  Mother  of  CoRioLANus.  They  found  her  with 
Volumnia^  the  Wife  o^  ih-xi  Roman ^  deploring  their 
own  Misfortunes  and  thofe  o^  Rome. 

Valeria  accofted  them  with  a  look  of  Sorrow 
fuitable  to  the  prefcnt  Condition  of  the  Republic: 
"  We  are  Roman  Ladies,  fays  Oie  to  them,  that 
"  have  recourfe  to  Roman  Ladies  for  the  Safety  of 
"  our  common  Country.  O  illuftrious  Women, 
"  do  not  fuffer  R^ome  to  become  a  Prey  to  the 
"  Volfci^  and  our  Enemies  to  triumph  over  our 
"  Liberty.  Go  along  with-  us  even  to  the  Camp 
"  of  CoRioLANUs,  to  beg  of  him  Peace  for  his 
*•'  Fellow-citizens :  All  our  hope  is  in  the  remark- 
"  able  Veneration,  and  the  tender  Love  he  always 
"  had  for  fo  good  a  Mother,  and  fo  virtuous  a 
"  Wife.  Implore,  conjure,  demand.  So  good 
"  a  Man  can  never  withftand  your  Tears.  We 
"  will  all  follow  you  with  our  Children:  We  will 
"  throw  ourfelves  at  his  Feet,  and  who  knows 
"  but  the  Gods,  moved  by  our  honeft  Sorrow, 
"  may  preferve  a  City  whofe  Defence  feems  whol- 
"  ly  abandon'd  by  Men  ? 

The  Tears  which  Valeria  (hed  in  abundance  in-  VetumV 
terrupted  this  afFedionate  Difcourfe,   which  Vc- -^"fivef  to 
turia  anfwered  with  equal  Sadnefs :  "  You  apply,  V^'^"^- 
"  Valeria^  to  a  very  weak  Expedient,  when  you 
"  addrefs  ycurfelves  to  two  Women  buried  be- 
*'  neath  a  Load  of  AfHi6lion.     Since  that  unfortii- 
*'  nate  Day  when  the  People,  in  their  Fury,  fo  un- 
"  juftlybanidiedCoRioLANUs,  we  have  never  fcen 
"  any  thing  of  that  filial  Refpeft,  and  that  ten- 
"  der  Affeftion   which    he  till   then  had  always 
"  fhewn  for  his  Mother,  and  for  a  Wife  ever  dear 
"  to  him.     When  he  returned  from  the  AiTcmbly 
''  where  he  had  been  condemned,  he  look'd  up- 
"  on  us  with  a  fierce  Air,  and  after  having  con- 
"  tinned  for  fome  time  in  a  gloomy  Silence,  'Tis 

"  done. 
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"  done,  fays  he  to  us,  Coriolanus  is  condemn- 
''  ed;  our  ungrateful  Citizens  have  banifhed  mc 
"  for  ever  from  the  Bofom  of  my  Country.  Sup- 
*'  port  this  Blow  of  Fortune  with  a  Courage  wor- 
"  thy  of  two  Roman  Women.  I  recommend  my 
"  Children  to  your  care  >  Farewel  3  I  now  depart, 
"  and  leave  without  regret  a  City  where  all  Men 
^'  of  Virtue  are  hated  and  perfecuted :  With  thefe 
words  he  broke  away.  We  began  to  follow  him  j 
I  held  his  eldeft  Son  by  the  Hand,  and  Volumnfa^ 
all  drowned  in  Tears,  carried  the  youngefl  in 
her  Arms.  Then  turning  to  usj  "  Come  no 
"  further,  fays  he,  and  give  over  your  vain  Com- 
'^  plaints.  You  have  now  no  Son,  my  Mother  5 
'^  and  thou,  Volumnia^  the  beft  of  Women,  thy 
"  Husband  is  for  ever  loft  to  thee.  May  the 
"  Gods  grant  that  thou  mayeft  quickly  find  ano- 
^'  ther,  worthy  of  thy  Virtue,  and  more  fortu- 
"  nate  than  Coriolanus!  His  Wife,  at  thefe 
"  cruel  and  inhuman  Words,  fwoons  away  with 
"  Grief,  and  while  I  run  to  her  Affiftance,  he 
"  leaves  us  abruptly  with  the  Hard-heartednefs  of 
"  a  Barbarian,  without  fo  much  as  receiving  our 
*'  laft  Embraces,  and  without  giving  us,  in  fo  in- 
"  tolerable  an  AfHi6bion,  the  flighteft  Proof  of 
*'  CompafTion  for  our  Mifery.  He  departs  from 
''  Rome^  alone,  without  Servants,  without  Mo- 
'^  ney,  and  without  even  telling  us  to  what  part 
'*^  of  the  World  he  wou'd  dire£t  his  Steps.  Ever 
"  fince  he  left  us  he  has  never  in  the  leaft  enqui- 
"  red  after  his  Family,  nor  given  us  any  account 
"  of  his  Welfare  3  fo  that  it  feems  as  if  in  the  ge- 
"  neral  Hatred  which  he  ihews  to  his  Country, 
"  his  Mother  and  his  Wife  were  his  greateft  Ene- 
"  raies. 

"  What  Succefs  then  can  you  expert  from  our 
"  Intreaties  to  a  Man  fo  implacable?  Can  two 
"  Women  bend  that  ftubborn  Heart,  which  the 
"  Minifters  of   Religion    themfelves  could    not 

"  foften? 
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"  foften?  And  indeed  what  {hall  I  fay  to  him? 
''  What  can  I  realbnably  defire  of  him?  That  he 
"  wou'd  pardon  ungrateful  Citizens,  who  have 
'*  treated  him  like  a  Man  blackened  with  the 
"  foulell  Crimes?  That  he  would  take  Compaffi- 
"  on  upon  a  violent  Populace  which  had  none  for 
"  his  Innocence?  And  that  he  wou'd  betray  a  Na- 
"  tion,  which  has  not  only  opened  him  an  Afy- 
*'  lum^  but  has  even  preferred  him  to  her  moft 
*'  illuftrious  Citizens  in  the  Command  of  her  Ar- 
"  mies?  With  v^^hat  Brow  can  I  prefume  to  ask 
"  him  to  abandon  fuch  generous  Protestors,  in 
*'  order  to  deliver  himfelf  attain  into  the  Hands  of 
"  his  mod  bitter  Enemies?  Can  a  i?(?;%^;^ Mother, 
"  and  a  Roman  Wife,  with  Decency  exa6t  from 
"  a  Son  and  a  Husband  things  which  mud  difho- 
"  nour  him  before  both  Gods  and  Men?  Mourn- 
"  ful  Circumftance,  in  which  we  have  not  Power 
"  to  hate  the  moft  formidable  Enemy  of  our 
'*  Country  !  Give  us  up  therefore  to  our  unhappy 
"  Deftinyj  l("ave  us  buried  in  our  juft  Afflidions. 

Valeria  and  the  other  Ladies  that  accompanied  en    c     . 
her,  made  no  Anlwe-r  but  with  then*  Tears,   bomey^;^^'^  a 
embrace  her  Knees  5   others  befeech  FGhmnia  to  D: put  at  kn 
join  her  Prayers  to  theirs ;  all  conjure  Veturia  not  ofL^dus 
to  refufe  her  Country  this  laft  Affidance.     The  i^^^T'°^ 
Motherof  CoRioLANus,  overcome  by  Intreaties  fo 
urgent,  promifes  to  take  this  new  Deputation  up- 
on her,  if  the  Senate  agrees  to  it.     Valeria  gave 
advice  of  it  to  the  Conhils,  who  made  the  Propo- 
fal  or  it  in  full  Senate.     The  Affair  was  long  de- 
bated: Some  oppoied  it,  fearing  left  Coriolanus 
fhou'd  detain  all  thofe  Ladies,  who  were  of  the 
chief  Families  in  RomCj  and  by  that  means  forc2 
them   to   open  their  Gates  without  fo  much    as 
drawing  his  Sword.     Some  were  even  for  fecuring 
his  Mother,  his  Wife  and  his  Children,  as  fo  ma- 
ny  Hoftages  that   might   bring   him  to  a  better 
Temper:  But  the  Majority  approved  this  Deputa- 

s  tion. 
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tion,  faying,  thac  the  Gods,  who  had  infpircd  Fa- 
leria  with  this  pious  Deiign,  wou'd  giveitSuccefsj 
and  that  no  Treachery  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  Man  of  the  Character  of  Coriolanus,  fierce 
indeed,  fevere  and  inflexible,  but  not  capable  of 
violating  the  Law  of  Nations. 

This  Advice  carried  it,  and  next  Day  all  the 
mod  illuftrious  of  the  Roman  Ladies  repaired  to 
Feturia's  Houfe.  There  they  prefently  mounted 
a  number  of  Chariots  which  the  Confuls  had  or- 
dered to  be  made  ready  for  them,  and  without  any 
Guard  took  the  way  to  the  Enemy's  Camp. 

Coriolanus  perceiving  from  afar  that  long  train 
of  Coaches  and  Chariots,  fent  out  Perfons  to  fee 
what  it  fhou'd  mean:  Word  was  quickly  brought 
him  that  it  was  his  Mother,  his  Wife,  and  a  great 
number  of  other  Women  coming  to  che  Camp. 
He  was  at  firft  furprized  that  Roman  Ladies,  bred 
up  in  that  auftere  Retirement  which  was  fuch  an 
Honour  to  them,  fhou'd  prevail  upon  themfelves 
ro  come  unguarded  into  an  Army  of  Foes,  among 
Soldiers,  who  are  commonly  licentious  and  unruly. 
He  judged  what  Views  the  Romans  had  in  fo  un- 
heard-of a  Depuration  :  He  conceived  that  this 
was  the  laft  Expedient  the  Senate  cou'd  think  of 
to  work  upon  him.  He  determined  to  receive 
them  with  the  fame  Refpe6l  that  he  had  paid  to 
the  Minifters  of  Religion  j  that  is,  to  give  thofe 
venerable  Women  all  the  Obfervance  which  was 
due  to  them,  but  in  the  main  to  grant  them  none 
of  their  Requefts.  But  he  reckoned  upon  a  fa- 
vage  Refolutenefs  which  was  not  in  his  Nature  j 
and  he  no  fooner  beheld  his  Mother  and  Wife  at 
the  Head  of  this  Troop  of  Roman  Ladies,  but 
Uruck  and  moved  with  the  fight  of  Perfons  fo 
dear  to  him,  he  ran  haliily  to  embrace  them.  Ac 
firll  they  exprefled  their  Joy  upon  feeing  each  o- 
ther  again  only  by  their  Tears  j  but  after  they 
had  given  feme  time  to  thefe  firll  workings  of 
4  Naturcj 
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Nature,  Vetmia  beginning  to  enter  upon  the  Sub- 
je£t  for  which  ihe  came:    Coriolanus,  that  he 
might  not  make  himfelf  fufpicioiis  to  the  Folfciy 
called  the  principal  Officers  of  his  Army  to  beWit- 
nefles  of  what  pafTed  in  this  Interview.  They  were 
no  fooner  come,  but  Veturia^  to  engage  her  Son 
to  have  the  more  regard  to  the  Requcil  fhe  came 
Eo  make,  told  him,  That  all  thofe  Roman  Ladies, 
whom  he  knew,  and  who  were  of  the  beil  Fa- 
milies in  Rome^  had  omitted  nothing,  during  his 
Abfence,  that  might  give  Comfort  to  her  and  Vo- 
lumnia  his  Wife.     That  touched  with  the  Cala- 
mities  of  the  War,  and  apprehending   the  fatal 
Confequenccs  of  the  Siege  of  Rorac^   they  were 
come  to  beg  Peace  at  his  Hands  once  more:  She 
conjured  him  in  the  Name  of  the  Gods  to  grant  it 
to  his  Country,  and  to  turn  the  Power  of  his  Arras 
on  other  Foes. 

CoRioLANUs  replyed,  that  he  fliou'd  offend 
thofe  very  Gods,  whom  he  had  called  to  be  Wit- 
nefles  of  the  Faith  he  had  given  the  Folfciy  if  he 
granted  her  fo  unjuft  a  Demand.  That  he  cou'd 
not  think  pf  betraying  the  Interefl.s  of  thofe  who 
had  not  only  given  him  an  honourable  Rank  in 
their  Senate,  but  had  alfo  truiled  him  with  the 
Command  of  their  Army.  That  he  had  found  at 
Antiiim  more  Honours  and  Wealth  than  he  had 
loft  at  Rome  by  the  Ingratitude  of  his  Fellows-Citi- 
zens j  and  that  nothing  wou'd  be  wanting  to  his 
Happinefs,  if  Ihe  wou'd  plcafe  to  be  Partner  in  his 
Fortune,  and  come  and  enjoy  among  the  Volfci 
the  Honours  which  they  wou'd  pay  to  the  Mo- 
ther of  their  General. 

The  F'olfcian  Officers,  that  were  prefent  at  this 
Conference,  (hewed  by  their  Applaufes  how  much 
they  were  pleafed  with  this  Anfwer;  but  Fctur'm^ 
without  entering  into  a  comparifon  between  Rane 
and  Ant'ium^  which  wou'd  probably  have  offi^nd- 
cd  them,  contented  her  felf  with  telling  her  Son, 
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fhe  wou'd  never  exact  any  thing  of  him  that  might 
be  a  Blemifh  upon  his  Honour  j  but  that  without 
being  any  ways  deficient  in  what  he  o'wed  to  the 
Volfci^  he  might  mediate  a  Peace,  that  ihou'd  be 
,,  ^    .  ,     equally  advantaeeous  to   both  Nations.     "  And 

Veturiaj     /}        ^  ="0  j  4    j  ru  -r        1        it-    • 

Speech  to  Can  you,  my  bon,  added  ine,  railing  her  Voice, 
Coriola-  "  refute  a  Propofal  fo  equitable,  unlefs  you  pre- 
jius.  tc  fer  a  cruel  and  obftinate  Revenge  to  your  Mo- 

"  ther's  Tears  and  Intreaties  ?  Confider  that  your 
"  Reply  is  to  decide  the  Fate  of  my  Glory,  nay 
"  and  of  my  Life  too.  If  I  carry  back  with  me 
"  to  Rome  the  hopes  of  an  approaching  Peace; 
"  if  I  return  thither  with  the  Afllirances  of  your 
"  Reconciliation ;  with  what  Tranfports  of  Joy 
*'  fhall  I  be  received  by  our  Fellow  -  Citizens  ? 
*'  Thofe  few  Days  which  the  Gods  ordain  me  yet 
*'  to  pafs  on  Earth,  {hall  be  furroui^d^d  with  Glo- 
«'  ry  and  with  Honours.  Nay,  my  Happinefs 
"  fhall  not  end  with  this  mortal  Lifcj  and  if  it  be 
<'  true,  that  there  are  different  Places  for  our  Souls 
"  after  Death,  I  Ihall  not  need  to  have  the  leafc 
«'  fear  of  thofe  obfcure  and  Moomv  GaVerns  where 

O  J 

«'  the  Wicked  are  confined  ;  The  Elyfian  Fields, 
"  that  delicious  Abode  fet  apart  for  the  Virtuous, 
"  will  not  even  fafiice  for  my  Reward.  After 
«'  having  faved  Rome^  the  City  fo  dear  to  Jupiter^ 
"  I  may  prefume  to  hope  for  a  place  in  that  pure 
*'  and  iliblime  Region  of  the  Air,  which  is  fup- 
««  pofed  to  be  inhabited  by  the  Children  of  the 
«'  Gods.  But  I  give  myfelf  up  too  much  to  thefe 
"  pleafing  Views.  What  will  become  of  me,  if 
«<  thouperfiftell  in  that  implacable  Hatred,  whofe 
"  fatal  Effects  we  have  already  felt  too  much,''  Our 
<'  Colonies  expelled  by  thy  Arms,  from  moll  of 
"  the  Cities  which  acknowledged  the  Empire  of 
"  Rome;  thy  unbridled  Soldiers  fpread  thro'  the 
*'  Land,  and  carrying  Fire  and  Sword  along  with 
<«  them  where-ever  they  go,  ought  they  not  to 
*<  have  affwaged  thy  Thirll  of  Vengeance.'^  And 
I  "  haft 
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"  haft  thou  had  the  Heart  to  lay  wafte  the  Coun- 
"  try  which  gave  thee  Birth,  and  nourifh'd  thee 
"  fo  long  ?  The  moment  thou  favveft  the  Towers 
"  of  Rome  from  afar,  did  it  not  come  into  thy 
"  Mind,  that  thy  Gods^  thy  Houfe,  thy  Mother, 
**  thy  Wife,  and  thy  Children  were  inclos'd  with- 
"  in  her  Walls?  Doft  thou  believe,  that  covered 
"  with  the  Shame  of  a  contemptuous  Denial,  I 
"  can  patiently  wait  till  thy  Arms  have  pronounced 
*'  our  Doom  ?  A  Roman  Woman  knows  how  to 
"  die,  vvhen  her  Honour  calls  upon  her  fo  to  do ; 
"  and  if  I  cannot  move  thee,  know  I  have  refolved 
"  to  give  myfelf  Death  in  thy  Pretence.  Thou 
"  fhalt  not  march  to  Rome  without  treading  over 
"  the  Body  of  her  to  whom  thou  owcft  thy  Be- 
"  ing  J  and  if  a  fight  of  fo  much  Horror  has  not 
"  Power  to  ftop  thy  Fury,  remember  at  leaft,  that 
"  by  means  of  thy  endeavouring  to  bring'  Rome 
''  into  Chains,  thy  Wife  and  Children  cannot  a- 
"  void  a  fpeedy  Death,  or  a  tedious  Servitude. 

CoRiOLANUs,  tofl:  with  the  violence  of  con- 
tending Pafiions,  ftood  unable  to  make  Reply  : 
Hatred  anddefire  of  Revenge  balanced  in  his  Heart 
the  Imprefiion  which  fo  moving  aDifcourfe  made, 
in  fpite  of  all  his  Reiblution,  Feturla^  feeing  he 
was  fhaken,  but  being  afraid  his  Rage  might  pre- 
vail above  his  Pity:  '*■  Why  doft  thou  not  anlvver 
"  me,  my  Son,  fiid  flie  ?  wilt  thou  not  knov^  thy 
"  Mother  ?  Haft  thou  forgot  the  Care  I  took 
"  of  thy  Infancy  "?  And  canft  Thou,  who  makeft 
"  War  only  to  revenge  thy  felf  of  the  Ingrati- 
"  tude  of  thy  Fellow- citizens,  deny  me  the  firft 
"  Favour  I  ever  asked  thee,  without  blackening 
''  thy  felf  with  the  very  fame  Crime  ?  If  I  required 
"  thee  to  betray  the  Volfci^  who  have  given  thee 
"  fo  generous  a  Reception,  thou  would'ft  have 
"  juft  Caufe  to  rejed  fuch  a  Propofil.  But  Ve- 
"  turia  is  uncapable  of  putting  her  Son  upon  any 
"  thing  Bafe  ;   Thy  Glory  is  more  dear  to  me, 

N  "  even 
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"  even  than  my  own  Life.     I  only  defire  thee  to 
"  withdraw  thy  Troops  from  the  Walls  o^ Rome: 
"  Allow  us  a  Truce  for  a  Year,  that  in  this  In- 
^'  terval  Meafures  may  be  taken  to  procure  a  fo- 
*'  lid  Peace.     Grant  this,  my  Son,  I  conjure  thee 
*'  by  Jupiter^    all-Good   and   all- Powerful,   who 
"  prefides  at  the  Capitol  5  by  the  Manes  of  thy 
*'  Father  and  of  thy  Anceftors.     If  my  Prayers 
"  and  Tears  are  not  able  to  move  thee,   behold 
*'  thy  Mother  at  thy  Feet,  imploring  of  thee  the 
*'  Prefervation  of  her  Country :  "   And  with  thefc 
Words,  melting  in  Tears,  fhe  embraces  his  Knees; 
his  Wife  and  Children  do  the  fame,  and  all  the 
Roman  Ladies  that  were  with  her  beg  for  Mercy 
by  their  Cries  and  Tears. 
Jnfiverof      CoRioLANus  tranfportcd,  and  as  it  were  befides 
Corjola-    himfelf  to  fee  Veturia  at  his  Feet,  cries  out :  "  Ah ! 
^uJhel"  "  my  Mother,  what  is  it  you  do?"  And  tenderly 
prefling  her  Hand  in  lifting  her  up :  "  Rome  is  fa- 
''  ved,  fays  he  to  her,  but  your  Son  is  loft  5"  well 
forefeeing  that  the  Volfci  wou'd  never  forgive  him 
the  Regard  he  was  going  to  pay  to  her  Intreaties. 
He  then  took  her  in  private  with  his  Wife,  and 
agreed  with  them,  that  he  wou'd  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  Confent  of  the  Principal  Officers  in  his 
Army,  for  raifing  the  Blockade.     That  he  wou'd 
ufe  all  his  Credit   and  Endeavours   to  bring  the 
Community  of  the  Volfci  to  terms  of  Accommo- 
dation J  and  that  if  the  former  Succefs  had  made 
them  obftinate,    and   he  cou'd  not  prevail,   he 
wou'd  lay  down  his  Command,  and  retire  to  fome 
neutral  City  j  that  his  Friends  might  then  manage 
the  Repeal  of  his  Sentence,  and  his  Return  to 
Rome.     He  then  took  his  leave  of  his  Wife  and 
Mother,  after  having  tenderly  embraced  them,  and 
thought  of  nothing  now  but  how  to  obtain  an 
honourable  Peace  for  his  Country. 
Heraifes       The  next  Day  he  called  a  Council   of  War; 
the  Siege,  jjg  [here  rcprcfented  the  Difficulty  of  forming  the 

Siege 
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Siege  of  a  City  which  had  a  formidable  Army  for 
its  Garrifon,  and  where  there  were  as  many  Sol- 
diers as  there  were  Inhabitants}  and  concluded  for 
a  Retreat.  No  body  contradifted  his  Opinion; 
tho'  after  what  had  pafled  they  cou'd  not  be  igno- 
rant of  the  Motives  of  this  new  Refolution.  The 
Army  immediately  began  its  March ;  and  the  Fol- 
fcij  more  afFeded  with  the  filial  Refpe6l  he  had 
fhewn  for  his  Mother,  than  with  their  own  In- 
tereftj  retired  all  to  their  fevcral  Cantons. 

But  Tullus^  the  General,  who  had  received  him 
at  firft  with  fo  much  Humanity,  jealous  of  the 
Eftcem  and  Interell  he  had  gained  with  the  Sol- 
diers, laid  hold  of  this  Opportunity  to  deftroy  him  5 
and  he  no  fooner  faw  him  returned  to  the  City  of 
jintium^  but  he  publickly  gave  out  that  this  Ex- 
ile had  betrayed  the  Interells  of  the  Volfcl.  Co- 
RiOLANus,  in  order  to  clear  himfelf,  defired  he 
might  anfwer  for  his  Conduct  before  the  General 
Council  of  the  Nation  3  but  'TiiUuSy  who  no  lels 
feared  his  Eloquence  than  his  Valour,  raifed  a  Tu- 
mult, by  Advantage  of  which  his  Agents  threw 
themfelves  upon  the  Roman  and  ftabbed  him;  the  T>eath  of 
miferable  and  almoft  unavoidable  Fate  oi  all  thofe  ^°"o^^' 
who  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  take  Arms  againil  their 
Country. 

Such  was  the  End  of  this  Great  Man,  too  Haugh- 
ty indeed  for  a  Republican,  but  who  by  his  great 
Qualities  and  Services  deferved  a  better  Treatment 
both  from  the  Volfcl  and  the  Romans.  When  his 
Death  was  known  at  Rome^  the  People  Chewed 
neither  Joy  nor  Grief;  and  perhaps  they  were  not 
forry  that  the  VoJfci  had  freed  them  fi-om  the  Per- 
plexity of  recalling  a  Patrician  whom  they  no 
longer  feared,  and  Itill  hated. 

End  of  the  Second  Booh 
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Sp.  Caffius  Vifcellinus,  a  Patrician,  conceives  Hopes 
of  getting  bimfelf  achwwledged  King  of  Rome, 
hy  means  of  the  Di-vijions  that  reign  in  the  City, 
T'o  bring  the  People  over  to  his  fide^  he  propofes  in 
the  Senate  to  have  an  Account  taken  of  the  con- 
quered Lands^  in  order  to  divide  them  equally  a- 
mong  the  Citizens.  This  is  inhat  was  called  the 
Agrarian  Law.  Virginius,  Caflius'i  Colleague  in 
the  Confulpip^  and  C.  Rabulcius,  'Tribune  of  the 
People^  joyn  to  hinder  the  execution  of  the  ConfuVs 

Propofal. 
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Propofhl.  A  Decree  of  the  Senate^  empo'vuering 
Q^  Fab  ins  a7id  C.  Cornelius,  Confuls  ele5f^  to 
name  CommilJi oners  for  the  Partition  of  the 
Lands.  Caflius  condemned  to  die.  Menenius, 
the  Son  of  Agrippa,  and  Sp.  Serviliiis,  are  im- 
peached by  the  'Tribunes^  for  having  in  their  Con- 
fulfhip  oppofed  the  Nomination  of  thofe  Commif- 
fioners.  'the  firfl  is  fined^  and  fhuts  himfelf  up 
in  his  Houfe^  ivhere  he  fiarves  himfelf  to  Death  : 
'The  fecond  cllfperfes  the  Danger  by  his  Confiancy. 
Volero.  A  Law  propofed  by  him  for  the  AJfem- 
hlics  by  Tribes.  This  Law  paffes  in  fpite  0/  Ap- 
pius.  The  Tribunes  in  conjunction  with  the  Con- 
fuls demand  the  Execution  of  the  Senate'' s  Decree 
for  the  Divifion  of  the  conquered  Lands.  Appius 
prevents  this  Demand  from  taking  effe6l.  The 
Death  of  that  Confular  gives  the  Tribunes  room 
to  profecute  this  Buftnefs  anew  5  but  without  Suc- 
cefs. 


I4f 
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loufy  of  the 
had  hi- 
no  more 
than  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  Tri- 
bunes, and  the  Banifiiment  of  a 
private  Man,  the  zealous  Republicans  were  not 
difpleafed  with  this  Oppofition  of  Interefts,  which 
by  keeping  an  even  Balance  between- the  Credit 
of  the  Great,  and  the  People's  Power,  ferved  to 
maintain  the  Public  Liberty.  Such  was  the  Dif- 
polltion  of  the  People's  Minds,  when  an  Ambi- 
tious PatVician  took  it  in  his  Head,  that  by  dri- 
ving the  Contention  fomewhat  further,  and  ma- 
king himfelf  the  Chief  of  one  of  the  Parties,  he 
might  dellroy  them  both,  and  upon  their  Ruins 
lay  the  Foundation  of  his  own  Advancement. 


Jsr  3 


This 


ia6      The  HiJIory  of  ^he  Revolutions  Book  III. 

This  Patrician  was  named  Sp.  Cassius  Viscel- 
Tear  of      LINUS  j  he  had  commanded  Armies,  obtained  the 
Rome        Honour  of  a  Triumph,  and  was  then  afVually  the 
^^^'  "''     third  time  Conful.     He  was  a  Man  naturally  Vain 
Charaaer  J^nd  Oftcntatious,  always   exaggerating   his  own 
of  Sp.       Services,  defpiling  thofe  of  others,   and  afcribing 
Caffius.      j-Q  himfelf  alone  all  the  Glory  in  any  good  Succels. 
Blinded  by  inordinate  Ambition,  he  had  the  Pre- 
fumption   to   afpire   to    the  Royalty  fo   folcmnly 
pro!cnbed  by  the  Lav/sj  and  in  the  fecret  Defign, 
which  he  had  long  before  formed  of  reftoring  ic 
in  his  own  Perfon,  he  did  not  hefitate  what  Party 
he  fhou'd  join  in  with.     He  refolved  firll  to  gain 
the  Affcdion   of  the  People,   who   always  give 
themfelves  up  implicitely  to  thofe  who  know  how 
to  catch  them  with  the  fpecious  Bait  of  promo- 
V  ting  their  Interell. 

His  Partiality   openly  appeared   during  his  fe- 
•  cond  Confnlaie,  at  the  Time  when  the  Elfablifh- 
ment  of  the  I'ribunes  was  in  difpute.     It  is  true, 
'the  Me-     his  politic  Condefcentions  might  be  attributed  to 
tMs  he     jjjg  Defire  of  feeing  the  People  re-united  to  the 
^«1I'p.t  Senate;    but  his  late  fufpicious  Conduft  with  re- 
fle.  "        lation  both  to  the  Hernici^  and  the  Roman  Peo- 
ple, entirely  convinced  the  Senate  that  his  Views 
and  Interefts  were  different  from  thofe  of  the  Re- 
public. 

The  Hernici^  or  Hernicians^  were  one  of  thofe 

petty   Nations   neighbouring   upon  Rome^   who, 

as  we  have  already  laid,  inhabited  part  o^  Latium. 

Tsar  of     After  the  Death  of  Coriolanus,  they  entered  in- 

^o"^^  (■    ^o  ^  League  with  the  Folfci  againft  the  Romans. 

^r%8       Aqiiilius^   who  was  then  Gonial  with  T.  Sicinius^ 

had  defeated  them.    Cassius,  who  fucceeded  him 

in  the  Gonfullhip,   and  in  the  Gondu6t  of  that 

War,  reduced  them  by  the  mere  Terror  of  his 

D.H.I. 8.  Arms  to  fue  for  Peace  j   they  applied  to  the  Sc- 

Liv.  Dec.  nate,    which   referred   the  Affair  to  the  Gonfui. 

Cassius  taking  advantage  of  the  Power  given  him 

by 


I 
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by  this  CommilTion,  without  fo  much  as  making 
the  Senate  acquainted  with  the  Articles  of  the 
Treaty,  granted  Peace  to  the  Hernici^  and  left 
them  the  third  part  of  their  Territory.  By  the 
lame  Treaty  he  gave  them  the  defired  Title  of 
Jllies  and  Citizens  of  Rome-y  fo  that  he  treated 
tiie  Vanquifhed  as  favourably  as  if  they  had  been 
Vidorious.  in  order  to  make  himfelf  Friends 
both  within  and  without  the  State,  he  fet  apart 
for  the  Latins  one  half  of  what  remained  of  the 
Lands  of  the  Hcrnici^  and  the  other  half  he  di- 
vided among  the  poor  Plebeians  of  Rome.  He 
even  endeavoured  to  recover  our  of  the  Hands  of 
fome  private  Perfons  Parcels  of  Land  which  he 
faid  belonged  to  the  Public,  and  which  he  in- 
tended to  have  diftributed  alfo  among  the  poorer 
Citizens.  He  had  before  demanded  the  Honour 
of  the  Triumph,  with  as  much  Confidence  as  if  Liv.  Dec. 
he  had  gained  fome  glorious  Vi6lory;  and  obtain-  '•  l-^- 
ed  by  his  Credit  a  Reward  which  ufed  never  to 
be  granted  but  to  Generals  who  had  fought  fome 
important  Battel  with  great  Succefs,  and  had  lefc 
at  lead  five  thoufand  of  the  Enemy  dead  upon 
the  fpot. 

The  next  Day  after  his  Triumph,  according  to 
cuftom,  he  gave  an  Account,  in  an  Aflcmbly  of 
the  People,  of  all  that  he  had  done  for  the  Glory 
and  Service  of  the  Republic,  during  the  laft 
Campaign,  As  his  Exploits  that  Year  afiT)rded 
him  nothing  fufficiently  Ihining,  he  ran  chiefly 
upon  his  former  Services.  He  reprefented  that 
in  his  firll;  Confulate  he  had  overcome  the  Sa- 
lines-y  that  his  fccond  Confulate  was  made  illu- Id.  D.  H. 
itrioLis  by  the  fliare  he  had  in  the  Erection  of  the  Ibid. 
Tribunefhip ;  that  now  in  his  third  he  had  al- 
ready incorporated  the  Hernici  into  the  Common- 
wealth, and  propofed  before  the  end  of  it  to  ren- 
der the  Condition  of  the  Plebeians  fo  happy,  that 
they  fii  Du'd  no  longer  envy  that  of  the  Patricians.  He 
N  4  added. 
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added,  that  he  promifed  himi'elf  the  Roman  Peo- 
ple muft  needs  allow  that  they  had  never  recei- 
ved fo  many  Benefits  before  from  one  (ingle  Ci- 
tizen. 

This  Difcourfe   was. heard  with  Pleafure  by  a 
People  always  fond  of  Novelr.y.     The  Senate  on 
the  contrary,  who  were  fearful  of  Cassius's  am- 
bitious Spirit,  were  not  without  Uneafinefs.    E-   < 
very  body  in  Rome^  thro'  different  Motives,  im- 
fhefirji    patiently  expeded  the  Explanation  of  this  miehty 
of  the  K-   Promiie.    ,  Cassius  anerwards  laid  a  great  many 
grarian      things   in   praife   of  the   Plebeians  s   he   obferved 
^^^"v        that  Rome  owed  to  them  not  only  her  Liberty, 
but  alfo   the  Empire  ihie  had  acquired   over  one 
part  of  her  Neighbours.     He  added,  that  to  him 
it  feemed  very  unjuft  that  fo  brave  a  People,  who 
daily  expofed  their  Lives  to  enlarge  the  Bounds 
of  the   Republic,   fliou'd  languidi   in  a  fliameful 
Poverty  j  while  the  Senate,  the  Patricians^  and  the 
whole  Body  of  the  Nobility,   alone  enjoy'd  the 
Fruits  of  their  Conquefts.     And  to  fliew  the  bot- 
tom of  his  Defign  he  added,  that  it  was  his  Advice, 
that,  in  order  to  bring  the  Condition  of  the  poor 
Citizens  to  fome  Equality  with  that  of  the  Rich, 
and  enable  them  to  fubfifl,   they  fliou'd  take  an 
exa6t  account  of  all  the  Lands  which  had   been 
won  from  the  Enemies,   and  which  the  Patrici- 
ans had  feized  to  their  own  ufe,  and  make  a  new 
Divifion  of  them,    without   any  regard   to  thofe 
who  upon   different   Pretences   had   appropriated 
them   to   themfclves  >    and   that  fuch  a  Divifion 
woii'd  give  the  poor  Plebeians  an  Ability  of  bring- 
ing up  Children  ufeful  to  the  State.     He  added, 
that  nothing  but   fo  equitable   a  Partition  cou'd 
refl'ore    the    Union    and    Equality   which   there 
Dec.i.l.2.Qyg|^^  to  be  among  the  Citizens  of  one  and  the 
.  fame  Republic:  It  was  then,  {'x^%  Livy^  that  the 
jlgrarian  Law  was  propofed  for  the  firfl  time. 

It 
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It  wou'd  be  difficult   to  exprefs   the  Surprife, 
Indignation,  and  Rage  of  the  Senate,  at  the  men- 
tion of  fuch  a  Propoial.     But  in  order  to  give  a 
true  Notion  to  what  a  Degree  it  was  ruinous  to 
the  Great,  and  dcfirable  by  the  People,  1  think  I  ThsCuflom 
cannot  avoid  repeating  part  of  what  I  have  ^- of  the  an- 
ready  faid,  with  relation   to   thefe  public  Lands.  ^'^'^'^  ^o- 
When  the  Romans   had  gained   any  confiderable  "J^"^  f /'' 

X  1  regnra  to 

Advantage  over  then*  Neighbours,  they  nQVCx  the  co?i- 
granted  them  Peace  without  taking  from  them^a<?rV 
part  of  tTieir  Territory,  which  was  immediately  L'^"'^^' 
incorporated  with  that  of  Rome.  This  was  in- 
deed the  moft  ufual  Defign  of  their  Wars,  and 
the  chief  Fruit  which  they  looked  for  from  the 
Vi6tory.  Few  are  to  learn,  and  I  have  fiid  eife- 
where,  that  one  part  of  thefe  conquered  Lands 
were  fold  to  reimburfe  the  State  for  the  Expence 
of  the  War,  another  Portion  was  diftributed  ^r^- 
tis  among  poor  Plebeians  newly  fettled  at  Rome^ 
who  had  no  Inheritance  of  their  own  j  fome- 
times  a  number  of  Parcels  was  let  out  to  Farm, 
and  by  way  of  Feoffment,  and  the  Occupiers  paid 
the  Rent  in  Money,  in  Fruits  or  in  Corn,  which 
was  fold,  and  the  Produce  brought  into  the  pub- 
lic Treafury.  And  laftly,  as  the  chief  Wealth 
of  the  Romans  in  thofe  Days  confifted  in  Cattle 
and  Flocks,  what  remained  of  thefe  conquered 
Lands  was  left  in  Commons,  and  to  ferve  for 
Pafturcs. 

This  Diifofition  baniflied  Poverty  out  of  the  That  nn- 
Republic,  and  bound  the  Citizens  to  its  Defence.  '^'^"'^  ^"' 
But  the  greedy  Patricians  deprived  the  common^^^^^^'^j],^^ 
People  of  this  Subfiftence:    Tracfs  of  Land  oUheAvarice 
prodigious  Extent,   fct  apart  for  the  Support  01  of  the 
the  whole  State,  became  infenfibly  the  Patrimo- ^''^'^^* 
ny  of  a  few  private  Perfons.     If  any  Parcel  were 
fold   to  defray  the  Charges  of  a  War,  the  Se- 
nators  who  were   the  only   rich   Men  in   thofe 
times,  being  the  Dircdors  of  the  Sale,  caufcd  it 
4  to 
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to  be  adjudged  to  rhemfelves  at  a  very  inconfide- 
rable  Price;   fo   that  the   public  Treafury  hardly 
received  any  Advantage  from  it.     By  means  of  the 
fame  Authority  they  took  either  under  borrov/ed 
Names,   or  elfc  in   their  own,  the   Lands   that 
ought   to   have   been   let  out   to  Farm   to   poor 
Plebeians^  to  help  them  to   maintain   their  Chil- 
dren.    Oftentimes  by  ill-deflgned  Loans  and  ac- 
cumulated Ufuries,  they  got  the  little  Inhcrirrai- 
ces  which   the  People   had   received   from   their 
Anceftors   yielded   to   them.     Laftly,  the  Rich, 
by  fetting  the  Land-marks  of  their  Eftates  fur- 
ther and   further,   by  degrees   had  fwallowed  up 
and  confounded  moll  of  the  Commons  j  fo  that 
neither  the   State  in   general,   nor   the  Plebeians 
in  particular,   received   any  Benefit  worth   men- 
tioning from  thefe   foreign  Lands.     The   Patri- 
cians who  had  got  into  Poflefiion  of  them,   had 
inclofcd  them  with  Walls:   Fine  Struftures  were 
built  upon  them ;   Troops  of  Slaves  taken  Prifc- 
ners  in  War  manured   them   for  the  account  of 
the  Great  Men  of  Rome,   and   now  a  long  Pre- 
fcription   had   covered   thefe   Ufurpations.     The 
Senators  and  Patricians  had  hardly  any  other  In- 
come befides  thefe  public  Lands,  which  had  paf- 
fcd  fucceflively  thro'  different  Families  by  Deaths, 
Partition,  or  Sale. 
^he  Con-        Whatever  Shew  of  Equity  there  was  in  CassiusV 
fequences    Propofal,  it  was  impoflible  to  bring  it  into  a  Law 
^Caffius'j  without  ruining  at  once  the  Senate  and  chief  No- 
tbelenate   bihty,  and  raifing  an  infinite  Number  of  Law- 
Suits  about  Trufts  among  all  the  Families  mRome^ 
and  accordingly  mcft  of  the  Senators  ftood  up  a- 
gainft  him  with  great  Animofity.     Without  any 
refpe6t  to  his  Dignity,  they  publickly  reproached 
him  with  his  Pride,  his  Ambition,  and  the  Defire 
he  had  of  ftirring  up  new  Troubles  in  the  Com- 
monwealth.   They  loudly  declared  Cassius  did  not 

aft 
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ad  fo  much  like  a  Conful  as  like  a  fcditious  Tri- 
bune. 

Cassius  always  expeded  to  find  a  general  A- 
verfion  to  his  Propofal  in  the  great  Men  of  Rome. 
But  as  he  flatter'd  himfelf  that  the  People,  always 
fond  of  Novelties,  and  enticed  by  the  Hopes  of 
the  Partition  of  the  Lands,  wou'd  declare  in  his 
favour,  he  convened  a  new  Aflemblyj  and  among 
a  great  many  Things  which  he  Hiid  in  contempt  of 
the  Nobility  and  in  favour  of  the  People,  he  added, 
that  it  fliou'd  be  v^^hoUy  the  fault  of  this  laft  Or- 
der of  the  Republic,  if  they  did  not  free  them- 
felves  at  one  Stroke  from  the  Indigence  to  which 
the  Avarice  o't  iht  Patricians  had  reduced  them; 
That  all  they  had  to  do  for  this  purpofc,  was  to 
make  a  folemn  Law  for  the  Partition  of  the  con- 
quered Lands,  of  which  he  had  already  in  fome 
meafure  propofed  to  them  the  Scheme  in  what  he 
thought  of  doing  with  the  Territory  of  the  Her- 
nici  J  that  moreover  they  ought  to  caufe  the  Mo- 
ney which  the  ^oov  Plebeians  had  paid  for  the  Corn 
that  the  King  of  Sicily  had  fen:  as  a  Prefent  to 
Rome  to  be  repaid  to  them ;  and  that  by  thefe  jult 
Laws  they  wou'd  for  ever  banifh  Poverty,  Envy, 
and  Difcord. 

The  People  at  fir  (I  received  this  Propofal  with  <7-^^  7-^/. 
great  Applaufesj  but  mod  of  the  Tribunes,  who  i^unes op- 
cou'd   not  without  Jealoufy  fee  that   a  Patrician  pop  ^^^ 
and  a  Conful  Ihou'd  go  about  to  gain  to  himfelf  ^''^''* 
the  Confidence  of  the  Multitude  to  their  Preju- 
dice,  kept  a  profound   Silence,   which  hindered 
their  Adherents  and  the  Heads  of  the  Tribes  from 
declaring  openly  for  the  Law.     Not  but  that  both 
the  one  and  the  other  were  fcnfible  of  the  Ad- 
vantage it  wou'd  be  of  to  the  People,  as  we  fhall 
find  hereafter  J  but  they  were  unwillmg  that  the 
People  fhou'd  be  obliged  for   it   to  a  Patrician^ 
and  that  a  Conful  fliou'd  be  looked  upon  as  the 
Author  of  the  Law.     Thus,  without  either  ap- 
proving 
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proving  or  oppofing  it  openly,   they  y^aited  for 
lome   other  Opportunity,   when  they  themfelves 
might  have  in  the  Eyes  of  the  People  the  Merit 
of  getting  it  pafTed. 
Viro-iniiis       Virgmius^  Cassius's  Colleague  in  the  Confulate, 
oppTfes  his  d^\<S  not  attiick  it  dire6tly:   he  pretended   on  the 
Colleague,  contrary  to  be  fenlible  of  the  Juftice  of  it  in  ge- 
neral J  but  to  elude  the  Publication  of  it,  he  high- 
ly blamed  the  life  that  Cassius  intended  to  put  it 
to,  pretending  that  by  this  treacherous  Divilion  of 
the  Lands  of  the  Hernic'i^   he  had   fet  the  Con- 
querors and  the  Vanquiilied  upon  a  fliameful  E- 
quality.     At  the  fame  time  he  let  fall  Ibme  Sufpi- 
cions  againft  his  Colleague,  as  if  by  that  extraor- 
dinary Diilribuiion  propofed   in  favour   of  their 
old  Enemies,  he   had   fought   to  make  them  his 
Creatures   to   the  Prejudice  of  the  State  itfelf; 
"  What  Reafon  is  there,  cried  he,  for  reftoring 
"  to  the  Hernici  the  third  part  of  a  Territory  fo 
"  lawfully  conquered?  What  can  be  his  End,  in 
"  giving  the  Latins  the  better  part  of  what  re- 
*'  mains,  unlefs  it  be  to  plane  himfelf  a  way  to  the 
"  Tyranny  ?   Ro'me  has  caufc  to   fear   that   thofe 
"  Nations,  flill  jealous  of  her  Greatnefs  notwith- 
"  {landing  their  new  Alliance,  may  one  day  come 
"•  to  fet  CaJJius  at  their  Head  like  a  fecond  Corio- 
"  larras^  and  under  his  Conduct  attempt  to  render 
Caflius      "  themfelves  Mailers  of  the  Government. 
fends  for  a      This   Comparifou  with   Coriolanus,   which  rc- 
greatnum-  called  to  the  People's  Minds  the  thought  of  a  Fa- 
berofLi-  f^j^^^^  whofe   Memory  was  fo  odious   to  them, 

tins  miu. 

Hernici  coolcd  their  firll  Heat  for  the  Reception  of  this 
to  come  to  Law.  The  Tribunes  themfelves  gave  Intimations 
Rome.  |;haj-  jhe  Author  was  fufpicious  to  them  too.  Cas- 
sius perceiving  his  Party  grew  weaker  than  ever, 
fent  underhand  for  a  great  Number  o{  Latins  and 
Hernici  to  come  to  Rome,  telling  them,  that  in 
Qtiality  of  Roman  Citizens,  it  concerned  them  to 
be  prefent  at  the  next  AiTcinbiy  to  defend  their 

Rights, 
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Rights,  and  to  get  a  Ratification  of  the  Parti- 
tion of  Lands  which  he  had  propofcd  in  their 
Favour. 

Upon  this,  great  Numbers  of  thofe  new  Citi- 
zens immediately  flocked  to  Rome*  Cassius  was 
indifferent  whether  the  Law  was  received  or  noj 
he  had  propofed  it  only  with  a  View  of  raffing  a 
Sedition,  wherein  he  might  have  an  Opportunity 
of  putting  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  one  of  the  Par- 
ties, which  might  be  able  to  make  him  Mafter  of 
the  Government.  The  Coldnefs  which  appeared 
in  the  Tribunes  difconcerred  all  his  Meafuves.  To 
engage  the  People  to  join  him,  he  never  went 
thro'  the  City  without  a  numerous  Guard  of  La- 
tins and  Hernici.  Virgimus^  in  order,  to  difperle 
this  Fadion,  publiilied  an  Ediff,  requiring  all 
the  Allies,  that  were  not  a6lually  Inhabitants  of 
Rome^  to  depart  the  City  forthwith.  Cassius 
oppofed  this  Edicf,  and  a  Herald  by  his  Order  pub- 
lifhed  another  direftly  tp  the  contrary  Effe<5t5  per- 
mitting all  fuch  as  were  inrolled  Citizens  to  re- 
main there.  This  Oppofltion  raifcd  new  Com-  r\  -tr  \  9. 
motions  in  the  City :  The  two  Magiflrates  were 
refolved  to  be  equally  obeyed:  Their  Liftors  were 
quarrelling  and  fighting  every  moment;  and  this 
Competition  between  two  Parties,  which  both 
grew  flronger  and  flrongcr  daily,  was  juft  degene- 
rating into  a  Civil  War,  when  one  of  the  Tribunes 
of  the  People,  named  C.  Rahuleim^  undertook  to 
reftore  Quiet  to  the  Republic,  and,  like  an  able 
Tribune,  to  procure  the  whole  Advantage  for  the 
People. 

He  remonftrated  in  a  public  AlTembly,  that  it  Artful 
was  an  eafy  matter  to  reconcile  the  Opinions  of^f^i^f.  "-^ 
the  two  Confals;  th^it  both  were  agreed  upon  the  Rabuleiusf 
Juffice  of  the  Partition  of  the  Lands  of  the  Her- 
nici  in   favour  of  the  Roman  People;    only  that 
Cassius  was  for  extending  the  Liberality  to  the 
Hernia  and  the  Latins^   Allies  of  the  Republic. 

'  Thac 
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That  he  thought  the  befl  Way  wou'd  be  to  begin 
with  doing  Jurtice  to  the  Roman  People,  which 
they  both  agreed  ought  to  be  done  j  and  that  as 
to  the  Propofal  made  by  Cassius  in  favour  of  the 
Allies,  but  oppofed  by  his  Colleague,  the  Decifion 
of  that  fhou'd  be  deferred  to  another  time.  That 
as  to  all  the  other  conquered  Lands  which  made 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Roman  Territory,  the  Se- 
nate and  People  wou'd  deliberate  upon  it  at  lei- 
fure  as  the  Importance  of  fo  great  an  Affair  requi- 
red, and  take  fuch  Meafures  as  fhou'd  be  molt  a- 
greeable  to  the  Good  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Under  thefe  Appearances  of  an  equitable  and 
moderate  Condud:,  the  Tribune  concealed  his  De- 
(ign  of  pufhing  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Partition  more 
briskly  than  ever,  as  foon  as  he  had  got  it  out  of 
Cassius's  Hands.  By  this  means  he  made  that  the 
Aflembly  broke  up  without  coming  to  any  Deter- 
mination as  to  the  general  Divifion  of  all  the 
conquered  Lands.  Cassius,  afhamed  of  the  ill 
Succefs  of  his  ambitious  Aims,  hid  himfelf  in  his 
Houfe,  whence  (pretending  Sicknefs)  he  never 
ftirred. 
Partition  Mean  while  the  Senate,  who  faw  through  Ra- 
of  the  bule'ius's  private  Defigns,  found  plainly  that  the 
Lands  re-  Bufinefs  of  the  Partition  of  the  Lands  was  only 
theSemte  ^^^^Y^^'  They  aflembled  extraordinarily  to  pre- 
vent betimes  any  Attempt  that  the  Tribunes  might 
make  to  promote  it.  Several  Opinions  were  of- 
fered :  the  Advice  of  Jppius^  that  intrepid  De- 
fender of  the  Laws,  was,  that  in  order  to  appeafe 
the  Peoples  juft  Complaints,  the  Senate  fhou'd 
name  ten  Commiflioners  to  take  an  exa£t  Infor- 
mation of  all  fuch  Lands  as  belonged  originally 
to  the  Public.  That  they  fhou'd  fell  one  part  of 
thefe  for  the  ufe  of  the  Treafury,  diftribute  ano- 
ther part  among  the  poorer  Citizens,  who  had  no 
Inheritance  in  Land,  rellore  the  Commons,  and 
place  fufficient  Land'-marks  where-ever  they  were 
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neceflliry,  the  want  of  which  had  caufed  the  A- 
bufes  that  were  then  complained  of.  That  as  to 
the  remainder  of  thofe  Lands,  they  fhou'd  never 
let  them  out  for  above  five  Years  at  a  time,  and 
that  always  at  the  full  Rent,  and  that  the  Produce 
ihou'd  be  employed  in  providing  Corn  and  Pay 
for  the  Plebeians  that  went  to  War.  That  this 
Regulation  wou'd  hinder  them  from  thinking  a- 
ny  more  of  the  Partition  of  the  Lands  j  and  that 
thev  wou'd  undoubtedly  prefer  Corn,  Money, 
and  a  certain  Subfiftence  during  the  whole  Cam- 
paign, to  a  Slip  of  Land  which  they  muft  culti- 
vate with  the  Sweat  of  their  Brows  j  and  that  he 
knew  no  furer  way  of  reforming  the  ancient  A- 
bufes,  than  to  reftore  Things  to  the  Spirit  of  their 
Primitive  InlHtution. 

A.  Sempronius  Atratinus^  a  Man  much  rcfpefted  q-^g  p^tr^. 
by  the  Senate,   highly  approved  of  Appius's  Ad-  dans  elude 
vice:   he   only  added    to  it,   that  they  ought  to^^^^^^^^' 
give  the  Allies  and  thofe  Nations  who  had  been  ^"'"' 
lately  made  Citizens  of  J<ome,  to  underfland,  that 
it  was  not  reafonable  they  {hou'd  have  a  fhare  of 
the  Lands  which  the  Romajis  had  conquered  be- 
fore their  Alliance  j  that  each  Nation,  tho'  Allies, 
might  difpofe   as  they  thought  fit  of  their  own 
Territory  and   Conquefts  >   but  that  as   for  fuch 
Lands  as   fhou'd  be   won  by  their  ioint  Forces, 
the  Republic,   in   the  Divifion   of  them,   wou'd 
have  leg^trd   to  the  Afiiftancc  fhe  received  from 
her  Allies. 

The  Advice  of  thefe  two  Senators  formed  the 
Senatusconfultum.  But  as  the  Eftates  of  the  prin- 
cipal Men  in  Rome  lay  wholly  in  thofe  conquered 
Lands,  moft  of  the  Senators,  who  wou'd  have 
been  ruined  by  fuch  a  Regulation,  got  it  added  to 
the  Senatusconfultum^  in  order  to  ftave  off  the 
Execution  of  it,  that  whereas  the  Confulate  of 
Cassius  and  Flrginius  was  upon  the  Point  of  ex- 
piring, nothing  ihou'd  be  done  in  it  till  ^.  Fa- 
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bins  and  Ser.  Cornelius^  the  Confuls  cleft,  entered 
upon  their  Office,  and  that  they  fhou'd  be  im- 
powered  to  name  the  Decemvirs,  who  were  to 
regulate  the  Affair  of  the  Partition  of  the  Lands. 
Nay,  and  the  chief  of  the  Senate  refoived  among 
themfelves  to  impeach  Cassius,  and  to  profecute 
him  feverely,  in  order  to  intimidate  all  fiich  as 
might  be  tempted  for  the  future  to  flir  in  this 
Affair. 

Some  Authors  tell  us,  that  as  foon  as  the  two 
new  Confuls  had  taken  PofTeffion  of  their  Dignity, 
Cassius's  own  Father  was  the  Man  that  accufed 
him  to  the  Senate  of  having  endeavoured  to  make 
himfelf  the  Tyrant  of  his  Country  j  and  that  this 
fevere  Roman^  like  another  Brutus^  having  laid 
the  Proofs  of  his  Crime  before  a  full  Senate,  took 
his  Son  home  to  his  Houfe,  and  there  caufed  him 
to  be  put  to  Death  in  the  Prefence  of  his  whole 
Family.  But  Dlonyfjis  Halicarnajfeus  informs  us, 
that  it  was  Cefo  Fabius^  Brother  ro  the  firfl  Con- 
fijl,  and  VciJerius^  the  Grandfon  oi PublicoJa^  both 
Quccftors,  that  made  themfelves  Parties  in  this  Af- 
fiiir,  and  who  having  convened  the  AiTembly  of 
the  People  according  to  the  Power  appertaining 
to  their  Office,  accufed  Cassius  of  having  intro- 
duced foreign  Troops  into  the  City,  withdefign 
to  opprefs  the  Liberty  of  his  Countrymen. 

CASsiusappearedintheAfTemblydrefs'dinMourn- 
ing,  in  a  Habit  conformable  to  his  prefent  Cir- 
cumilances.  He  reprefented  to  the  People,  to 
make  his  Defence  their  Inierefl,  th;ir  it  was  them 
the  Senate  attacked  in  his  Perfon,  and  that  he  was 
odious  to  the  Patricians^  only  becaufe  he  had  pro- 
pofed  to  oblige  them  to  fhare  with  the  People  the 
Lan3s  which  they  had  unjuftly  feiz'd  to  their  own 
ufe.  But  that  generous  People,  who  in  their 
greateft  Indigence  thought  Slavery  far  more  in- 
fupportable  than  Poverty,  heard  with  a  general 
Indignation  eveiiy  thiqg  that  came  from  a  Man  of 
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fuch  fufpicious  Condu61:.     Thus  he  law  himfelf  at 
once  abandoned  by  the  People,  and  profccuted  by 
the  Senate  J  and  he  was  condemned  by  the  unani- 
mous Voice  of  all  his  Fellow-citizens.     The  hce 
Example  of  Coriolanus^   whofe  Exile  had  proved 
fo  dangerous,  made  that  Cassius  was  fentenced  to 
die.      That   Coniular,   who    had   been   honoured 
with  two  Triumphs,  was  thrown  down  from  tlic 
Top  of  the  T^arpeian'^o<ik-y  and  the  Patricians  had  Q^j^yj 
the  Satisfaftion  of  defiroying  by  the  Hands  ^^'i  i\\^  condemved 
Plebeians  themfelves,  a  declared  Advocate  for  the  to  death. 
Intercfls  of  the  People. 

A  Proceeding  fo  refolute  quite  {lunned  the  Mul- 
titude. It  was  fome  time  before  a  word  was  heard 
again  of  making  Enquiries  about  the  Public  Lands  j 
the  Execution  of  the  Senatiisconfulturn^  and  the 
Nomination  of  the  Decemvirs,  lay  fufpended.  This 
great  Affair  came  to  be  one  of  thofe  State-Myfte- 
ries  which  no  Body  dares  to  touch  upon :  Tlie 
People,  intimidated,  kept  in  a  profound  Silence 
for  fome  time>  but  their  Neceflitics  inienfibly  re- 
vived their  Complaints.  The  common  People  be- 
gan to  regret  their  Lofs  in  CaJJius :  they  blamed 
themfelves  for  his  Death  ;  and  with  a  late  Ac- 
knowledgment, which  was  little  better  than 
downright  Ingratitude,  gave  ufelefs  Praifes  to  the 
Memory  of  a  Man  whom  themfelves  had  de- 
Itroyed. 

The  Senate,  fearing  another  CajJlus  might  get  5'^;^^^^^ 
into  the  ConfullTiip,  ufed  all  imaginable  Precauti-  Precauti- 
ons to  keep  that  fupreme  Dignity  from  falling  loons  to  avoid 
any  but  Patricians  whom   they  might  fifely  rely  f/^^f''^^^' 
upon  5    and  they  were  in  a  manner  abfolute  Di- 
reftors  of  that  Eleftion,  which  was  never  made 
but  in  Aflemblies  by  Centuries,   where  the  Patri- 
cians had  the  Majority  of  Voices.     Thus  Lucius 
JEmilius  and  Cefo  Fabias^   M.  Fabius  and  Lucius 
Valerius^  attained  fucceflively  to  the  ConfuUhip.^''^'' ^-^ 
In  the  Refolucion  which  the  Senate  had  taken  ol-  260^270. 

O  letting 
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letting  the   Senatnsconfuhum  drop,   they  thought 
they  cou'd  not  trull  this  their  fecret  Delign  to  any 
more  fiifely  than  to  Cefo  Fahius^  and  Lucius  Vale- 
rius^ the  Accufers  of  Cassius,  and  the  Men  who 
had  precipitated  him  in  a  manner  with  their  own 
Hands  from  the  I'iD'ps'ian  Rock.     The  People  faw 
the  Artfulnefs  of  this  Management  j  they  perceived 
that  none  were  brought  into  the  Confuhliip  but 
patricians  that  wou'd  be  fure  never  to  nominate 
the  Decemvirs  that  were  to  proceed  in  the  Divi- 
lion  of  the  Lands.     In  thefe  Circumftances,  the 
War,  that   was  indeed  almoft  continual,   againft 
the  Volfci^  being  broke  out  afrefn,  and  the  two 
Confuls,  M.  Fabius  and   L.  Valerius^  who   were 
then  in  Poft,  having  defired  fome  Recruits  to  com- 
pleat  their  Legions,  a  Tribune  named  C.  Menius 
oppofed  it,  and  publickly  protelfed  that  he  wou'd 
never  fuffer  any  Plebeian  to  give  his  Name  to  be 
inrolled  till  the  Confuls  had  firft  brought  the  Sc' 
natusconfultum  into  a  full  Affembly  of  the  People, 
and  named  thofe  CommiiHoners  that  were  to  put 
D.  H.  1. 8.  it  in  Execution.     The  Confuls,  to  extricate  them- 
Liv.  Dec.  feives  from   this  Perplexity,  and  to  get  over  the 
I-  •  2.      Xribunes  Oppoiition,   carried  their  Tribunal  out 
of  RomCf  beyond  the  Jurifdi6lion  of  the  Tribunes, 
whofe  Power  and  Fundions  were  confined  v/ithin 
the  City  Walls.     The  Confuls  then  fent  a  Sum- 
mons to  the  Plebeians  that  were  to  march  into  the 
Field.     Thefe,  relying  upon  the  Tribunes  Oppo- 
iition, did  not  appear,  and  were  under  no  Appre- 
Iienfions,   while  that  fubfifted,   that  the  Confuls 
wou'd  offer  to  feize  them.     But  thofe Magiftrates 
took  another  Method  to  make  themfelves  obeyed ; 
and  without  ever  returning  to  Rome^  being  un- 
willing to  have  any  Conteft  with  the  Tribunes, 
they  gave  order  for  demolifliing  the  Country  Seats 
and  cutting   down  the  Trees  belonging  to  the 
chief  Plebeians  that  had^  refufed  to   attend  their 
Summons. 

z  This 
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This  military  Execution  brought  the  People  to 
their  Duty  5  they  immediately  ran  and  offered  rhem- 
Tclves  before  the  Conluls  to  receive  their  Com- 
mands. Everyone  took  Arms  5  they  marched  a- 
frainll  the  Enemy  j  the  War  was  carried  on  with- 
out any  remarkable  SucceCsj  and  the  Confuls  de- 
rained  the  Soldiers  in  the  Field  as  long  as  pofiible, 
to  avoid  new  Seditions. 

But  when  they  were  returned,   and  the  rime  'Tumult on 
was  come  for  the  Eleftion  of  new  Confuls,  Dif-  ^''^'j.f 
cnrd  raged  out  again  with  more  Fury  than  ever.  ^\^^  /J^"^ 
The  principal  Men  of  the  Senate,  who  were  the 
mole  nearly  touched  by  the  Inquifition    into  the 
public  Lands,  defigncd  that  Poit  for  Jpp'ius  Clau- 
dius^ the  Son  of  him   wc  have  already  fpoke  of. 
He  had  inherited  from  his  Father  a  confiderablc 
Eflate,  a  great  number  of  Clients,  and  particular- 
ly  that   Haughtinefs   and   Rcfolution  which    had 
made  him  fo  odious  to  the  Multitude.     Accord- 
ingly the  People  ^ou'd  not  hear  of  him,  but  de- 
manded fome  of  thofe  ancient  Senators  that  had 
fnewn  themfelves  moft  their  Friends.     Each  Par- 
ry remained  obftinate  in  the  Rcfolution  they  had 
taken.     The  Senate  flattered  themfelves  that  thev 
irjou'd  carry  this  Affair  wich  a  high  hand  in  an 
AiTembly  by  Centuries.    The  Confuls  call'd  it  as 
tifual,   and  according  to   the   Power  annexed  to 
their  Dignity  j  but  the  People,  by  the  Infligation 
of  their  Tribunes,  made  fo  much  Noife,  and  there 
were  fuch  violent  and  bitter  Contefis  and  Difpute?, 
that  it  was  impollible  to  proceed  to  the  Election 
that  Day,     This  was  the  private  aim  of  the  Tri- 
bunes, who,    with  a  Prcfumptuoufnefs  never  be- 
fore heard  of,  convened  a  fecond  Affembly  for  next 
Day.     The  Confuls  and  the  Senate  in  a  Body  did 
not  fail  to  be  at  it  j   and   they  demanded  of  the 
Tribunes  by  what  Authority  they  durfc  take  upon 
them  to  prefide  at  the  EleAion  of  Confuls.    They 
replyed,  that  their  Concern  for  the  People's  Wei- 
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fare  obliged  them  to  prevent  their  having  Tyrants 
impofcd  upon  them  for  Magistrates  j  and  that  if  the 
Senate  did  not  chufe  Men  of  unqueftionable  Cha- 
ra£]:ers,  they  fhou'd  find  ways  to  prevent  any  E- 
ledion  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  People. 
Some  Senators,   provoked  at   this  Audacioufneis, 
were  immediately  for  having  the  firft  Conful  name 
a  Dictator;   who  by  the   fovereign  and  abfolute 
Power  of  his  Oificc,    might   feverely  puniih  the 
Authors  of  thefe  Innovations.     But  as  there  was 
room  to  fear  that   the  People  wou'd  openly  re- 
volt, the  wifer  and  more  moderate  part  of  the  Se- 
nate thought  it  wou'd  be  imprudent  in  fuch  aCon- 
JLinfture  to  venture  the  fupreme  Authority  among 
a  whole  People  work'd  up  to  Fury.     A  more  gen- 
Jn  Inter-  tie   Courfc  was   taken.      The  Senate   contented 
Rt'"^-         themfclves  with  creating  an  hiter-Rex^  as  was  pra- 
Tcar  'of    '  ^^^'^  ui-ider  the  Kings  during  any  Vacancy  of  the 
Rome       Throne.     This  lliort-lived  Magiftracy  was  given 
27  «•  to  yl .  Sempronius  AtratinuSj  who  delivered  it  over 

to  Sp.  Largius.     That  Magiftrate  was  of  a  Spirit 
inclining  to  a  Reconciliation,  and  probably  fearing 
led  if  the  Senate  continued  obilinate  to  promote 
JppLus  to  the  Confulate,   the  Oppofition  of  the 
Tribunes  and  People  might  at  length  raife  a  dan- 
gerous Sedition,  he  thought  it  was  the  Republic's 
Interefl.  to  put  o^Appius's  Election  to  more  peace- 
ful and  favourable  Times  j  and  he  managed  both 
Parties  fo  artfully,  that  he  prevailed  on  each  to  a- 
bate  fomewhat  of  its  Demands.     It  was  concluded 
that  the  Elc6lion  fliou'd  Itill  be  made  as  ufual,  and 
by  the  Votes  of  the  Centuries  j   and  the  two  Par- 
ties agreed  in  the  choice  of  the  Confuls. 
Conful  cho-      A  Union  being  brought  about  upon  thefe  Con- 
fenbytbe    ^\[xqx^s^  tl;iey  proceeded  only  for  form  fake  to  the 
'°^''^'       Elc61"ion  of  the  Confuls.     The  Tribunes  got  that 
Dignity   bellowed   upon   C.  J  alius  lulus  ^   whom 
every  Body  knew  to  be  of  the  People's  Party,  and 
a  Slave  to  the  Tribunes.     The  Patricians  named 

for 
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for  his  Colleague  ^  Fab'ms  Vihulanus^  defcended 
of  a  Family  made  iliuftrious  by  almoll  continual 
Confulates,  and  who  without  having  ever  offend- 
ed the  People,  had  neverthelefs  upon  all  Occafions 
flood  up  for  the  Rights  and  Prerogatives  of  the 
Senate, 

The  People  flattered  themfelves  with  Hopes 
that  having  a  Conful  at  their  Devotion,  they 
ihould  now  get  the  Commillioners  to  be  named, 
and  at  length  obtain  the  Partition  of  the  Lands. 
But  a  plain  Inilance  was  then  feen  of  the  Diffe- 
rence there  is  between  thofe  that  raife  themfelves 
to  high  Dignities  by  bale  and  abjeft  Compliances, 
and  thofe  generous  Men  whofe  perfonal  Merits, 
as  well  as  Birth,  naturally  place  thofe  Honours 
upon  them.  C.  Julius  did  indeed  make  fome  flight 
Attempt  to  pubiifli  the  Scnatusconfultum^  butfcarce 
durfl  he  fo  much  as  maintain  his  Opinion  againft 
that  of  Fcihius.  The  Senate's  Conful,  if  we  may 
ufe  fuch  an  Expreflion,  had  aflumed  fo  great  a  Su- 
periority over  the  People's,  tho'  their  Dignities 
were  equal,  that  there  feemed  to  be  but  one  in 
the  Republic  all  this  Year.  Fab'ms  obliged  him 
to  go  out  0^  Rome  along  with  him,  and  to  march 
againft  the  jEcjui  and  the  Feientes.  They  were 
Nations  oi'fufcany  that  had  made  Inroads  upon  the 
Territories  of  the  Romans :  Thefe  latter  made  Re- 
prifals,  and  this  Expedition  terminated  in  the  Ra- 
vage of  the  Country. 

Thefe  petty  Wars  were  the  ordinary  Expedi- 
ents ufed  by  the  Confuls,  who  to  divert  the  com- 
mon Complaints  of  the  People,  led  them  out  of 
Rome  upon  that  Pretence,  and  carried  the  War 
abroad  with  Jntent  to  give  their  Soldiers,  at  the 
Enemy's  Coft,  a  Subfiilence  that  might  make 
them  forget  their  old  Claims.  But  thcfc  continual 
Wars  made  them  (till  more  fierce,  and  the  next 
Peace  generally  revived,  in   thofe   unruly  Spirits,  , 

the  Difcord  which  the  War  had  only  fui'pended.         v^ 
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It  broke  out  afrcfh  upon  the  Eledion  of  the 
Confuls.  The  People,  being  tied  up  to  cbufe 
none  but  Nobles,  couM  at  leaft  have  wifhed  they 
might  have  had  only  fuch  of  that  Order  as  fccmcd  • 
to  be  Plebeians  in  their  IncUnation.  They  even 
afifirmed  loudly  in  the  AfTemblics,  that 'twas  enough 
the  People  wou'd  fufFer  the  Confuls  to  be  alwayj 
taken  out  of  the  Body  of  P^/r/V/^/;r,  without  be- 
ing forced  likewife  to  receive  fuch  as  were  moft 
^  averie  to  the  Partition  of  the  Lands.     The  Senate, 

on  the  contrary ,   rcferved  that  Dignity  only  for 
thofe  in  whom  they  found  mod  Courage  and  Re- 
Tolutionj  each  Party  ilood  to  its  Pretenlions  with 
equal  warmth  j  but  at  length  the  Affair  was  ac- 
commodated.     They  agreed  to   go   by  the  fame 
Tear  of      Rule  as  in  the  lall  Election.      The  People  again 
Kome        named  their  Conful,  tho'  flill  one  of  the  Patrici- 
V-^'  -i        ans:  it  was  Sp.Furius-y  and  the  Senate  chofe  Cefo^ 
D.^H.  hi    Pablns^  the  Man  that  even  in  his  QiiaDftorfhip  had 
principio    dcftroycd  CaJJius.     The  Bufinefs  then  in  Agitation 
1.9.  Zona-  ^yj^s  to  continue  the  War  againft  the  ALqiii  and  the 
v^'l  Ma    '^i'fi^^'h  who  had  renewed  their  Incurlions.     The 
1.  Q.'c.  3. '  pew  Confuls   ordered   the  People  to  lake  Arms, 
but  a  Tribune  named  Sp.  IclUiis  vigoroufly  oppo- 
fed  it.     He  declared  he  wou'd  make  the  lame  Cp- 
pofition  againft  all  ihe  Decrees  that  iliou'd  ifliie 
from  the  Senate,   let  it   be  upon  what  Affair  it 
wou'd,  till  the  Senatusconjliltum  was  brought  into 
the  AfTembly  of  the  People,  and  the  Commtflio- 
ncrs  named  in  purfuance  thereof    That  it  was  jufl 
the  fame  thing  to  him  whether  the  Country  was 
ravaged  by  Enemies,  or  unjuflly  polTeflcd  by  Ufur- 
pers.     In  the  mean  while  the  jEqui  and  Ve'kntn 
put  all   to  Fire   and  Sword   in  the  Territory  of 
Po'rne^   without   the  Senate's   being  able   to  find 
Troops  to  refill:  them,  thro'  the  Obftinacy  of  tha 
Divifton     Tribune   who  hinder'd    their   making  any  Levy. 
"^mm/'he    '"  ^^'^^^  Perplexity,  Appius^  whom  we  fpoke  of  bc- 
Tribuncs.  fore,  thought  of  an  Expedient  which  proved  very 
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fucccfstul.  Ke  rcprefenccd  that  the  Pov/er  of  the  Liv.  Dec. 
Tribunelliip  was  formidable  only  by  the  Unicn  cf  ^"  ''  ^" 
the  Tribunes;  and  that  if  the  oppofltion  of  a  fin- 
g!e  Tribune  was  of  force  to  fafpcnd  the  Executi- 
on of  a  Decree  of  the  Senate,  it  had  the  firne 
Prerogative  as  to  the  Deliberations  of  his  Col- 
leaeucs.  That  it  w^s  not  imooilible  there  miciht 
be  a  Jealoufy  among  thcmj  that  their  Bulinefs 
was  to  endeavour  to  bring  it  to  a  Divifion,  and 
privately  to  engnge  fome  one  of  them  to  enter  in- 
to the  Senate's  Interefts.  This  Advice  was  ap- 
proved and  follovvcd;  the  Senators  applied  thcm- 
felves  to  gain  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Tribunes,  and 
they  fuccceded :  Four  of  that-^ollege  declared  in 
a  public  Aflembly,  that  they  cou'd  not  bear  that 
the  Enemies,  by  favour  of  the  Divifions  that  reign- 
ed in  the  City,  {hou'd  thus  lay  wade  the  Country 
with  Impunity.  IcUius  had  the  Sliame  and  Mov- 
tilication  of  feeing  his  Oppofition  over-ruled;  the 
People  took  Arms,  and  followed  the  Confuls  to 
the  War.  For  feveral  Years  there  was  a  kind  of 
alternative  of  Ti  oubles  at  home  and  Wars  abroad, 
nor  cou'd  the  People  all  this  while  bring  about 
the  Publication  of  the  Law.  They  laid  the  whole 
blame  upon  the  Confuls,  and  to  be  revenged  of 
them.  Soldiers  were  found  that  were  not  afnamed, 
at  their  return  from  the  Army,  to  turn  Accufcrs 
or  Witncflcs  againft  their  Generals,  as  ii  they  had 
wanted  Courage  or  ,Capacity  in  the  Command  of 
the  Army, 

Scarce  was  a  Conful  out  of  his  Office,  but  he  Confuh 
was  immediately  cited  before  the  AfTembly  of  the ''^^^■Z^'^* 
People,  that  is  indeed  before  a  Tribunal  where  his 
moil  inveterate  Enemies  were  his  fudges.     Thus  Menenius 
Menenius^  xhc  Sc/a  o?  j^grippa^  was  accufcd,  uponrwwmW. 
Pretence  that  during  his  Confulate  the  Enemy  had  ~ 

taken  the  Yoxt  o'i  Crerrier a.     The  Tribunes,   (p.  Tear  of 
ConfuUiis  and    2".  Genutius^  loudly  demanded   his  ^°"^<^ 
Death  j   Luc  the  Senate  and  all  his  Friends  foli-  ?7Vt  , 
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cited  fo  earneftly  in  his  Behalf,  that  he  was  only 
condemfted  to  pay  a  Fine  that  amounted  to  two 
thoufand  JjUes^   that  is,  about  twenty  Crowns  of 
our  Money,  a  very  inconfiderable  Sum  with  re- 
gard to  the  Time  we  write  in,  but  of  great  con- 
iequence  in  that  Age,  and  in  a  Republic  where  the 
prime  Magiftratei    lived  by  the  Labour  of  their 
Hands.     Nay  we  may  reckon  this  Fine  exceffive, 
with  refped  to  Mencnius^  whole  Father  had  left 
him  no  other  Patrimony  but  his  Glory  and  his  Po- 
verty.     His  Friends  offered  generoufly  to  pay  it 
for  him,  but  he  wou'd  not  fufFer  it ;  but  pierced 
to  the  Heart  with  the  Injullice  and  Ingratitude  of 
his  Fellow-citizens,    he   ilnut   himfelf  up   in    his 
Houfe,  where  Grief  and  Hunger  foon  difpatched 
him. 
fheCovful     The  People  fell  next  upon   another  Confular, 
Sp.  Scrvi-  named  Spurius  Scwilhis^  who  fucceeded  Menenius 
hus  accu-   j^^  ^^^  ConfuUliip.     It  was  charged  upon  him  as  a 
'Tear  of      Crime,  that  in  a  Battel^  wherein  he  had  defeated 
Rome        the  'Tufcans^  he  had  loft  fome  Troops  by  purfuing 
^7^"  the   Enemy  with   more  Courage   than  Prudence. 

But  this  was  only  the  Pretence ;  the  Vidory  he 
had  gained  was  a  full  Apology  for  that  fault.  The 
real  Crime  of  both  thefe  Confulars  was  the  having 
omitted,  during  their  Confulates,  to  name  the  Com- 
millioners  that  were  to  make  the  Partition  of  the 
Lands. 

Servilius^  tho'  not  unacquainted  with  the  Peo- 
ple's Bitterncfs  againft  him,  had  Recourfe  neither 
to  Intreaties,  nor  the  Intereft  of  his  Friends  to 
efcape  their  Rage.  He  faced  the  Danger  boldly, 
and  without  changing  cither  his  Habit  or  his 
Countenance,  appeared  before  the  Aftembly  of  the 
People  according  to  his  Summons,  and  addrefling 
his  Speech  to  the  Multitude,  '  If  I  am  fent  for 
'  hither,  fays  he,  to  give  an  Account  of  what 
^  pafs'd  in  the  lad  Battle  where  I  commanded,  I 
*•  am  ready  to  do  it.    But  if  this  is  only  a  Pretence 

'  to 


Booklll.    i/z  ^/'^  Roman  Republic.  i6^ 

'  no  deftroy  me,  as  1  fufpe^l,  I  deiire  you  wou'd 
'  fave  me  a  needlefs  Trouble.  Here  is  my  Body 
'  and  my  Life,  which  you  may  difpofe  of  juft  as 
*  you  pleafe. 

Some  of  the  more  moderate  among  the  People  D.H.I. 9. 
having  cried  out  that  he  lliou'd  take  Courage,  and 
go  on  with  his  Defence  :  '  Since  I  am  to  deal  ServilmsV 
'  with  Judges,  and  not  with  Enemies,  added  he,  ^J^"'^^-  V ^ 
I  am  10  inform  you,  Romans^  that  I  was  made 
Conful  with  Firginius  at  a  time  when  the  Ene- 
my was  Mafter  of"  the  Country,  and  Famine  and 
Diffention  raged  in  the  City.  It  was  in  this 
perplexing  Conjqn6luie  that  1  was  called  to  the 
Government  of  the  State.  I  marched  againll 
the  Enemies,  whom  I  defeated  in  two  Battels, 
and  forced  to  fliuc  themfelves  up  in  their  Towns. 
And  while  they  were  in  a  manner  block'd  up 
there  by  the  Terror  of  your  Arms,  I  in  my 
turn  ravaged  their  Territory  5  I  got  a  prodigi- 
ous quantity  of  Corn  which  I  brought  to  Rome^ 
where  I  reilored  Plenty.  What  Fault  have  I 
committed  thus  fur  ?  Am  I  guilty  of  any  Crime 
in  having  won  two  Viftories  ?  But,  fay  my 
Adverfaries,  I  loft  a  great  many  Men  in  the  laft 
Engagement  :  Are  Battels  then  to  be  fought  a- 
gainft  Nations  long  hardned  to  War,  and  that 
defend  themfelves  lloutly,  without  Blood  being 
fhed  on  both  Sides?  What  Deity  has  undertaken 
for  the  Rofnan  People  that  they  fhall  gain  Vi- 
dories  without  Lofs  ?  Is  any  Man  here  to  learn 
that  Glory  is  acquired  only  by  great  Danger  ? 
I  engaged  with  Troops  more  numerous  than 
thofe  you  trufted  to  my  Condu£t  j  however, 
after  an  obftinate  Fight  I  broke  them.  I  put 
their  Legions  in  Diforder,  and  at  length  they 
fled.  Cou'd  I  refufe  to  follow  Victory,  when 
flie  went  before  me?  Was  it  indeed  in  my  Power 
to  reftrain  your  Soldiers,  who  were  carried  a- 
way  by  their  Courage,  and  who  warmly  purfued 
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a  fcattered  Enemy  ?  If  I  had  founded  a  Retreat, 
if  I  had  led  our  Soldiers  back  to  their  Camp, 
wou'd  not  your  Tribunes  this  Day  have  accufed 
me  of  having  an  Underflanding  with  the  Foe? 
If  your  Enemies  rallied  again,  if  they  were  fup- 
ported  by  a  Body  of  Troops  that  advanced  to 
their  Aid  j   in  a  word,   if  we  were  obliged  to 
begin  the  Battel  quite  afrefh ,   and  if  in  this  A- 
6:ion  I  loll  fomeMcn,  is  it  not  the  ufual  Chance 
of  War  ?   Can  you  find  Generals  that  will  un- 
dertake the  Command  of  your  Armies,   if  you 
make  it  a  Condition  that  they  fhall  bring  home 
again  to  Rome  every  Soldier  that  goes  out  with 
them  into  the  Field  ?   Do  not  then  enquire  whe- 
ther at  the  End  of  a  Battel  I  have  lofb  forae  Men, 
but  judge  of  my  Conduct  by  my  Viftory,  and 
by  the  Effeds  of  that  Vi6tory.     If  it  be  true 
that  I  drove  your  Enemies  out  of  your  Terri- 
tory 3  that  I  killed  great  num.bers  of  their  Men 
in  two  Battels}  that  I  forced  the  iliattered  Re- 
mains of  their  Armies  to  fhut  themfelves  up  in 
their  ftrong  Towns  j   and  that  I  enriched  Rome 
and  your  Soldiers  with  the  Booty  which  they 
got  in   the  Enemy's  Country  :    Let   y^ur  Tri- 
bunes ifand  up  and  tell  me  to  ray  Face  wherein 
I  have  failed  in  the  Duties  of  a  good  General. 
But  that  is  not  what  I  fear  •,  thefe  Accufations 
are  only  ufed  as  a  Colour  for  their  exercifing 
with  impunity  the  Hatred  and  Aniraofity  which 
they  bear  to  the  Senate  and  the  whole  Order  of 
Patricians.     My  true  Crime,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  illullrious  Menenius^  is  our  neither  of  us  ha- 
ving nominated,   during  our  Confulates,   thofe 
Decemvirs  v/hom  you  have  fo  long  fif^hcd  for. 
But  was  it  pofllble  we  fhou'd  do  it  in  the  Hurry 
and  Tumult  o^i  Arms,   and  while  our  Enemies 
were  at  our  Gates,   and  Difcord  in  the  City  ? 
And  if  we  cou'd  have  done  it,  know,  Romans^ 
that  ServiUus  wou'd  never  have  given  Authority 
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'  to  a  Law  which  cannou  be  put  in  Piaftice  wirh- 
'  out  railing  a  general  Diiturbunce  in  every  Fa- 
'  rnily,  without  occafioning  an  infinite  number  oF 
'  Law-Suits,  and  without  ruining  the  chief  Fa- 
'  mihes  of  the  Republick,  and  who  are  her  flrm- 
'  eft  Support.  Will  you  never  ask  any  thing  of 
'  the  Senate  but  what  is  prejudicial  to  the  com- 
'  mon  Good  of  our  Country,  and  never  ask  but 
'  only  by  Seditions  ?  If  a  Senator  dares  but  re- 
'  pi^efent  to  you  the  Injufticc  of  your  Pretenfionsj 
'  if  a  Conful  does  not  fpeak  the  feditious  Lan- 
'  guage  of  your  Tribunes  j  if  he  defends  coura- 
'  gioufly  the  Sovereign  Power  with  which  he  is 
'  invefled,  you  immediately  cry  our,  A  Tyrant! 
'  Scarce  is  he  out  of  his  Poll,  but  he  is  over- 
'  whelmed  with  Accufuions.  Thus  by  your  un- 
'  juft  Pkbifcitum  you  took  away  the  Life  of  Me- 
'  nenius^  no  lefs  a  great  Capram  than  a  good  Ci- 
'  tizen.  Ought  you  not  to  die  with  fbame  at  the 
'  Thoughts  of  having  fo  cruelly  perfecuted  the 
'  Son  of  that  Menenius  Jgripna  to  whom  you  are 
'  obliged  for  your  Tribunes,  and  for  that  very 
'  Power  which  now  makes  you  fo  furious?  You 
'  may  perhaps  think  I  fpeak  with  too  much  Free- 
'  dom  in  the  prefent  State  of  ray  Fortune  j  but  I 
'  fear  not  Death  j  condemn  mc  if  you  darej  Life 
'  cannot  but  bq  infupportable  to  a  General,  that 
'  is  reduced  to  anfwer  for  his  very  Victories  : 
'  Ard  at  worif,  to  undergo  the  fame  Fate  with 
'  Menenius  can  never  be  a  Dirhonour  to  me. 

This  generous  Patrician  difperfed   the  Danger  year  of 
by  his  Courage i  and  the  People,  afhamed  of  the  Rome, 
Death  of  Mcnetms^  durll  not  condemn  ServitiuSj  278- 
who  was  acquitted  by  a  majority  of  Voices,    The  r  j^  |  ^ 
Prefervation  of  that  Confular,   efcaped  from  the£),H.i.  9, 
Fury  of  the  Tribunes,  did  not  make  them  abate 
any  thing  of  their  Pretenlions  as  \o  the  Divilion 
of  the  Lands.    They  continued  to  infect  the  Mul- 
titude with  the  ufual  Poifon  of  their  feditious  Ha- 
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rangues  j  at  length,  one  of  thofe  Tribunes  named 
Cn.  Genucius^  a  daring  entcrprizing  Man,  and  not 
Uneloquent,  piiblickly  cited  L.  Emilius  Mammer- 
ciis  and  Vop.  Julius^  both  Confuls  that  Year,  to 
nominate  immediatelv  the  Commiflioners ,  that, 
according  to  the  Senatusconfultum^  were  to  proceed 
upon  the  Partition  of  the  Lands,  and  upon  fetting 
up  Land-marks,  that  might  put  a  ftop  to  all  Ufur- 
pations  for  the  future. 

The  two  Confuls,  to  elude  his  Demand,  at  firfl: 
excufed  themfelves  from  taking  cognizance  of  an 
Affair  that  palt  fo  long  before  their  Confulate  : 
And  to  give  an  Appearance  of  Juftice  to  a  Refu- 
fiil,  that  indeed  proceeded  only  from  their  Con- 
cern for  the  Interell  of  their  Body,  they  added 
that  that  Sencitusconfultum  was  become  void  by 
Inexccution  5  and  that  every  body  mull  know 
liiere  was  this  Difference  between  Laws,  and  the 
mere  Decrees  of  the  Senate,  that  the  one  were 
perpetual  and  unviolablc,  whereas  the  Senatuscon- 
fulta  were  of  no  longer  .Duration,  than  the  Ma- 
girtracy  of  him  to  whom  their  Execution  was 
committed. 

The  Tribune,  without  giving  any  heed  to  that 
Di(l:in6lion,  wou'd  gladly  have  attacked  thofe Ma- 
giflrates  diredlyj  btit  as  he  forefaw  it  wou'd  be 
no  cafy  Matter  to  ruin  two  Confuls,  while  they 
were  actually  inveiled  with  the  Sovereign  Power, 
he  turned  his  Refentment  upon  A.  ManVius^  and 
L.  Furins,  whofe  Offices  were  but  juft  expired. 
He  cited  them  before  the  Affembly  of  the  People  j 
and  accufed  them  of  having  neglected  to  name 
the  Commifiioners,  with  intent  to  deprive  their 
poor  Citizens  and  brave  Soldiers  of  the  Share 
which  they  had  fo  well  deferved  in  the  conquered 
Lands.  That  furious  Tribune  exhorted  the  Peo- 
ple to  do  Juftice  to  themfelves,  and  added,  that 
there  was  no  way  but  the  Punilhment  of  thofe 
great  Criminals,  and  the  Terror  of  fuch  an  Ex- 
ample, 
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ample,   to  reduce  their  Siicceflbrs   to  execute  at 
length  the   Senatusconjidtum  ;    and   with   horrible 
Oaths,  that  he  wou'd  proiecute  this  AfF.iir  to  the 
Death,   he  appointed  the  Day  when   the  People 
fhou'd  enquire  into  it.    This  Accutation  and  thele 
violent  Menaces   alarm'd    the   Patricians.     They 
faw,  with  no  lefs  Indignation  than  Sorrow,  that 
the   Tribunes   aimed  equally  at    their  Lives   and 
their  Fortunes,  and  that  there  feemed  to  be  a  laid 
Defign  of  making  away  with  all  the  Senators  one 
after  another.     Every  one  blamed  himfelf  for  his 
Patience  and  Moderation  :   Several  private  Coun- 
cils were  held,  the  Refult  of  which  remained  bu- 
ried in  a  profound  Secrecy.     In  the  mean  while, 
the  People,  who  triumphed  beforehi^nd,  infolently 
boalled  that  in  fpite  of  all  the  Senate's  Artifices, 
the  Law  for  the  Divilion  of  the  Lands  fliou'd  cer- 
tainly pafs^  nay,  that  it  (hou'd  be  fealed  too  with 
the  Blood  of  thofe  that  had  oppofed  ir,  and  that 
the  Death  of  CaJJim  fhou'd  not  go  unrevenged. 
The  Senate  equally  concealed  their  Fear  and  their 
Refentment.     But  the  very  Day  before  this  great  jj.  d.  H. 
Matter  was  to   be  decided ,   Genutius  was   found  Ibid.  1. 9. 
dead  in  his  Bed,  without  the  leafl  Marks  of  Poi-  ^J^'j''^" 
fon  or  any  other  Violence.    His  Body  was  laid  out  tkeTrf. 
in  the  Forum  j   and  the  comrnon  People,   whofe  bufie  Gc- 
Minds  eafily  run  into  Superlfition,  imagined  that  nutlus. 
the  Gods  difapproved  his  Enterprize,  tho'  the  wi- 
fer  fort  were  inclined  to  fufpe^f  that  fome  Patri- 
dans  had  been  the  Miniilers  of  the  Deity.     Ne- 
vcrthelefs,  this  Religious  Notion,  which  had  got  Zonara?. 
Poffeflion  of  the  Spirits  of  the  Multitude,  infpi- 
red  them  with  a  great  Veneration  for  the  Senate, 
in  whofe  Favour  Heaven  feemed  to  have  declared 
in   fo   vifible  a  Manner.     The   Partition   of  the 
Lands   was  not  fo  much   as  mentioned  for  fome 
time  afterwards.    The  Tribunes  were  confounded, 
and  the  Senate  might  have  refumed  all  their  Au- 
thority, 
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thority,  if  upon  thisRevokuion  they  had  not  gone 
about  to  flrain  it  too  high. 

There  was  occafion  tor  railing  of  Troops,  and 
liiling  the  Legions  to  march  againll  the  Enemy. 
The  Confuls,  guarded  by  their  Lienors,  held  their 
Tribunal  as  ui'ual  in  the  Forum  j  and  to  make  the 
People  feel  their  Power,  either  fined  or  whipt 
thofe  Citizens  that  did  not. appear  the  very  mo- 
ment they  were  called  to  give  their  Names,  and 
often  without  the  leall:  regard  to  Julfice.  A  Pro- 
ceeding fo  fevere  already  began  to  alienate  the  Peo- 
ple's Hearts  5  and  the  unjuil  and  violent  manner, 
in  which  the  Confuls  attempted  to  lift  for  a  com- 
mon Soldier  a  Plebeian  that  had  been  a  Centurion, 
made  their  Difcontent  break  out  into  A6lion. 

This  Plebeian^  named  P.  Volero,  had  diftin- 
guilhed  himfelf  in  the  Wars  by  his  Valour,  and 
v/as  efteemed  a  good  Officer.  Neverthelefs,  with- 
out regard  to  his  pall  Services,  or  the  Pofts  he  had 
born,  he  was  fummoned  to  lift  himfelf  as  a  com- 
mon Soldier.  He  refufed  to  obey,  and  complain'd 
publicly  that  the  Confuls  only  wanted  to  difgracc 
him  becaufe  he  was  ^Plebeian.  Thofe  Magiftrates, 
upon  his  Refufal,  fent  a  Li6lor  to  feize  himj  and 
upon  his  making  Refiftance,  ordered  that  he 
ihou'd  be  beaten  with  Rods,  a  Punifhment  which 
the  Generals  ufed  to  infli6t  upon  their  mutinous 
Soldiers.  They  go  to  take  hold  of  his  Perfon  5 
but  Volero  full  of  Courage  and  Indignation  pufhcs 
back  the  Liftor,  and  ftriking  him  a  Blow  on  the 
Face  implores  at  the  fame  time  the  Prote^lion 
of  the  Tribunes.  As  they  feemed  to  give  no  Re- 
gard to  his  Cries  :  "  I  appeal  to  the  People,  fays 
"he,  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  Confuls,  fince 
*'  our  Tribunes,  intimidated  by  your  Power,  had 
"  rather  fee  a  Citizen  abufed  even  in  their  Prc- 
"  fence,  than  expoie  themfelves  to  be  ftrangled  in 
"  their  Beds  like  Gemitms.'"  Then  turning  to  the 
People,   who  feemed   provoked   at   the  Violence 
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that  wag  offered  him  :  "  Affid:  me,  Comrades, 
"  cried  hej  we  have  no  other  Remedy  left  us  a- 
"  gainil  To  great  a  Tyranny  but  Force. 

The  People,  animated  by  this  Difcourfe,  take 
Fire,  rife  up,  attack  the  Lidors  that  guarded  the 
Conluls.  They  break  their  Fafces^  they  difperfe 
them  J  the  IVlajedy  of  the  CoBfulfhip  is  not  able 
to  withhold  the  People's  Fury,  and  the  Confuls 
are  forced  to  fly  and  hide  themfelves. 

The   Senate   immediately   meets ;   tlie  Confuls 
make  their  Report  of /^o/fro's  Rebellion,  and  con- 
clude, that  he  ought  to  be  punilhed  as  a  Diflur- 
ber  of  the  public  Peace,  and  thrown  down  from 
the  Tarpe'ian  Rock.     The  Tribunes,  on  the  con- 
trary, demand  Juftice  upon  the  Confuls,  and  com- 
plain that  thofe  Magiilrates,  in  Contempt  of  the 
Lex  Valeria^  und  of  an  Appeal  to  the  Aflembly 
of  the  Roman  People,   fhou'd  offer  to  fcourge  a 
brave  Citizen   in  fo  ignominious  a  manner,  as  if 
he  had  been   the  vileil  Slave :    A  new  Caufe  of 
DilTcntion  between  thofe  two  Orders  of  the  Re- 
public.    P^okro^   who  fear'd   the  Power  of  the 
Confuls,   demanded  the  Tribunefhip ,   which  he 
looked  upon  as  an  inviolable  Afylum^  which  would 
fhelter  him  from  the  Fury  of  his  Enemies.     To 
obtain  that  Oiiice,  he  boalled  in  a  public  Aflera- 
bly,  that  if  ever  he  were  invedeu  with  that  Dig- 
nity, he  wou'd  take  fuch  Methods,  that  the  Peo- 
ple ihoLi'd  never  be  cpprefs'd  by  the  Senate's  Power 
for  the  future. 

The  Plebeians^  who  were  always  the  IVIajority 
in   thofe  Aflemblies,   charmed   with    the   Hopes 
which  Volero  gave   them,   granted  him  all  their 
Voices.     He  was  cleded  Tribune,  in  fpite  of  allVoIcro 
the  Cabals  and  Briffues  of  the  Patricians  \  he  en-f'^^^  ^"" 
ter'd  upon  the  Exercife  of  that  Fun<5tion  in  the 
Confulatis   of  L.  Pinarius   and    P.  Furius.     Thr  Year  of 
People,   who  obferved   every  Step  he  took,   ex-  Rome 
pe6ted  that  to  revenge  himfelf. of  the  tv/o  Con-^^'* 
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fulars,  who  had  ill  treated  him,  he  woii'd  imme- 
diately profccute  them  in  the  way  of  Juilicej  but 
he  had  tarther  Views.  He  turned  his  Refentmenc 
upon  the  whole  Body  of  the  Senate,  and  under- 
took to  deprive  them  of  the  Authority  they  had 
in  the  Election  of  the  Tribunes. 
Vokro  We  have  already  faid,  that  there  was  then  buc 

eftablijhes  two  Ways  of  convening   the  Aflemblies  of  the 
the  Eleai-  ^Q^^yi^  People,   one  by  Cim£^  and  the  other  by 
7'mes  ?«'  Cienturies.     The   Difference   between   them   was, 
the  AJfejn-  that  in  the  Afiemblies  by  Cun£  the  Voices  were 
hl-j  by       counted  by  their  Number,  which  gave  the  Peo- 
Tribes.      pj^  ^^^  Superiority  }  whereas  in  the  Aflemblies  by 
Centuries^  as  the  Richer  fort  compofed  alone  more 
Centuries  than  all  the  People,  the  Advantage  lay- 
wholly  on  their  fide.     In  other  refpefts,  the  way 
of  convening  both  thofe  Aflemblies  was  the  fame; 
that  Prerogative  belonged  to  the  Senate  :    And  as 
in  thole  Days  none  but  Patricians  cou'd  be  Au- 
gurs, they  were  the  Men  that  took  the  Aufpices. 
Vokro   perceiving   that    the    Authority   of   thofe 
Augurs,   joyned  to  that  of  the   Senate,   had  a 
great  Influenj:e   in  both  Aflemblies,   refolved   to 
remove  the  tLleftion  of  the  Tribunes  out  of  the 
Afl^embly  b^?  Curi<£  into  an  AiPembly  held  another 
way. 
D.H.  l.g.      jlje  reprefented  to  the  People  in  a '  general  Af- 
fembly,  that  the  Senate  and  Patricians  were  abfo- 
lute  Mailers  of  the  Government;   that  the  chief 
Dipnities  of  the  Republic,  all  Oflicers  Civil  and 
Military,  and  that  of  the  Prieflhood  itfelf,   were 
confined  to  their  Order.    That  befides  thefe  par- 
ticular Advantages,  they  had  alfo  the  Prerogative 
of  determining  by  a  Sefiatusconfultum  when  any 
Aflembly  fliould  be  held,   of  prefiding  in  it,  of 
preparing  the  Deliberation   by  Aufpices,   which 
the  Minifl:ers   of  Religion,   Patricians  by  Birth, 
always  interpreted  according  to  the  Views  and  In- 
■      tcveils  of  their  own  Order ;  and  lallly,  that  a  new 
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Senatusconfultum  mud  be  obtained  to  confirm  what 
was  there  refolved  on.  That  by  means  of  thefe 
various  Privileges  which  they  had  got  into  their 
own  Hands,  they  had  but  little  Jefs  Power  in  the 
Aflemblies  held  by  Curla^  tho'  there  the  Voices 
were  gathered  by  Tale,  than  in  thofe  where  the 
Votes  were  reckoned  only  by  Centuries.  That 
it  was  high  time  to  break  all  thefe  Chain,',  which 
the  Senate  had  formed  to  fliackle  the  Suffrages 
of  the  Plebeians.  He  demanded  that  the  Ele- 
ction of  Tribunes  ihou'd  be  made  for  the  future 
in  an  Aflembly  by  'Tribes^  where  all  the  Rom.zn 
Citizens  that  then  compofed  the  thirty  Ttibes,  as 
well  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country,  as  thofe  of 
the  City,  were  equally  allowed  a  Vote,  without 
fubjeftion  to  any  Senatusconfulta  or  to  the  influence 
of  the  Augurs. 

All  the  Plebeians  warmly  declared  for  a  Propo- 
fal,  which  by  freeing  them  and  their  Magilfrates 
from  their  Dependance  upon  the  Confuls,  brought 
a  new  Acceflion  of  Power  to  the  People  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Authority  of  the  Senate.  The 
Confuls,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Senate  and  the 
whole  Order  of  Patricians  oppofcd  it  with  all 
their  Might.  They  reprefented  in  divers  Affem- 
blies  held  upon  this  Affair,  that  fo  dangerous  a 
I^aw  cou'd  not  be  received  without  a  daring  Con- 
tempt of  the  Gods,  and  of  all  that  was  moil:  holy 
in  Religion,  and  that  it  mull  break  thofe  Bonds 
which  tied  the  Citizens  one  to  another,  and  ruin 
that  Subordination  which  was  fo  necelTary  for 
the  maintaining  of  Peace  and  Union  among  the 
feveral  Orders  of  the  State.  Each  Party  flood  up 
for  their  Pretenfions  with  equal  Animoiity.  It 
was  the  common  SubjeCl  of  all  Difputes  between 
thofe  two  Orders  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
Contefl  about  the  Partition  of  the  Lands  was 
dropt  J  all  the  Endeavours  of  the  Great  and  of 
the  People  feemed  to  be  fixed  upon  the  Decifion 
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of  this  Affair,  nor  cou'd  any  Man  forefce  which 
way  it  wou'd  end. 

A  dreadful  Peitilence,  which  infeded  both  the 
City  and  Country,  interrupted  the  Courfe  of  thefe 
Difientions.     Each  being  taken  up  with  his  par- 
ticular Lofles  and  his  own  Prefervation,  lefs  At- 
tention was  given  to  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Public. 
But  this  Calamity  proving  as  fhort  as  it  was  vio- 
lent, the  Tribunes  immediately  refumed  their  Pro- 
Volero      fecution  of  the  Law  propofed  by  Folero.     That 
continued,  p^p^j^^j.  Magiftrate  being  jufl:  out  of  his  Office, 
the  People,  who  thought  they  cou'd  not  fucceed 
without  his  Affirtance,  continued  him  in  the  Tri- 
bunefhip  for  the  following  Year,  notwithllanding 
all  the  Caballing  and  Oppofition  made  by  the  Pa- 
triciam. 
7he  Senate      The  Senate  thought  it  neceiTary  to  fet  up  a- 
j'ets  Appi-  gainll  him  a  Man  of  a  refolute  Charafter,  and  one 
us  againjJ  ^^^  ^^  ^^  fliaken  by  the  Clamours  and  Menaces 
Tear  of     of  the  People.     They  pitched  upon  Jppius  Clau- 
Romc       dius^  and  raifed  him  to   the  Confulfhip  without 
282.         i^js  Participation.     It  was  obferved  that  he  was 
D.H.  1.9.  ^^  far  from  making  Intereft  for  that  high  Port, 
that  he  did  not  fo  much  as  appear  in  the  Aflem- 
bly  on  the  Day  of  Eleftion.     He  had  inherited 
his  Father's  inviolable  Adherence  to  the  Senate's 
Interefts  j  but  the  heroical  Conftancy  of  the  for- 
mer  was   degenerated   into  Severity  in  the  Son. 
He  was  a  Man   naturally   proud,   tho'  withont 
Ambition,  was  always  for  carrying  things  with  a 
high  Hand,  and  for  owing  nothing  to  Perfuafion, 
or  to  that  artful  Management  which  is  fo  necef- 
fary  in  the  Government  of  a  free  People.     They 
gave  him  for  his  Colleague  1'.  ^dnt'ius^  who  was 
of  a  Chara6ter  diredly  oppolitc ,   naturally  mild 
and  infinuating,  and  one  that  had  found  ways  to 
get  the  Love  of  the  People,  tho' he  was  looked  up- 
on to  be  one  of  the  principal  Leaders  of  the  Party 
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of  the  Nobility.  The  Senate  chofe  him  on  pur- 
pofe,  hoping  that  his  Counfels  and  Example  wou'd 
rofcen  what  was  too  haifh  and  haughty  in  the 
Manners  oi  Jppius. 

Thefe  two  Confuls  being  entered  upon  the  Ex- 
ecution of  their  Office,  immediately  convened  the 
Senate.  The  Bufinefs  was  to  think  of  the  moft 
proper  Methods  for  hindring  the  Publication  of 
Fokro'%  Law. 

jUppius  advifed,  that  upon  fome  Pretence,  which 
is  never  wanting  between  Neighbours,  a  new 
War  fhou'd  be  immediately  undertaken.  He  re- 
prefented,  that  the  Senate  being  to  govern  a  Peo- 
ple of  an  unquiet  Genius,  greedy  of  Novelties, 
and  incited  by  feditious  Tribunes,  Experience  had 
fhewn  that  they  cou'd  never  have  Peace  within 
the  State,  but  when  they  carried  the  War  abroad, 
and  led  the  People  out  of  a  City  where  Idle- 
nefs  nouriflied  a  Spirit  of  Murmuring  and  Re- 
bellion. 

^iiintins  was  of  a  contrary  Opinion  j  he  Hiid, 
he  thought  it  unjuft  to  make  War  upon  Nations 
againft  whom  the  Republic  had  not  then  any 
Caufe  of  Complaint  j  that  the  People  themfelves 
wou'd  quickly  perceive  the  Senate's  Intent  in  fo 
'doing,  and  if  they  refufed  to  take  Arms,  they 
mull  ufe  Force  to  compel  them  5  which  cou'd  not 
fail  of  railing  a  Sedition,  wherein  it  was  to  be 
fear'd  the  Majefty  of  the  Senate  might  be  expofed 
to  Infults.  As  ^uintius  was  this  Month  in  Pof- 
feflion  of  the  Li6cors,  and  of  the  chief  Authority, 
his  Colleague  was  obliged  to  yield  to  his  Senti- 
ments, which  were  followed  by  the  Majority  of 
the  Senate. 

In  the  mean  time  VoJero^  being  fullv  refolved  Yohroen- 
to  cffeft  his  Defigns,  was  no  fooner  entered  up-  ^^fg^^  the 
on  his  fecond  Tribunate,  but  he  propofed  a- new  -iazo. 
the  Law  for  AlfetribHes  of  the  People  by  Tribes. 
He  added,   in  Conjunftion  with  his  Colleagues, 
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that  he  demanded  m  favour  of  the  People,  that  the 
jEdilcs  Ihou'd  be  chofe  in  them  as  well  as  the  Tri- 
bunes, and  that  they  jfhou'd  have  Cognizance  of  all 
AflFaus  which  the  People  had  a  Right  to  determine: 
Which  indeed  was  neither  more  nor  lei's  than  con- 
veying the  whole  Authority  of  the  Government 
oat  of  the  Hands  of  the  Senate,  into  thofe  of  the 
People.     The  Senate  was  convened   again  upon 
thefe  extraordinary  Propofals.     ^untius^  naturally 
good-natur'd,  and   a  thorough  Republican,   tho' 
without  being  popular,  was  for  conceding  fome- 
what  in  favour  of  a  brave  People,  from  whom,  he 
faid,   the  Republic  daily  received  important  Ser- 
TheSe-      vices.     But  Jppius^  haughty  and  fevere,  averred, 
naic'sOt-  f^-j.^^  [jiey  Hiou'd  betray  the  Senate's  Intereil  by  an 
pojiiionto   ji-j^^jigei^ce  which  would  Ihow  not  fo  much  the 
Mercy  as  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Government.^  That 
the  Tribunes,  when  they  had  thus  ftripp'd  them  of 
their  Power,   wou'd   think   they  did  them  great 
Favour  if  they  left  them  fo  much  as  the  Enfigns 
of  tl^cir  Dignity.     He  concluded,   that  after  fo 
many  vain  Speeches,  which  had  been  made  upon 
this  fime  Subje<5l,   nothing  but  a  bold  ftroke  of 
Authority  was  capable  of  putting   a  Hop  to  the 
fcditious  Enterprizes  of  the  Tribunes.     That  the 
Patricians^  with  their  Clients,  ought  to  take  Arms, 
drive  the  People  out  of  the  Forum^  and  fall  upon 
all  without  diftindion  that  dared  to  be  the  Pro- 
testors of  fo  pernicious  a  Law.     This  Advice  was 
reieSled  as  too  violent,  and  even  dangerous.     The 
Senate  came  to  a  Temperament  j  They  defired  of 
the  TribiTies  -that  they  wou'd  banifh  out  of  the 
public  Aflemblies  thofe  tumultuous  Contefts  and 
Difputes,  in  the  Confufion  of  which  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  dillinguifh  what  was  Juftice  and  Reafonj 
that  the  Confuls  too  might  peaceably,  and  witii- 
out  interruption,  reprefent  to  the  People  the  true 
Interefts  of  the  Commonwealth  j   and  that  then 
they  might  in  concert  agree  upon  fuch  mcafures 
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as  {hou'd  be  moifc   conformable   to  tl»e   common 
Good  of  the  People  and  of  the  Senate. 

The  Tribunes  durll  not  refufe  to  come  into  Co 
equitable  a  Propofal.  ^.intius  mounted  the  Ro- 
firum  5  he  fpoke  in  fo  lively  and  to  affectionate  a 
manner  of  the  Advantages  of  Peace,  and  the  Ca- 
lamities that  attended  Divifions  and  Innovations  in 
the  Laws,  that  if  Apfius  had  not  fpoken  immedi- 
ately after  him,  the  People  feemed  inclined  to  have 
rejected  Fokro's  Propofil. 

But  that  Conful,   who  underftood   no  way  of 
dealing  with  Men,  but  with  a  high  Hand,  inftead 
of  making  the  true  Ufe  of  the  Imprcffion  which 
his  Colleague's  Difcourfe  had  made  in  the  Minds 
of  his  Audience,  fell  into  Invecbives,   which  had 
the  very  fame  Effe6t  as  the  fcditious  Harangues  of 
the  Tribunes,  and  only  irritated  xhc  Plebeians  ufrefli, 
and  gave  them  a  new   Averfion   to  the  Senate. 
He  upbraided  them  in  ExprefTions  difagreeable  to  Applus'^ 
the  Senate  itfelf,  and  odious  to  the  People,  with  /-'•^/^A/ 
their  firil  Defertion   upon  the  Mons  Saccr^   and '^•^^^'^'^^■• 
the  Ere6lion  of  the  Tribunefhip,   which  he  faid 
was  extorted  from  the  Senate,   only  by  an  open 
Revolt,   and  the  Danger  of  a  Civil  War  :   That 
it  was   no  wonder  a  Tribunal   fet  up  by  Rebels 
fhou'd  produce  nothing  but  Tumults  and  Difcords, 
which  wou'd  never  end  but  with  the  entire  Sub- 
verfion  of  the  Republic-,   that  even  already  few 
or  no  Footfteps   were  left   of  the  ancient  Form 
of  Government  :   That   the  mnft    facred    Laws 
were  aboliilied  j    the  Confular  Power  defpifed , 
and  the  Dignity  of  the  Senate  debafed  ;  That  their 
Impudence  was  now  grown  to  fuch  a  heighth, 
that   they  were  for  excluding  from  the  Election 
of  Tribunes  the  Senatusconfulta  and  the  Jufpices^ 
that  is  to  lay,  all  that  was  moft  Sacred  and  moit 
Venerable  in  Religion  and  the  State  ;    that  e'er 
long  they  wou'd  quite  abolifh  the  Senate,  whofe 
Power  they  were  actually  diminifhing  every  Day, 
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in  order  to  raife  upon  its  Ruins  a  Supreme  Coun- 
cil of  the  Tribunes  of  the  People.  He  prayed  the 
Gods  to  deprive  him  of  Life,   rather  than  fuffcr 
him  to  be  Spectator  of  fo  llrange  a  Revolution. 
'  And  to  give  you  at  once,   adds  he,  turning  to 
'  the  People,  a  full  Knowledge  of  my  Sentiments, 
'  I  declare  that  I  will  for  ever  refolutely  oppofe 
'  the  Promulgation  of  fo  unjuft  a  Law  ;    and  I 
'  hope,  before  your  Tribunes  have  brought  it  to   • 
'  bear,  I  fhall  make  you  know  the  Extent  of  the 
'  Power  of  a  Conful. 
Great  Fer-      It  was  not  without  the  hotted  Rage  and  In- 
laents  be-   dignation   that  the  People  heard  fo   injurious  a 
ConfulT  Difcourfe.     The  old^ll  of  the  Tribunes,  named' 
mdTri-    LeBorius^  who  was  accounted  one  of  the  braveft 
bunes.        Soldiers  in  the  Republic,  anfwered  him,  that  no 
D.H.  ibid.  Body  was  then  to  learn  that  he  came  of  a  Family 
J 'T  2    *  wherein  Infolence  and  Inhumanity  were  Heredi- 
tary 5   that  his  Father  was  the  moil  bitter  Enemy 
the  People  ever  had,  and  that  he  himfelf  was  lefs 
their  Conful  than  their  Tyrant.     Rut  that  he  de- 
clared to  him  in  his  turn,  that  fpite  of  his  Dig- 
nity, and  his  Power  of  a  Conful,   the  Elections 
of  the  Tribunes   and  that   of  the  Mdiles  fliou'd 
for  the  future  he  made  in  the  Comltia  of  Tribes. 
He  fwore  by  all  that  was  moft  Sacred,   that  he 
wou'd  lofe  his  Life,   or  get  the  Law  pafs'd  that 
very  Day.     At  the  fame  time  he  commanded  the 
Conful  to   depart   the  AfTembly,   that   he  might 
make  no  Difturbance  in  the  Collcdion  of  the  Suf- 
frages. 

Applus  defpifed  his  Order,  and  cried  out  to  him 
that  he  wou'd  have  him  to  know  that  tho'  a  Tri- 
D.H.  ibid,  bune,  he  was  no  more  than  a  private  Man,  with- 
1-9-  ■  out  any  real  Magillracy,  and  whofe  whole  Power 
confiftcd  in  forming  an  Oppofition  to  fuch  De- 
crees of  the  Senate  as  might  be  prejudicial  to  the 
Plebeians.  Thereupon  calling  about  him  his  Re- 
lations, his  Friends  and  his  Clients,  who  were  very 

numerous, 
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numerous,  he  prepared  to  oppofe  Force  to  Forcp. 
Lecioriiis  having  conferr'd  tumultuoufly  with  his 
Colleagues  caul'ed  Proclamation  to  be  made  by 
a  Herald,  that  the  College  of  Tribunes  decreed 
that  the  Conful  fhou'd  be  led  to  Prifon  :  And 
immediately  an  Officer  belonging  to  that  Tribune 
had  the  Prefumption  to  offer  to  feize  upon  the 
chief  M-Jgiflrate  of  the  Republic.  But  the  Se- 
nators, the  Patricians^  and  that  Multitude  of  Cli- 
ents which  attended  Jppius^  placed  him  in  the 
middle  of  'cm,  and  repulfed  the  Officer.  Le^o- 
rius^  tranfported  with  Anger,  advanced  himfelf  to 
affill  him,  and  called  upon  the  People  for  their 
Aid.  The  Multitude  rifes  j  the  mod:  mutinous 
joyn  the  Tribune  5  nothing  is  heard  but  confufed 
Cries  proceeding  from  mutual  Animofiry.  From 
Reproaches  they  quickly  come  to  Blows  j  and  as 
in  thofe  Days  it  was  unlawful  to  wear  Swords  in 
the  City,  each  Party  makes  Arms  of  Benches,  or 
Stones,  or  any  thing  they  can  lay  Hands  on.  It 
is  very  likely  this  Commotion  had  not  ended  with- 
out the  fpilling  of  much  Blood,  had  not  ^dntiiis 
got  feme  Conllilars  and  ancient  Senators  to  con- 
vey Jppius  fi'om  this  Tumult,  while  he  laboured 
to  appeafe  the  Tribunes.  But  Night  coming  on, 
more  than  any  thing  elfe,  obliged  the  two  Par- 
ties, equally  irritated  againft  each  other,  to  fepa- 
rate. 

The  Tumult  began  again  next  Morning.  The 
People  fpirited  up  by  their  Tribunes,  and  efpeci- 
ally  by  LeSlorius  who  had  been  wounded  the  Night 
before,  get  pofleifion  of  the  Capitol,  fortify  thcm- 
felves  there,  and  feem  refolved  to  begin  an  open 
War.  The  Senate  on  their  part  alfemblcs,  as  well 
to  deliberate  upon  Ways  to  quiet  the  Sedition,  as 
to  reconcile  the  two  Confuls  -,  the  firfl  of  which 
being  the  more  moderate,  was  for  conceding 
fomething  in  Favour  of  the  People,  whereas  y^- 
fius  protetled,  that  he  wou'd  fooner  die  than  con- 

P  4  Tent 
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fent  to  give  up  the  le-aft  Point  to  a  feditious  Rab- 
ble.   This  Diforder  lafted  feveral  Days,    ^mntius, 
who  was  not  difagrceable  to  the  Multitude,   ac- 
cofts  the  Tribunes,  foochs  them,  and  intreats  them 
to  facrifice  their  private  Rcfentnnenrs  to  the  Pub- 
lic Good,  and  to  reftore  the  City  to  Peace  and 
Concord.     The  Tribunes  anfwer,  that   his  Col- 
league was  the  Man  he  fliou'd  apply  to,  and  that 
he  alone  was  the  Caufe  of  the  Divifion  that  ra- 
ged in  the  Republic.     That  they  thought  it  was 
no  unjuil  thing  they  propofed,  in  demanding  that 
the  Ele6lion  of  Tribunes  ihou'd  be  made  only  in 
an  Aflembly  by  Tribes.     That  this  excluded  nei- 
ther the   Senators,   nor   the  Patricians^   nor   the 
Knights,  who  all  were  infcribed  in  fome  of  the 
Thirty  Tribes,   and   confcquently  v/ou'd   always 
have  their  v/eight  in  the  Afiemblies  by  Tribes  as 
private  Citizens.     That  the  People  defired  only 
that  they  might  not  prefide  in  them,  but  that  this 
Honour  might  be  allowed  their  particular  Magi- 
ftrates.    That  whenever  this  unexceptionable  Law 
was  admitted,  the  City  wou'd  quickly  he  reftor'd 
to  Peace ;  tho'  they  woti'd  not  however  fiiy,  that 
they  wou'd  defift  from  profecuting  Appins  after- 
wards, for  having  wounded  Ledforius^  whofe  Per- 
fon  was  Sacred. 

^lintius  replied  with  much  Gentlenefs,  that  in 
fo  great  a  Diforder  as  had  then  happened,  it  was 
impoflible  to  charge  Appius  with  the  Tribune's 
Wound  more  than  any  Body  eife  5  that  he  wou'd 
bave  them  forget  this  particular  Injury  for  the 
fake  of  the  Public  Peace,  and  make  a  Compli- 
ment of  it  to  the  Senate.  From  thence  he  took 
occafion  to  infinoate  to  them,  that  it  was  not  un- 
likely the  Senate,  with  their  ufualGoodnefs,  might 
comply  with  the  Law  in  favour  of  the  People,  if 
they  referred  it  abfolutely  to  their  Decifion  5  that 
this  was  perhaps  the  fureft  way  to  fuccecd  :  Where- 
as if  the  People  pretended  to  carry  it  by  Force, 
'  there 
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there  would  always  be  found  a  great  number  of 
young  Senators  and  Patricians  that  would  make 
it  a  point  of  Honour  to  refill  them. 

The  Tribunes,  who  knew  ^intius's  Prudence, 
were  well  Hitisfiedhe  wou'd  never  have  made  them 
fuch  Advances  without  being  beforehand  alTured  of 
the  Senate's  Difpofition :  And  as  all  that  was  now 
to  be  done  was  by  a  Teeming  Deference  to  fave  the 
Honour  of  that  Body,  the  Tribunes,  contented 
with  having  the  eflential  part  granted  them,  did 
not  quarrel  about  the  Form :  They  afllired  ^dn- 
tiiis  that  the  People  wou'd  ftand  to  whatever  he 
ihou'd  tranfaft  with  the  Senate  on  their  part.  The 
Tribunes  took  this  Courfe  the  more  readily,  be- 
caufe  it  did  not  at  all  bind  their  Succeflbrs,  who 
might  refume  the  Profecution  of  the  Law  the 
next  Year,  if  the  Senate's  Refolutions  were  not 
ilich  as  the  People  expeded. 

^lintiiis  having  left   the  Tribunes,   convened  Quintius 
the   Senate,  to  whom  he  gave  an  Account  oftheir^^'"^'^'^^ 
prefent   Inclination.     He  then  asked  the  Opinion  ''^Jtg\g  ^' 
of  the  Confulars,    beginning    with    P.  VaUrins  yield ts the 
PuhlicoJa.     That  Senator  faid,  that  the  Tribune's  ^^^Z'''?- 
V/ound  not  being  the  Effect  of  any  perfonal  QLiar- 
rel  between  Appius  and  Le^orius^  he  thought  the 
Refentment  of  it  ihou'd  be  buried  in  an  Oblivion 
of  the  Tumult  it  felf  that  had  occafion'd  it.     But 
that  as  to  the  Main  of  the  Qiieilion,  which  was, 
Whether  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  debate  the  Law 
before  it  was  propofed  to  the  People,  and  whether 
they  {hou'd  allow  AiTemblics  to  be  held  for  chu- 
fing  Tribunes,   without  a  Senatusconfultum^  and 
without  Aufpices,  he  fhou'd  guide  himfelf  for  his 
particular  by  what  Ihou'd  be  determined  by  Plu- 
ralitv  of  Voices, 

This  Confular  did  not  think  fit  to  explain  him- 
felf firll  upon  fo  delicate  a  Point,  probably  out  of 
confideration  for  the  People,  whom  the  Patrici- 
ans and  Senators  of  the  Valerian  Family,  fince  the 

time 
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XwciZ  o^  Valerius  Puhlkola^  and  from  his  Example, 
took  great  care  to  pleafe.      The  Affair  however 
was  difputed  with  much  Heat:    ^ui ^lint in s^ who 
was  naturally  perfuaiive,  managed  the  feveral  Spi- 
rits he  had  to  deal  with  fo  artfully,  that  he  at  length 
brought  the  Senate  to  yield  to  the  People  this  o- 
ther  part  alfo  of  their  Authority.     Appius  oppofed 
it  with  all  his  might  j  he  called  both  Gods  and 
Men  to  witnefs,  that  the  Republic  was  betrayed, 
and  that  they  were  fubmirting  to  a  Law  more  de- 
trimental to  the  lawful  Authority  of  the  Senate, 
than  thofe  which  had  been  promulgated  upon  the 
Mons  Sacer.     But  he  cou'd  not  {hake  the  Rcfolu- 
tion  of  the  ancient  Senators :  They  very  well  knew, 
that,  tho'  the  Conful  depended  only  upon  the  Se- 
nate, each  particular  Senator  on  the  contrary,  was, 
in  a  manner,   in  the  Power  of  the  People,  who, 
fince  the  bufinefs  o't  Coriolanus^  had  created  them- 
Tearof      Selves  a  right  of  trying  the  Patricians.    Thus  either 
RomezSz.  the  Love  of  Peace,  or  Fear  of  the  Tribunes  Refent- 
D.  H.  1.9.  menr.  united  infeniiblv  moil  of  the  Voices  iw^uin- 
1'  Z,^^'  tiiis's  Opinion.     The  Law  was  publifhed  with  the 
Confent  of  both  Orders,  and  they  now  for  the  firil; 
time  elecled  Tribunes  in  an  AfTembly  convened  by 
Tribes,   Pifo  theHiilorian,  as  L/i;>' informs  us,  fays 
that  five  Tribunes  were  ele61:ed  j  that  no  more  than 
two  had  been  created  upon  the  Mons  Sacer.^  to  whom 
three  more  were  added  upon  this  occafion.    How- 
ever this  be,  Jppius^  who  was  yet  more  provoked 
with  the  Senate  than  with  the  People  themfelves, 
faid  it' was  fcandalous  in  them  to  abandon  him  in 
an  Enterprize  which  they  themfelves  had  engaged 
him  in,  by  raifing  him  to  a  Dignity  which  he  ne- 
ver courted.     He  employed  it  afterwards  only  to 
make  xhtPkheiafis  feel  that  the  Vi61;ory  which  their 
Tribunes  had  gained  over  the  Senate,  had  not  in 
the  lead  quelled  his  Coui  ige. 
^PPJ?%  ,       The  yEqiti  and  the  Folia  during  thefe  Divifions, 
l,y  his        according  to  their  old  Cuftom,  had  made  Inroads 

Jr7ny.  Upon 
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upon  the  Terricories  of  the  Republic.     The  Ro- 
man Legions  were  compofed  wholly  of  Plebeians^ 
who  were  Citizens  in  the  Winter,  and  Soldiers  in 
the  Summer  when  abroad.     The  two  Confuls  di- 
vided them  between  them  j  ^lintius  marched  a- 
gainft  the  JEqui^  and  Jppius  commanded  the  Ar- 
my appointed  againll  the  Volfc'i.      That  General 
feeing  himfelf  now  out  o^  Rome^  and  pofTcfTed  of 
the  abfolute  Authority  of  a   military  Command, 
caufed  Difcipline  to  be  obferved  with  a  Severity, 
which  the  Soldiers  looked  upon  not  fo  much  as 
a  neceflary  Regularity,  as  a  Revenge  for  Things 
pali.     The  Rigoroufnefs  with  which  he  iifed  his 
Power  irritated  the  whole  Army.     Centurions  and 
Soldiers,  all   murmured   at   the  General's  Orders. 
A  fort  of  Confpiracy  was  formed,  rather  againfl 
his  Glory  than  againft  his  Life:  The  Soldiers,  toI^H.  l.g. 
hinder  him  from  conquering  and  fo  receiving  the  ^'^-J^^*^- 
Honours  of  the  Triumph,  refolved  by  Agreement  ^onaras. 
not  to  oppofe  the  Enemies  Enterprizes.     The  p^ol-  Flor.  1.  \. 
fci  having  offered  Battel,  and  Appius  having  drawn  2-  ^z- 
his  Army  out  of  their  Camp  to  fight  them,  the  j^^  ^  ^^* 
i?o;;r?^;^j  at  the  Approach  of  the  Enemy  threw  away 
their  Arms,  and  fled  fhamefully,  thinking  they  did 
not  pay  too  dear  for  the  Affront  they  put  upon 
their  General,  if  it  cofl  them  only  the  lofs  of  their 
own  Honour. 

Jppius  in  Dcfpair  runs  every  way  to  rally  and 
bring  them  on  again  to  the  Fight.  He  intreats 
and  threatens  in  vain  ;  feme  get  out  of  the  way  to 
avoid  receiving  his  Commands;  others  without 
being  in  the  leafl  wounded,  fliew  him  Bandages, 
which  they  had  put  on  purpofe  about  the  found 
Parts  of  their  Body,  and  call  out  that  they  muft 
be  led  back  to  the  Camp  to  be  dreft:  All  rufli  in- 
to it  without  waiting  for  Orders  fo  to  do.  The 
Volfci  take  Advantage  of  this  Confufion,  and  after 
having  cut  to  Pieces  thofe  that  fled  in  the  Rear, 
they  attack  the  Intrenchments.  But  then  the  Sol- 
i  diers, 
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diersj  fearing  the  Enemy  might  break  into  their 
Camp,  face  about  in  the  Intrenchments,  make  a 
brave  Refiftance,  and  drive  back  the  Volfct^  the' 
without  purfuing  them,  being  fatisfied  with  having  , 
Ihewn  their  General  that  they  cou'd  have  con- 
quered had  they  pleafed. 

Jppius^  yet  more  enraged  at  this  frefh  Infult, 
than  at  their  Flight,  was  refolved  next  Day  to  af- 
femble  his  Army,  and  place  himfelf  in  his  Tribu- 
nal, to  make  «n  Example  of  the  Mutinous.  But 
the  Soldiers  gave  no  heed  to  the  Signal  that  called 
them  to  the  Aflembly.  They  loudly  demanded  of 
their  Officers  to  be  led  out  of  the  Enemy's  Terri- 
tories, where  they  mufl  inevitably  be  defeated. 
Thofe  Officers-,  finding  there  was  neither  Difci- 
pline  nor  Obedience  left  in  the  Army,  advifed  the 
General  not  to  hazard  his  Authority  in  a  Conteft 
with  fuch  mutinous  Spirits.  Jppius^  incenfed  be- 
yond all  Patience  at  this  Revolt,  broke  up  his 
Camp :  But  as  he  was  in  March,  the Fo'fci^  having 
received  Intelligence  of  his  Motions  by  fome  De- 
ferter,  with  dreadful  Cries  fall  upon  his  Rear. 
Terror  flies  thro'  the  whole  Army,  and  reaches 
the  moft  advanced  Bodies  j  every  one  flings  away 
his  Arms  5  thofe  that  bore  the  Enfigns  abandon 
them:  It  is  not  now,  as  before,  a  pretended  Rout. 
All  disband,  and  make  feveral  Ways  5  and  they  do 
not  rally  again  till  they  are  arrived  upon  the  Lands 
of  the  Republic. 

Jppius  having  pitched  his  Camp  in  a  place  that 
covered  the  Country,  and  where  he  cou'd  not  be 
conflrained  to  fight  againft  his  Will,  convenes  the 
AfTembly  a  fecond  time.  Being  feated  in  his  Tri- 
bunal, he  upbraided  the  Soldiers,  that  flood  round 
him,  with  their  Cowardice,  and  their  Treachery 
yet  more  criminal  than  their  want  of  Courage. 
He  asks  one  what  he  has  done  with  his  Armsj 
and  thofe  that  bore  the  Enfigns,  whether  they  had 
delivered  them  up   to  the  Enemy.     Giving  full 

Scope 
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Scope  10  his  natural  Sevcriiy,  which  was  augment- 
ed by  a  juil  Refentment  of  their  Defertion,  he  de- 
cimated, that  is,  put  every  Te^ith  Man  to  death  a- 
mong  the  Soldiers,  and  cut  off  the  Heads  of  Cen- 
turions and  other  Officers  that  had  left  their  Polls. 
As  the  time  of  the  Comitia  for  the  Election  of 
Confuls  for  the  next  Year  drew  near,  he  led  back 
to  Ro7nc  the  Wreck  of  his  Army,  which  entered 
it  with  the  {hame  of  Punifliment  in  their  Face, 
and  a  violent  Third  of  Vengeance  in  their  Hearts. 

jipp'ms  gave  a  further  Provocation  to  the  Mul- 
titude, and  incurred  their  Hatred  anew,  by  the 
Oppofition  he  made  to  the  Endeavours  ufed  by 
,the  Tribunes  of  that  Year  for  'the  Jlgrarian  Law. 
Thofe  Magidratcs  of  the  People  had  no  fooner 
attained  the  Tribunefhip,  but  they  ftudied  to  diftin- 
guifh  themfelvcs  by  Propofals  pleafing  to  the  Mul- 
titude. Some  invented  new  Laws  5  others  rcfu- 
med  the  Profecution  of  fuch  as  had  not  yet  been 
pafled  j  and  the  Aim  of  all  was  only  to  fliare  with 
the  Senate  and  Patricians  the  Wealth,  the  Digni- 
ties, and  the  Magiftracies  of  the  Republic, 

It  was  in  the  Confulate  of  L.  Valerius  and  ^.  The  con- 
j^milius^  who  fuccceded  in  that  Dignity  to  ^in-  fuls  favour 
tius  and  Appius^  that  C.  Siclnius^  Tribune  of  the  ^^^  ^P^'. 
People,  and  Grandfon  of  the  fame  Sicinius  Bdlutus  ^yllr  of^' 
that  was  the  chief  Leader  of  the  Sedition  upon  Rome 
the  Mons  Sacer^  revived,  in  conjunftion  with  his  283. 
Colleagues,  the  old   Difpute  concerning  the  Par- 
tition of  thofe  Public  Lands  of  which  the  Patri- 
cians and  lichell  Inhabitants  oi  Rome  had  got  Pof- 
felHon. 

The  bufinefs  in  a  manner  depended  upon  theD.H.  1.9. 
Confuls,  who  by  the  Senatustonfultimi  made  in  the 
Confulate  of  Cajjius  and  Vlrginius  were  empower- 
ed to  nominate  Coramifiioners  to  proceed  to  the 
Enquiry  and  Divifion  of  thofe  Lands.  The  Tri- 
bunes had  the  Addrefs  to  gain  thofe  two  principal 
Magiflrates  of  the  Republic  over  to  their  Intereih. 

JLmiliiis 
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JEmilius  promifed  to  back  their  Pretenfions :  This 
Conful  took  fo  extraordinary  a  ftepout  of  Revenge 
againil  the  Senate,  for  having  refufed  his  Father 
the  Honours  of  Triumph  when  he  returned  victo- 
,  rious  from  a  War  againft  the  Mqui.  Valerius^  on 
his  part,  was  not  difpleafed  at  having  found  an 
occalion  of  making  his  Peace  with  the  People,  who 
cou'd  not  forgive  him  the  Death  of  CaJJlus^  whofe 
Accufer  he  had  made  himfelf  during  his  Qua:ftor- 
ihip. 

The  Tribunes  having  made  fure  of  the  twoCon- 
fuls,  brought  the  Affair  next  before  the  Senate. 
They  fpoke  with  great  Moderation,  and  befought 
that  Body  in  the  moft  fubmilHve  Terms,  to  con- 
defcend  at  length  to  do  the  People  Juiiice,  and 
that  the  Confuls  would  no  longer  delay  naming 
the  Decemvirs  that  were  to  regulate  the  Partition 
of  the  Lands.  The  two  Confuls  gave  to  under- 
Hand  by  their  Silence  that  they  did  not  oppofe  it. 
Valerius^  as  firil  Conful,  then  asked  the  Opinion 
of  the  reft  of  the  Senate,  beginning  with  jEmilius 
D.H.Ibid.  the  Father  of  his  Colleague.  That  ancient  Sena- 
tor declared  in  favour  of  the  People :  He  faid  he 
thought  nothing  cou'd  be  more  unjuft  than  to  fee 
private  Perfons  the  only  Gainers  by  the  Spoils  of 
the  Enemy,  while  the  red  of  the  Citizens  labour- 
ed under  Indigence  and  Mifery.  That  the  poor 
Plebeians  dreaded  the  Thoughts  of  having  Children, 
to  whom  they  cou'd  leave  nothing  but  their  own 
Wretchednefs  for  an  Inheritance  j  that  inftead  of 
cultivating  each  the  Portion  of  Land  thatbelong'd 
to  him,  they  were  obliged  to  work  for  Subfiftence 
like  Slaves  in  the  Ellates  of  the  Pati'kianss  and 
that  this  fervile  way  of  Life  was  not  very  proper 
to  form  the  Courage  of  a  Roman.  '  Thus,  fays 
'  that  old  Man,  I  vote  that  our  Confuls  name  the 
'  Decemvirs,  to  proceed  to  the  Divilion  of  thcfe 
'  Lands,  which  being  public  and  common,  ought 
'  to  be  for  the  equal  Benefit  of  All. 

Jpphis 


Book  III.    />/ ^/;^  Roman  Republic.  187 

Jpp'ius    oppofed    this    Advice  with    as  much  Appius  0/- 
Hau^hD-iefs  :is  if  he  had  been  a  third  Conful,  oxP'f"^^' 
indeed  as  if  he  had  been  invefted  with  a  perpetual  1°^^ 
Did'atorfliip.    He  anfweied  JEmilins^  that  the  Peo- 
ple cou'd  lay  the  Blame  of  their  Mifery  upon  no- 
thing but  their  own  Intemperance  j  that  they  had 
received  their  Portions  of  Land  at  the  very  Foun- 
dation of  Rome--,  that  oftner  than  once  the  Con- 
fuls  had  generoufly  given  angong  them  the  Booty 
won  upon   the  Dominions  of  the  Enemies,  and 
that  upon  a  thorough  Enquiry  it  wou'd  appear, 
that  thofe  who  had  received  the  greateft  Share  of 
thofe  foreign  Spoils  were  the  poorell:.     That  fo 
long  as  thofe  Plebeians  wallowed   as  they  did  in 
Debauchery  and  Lazincfs,  it  was  not  in  the  Power 
of  the  Republic  to  enrich  them;  that  above  fif- 
teen Coniulatcs  were  now  paif  fince  the  Semtus- 
confidtum  had  been  granted  for  the  Partition  of  the 
Lands,  and  in  all  that  time  not  one  of  the  pie- 
ceedingMagiftrates  had  ever  had  athought  of  put- 
ting it  in  Execution,  well  knowing  that  the  Se- 
nate's only  Defign  in  fiich  a  Decree  was  to  appeafe 
the  Sedition,  in  order  to  give  the  People  more 
time  to  confider  the  Injuilice  and  indeed  Impoili- 
bility  of  their  Demands;  and  that  over  and  above 
all  this,  thofe  former  Confuls  were  not  to  learn, 
that  the  Senatusconfidium   was,  aboliflied  by  Pre- D.  H  .ibid, 
fcription;  and  that  they  had  more  Prudence  than^'^' 
to  charge  themfelvcs  with  fo  important  a  Com- 
miilion,   in  virtue  of  an  Authority  that  was  ex- 
pired.    That  neither  cou'd  he  believe  there  was 
the  leaft  Occafion  to  apprehend   fuch  an  Enter- 
prize  from   the  Confuls  then  in  Poll,   who  had 
more  Wifdom  and  Caution  than  to  undertake  fuch 
an  Affair  without  the  Concurrence  and  Authority 
of  the  Senate;  '  But  to  let  you  fee,  added  Jppius, 
'  that  in  rejefling  an  obfolete  A61:,  I  do  not  mean 
*  to  defend  Ufurpcrs,  I  declare  it  as  my  Advice, 
'  that  without  making  any  farther  mention  of  the 

'  Divifion 
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'  Divilion  of  the  Lands,  we  re-unite  to  the  pub- 
'  he  Domain  the  Lands  of  all  fuch  as  cannot  jufti- 
*  fy  their  Acquifition  and  Boundaries  by  legal  Ti- 
'  ties. 

Notwichftanding  the  Equitablenefs  of  this  Pro- 
pofal,  neither  the  Grandees  nor  the  People  cou'd 
relifh  an  Expedient   that   wou'd  irapoverifh   the 
Rich,  without  any  Benefit  to  the  Poor.   But  how- 
ever, as  it  utterly  rejected   the  Partition  of  the 
Lands,  and  that  the  Enquiry  propofed  againft  the 
unjuil  PoflelTors  feemed  a  long  work,  moft  of  the 
Appius      Senators  bellowed  great  Praifes  on  Jppius.     The 
accuf^by  Tribunes,  on  the  contrary,  enraged  at  finding  in 
bunes.^'*    ^^'^^  fingle  P^erfon  of  this  Confular  the  Hatred  and 
Oppofition  of  all  the  Patricians,   refolved  to  de- 
ilroy  him,  and  for  that  pnrpofe  cited  him  before 
the  People,  as  a  declared  Enemy  of  the  public  Li^ 
berty. 

This  was  the  ordinary  Crime  alledged  againft 
thofe  that  were  indeed  guilty  of  none,  and  were 
neverthelefs  to  be  deflroyed.  The  Senate  interell- 
ed  themfelves  in  this  Affair  as  if  it  had  been  their 
own,  looking  upon  Appus  as  the  intrepid  Defen- 
der of  their  Prerogative.  Mofl  of  them  were  for 
foliciting  the  I^4ultitude  in  his  Behalf,  but  he  op- 
pofed  it  with  his  ufual  Firmncfs  and  Courage.  He 
changed  neither  his  Habit  nor  his  Style:  and  on 
the  Day  of  the  Ailembly  he  appeared  in  the  midft 
of  his  Accufers  with  the  Hune  Dignity  as  if  he  had 
been  their  Judge.  The  Tribunes  reproached  him 
with  the  Severity  of  his  Confulate,  the  Inhumani- 
ty with  which  he  had  put  to  Death  a  greater  num- 
ber of  Soldiers  by  the  hand  of  the  Executioner, 
than  the  very  Enemies  had  fiain  in  the  Heat  of  the 
Battel.  To  make  that  Confular  llil!  more  odious, 
the  rigorous  Conduct  of  his  Father  was  called  to 
mind,  as  a  Crime  in  the  Son :  But  he  anfwered 
thefe  feveral  Articles  with  fo  much  Strength,  that 
the  People  a{toni{hed  and  confounded  durll  not  con- 
4  demn 
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demn  him.     The  Tribunes,  fearing  he  wou'd  be 
acquitced,  adjourned  the  Sentence  to  another  Af- 
fembly,  pretending  the  Day  was  ib  far  fpcnt  that 
they  fhou'd  not  have  "time  to  colle(5!:  the  Suffrages. 
During  thefe  Delays,  Apfius^  plainly  forefeeing  he^  jq  y{.\  g. 
fhou'd  at  length  be  ficrificed   to  the  implacable 
Hatred  of  thofe  Magi  Urates,   voluntarily   put   an 
end  to  his  own  Life.     His  Son  caufed  his  Body  to  Appi"s 
be  brought  into  the  Forum^  and  according  to  Cu-  ^ifhf/^^ji 
flom  prefented  himfclf  to  make  his  Funeral  Ora-  Life. 
tion;  but  the  Tribunes,  who  were  refolved  to  per- 
fecute  his  very  Memory,  offered  to  oppofe  it,  al- 
ledging  that  his  Father  v/as  to  be  reckoned  among 
Criminals,  not  having  been  acquitted  of  his  Accu- 
fation  before  his  Death.      But  the  People,   more 
generous,   removed   their   Oppofition,  and   heard 
with  pleafure  the  Praifes  of  an  Enemy  whom  they 
cou'd  never  help  efteeming,  and  hated  no  longer. 

The  Tribunes  afterwards  refumed  the  Buiinefs 
of  the  ji^grariiin  Law,  which  Appius's  Profecuti- 
on  had  only  fufpended.     The  Death  of  that  great 
Man,   one  wou'd  think,  fhou'd  have  deterred  all 
others  from  oppofing  the  Publication  of  the  Law; 
but  as  the  Fortune  of  mod  of  the  Senators  de- 
pended upon  it,  and  feveral  rich  Plebeians  had  al- 
io acquired  different  Parcels  of  thofe  public  Lands, 
the  Party  of  the  Patricians  gathered    Strength; 
that  of  the  People  grew  weaker  and  weaker;  this 
cooled  the  Zeal  of  the  Tribunes;    and  the  Pro- (j-^,,  ^^j.„^_ 
prietors  Hill  continued  in  Poffeilion  of  thefe  Lands,  rian  Z,<7w 
notwithilanding  the  Pretenfions    and  Complaints  ^''"P-- 
of  the  common  People.     The  Romans^   the  fol-  Tear  of 
lowing  Year,  under  the  Confulate  of  Auliis  Fir-  ^5"^^ 
giniiis  and  'T.  Numicius^  were  employed  in  Wars, 
or  rather  Inroads  and  Incurfions  upon  the  Mqui^ 
the  Folfci  ^xid.  the  Sabines;   but  at  the  Conclufion 
of  the  Campaign  the  old  DiviHons  were  renewed. 

Q  The 
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The  Multitude,  who  looked  upon  themfelves 

to  be  over-powei'd  by  the  Credit  ot  the  Great,  to 

fhevv  their  Refentment,  abfented  themfelves  from 

all  the  Aflemblies  that  were  held  by  Centuries,  and 

where  the  Confuls  and  Senate  prefided.     It  feemed 

as  if  the  Plebeians  intended  to  feparate  themfelves 

once  more  from  the  Body  of  the  Republic :  None 

of  them  appeared  at  the  Ele£lion  of  Confuls  for 

f.      the  next  Year  5    and,    which  was   never  known 

Rome        before,  T".  ^dntius  and  ^.  Servilius  were  raifed  to 

285-  that  Dignity  by  the  fole  Voices  of  the  Senate,  the 

Patricians  and  their  Clients,  who  notwithflanding 

all  thefe  Diviiions  conftantly  adhered  to  the  Party 

of  their  Patrons. 

Thefe  two  Confuls,  to  prevent  the  Breach  from 
growing  wider,  bufied  the  People  all  that  Year 
in  various  Wars  againft  the  jEqui  and  VoJfci.  T. 
^iintius  took  from  thefe  latter  the  City  of  Anti- 
urn  and  its  whole  Territory.  The  Plunder  and 
Booty  fomewhat  appeafed  the  Minds  of  the  Mul- 
titude, and  the  Soldier  at  his  Return  to  Rome  knew 
not  how  to  complain  of  Generals  under  whom  he 
had  acquired  both  Wealth  and  Glory. 

But  their  Complaints  and  Diflentions  began  a- 

frefh  in  the  Confulate  of  'Tib.  Mmilius  and  ^  Ta- 

bins.     We  have  already  heard  that  Mmilius  in  his 

firft  Confulate  had  declared  for  the  Partition  of 

the  Lands  j   the  Tribunes  and  Promoters  of  the 

AgrananXa-x^'  alTumed  new  Hopes  under  his  fecond 

Confulate :  The  Affair  was  debated  in  the  Senate : 

JEmilius  had  not  changed  his  Mind.     That  Con- 

ful,  ever  favourable  to  the  People,  averred,  that 

it  was  im.pofTible  to  maintain  Peace  and  Union  a- 

mong  the  Citizens  of  a  free  State,  unlefs  the  Laws 

kept  fome  Proportion  between  the  Condition  of 

the  Poor  and  that  of  the  Rich,  and  made  an  equal 

tUfficultj   Divifion  among  tijem   oi  the  Lands   conquered 

inexecu-    fj-^j,^  ^\^q  Enemy.     But  this  Partition,  fo  advan- 

*h^yl\L    taeeous  to  the  Plebeians^  laboured  under  great 

Law.  A^ll""' 
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Difficulties.  It  was  neceflary,  in  order  to  ii',  to 
diftinguifh  between  the  original  Patrimony  of  eve- 
ry private  Man,  and  what  he  had  added  to  ic 
from  the  public  Lands.  This  Dill:in6t:ion  mufl 
even  extend  between  iuch  Parcels  as  the  Patricians 
had  really  purchafed  of  the  public  Domain,  and 
fuch  as  they  had  at  fird  only  taken  as  Farms  in 
their  own  or  borrowed  Names,  and  afterwards 
•mingled  and  confounded  together  with  part  of  the 
Commons,  in  their  rightful  Patrimony.  A  long 
Prefcription  concealed  from  the  moft  flri6t  Enqui- 
ry the  Knowledge  of  thefe  feveral  Ufurpations. 
The  Patricians  had  afterwards  flmred  out  thefe 
Lands  among  their  Children  for  their  Patrimony, 
and  thofe  Patrimonies  now  grown  hereditary,  were 
pafled  thro'  various  Families  by  Succellion  or  Pur- 
chafe.  Nay,  fome  rich  Plebeians  poflelTed  Part  of 
them,  which  they  had  honeftly  bought  5  fo  than 
there  feemcd  to  be  no  way  to  touch  upon  this  Af- 
fair, without  occa(ioning  a  general  Confufion  in 
the  Republic. 

Mmiliiis^  without  any  regard  to  Inconveniences 
fo  well  worth  Confideration,  ftill  obftinately  in- 
iifled  upon  the  Publication  of  the  Law.  He  was 
very  defirous  of  making  it  his  Merit  with  the  Peo- 
ple, that  it  was  pafs'd  during  his  Confulatej  and 
he  was  fcconded  by  fome  ancient  Senators,  who 
looked  upon  the  Mediocrity  of  the  Fortune  of  pri- 
vate Perfons  and  Equality  of  Wealth  to  be  the 
flrongeil  Supports  of  the  public  Liberty.  But  the 
Majority,  and  efpccially  thofe  that  were  in  PolTcf- 
fion  of  thofe  public  Lands,  complained  that  JEmi' 
lius^  in  order  to  make  his  court  to  the  People,  was 
for  being  liberal  to  them  with  the  Wealth  of  the 
Nobility.  TheDifpute  ran  even  into  Inve6lives  and  Liv.  Dec. 
Abufes;  many  reproached  him  that  he  acted  not  i-l-3' 
fo  much  like  a  Conful  as  a  feditious  Tribune :  And, 
"which  is  moll:  wonderful,  even  Senators  were  feen 
to  be  wanting  of  Refpeft  to  the  Head  of  the  Se- 

Q^  z  nate. 
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mte,  and   the  Sovereign  Magiflrate  of  the  Re- 
pubhc.     Fabius^  his   Colleague,   to   prevent   the 
Confequences  of  thefe  Divilions,   thought  of  an 
Expedient  which  difpleafed  neither  Party. 
Liv.  Dec.      Moil  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Antium 
I.  1.8.       were  perifhed  in  the  lail  War.     Fahiiis^  to  molli- 
Antium  '^H  ^^^^  ^"^'^^'"^  People,  whofe  Mifery  and  the  fedi- 
tious  Speeches  of  their  Tribunes  had  now  made 
them  furious,  propofed  to  fend  Part  of  the  poor- 
eft  Citizens  of  Rome  by  way  of  Colony  \.o  Antium^ 
and  to  divide  among  them  fome  adjoining  Lands 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  Volfci.    This  Ad- 
vice was  at  firft  received  with  great  Applaufe  by 
the  meaner  fort  of  People,  who  are  always  greedy 
of  Novelties.     T'.  ^intius^  A.  Virginlus^   and  P. 
Furius   were   immediately   named,    to   make   the 
Eftablifhment  of  this  Colony.   But  when  the  Pk' 
heians  were  to  give  their  Names  to  thofe  Trium- 
virs, few  of  them  appeared :  Rome  had  too  many 
Charms  to  detain  its  Inhabitants;  no  Body  cared 
for  leaving  it.     The  Games,  the  Spedacles,  the 
public  Aflemblies,  the  Hurry  of  Bufinefs,  the  Share 
the  People  had.  in  the  Government,  every  thing 
contributed  to  tie  the  Citizens  to  their  old  Abode, 
let  their  Poverty  be  ever  fo  great.     A  Colony  was 
looked  upon  to  be  no  better  than  an  honourable 
kind  of  Baniihment ;  and  the  moft  wretched  Fle- 
heians  rather  chofe  to  live  in  Rorne  in  Indigence, 
and  in  Expeftation  of  the  uncertain  Divifion  of 
^  the  public  Lands,  which  they  had  been  fo  long 

flattered  with  hopes  of,  than  to  be  adlually  in 
PoiTeflion  of  good  Land  in  a  rich  Colony  j  fo 
that  the  Triumvirs,  to  make  up  the  Number 
appointed  for  the  Colony,  were  forced  to  ad- 
D.  H.  1.9.  ^^^  ^1^  Strangers  and  Strnglers  that  offered  them- 
felvcs  to  gain  a  Habitation  in  it.  The  only  Ad- 
vantage they  drew  from  this  Settlement,  was,  that 
thofe  among  the  People  who  had  refufed  to  go, 

cou'd 
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cou'd  not  for  fhame  meddle  any  more  in  the  Affair 
of  the  Partition  of  the  Lands. 

A  dreadful  Peflilence  laid   both  the  City  and  Orof.l.ii. 
Country  defolate   about   this  time.     An   infinite  c.  12. 
Number  of  People,  feveral  Senators,  and  the  two  ^^^'  °f 
Confuls  them.felves, '  P.  ServiUus  and  L.  Mbut'ms^  200. 
died  of  it.    The  Volfci  and  Mq^iil^  imagining  they 
might  get  great  Advantages  over  the  Romans^  if 
they  attacked  them  in  this  weak  Condition,   re- 
newed the  War  under  the  Confulate  of  L.  Lucre-  Tear  of 
this  'Tricipitimis  and  I'.  Vcturius  Geminus.     Thefe  Rome 
two  Magiftrates  were  no  fooner  raifed  to  that  Dig-  ^9^- 
nity,  but  they  prepared  to  repel  the  Tncurfions  of 
the  Enemies.   But  as  they  cou'd  not  raife  any  great 
Forces  in  a  City  where  the  Plague  had  juft  made 
fuch  terrible  Devaftation,  they  called  to  their  Aid 
the  LcUins  and  Hernici^  Allies  of  the  Roman  Na-  Liv.  I.  3. 
tion.     They  put  themfelvcs  at  their  Head,  and 
fought  fo  bravely,  that  the  Enemy  was  defeated 
in  three  feveral  Battels. 


Und  of  the  Third  Booh 
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I'he  'Tribune  C.  Tertntillus  Arsa  makes  a  Pro-* 
pofalfor  drawing  up  and  fettling^  with  the  PeopWs 
Confent^  a  Body  of  Laws  to  firnje  as  a  Rule  in 
the  AdminijiYation  of  Jufiice,  Cefo,  for  oppofing 
it,  is  fcrc''d  to  fly  into  Tufcany  to  avoid  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  People.  The  'Tribunes  form  a  Defign 
to  ruin  fuch  of  the  Senators  and  Patricians  as  were 
obnoxious  to  them.  'The  Conful  Claudius  difap- 
points  them.  Appius  Herdonius  feixes  the  Ca- 
pitol. He  is  attacked  by  the  Romans,  and  obli£d 
4  U 
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to  kill  himfelf.  Q^  Cincinnatus  is  fetch'' d  from 
the  Plough  to  command  the  Armies  in  ^ality  of 
ConfuL  •  He  refufes  to  he  Conful  a  fcco^d  time^  and 
returns  to  his  Plough.  He  is  recaWd^  to  go  in 
^ality  of  Dilator ^  a72d  deliver  one  of  the  Con- 
fuls  who  ivas  fjut  up  by  the  Enemy ^  with  his  ivhole 
Army.  He  deVroers  the  Conful  and  his  Soldiers^ 
beats  the  Enemy,,  and  returns  Triumphant  into 
Rome.  Q;  Cclo  his  Son  is  recalled  from  Banifh- 
went.  I'he  Senate  grants  the  People  a  Power  to 
chufe  ten  'tribunes  infcad  of  fh^provided  they  drop 
the  Project  of  the  Terentillian  Law.  Mount 
Aventine  yielded  up  to  the  People  by  a  Senatuscon- 
fultum.  the  Confuls^  T.  Romilius  and  C.  Ve- 
turius,  obtain  a  compleat  ViElory  over  the  Enemy, 
the  People^  by  the  Perfuafion  of  Siccius,  rcfufe 
them  the  Honour  of  a  triumph^  and  even  condemn 
them  in  a  Fine^  becaufe  they  oppofed  the  Publication 
of  the  Agrarian  Law. 

^H I L  E  the  two  Confuls  were  In 
the  Field,  a  certain  Tribune   of 
the  People  nam'd   C.  terentillus 
Arfa^  undertook  to  fignalize  his 
Accellion  to  the  Tribunate  by  ad- 
vancing   new    Propofals.     This 
Man  having obferv'd  that  the  Se- 
nate and  Confuls  obftrucled  from  time  to  time,  by 
their  Authority,  the  PubHcation  of  moll  of  the 
Laws    propos'd   by    his   Colleagues,    bufy'd    his 
Thoughts  how  to  weaken  and  reduce  a  Power  that 
was  a  perpetual  Objeft  of  Envy  and  Emulation  to 
the  Tribunes.     He  therefore  demanded  in  full  Af- 
fcmbly,  that  Bounds  fliou'd  be  fet  to  the  abfolute 
Authority  of  the  Confuls  5  and  that  at  the  lame  Ter.  Arfa 
time,  with  the  People's  Confenr,  there  fhou'd  hcPiyP^Jff,^^' 
aa  Eftablifhment  of  Laws  fix'd  and  det'.'rmin'd  for  '^/„/l/' 
the  Senate  to  be  govern'd  by   in  the  Judgments ^yf^irVZ^ur. 
they  fhou'd  pafs  between  Man  and  Man.  D.H.I.io. 

0.4  In 
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In  order  to  judge  of  the  Importance  of  this  fe- 
cond  Propofal,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  here 
that  Rome  as  yet  had  no  Laws,  nor  any  conftant 
f • '"  ^J    ^^"^^'^^  of  adminiftring  Juftice.     The  fole  Will  of 
arclanh    ^^'^i"  ^'^-^  Kings  v/as  inftead  of  a  Law  all  the  Time 
diij'cnfed    they  rcigned.     As  the  Confuls  and  Senate  fucceed- 
among  the  gd  to  the  Regal  Power,   they  likewife  fucceeded 
Romans.    ^^  j-j^^  ^^.^^  fupreme  Right  of  dilbibuting  Juftice, 
and  regulated  their  Sentences  either  by  the  Prin- 
ciples of  natural  Equity,   or  ancient  UHigesj   or 
elle  by  the  firft  Laws  of  Romulus  and  his  Suc- 
ceflbrs,   fome  flight  Footfteps  whereof  were  ftill 
to   be   found   in   the  facred  Books   which   were 
lodg'd   with   the  Patricians  alone.      The  People 
knew  but  little  of  the  matter:  moft  of  them  be- 
ing eraploy'd  abroad  in  the  Wars,  or  elfe  fettled  in 
the  Country,  rarely  came  to  Town  but  on  Mar- 
ket Days  about  their  domellic  Concerns,  or  to  be 
prefent  at  the  Comitia  and  other  public  Afiemblies, 
which  were  holden  only  on  thofe  Days.     They 
referr'd  all  their  Differences  to  the  Judgment  of 
the  Coniuls,  who  always  made  a  Myftery  to  the 
People  of  thofe  firft  Elements  of  their  Juris-Pru- 
dence. 

The  Death  of  a  great  Number  of  Patricians^ 
who  had  been  fwept  away  by  the  Plague,  and  the 
Abfence  of  the  two  Confuls  who  were  aftually  at 
the  Head  of  the  Armies,  feem'd  to  be  a  favourable 
Conjunflure  for  Terentillus  to  make  an  Inno- 
Terentil-   vation  in  the  Government.     He  reprefented  to  the 
las  ha-      People,  that  Patrician  Magiftrates  were  abfolute 
7I?nT-ih7  Mailers  of  each  Maa's  Fortune  5  that  whenever 
Great.       any  Conteft  arofe  between  a  Patrician  and  a  Ple- 
beian^ the  latter  was  fure  to  come  by  the  worftj 
that  befides  lofing  his  Caufe,  he  had  not  fo  much 
as   the  Confolation  of  knowing  whether  he  had 
Right  or  Wrong  done  him  5   and   he  concluded 
with  moving  for   an  im.mcdiate  Eftablifhment  of 
Laws,  known  by  every  Body,  to  ferve  for  a  Rule 

to 
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to  the  Magiftrates  in  their  Sentences,  and  to  the 
Litigants  for  Proofs  of  the  Juftice  or  Injuftice  of 
their  Caufe. 

He  afterwards  fell  to  railing  againft  the  Confuls : 
That  their  x^uthority  was  infupportable  in  a  free 
City  }  that  the  ancient  Kings  of  Rome  enjoy'd  not  j^.^  | 
a  greater  {have  of  Power  j  that,  like  thofe  Princes,  Dec.  i. 
the  Confuls  had  their  Robes  border'd  with  Pur- 
ple, their  Curule  or  Ivory  Chair  j  as  alfo  Guards 
and  Liftors  to  attend  them.     That  at  home  they 
weve  the  Difpenfers  of  Jullice,  and  that  thofeMa- 
gidrates,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  thought  them- 
fclves  above  the  Laws,  avenged  the  Infringement: 
of  them  in  their  Inferiors  and  the  common  People 
with  the  moll  cruel  Punifhments.     That  abroad 
and  at  the  head  of  the  Armies  they  always  made 
War  with  an  abfolute  Authority,  and  even  Peace, 
not  feldom,  without  fo  much  as  confulting  the  Se- 
nate, to  whom  indeed  for  form  fake  they  wou'd 
afterwards  give  an  account  of  their  Adminillration. 
That  thus  they  had  the  whole  Authority  of  Kings, 
and  only  wanted  the  Name.    But  that  to  prevent 
their  Domination  from  degenerating  at  length  in- 
to a  perpetual  Tyiannj',  he  demanded  that  a  Choice 
fhou'd  be  made  of  five  of  the  beft  Men  of  the  Re- 
public, who  fhould  be  authoriz'd  to  reftrain  with- 
in due  Bounds  a  Power  fo  excefiive-,  fo  that  the 
Confuls,  for  the  future,  might  have  no  other  Au- 
thority over  their  Fellow  Citizens,  but  what  thofe 
very  Citizens  {hou'd  think  fit  to  entruft  them 
with. 

The  Senators  were  all  furpris'd  and  ftartled  at 
fuch  bold  Propofals:  They  then  found,  tho'  too 
late,  the  truth  of  what  the  two  Appius's,  had  fo 
^many  times  foretold  'em,  that  the  People,  after 
experiencing  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Senate  by  fo 
many  Laws  extorted  from  them,  wou'd  at  length 
openly  attack  their  Authority  thro'  the  Sides  of 
the  Confuls,  who  were  the  chief  Support  of  it. 

Luckily 
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Tit.  Liv.   Luckily  for  that  Body,   ^  Fahius  in  the  abfencc 
DH  1       '^^  ^^'^   Confuls   was  at   that   time  Governor  of 
"       '  Rome.      He  was  of  Confiilar  Dignity,  of  an  intre- 
pid Spirit,  full  of  Courage  and  Refolution,   and 
an  inviolable  rVdherent  to  the  Laws  and  ConltitU' 
tion  of  the  Republic. 

This  flout  Magiftrate  finding  the  ConfularDig- 
^^IdfT"  ^•'^'■y  ^"  danger  of  being  ruin'd  by  that  enterpri- 
Q.  Fabius.  2ii"g  Tribune,  difpatch'd  away  different  Merfen- 
gers  privately  to  the  two  Confuls,  with  notice  of 
what  had  offer'd,  and  to  conjure  them  to  haften 
back  to  Rome  with  all  Expedition.  He  then  con- 
vened the  Senate,  and  reprefented  that  till  then 
the  Romans  in  judicial  Matters  had  contented  them- 
felves  with  the  Cuftom  of  going  according  to  na- 
tural Right,  and  the  fole  Principles  of  Equity  and 
good  Senfe.  That  Multiplicity  of  Laws  ferv'd 
only  to  cloud  the  Truth  of  Things  5  adding,  that 
he  forefaw,  with  Grief,  all  the  Misfortunes  that 
woii'd  beFal  the  Republic  from  this  judiciary  Form 
endeavour'd  at  by  Terentillus.  He  afterwards 
infinuated  with  much  Smoothnefs,  that  even  tho* 
fuch  Changes  might  be  thought  neceflary,  it  was 
neither  honourable  nor  juft  in  the  Citizens  at  home, 
to  proceed  to  a  Decifion  in  the  Abfence  of  the 
two  Confuls,  and  of  fuch  part  of  the  People  who 
compos'd  their  Armies.  That  when  they  return'd 
home  they  might  juftly  refent  the  hurrying  of  an 
Affair  of  fuch  confequence,  which  as  it  affected 
each  particular  Man,  ought  not  to  have  been  de- 
termined but  in  a  general  Aflembly  of  the  whole 
Roman  People.  That  the  Confuls,  as  Chiefs  of 
the  Republic,  wou'd  proteft  againft  whatever 
fhou'd  be  decreed  without  their  Privity  j  whereas 
fo  foon  as  ever  thofe  two  fupreme  Magiflrates 
appear'd  in  the  Senate,  and  the  whole  People  were 
got  together,  fuch  Meafures  might  be  concerted  as 
fhou'd  be  mod  fuitable  to  the  Good  of  the  State, 
and  the  Welfare  of  the  Republic.    Fabius  then 
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inveigh'd  with  great  Vehemence  againft  the  Au- 
thor of  thcfe  new  Propofals.  He  laid,  thatTEREN- 
TiLLus  took  advantage  of  the  Abfence  of  theCon- 
fiils  to  attack  the  Republic  j  and  if  the  Year  be- 
fore, while  the  Plague  and  a  War  laid  wafte  the 
City  oi  Rome  and  its  Territory,  the  Gods  in  their 
Wrath  had  permitted  that  feditious  Tribune  to 
be  in  Office,  the  Commonwealth  wou'd  never 
have  been  able  to  have  ftood  againft  fuch  fevere 
Scourges,  and  that  then  Terentillus  wou'd  in- 
fallibly have  come  at  the  Head  of  the  ALqui  and 
f^olfci  and  deitroyed  Ro?He^  or  at  leaft  have  changed 
the  Form  of  its  Government,  tho' founded  by  their 
Ancellors  under  fuch  happy  Aufpices.  Then  foft- 
ning  his  Sn^le  a  little,  he  addrefs'd  his  Speech  to 
the  other  Tribunes,  and  conjured  them  by  the 
Safety  of  their  Country  to  make  no  Innovation  till 
the  return  of  the  Confuls. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Tribunes,  overcome  by 
his  Intrcaties  and  the  Solidity  of  his  Reafons,  in- 
fifted  no  longer  on  the  firil  Demand  of  Teren- 
tillus concerning  the  Limitation  of  the  Confuls 
Power.  Or  perhaps  the  true  Caufe  why  they 
wav'd  the  Defign  of  leflening  the  Confular  Autho- 
rity, was  their  hopes  of  rifing  fome  time  or  other 
to  that  Pod  themfelves.  But  they  perlifted  in  de- 
manding a  Choice  to  be  made  from  among  the  Se- 
nators and  Plebeians  of  proper  Perfons,  to  compofe 
and  form  a  Body  of  Laws,  for  determining  Suits 
among  the  Citizens.  However,  upon  the  Inllances 
of  Fabius  they  confented  to  fufpend  theProfecution 
of  that  Affair,  and  the  Confuls  at  their  return  found 
the  City  quiet  5  but  this  Tranquility  continued  not 
long.  The  Hernici^  who  at  that  time  were  in  Al- 
liance with  the  Roman  People,  gave  Intelligence 
that  their  Neighbours  the  Ji.qui  and  f^olfci  were  fe- 
cretly  arming,  and  that  the  new  Colony  ofAnt'ium 
was  enter'd  into  that  Confederacy.  We  have  be- 
fore related,  that  for  want  of  a  fufficient  Number 
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o'^ Roman  Citizens  willing  to  fettle  in  that  Colony, 
it  was  fiird  with  People  pickt  up  from  different 
Parts,  Latins^  Hernici^  and  'Tufcans ;  fome  Folfci" 
ans  too  had  ftoln  in  among  'em.     As  thefe  Adven- 
turers out-number'd  the  Romans^  they  had  a  Ma- 
jority in  the  Council.     They  carried  on  a  private 
Corrcfpondence  with  the  Enemies  of  Rome-;  arid 
tho'  they  had  nop  as  yet  declar'd  openly  againft 
the  Republic,  their  Fidelity  began   to  be  fuf- 
pe^ted. 
^uvmlt^         Mean  while  the  Senate,  to  be  provided  againfl 
raifcd  by    any  Surprize,  order'd  the  two  Confuls  forthwith 
theTri'     to  raife  Forces:   This  railing  of  Forces  was  call'd 
iufies.        among  the  Romans^  making  a  Choice^  becaufe  the 
Citizens  being  all  Soldiers,  the  Confuls  in  cafe  of  a 
War  had  a  Power  to  chufe  fuch  as  they  thought 
proper  for  the  Service.     Thefe  two  Magiftrates 
having  caufed  their  Tribunal  to  be  erected  in  the 
Forum^   cited   fuch   as  they  had  pitcht  upon  for 
the  War.     But   the  Tribunes   withftood  them, 
and  reviv'd   the   Propofils   of  Terentillus  for 
the  compiling  a  Body  of  Laws  J   znd  F'irgmius^  the 
mod  cholerick  of  the  Tribunes,  bawl'd  out  in  the 
Forum^  that  this  pretended  War  was  nothing  but 
a  Trick  of  the  Senate  to  draw  the  People  out  of 
Rome^  and  fo  hinder  'em  from  giving  their  Votes 
in  an  Affair  that  fo  nearly  concerned  every  Indi- 
vidual. 

The  Conteft  ran  high,  and  gave  Birth  to  frefh 
Commotions.  There  was  no  longer  fcen  either 
Obedience  in  the  People,  or  Authority  in  the  Con- 
fuls. Every  thing  was  carry'd  by  meer  Violence : 
And  thofe  fupreme  Magiftrates  having  caufed  to  be 
arrefted  a  certain  Plebeian  who  refus'd  to  go  to  the 
War,  the  Tribunes  refcued  him  out  of  the  Li6bor's 
Hands,  and  fet  him  at  Liberty.  The  Confuls  fear- 
ing to  expofe  their  Chara£ters  to  greater  Indigni- 
ties, quitted  xht  Forum  and  went  their  ways  home, 
where  they  remained  for  fome  Days  without  once 
4  appearing 
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appearing  at  thole  tumultuous  Afiemblies  (where- 
in iuch  had  moil  Authority  as  cou'd  make  moil 
Noife)  efpecially  after  it  was  known  that  the  In- 
telhgence  of  the  Hernici  was  without  grounds, 
and  no  iuch  thing  as  an  Enemy  llirring.  The 
People's  Ears  were  now  dinn'd  with  the  abfolute 
neceflicy  of  obliging  the  Confuls  to  rcguKirc  their 
Judgments  by  a  Body  of  Laws  to  be  publiiht  and 
made  Notorious  to  every  Man.  But  the  Senate, 
under  pretence  of  preierving  their  ancient  Ufuges, 
cou'd  not  be  brought  to  part  with  that  Cuilom 
of  giving  Judgment  abitrarily. 

This   Year   there    were    violent   Earthquakes,  y^^r  of 
and  fiery  Exhalations  were  fecn  in  the  Air.   Thefe  Rome 
Phenomena^   purely  natural,  but   which   however  ^9^- . 
were  by  the  Vulgar  lookt  upon  as  Forerunners  ^^ /hdr^Ep 
new  Calamities,  fuperfcded  this  Affair  for  fomc /^^j. 
time.     Every   one   was   full  of  (iniiler  Prefages, 
which  Superllition  and  Fear  hclpt   to  multiply. 
Some  had  feen  Apparitions  ihifting  each  Moment 
into  a  thoufand  Forms  j   others  had  heard  fuper- 
natural  Voices  in  the  Night  time.     There  are  E- 
minent  Hiflorians  who  have  not  demurr'd  to  re- 
port upon  the  Veracity  of  thefe  Viilonaries,  that  j^jy  \ 
it  rain'd  raw  Flefh,  and  that  while  it  was  falling  D.H.I. 10. 
down  piecemeal  like  Snow,  Birds  of  Prey  caught 
it  in  the  Air  with  their  Talons.     Recourfe  was 
prefently  had  to  the  Oracles  5  the  Books  of  the 
Sybils  were  confuked.    The  Dcpofitaries  of  thole 
facrcd  Books,  all  Patricians^  gave  out  that  Rome 
was  threatned  with  a  Siege,  by  fome  formidable 
Power,  that  wou'd  take  advantage  of  its  inteitine 
Divifions.     This  Prediclion  Icem'd  to  be  Copy'd 
after  what   had  lately  happcn'd   in   the  Cafe   of 
Coriolanus^s  Enterprife.     And    the  Tribunes   pro- 
bably fufpccled  the  Priells  had  model'd  their  An- 
fwer  by  the  Views  and  Intereils  of  the  Senate. 
But  on  the  contrary,  the  Populace,  who  thought 
what  had  been,  might  be,  and  who  6xc^&cd  to 

fee 


ao2         The  Hiftory  of  the  Revolutions  Book  IV. 

fee  a  fecond  Coriolanus  at  the  Gates  of  Romc^  ob- 
lig'd  their  Tribunes  to  have  a  Conference  with  the 
Senate,  in  order  to  contrive  fome  way  or  other  to 
put  an  end  to  their  Contentions.     Several  Meet- 
ings were  had,  but  all  to  no  purpofe.     Neither  of 
the  Parties  wou'd  bate  any  thing  of  its  Pretenfions. 
The  taw    ^|-  length,  Time  having  difpell'd  that  Terror  which 
fofed  ^^'^  ^^  Priefts  had  endeavoured  to  infufe  into  the  Peo- 
ple,  the  Tribunes  aflembled  anew,   and  without 
confulting  the  Senate,  prefented  to  the  Multitude 
a  more  explicite  Draught  of  the  I'erentilUan  Law, 
importing,   that  the  People  ihou'd  inilantly  no- 
minate fiveCommiflioners  to  be  chofen  among  the 
wifed:  and  mod  intelligent  of  the  Senate.     That 
the  fiid  Commiffioners  fhould  be  empower'd  to 
colle6t  together,   and  put  into  Form,  a  Body  of 
Civil  Laws,  as  well  in  refpe61:  to  publick  Affairs, 
as  private  Differences   that   might   arife  between 
Man  and  Man.    That  they  fhou'd  make  their  Re- 
port in  an  AfTembly  of  the  People,   and  pofl  it 
up  in  the  Forum  Romanum^  to  the  end  that  each 
individual  Citizen  might  be  apprized  of  the  fame, 
and  enabled  to  give  his  Opinion  thereof.     The 
Tribunes   having  open'd   this   Proie6l:,   declar'd, 
they  would  defer  the  Publication  of  it  to. the  third 
Market  Day,  with  intent  that  fuch  as  fhou'd  hap- 
pen to  be   of  contrary  Sentiments,   might  freely 
lay  before  the  People  the  Reafons  of  their  Oppo- 
fition. 
Oppofition      Many  of  the  Senators  began  to  exclaim  againft 
eftheSe-  |.pjis  j-j^^  Propofal.     It  occalion'd  a  world  of  Dif- 
'''^^^'         putcs,  without  coming  to  any  Iffue,     At  length 
the   Tribunes   refolv'd   to  carry   their   Point   by 
Force.     They  accordingly  conven'd    another  Af- 
fembly,  wherein  the  whole  Senate  appear'd.    The 
Heads  of  that  Body  urg'd  to  the  People  in  fpighc 
of  the  Tribunes,  that  it  was  a  thing  unheard  of, 
that  without  a  Semtusconfultumy  without   taking 
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the  Aufpices,   and  without  conluking  either  the 
Gods  or  the  prime  Men  of  the  Republic,  a  pare 
of  the  Citizens,  even  the  moll  inconfiderable  part, 
fhou'd  pretend  to  make  Laws  for  all  the  Orders  of 
the  State.     They   inculcated   their  Reafons   into 
fuch  of  the  Plebeians  as  feem'd  to  be  mofi;  rational. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Dregs  of  the  Populace,  pre- 
judic'd  by  their  Tribunes,  with  great  Nolle  de- 
manded the  Ballot  i  but  the  youngcll  of  the  Se- 
nators, and  the  Patricians^  quafh'd  the  whole  Pro- 
je£t.     QuiNTius  Ceso,  Son  of  ^intius  Cincinna-  Tear  of 
tus^  a  Confular,  was  at  the  Head  of  'em  j  he  ruffi-  Rome 
cs  into  the  Crowd,  he  knocks  dov/n  or  difperfes  p^^',  ^  .^ 
all  that  were  in  his  wayj   and  by  means  oi  x\\\%  oknt  Be- 
Uproar,  which  he  rais'd  on  purpofe,  he  breaks  o^  haviour, 
the  AiTembly,  in  fpite  of  all  that  the  Tribunes 
could  do  to  keep  them  together. 

The  Senators  and  Patricians  beftow'd  on  Ceso 
large  Encomiums,  which  only  ferv'd  to  heighten 
his  Prcfumption  and  his  Rancour  towards  the 
Populace.  He  was  a  young  Man,  of  an  agree- 
able Figure,  well  fliap'd,  and  had  an  extraordina- 
ry Strength  of  Body  5  by  Nature  proud,  daring, 
and  intrepid  :  He  knew  not  what  it  was  to  fear, 
and  had  already  fignaliz'd  himfelf  by  an  uncom- 
mon Bravery  in  Battel.  As  he  was  no  lefs  an  O- 
rator  than  a  Soldier,  and  was  always  the  forward- 
eft  to  anfwer  the  feditious  Harangues  of  the  Tri- 
bunes, thofe  Magift rates,  enraged  to  find  in  one 
finglc  Man  the  Vigor  of  all  the  Patricians^  con- 
fpir'd  his  Ruin.  After  they  had  agreed  among 
themfelves  upon  Articles  of  Impeachment,  ji.  Vir^ 
giriius  caiis'd  him  to  be  fummon'd  before  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  People. 

So  long  as  Ceso  was  in  the  Warmth  of  a  De-  Cefo  ae- 
bate,  fupported  by  the  Senate,  who  flattered  his^'(/^^;  his 
Vanity  with  their  Applaufes,  he  made  {liow  Q^^'^^^knefs. 
great  Refolution  and  Firmnefs.     But  his  Courage 
faii'd  him  at  the  Approach  of  his  Tryalj  and  the 
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Example  oi  Corialanus  made  a  ftrong  Impreffion  in 
his  Mind,  He  is  now  timorous,  he  is  frighted,  he 
repents  of  what  is  pad,  dreads  what  is  to  come, 
and,  Hke  a  bafe  Coward,  almofl:  refolves  to  deferc 
his  Party.  He  put  on  mourning  Habit,  and  with 
a  Countenance  full  of  Sorrow  and  Humiliation, 
he  went  about,  fneakingly  begging  the  Favour  of 
the  meanell  Plebeian. 

The  Day  that  his  Affair  was  to  come  on,  he 
had  not  the  Refolution  fo  much  as  to  {hew  his 
Face  to  the  People.  His  Father,  accompanied 
by  his  Relations  and  Friends,  was  fain  to  appear 
for  him.  J.  Firginius  open'd  his  Accufation  with 
Reflexions  upon  C esq's  imperious  Temper,  his 
want  of  RefpecSt  for  the  Affemblies  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  the  Outrages  he  had  committed  upon 
private  Perfons.  *  And  what  will  become  of  our 
'Liberty,  cry'd  Virgmius^  when  the  Patricians 
'■Thall  have  advanc'd  to  the  Confulate  this  young 
'  ambitious  Man,  who  now  in  his  private  Capa- 
*  city  already  caufes  juft  Alarms  to  his  Countr}', 
'  by  his  violent  and  audacious  Deeds?'  He  then 
produc'd  all  the  Plebeians  who  had  been  injur'd  by 
C  E  s  o,  and  who  demanded  Juftice.  His  Rela- 
tions and  Friends,  inflead  of  going  about  to  clear 
him  of  thofe  pretendecj  Violences,  only  anfvvrcred 
the  Tribunes  Invectives  with  prailing  the  Accu- 
Cefo  de-  ^ed.  Some  recounted  all  the  Battels  wherein  he 
fended.  had  diilinguifhed  himfelf  j  others  named  the  feve- 
ral  Citizens  whofe  Lives  he  had  preferved  in  thofe 
Battels  5  T*.  ^dntius  Capitolinus  ^  who  had  been 
thrice  Conful,  faid  he  had  carried  him  to  the 
War  with  him  5  that  he  had  often  feen  him  in 
fingle  Combat  vanquifli  the  bravcft  of  the  Ene- 
my ;  and  that  he  always  look'd  on  him  as  the 
prime  Soldier  of  the  Army.  Lucretius^  who  had 
been  Conful  the  preceding  Year,  added,  that  ic 
was  for  the  Interefl:  of  the  Republic  to  preferve 
fo  compleat  a  Citizen  3  and  that  Age,  by  increa- 
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fing  his  Wifdom,  wou'd  every  Day  take  off  from 
that  impetuous  Charadcr  which  icnder'd  him  odi- 
ous to  the  Multitude. 

L.  ^intius  Cinc'mnatus^  his  Fatlier,  a  Man  the  Liv.  1.  3. 
mod  elleem'd  of  any  of  his  Age  for  his  Capacity  ^-  '-• 
in  governing  the  State,  and  commanding  the  ^j., -D.H.l.io. 
mies,  only  begg'd  the  People  to  grant  a  Son  to  a 
Father  that  had  never  wrong'd  any  Citizen.     The 
Refpe6i:  and  Veneration  that  was  had  for  that  il- 
luftrious  old  Man  began  to  work  upon  the  Multi- 
tude.    But  Firginius^  who  was  bent  upon  Cefo's 
Ruin,  anfwer'd  Cincinnatus^  that  his  Son  was  the 
more  guilty,  in  as  much  as  he  negleflcd  to  improve 
by  the  Example  of  fuch  a  Father.     That  he  nou- 
rifh'd  in  his  Houfc  the  Tyrant  of  his  Country,  and 
that  the  bright  Pattern  of  His  Anceltors    lliou'd 
have  taught  him  to  prize  the  public  Liberty  above 
his  own  Children. 

'  After  all,  laid  that  Tribune,  turning  to  the 

*  People,  that  it  may  not  be  thought  I  have  any 
'  finifter  Views,  I  freely  confcnt,  if  you  will,  to 

*  wave  the  injurious  Speeches  Cefo  has  made  in 
'  our  Aflcmblics  againlt  the  People  i  as  alio  the 
'  Violences  he  has  exercis'd  upon  better  Men  than 
'  himfelf  But  I  beg  that  my  Colleague,  M.  Vol- 
'  fcius^  be  heard  in  what  he  has  to  ofli^r  by  way  of 

*  private  Complaint  agalnilhim;  and  I  hope  the 
'  People  will  not  leave  unaveng'd  one  of  their 
'  own  Magiftrates  that  has  been  fo  great  a  Sufferer 
'  bv  him.' 

Then  Volfcius  afcending  the  Roflritm^  to  aft  the  VolfciusV 
Part  that  had  been  before  concerted  between  them, /^//^^f-f^- 
'  I  cou'd  have  willi'd,  faid  he,  directing  his  Speech  ^^^1*^  °f 
'  to  the  People,  it  had  been  in  my  Power  fooner    ^^' 
'  to  have  brought  my  Complaints  for  the  Death 
'  of  a  mod  dear  Brother  whom  Cefo  kill'd  in  my 
'  Arms.      But   the  cuftomary   Violences   of  this 
'  Cefo^  together  with  the  Interefl:  and  Credit  of 
'  his  Family,  made  me  but  too  fenfible  what  1 
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'  had  myfelf  to  fear  from  fuch  a  Profecution.  If 
'  I  come  too  late  to  be  his  Accufer,  you  cannot 
'  but  give  the  hearing  at  lead  to  the  fad  Tefti- 

*  mony  I  bear  of  his  Cruelty  and  Tyranny.     \z 

*  was,  continu'd  that  Hypocrite,  under  the  Con- 

*  fulate  of  L.  Ebutius  and  P.  Servilius^  returning 
'  home  one  Evening,  my  Brother  and  I,  from  a 
'  Friend's  Houfe  where  we  had  fupp'd,  we  met 

*  hard  by  the  public  Stews  Cefo^  full  of  Wine, 
'  and    accompany'd,    according  to  his  Cuftom, 

*  with  feveral  young  Patricians  infolent  as  him- 

*  felf,  and  who,  belike,  had  been  making  a  De- 
'  bauch  together  in  thofe  Houfes  of  Prollitution. 
'  They  at  firft  attack'd  us  with  abulive  Language, 

*  which   I  indeed  was  for  taking  no  notice  of. 

*  But  my  Brother,  lefs  patient  than  myfelf,  an- 
'  fwering  them  as  a  Man  that  is  Free  and  of  a  Spi- 

*  rit  wou'd  do,  Ceso  inftantly  fell  upon  him, 

*  and  being  much  the  flronger  Man,  he  fo  bruis'd 

*  him  with  his  Fills  and  his  Feet,  that  he  ex- 

*  pir'd  upon  the  Spot,  notwithllanding  my  Pray- 

*  ers  and  Intreaties,  which  were  the  only  Wea- 

*  pons  I  had.     I  cou'd  not  carry  my  Complaints 

*  to  the  Confuls,  they  dying  the  fame  Year  of 
'  the  Plague.  L.  Lucretius  and  1".  Veturius^  their 
'  SuccefTors,   were  long  time  in  the  Field  5   till 

*  they  return'd  I  cou'd  not  think  of  forming  my 

*  A6lion.  But  Ceso  hearing  of  my  Defign,  came 
'  upon  me  one  Night  unawares   in  a  by-place, 

*  and  flriking  me  down,  repeated  his  Blows  fo, 
'  that  to  avoid  my  Brother's  Fate,  I  was  forc'd  to 
<  promife  him  never  to  mention  Vvhat  had  befal'n 

*  either  of  us. 

The  People  were  fo  exafperatcd  at  this  Story, 
that,  without  examining  into  the  Truth  of  the 
Fa£l:,  they  were  going  immediately  to  condemn 
Ceso  to  die i  but  A.  Firginius^  who  was  the  Ma- 
nager of  this  whole  Villany,  thought  fit  to  cloath 
it  with  the  Appearance  of  Jullice  j  and  to  deflroy 
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the  Accufed  according  to   the  ordinaiy  Forms. 
He  requir'd  that  fince  Folfcius  had  not  his  Wit- 
nefles  at  hand,  Ceso  iliou'd  be  fecur'd  and  impri- 
fon'd  till  fuch  time  as  his  Crime  cou'd  be  prov'd. 
y".  ^'mtius^  his  Kinfman,  reprefcnted,  that  it  was 
a  thing  unheard  of  in  a  Repubhc,   that  upon  a 
bare  Charge,  a  Citizen  tliat  was  perhaps  innocenc 
ihou'd  be  mimediately  arrelled  and  carried  to  Jail  j 
and  that  this  new  Method  of  Procedure  wou'd 
llrike  at  the  public  Liberty.     But  the  Tribune 
maintain'd,  that  fuch  a  Precaution  was  neceffary, 
in  order  to  prevent  fo  great  an  Offender  from  efca- 
ping  the  Jullice  of  the  People.     The  Qiieftion 
was  debated  with  much  Intemperance  of  Speech 
on  both  fides.     In  the  end,  'twas  concluded,  that 
the  Party  accufed  fhou'd  remain  in  Liberty,  but 
that  withal,  ten  Citizens  iliou'd  be  bound  for  his 
forth-coming  on  the  Day  he  was  to  be  try'd,  or 
elfe  pay  fuch  Fine  as  iliou'd  be  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  Tribunes  and  Senate.     Cefo^  tho'  inno-  ^f^  ^^:  . 
cent,  durft  not  truft  himfelf  to  the  Judgment  of  &^^  ^^' 
the  People,  but  departing  Rome  that  very  Night, 
went  and  took  fhelter  in  1'ufcany.     The  Tribunes 
hearing  of  his  Flight,  exacted  the  Fine  with  fo 
much  Rigor  and  Severity,  that  ^inthis^  the  Fa- 
ther of  Ceft)^  after  having  fold  bell  part  of  his  E- 
llate,  was  forc'd  to  banifh  himfelf  to  a  poor  Ho- 
vel on  t'other  fide  ihc  Tyber :  And  that  illuftrious 
Confular  was  oblig'd  with  his  own  Hands  to  cul- 
tivate five  or  fix  Acres  of  Land,  which  were  all 
he  then  had  to  live  upon,  and  which  have  fince 
gone  by  his  Name,  the  ^u'lntian  Meadozvs. 

Cefo  being  now  in  Exile,  the  two  Tribunes  D.H.l.it?^ 
thought  the  Senate  muft  truckle  to  them,  and 
flattered  themfelves  with  hopes  of  feeing  the  Law 
forthwith  eifablifli'd  •,  but  as  it  was  an  Affair  that 
concern'd  almod;  all  the  Great,  the  Nobility  uni- 
ted themfelves  more  clofely  together  after  the  Dif- 
grace  of  the  Son  of  ^Antius:  And  lio  fooner  was 
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the  Scheme  of  a  Body  of  Laws  mentioned,  but 
there  fprung  up  as  it  were  a  thoufand  Cefo's^  all  op- 
pofing  it  with  the  fame  Intrepidity.  The  time 
being  come  for  chufing  new  Confuls,  the  Senate 
and  Patricians  in  Coniun6tion5  procur'd  that  Dig- 
nity to  fall  on  C.  Claudius^  Brother  of  Jlppius  that 
dy'd;  and  this  they  did  becaufe  he  was  llanch  in 
the  Intereft  of  his  Uncle,  without  partaking  any 
thing  of  his  rugged  Temper.  They  aflign'd  him 
for  CoWeaguG  P .  F'alerius^  who  having  once  before 
been  Conful,  was  therefore  nam'd  firfl  Conful  in 
this  Election. 
-  ..  The  Tribunes  plainly  faw  by  this  Combination 

confpire  a-  of  the  whole  Nobility,  that  even  tho'  they  fhou'd 
gainfi  the  every  Year  deftroy  one  or  other  of  the  Patricians 
Patricians,  by  different  Accufations,  they  wou'd  never  get 
2V^r  of  j.|^^  better  of  a  Body  wherein  there  was  no  lefs 
293.  Harmony  than  Power.  Therefore  without  amu- 
iing  themfelves  in  profecuting  judicially  fuch  of 
the  Patricians  as  fignaliz'd  thcmfelvTS  by  oppofing 
the  Law,  they  fecretly  form'd  the  execrable  De- 
fign  of  deflroying  at  one  Stroke  the  better  Part  of 
the  Senate,  and  involving  in  their  Ruin  all  fuch 
Patricians  who  were  obnoxious  to  them,  or  fu- 
fpe6ted  by  them,  on  account  either  of  their  Wealth 
or  Intereft.  In  order  to  effe6t  fo  deteftable  a  Pro- 
ject, their  Emifiaries  were  fent  about  to  whifper 
among  the  Rabble,  as  if  fome  great  Delign  was 
fecretly  hatching  againft  their  Liberty.  Such  fly- 
ing Reports  pafling  from  Mouth  to  Mouth,  were 
every  time  fweli'd  with  fome  additional  Circum- 
ftance  more  and  more  dreadful,  and  which  in  the 
end  fill'd  the  whole  City  with  Inquietude,  Trou- 
ble and  Diftruft. 

The  Tribunes  feeing  the  People's  Minds  pre- 

judic'd,  and  in  fuch  a  Ferment  as  was  proper  to 

receive  any  Im predion,   contriv'd  a  Letter  to  be 

D-H.l.io.deliver'd   to   themfelves   in   public.     While  they 

were  fitting  in  their  Tribunal,  a  Stranger  comes, 

and 
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and  in  fight  of  all  the  People  prefents  them  a  Let- 
ter, and  was  gone  again  in  an  inilant,  and  vanifh'd. 
among  the  Crowd.  The  Tribunes  lay  their  Heads 
together,  and  read  it  to  themfelves  5  and  tho'  they 
knew  well  enough  beforehand  every  word  it  con- 
tain'd,  yet  did  they  affe6t  to  be  ailoniiTi'd,  and 
put  on  an  Air  of  Surprize,  the  better  to  ftir  up 
the  Curiofity  of  the  People,  and  make  them  more 
uneafy.  Then  rifing  from  their  Seats,  and  having 
caus'd  Silence  to  be  proclaim'd  by  the  Herald, 
Virginius  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  Afiembly,  'The 
'  Roman  People,  (ays  he  with  Looks  full  of  Con- 
'  flernation,  is  threaten'd  with  the  molt  dreadful 
'  Calamity  that  can  poffibly  befal  them:  And  if 
'  the  Gods,  who  are  Proteftors  of  Innocence, 
*  had  not  difcover'd  the  wicked  Defigns  of  our 
'  Enemies,  we  had  been  all  loft.'  He  added,  that 
he  muft  firft  make  the  Confuls  acquainted  with 
the  thing,  and  afterwards  he  wou'd  give  them 
an  account  of  what  ihou'd  be  refolv'd  on  by  the 
Senate. 

While  thefe  Magiflrates  were  gone  to  wait  on 
the  Confuls,  their  EmifTaries,  who  had  fpread 
themfelves  up  and  down  among  the  AfTembly,  put 
about  various  Reports,  all  tending  to  make  the 
Patricians  more  odious  to  the  Multitude.  Some 
faid  in  general,  that  for  fome  time  paft  there  had 
been  but  too  much  Reafcn  to  fufpe6l  fome  dange- 
rous Plot  was  contriving  againft  the  Peoples  Li- 
berty j  others,  as  if  they  knew  more  of  the  mat- 
ter, affirm'd  that  the  Mq^id  and  Volfci^  in  Conjun- 
ction with  the  Patricians^  were  to  put  Cejo  at  their 
Head,  like  another  Coriolanus-,  and  that  with  their 
Afliftance  he  was  to  return  again  to  Rome  to  re- 
venge himfelf  on  his  Enemies,  abohfh  the  Tri- 
bunefliip,  and  reftore  the  Government  to  its  anci- 
ent Foundation;  and  that  afterwards  the  Towns  and 
Lands  which  had  been  taken  from  the  JSqui  and 
■"  '^i,  were  to  be  given  'em  again  as  a  Reward 
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for  their  Services:  Some  further  affirm'd,  that  Cc' 
fo  was  not  gone  out  of  Rcme :  That  they  had  been 
told  he  was  conceal'd  by  one  of  the  Confulsj  that 
his  Purpofe  was  to  affaffinate  the  Tribunes  fome 
Night  in  their  Beds.  That  all  the  young  Patri- 
cians were  concerned  in  this  Plotj  and  that  the 
Letter  jull  now  deliver'd  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Tribunes,  doubtlefs  contain'd  Advice  and  Proofs 
of  it.  In  fhort,  thefe  Creatures  of  the  Tribunes 
made  it  their  Bufmefs  to  talk  difmally  about  this 
my fterious  Letter,  with  intent  to  keep  up  the  Peo- 
ple's Prejudice,  and  increafc  the  Hatred  they  bore 
the  Senate  and  Patricians. 

The  Tribunes  being  arriv'd  at  the  Senate,  Vir^ 
giniuSy  who  was  Spokefman,  addrefTmg  himfelf  to 
the  Confi-ils  and  Senators,  '  For  a  coniiderable 
'  time,  Confcript  Fathers,  faid  he,  there  have 
'  been  fcrange  Rumours  in  this  City  of  a  Plot  up- 
'  on  the  Liberty  of  the  People.  But  as  they  were 
'  without  Vouchers,  we  look'd  upon  them  as 
'  empty  Stories  begot  by  Fear  and  Idlencfs.   Since 

*  that  time,  we  have  received  Intimations  that 
'  are  fomewhat  coherent,  and  cloath'd  with  bet- 

*  ter  Circum fiances  J  but  as  thefe  likewife  were 
'  without  Voucher,  or  any  Author's  Name,  we 

*  did  not  think  them  deferving  enough  of  your 
'  Notice,  and  therefore  forbore  to  report  them 
'  to  you:  At  the  fame  time,  that  nothing  might 
'  be  left  undone  in  an  Affair  of  this  Ccnfequence, 

*  we  caus'd  enquiry  to  be  made  privately  ;  where- 
^  by  we  came  at  fufficient  Tokens  of  a  Plot,  the' 
^  we  cou'd  not  difcover  the  Object  thereof,  nor 

*  who  were  at  the  Head   of  it,    or  otherwife 

*  engag'd  in  it.  At  length,  not  above  two 
'  Hours  ago,  we  are  let  into  this  dangerous  Se* 

*  cret.  A  Letter  we  juft  now  received,  as  we  were 
jGitting  in  our  Tribunal,  informs  us  that  there  is 
a  Confpiracy,  and  fets  forth  the  Delign  of  the 
Confpirators.    The  firll  Tokens  which  as  I  told 

'  ye 
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'  ye  we  had  come  at,  concur  exa6lly  with  the 
Intelligence  contain'd  in  this  Letter.  In  fo  im- 
minent a  Danger,  wherein  to  lofe  time  in  deli- 
berating how  to  punil"h  this  Crime,  wou'd  be 
almoil  as  bad  as  the  Crime  itfelf,  we  haflened, 
as  in  Duty  bound,  to  come  and  give  you  Infor- 
mation of  it,  and  to  lay  before  you  fuch  things 
as  will  make  your  Ears  tingle  to  hear. 
'  Be  it  known  to  you,  Confcript  Father?,  we 
have  received  a  Letter  which  advifes  us  of  Per- 
fons  of  the  higheft  Rank,  Senators  and  Knights, 
too  many  to  be  now  particularly  named,  that 
have  refolved  abfolurely  to  abolifh  the  Tribu- 
nate, and  all  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the 
People.  That  to  compafs  fuch  deteltable  De- 
figns,  they  have  agreed  that  Cefo  ^iintius^  ac 
the  Head  of  a  Body  of  M.qjd  and  Volfd^  Ihall 
clandeftinely  and  by  Night  come  to  fuch  a  Gate 
of  the  City,  which  his  Accomplices  are  to  keep 
open  for  him  j  that  he  ihall  be  introduced  with- 
out Noife  into  the  City  5  and  that  the  principal 
Confpirators,  divided  into  different  Parties,  and 
advantaged  by  the  Darknefs,  lliall  go  and  fall 
upon  the  Tribunes  unawares  in  their  Houfes, 
and  that  at  the  very  fame  time  all  our  Throats 
were  to  be  cut,  together  with  the  principal  of 
the  People,  and  fuch  as  in  the  AfTemblies  were 
wont  to  exprefs  mofl  Zeal  for  the  Defence  of 
Liberty. 

'  We  conjure  you,  Coufcript  Fathers,  not  to 
give  us  up  to  the  Rage  of  thefe  Blood-hounds. 
In  order  to  prevent  their  evil  Defigns,  we  hope 
you  v/ill  not  refufe  us  a  Scnatiisconfultum^  im- 
powering  us  to  inform  our  felves  of  this  Con- 
spiracy, and  to  fecure  the  Ring-leaders  thereof. 
It  is  highly  reafonable  that  the  Magiflraies  of 
the  People  take  cognizance  by  themfelvcs  of 
what  concerns  the  Welfare  of  the  People,  and 
that  (uch  a  Decree  as  we  demand  be  immediate- 
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'  ly  granted,  without  wafting  time,  as  is  too  oft- 
'  en  the  Cafe  in  formal  Speeches  and  putting  of 

*  Queftions  :   The  leaft  Delay  were  dangerous : 

*  Who  knows  but  this  very  Night  may  be  pitch'd 
'  upon  for  the  Execution  of  this  bloody  Defign? 
'  To  conclude,  they  muft  be  Confpirators  them- 

*  felves  that  are  againlt  enquiring  mto  the  Con- 

*  [piracy,  * 

There  was  not  a  Senator  but  detefted  fuch  an 
'  Attempt  ;   they  were  however  divided  as  to  the 
Anfwer  they  ftiould  make  to  Virginhis.  The  more 
timorous  were  apprehenfive  that  a  Refufal  wou'd 
irritate   the  People,    and   raife  a  Sedition.     But 
thofe,   on  the  contrary,    who  were  of  a  firmer 
Chara£ter,    reprefented  that  it  was  no  lefs  dan- 
gerous to  grant  the  Tribunes  a  Senatusconfultum^    ' 
than  to  put  Arms  in  the  Hands  of  raging  Mad- 
men, who  wou'd  immediately  employ  them  a- 
gainft  the  chief  of  the  Senate.     In  this  diverfity 
C.  Clau-   of  Opinions ,   C.  Claudius^   one  of  the  Confuls , 
dius  vigo-  arofe,  and  addrefling  himfelf  to  Firginius^  decla- 
roujl^  op-   j.g(^  jjjjj^   j^g  jjj^j  j-jQj-  oppofe  the  Enquiry  which 

^Tribunes.  ^^  demanded  j  that  he  even  confented  the  Pic- 
beian  Magiftrates  Ihou'd  be  the  Inquifitors  ;  but 
that  firft  of  all  he  was  for  examining  whether  the 
Confpiracy  were  real  and  undeniable  :  '  Let  us 
'  therefore,  fays  he  to  him,   fee   who  fent  that 

*  myfterious  Letter  which  you  received  in  your 
'  Tribunal,  and  who  are  the  Senators  and  Knights 
^  named  in  it.     Why  do  not  you  name  them  your 

*  felf?     Surely  we  have  time  enough  to  hear  the 

*  Names  of  thole  great  Criminals.  Why  did  you 
'  not  at  leaft  lay  hold  of  the  Bearer  of  an  anony- 
^  mous  Letter,  that  contained  fo  foul  an  Accufa- 
'  tion  againft  the  Principal  Men  in  the  Republic  ? 
'  1  am  no  lefs  furprifed,  that  you  have  not  made 

*  us  fenftble  of  the  wonderful  Concurrence  there 
'  is  between  the  Circumftances,  which   at   firft 

*  made  you  fufpedl  fome  Confpiracy  to  be  on 
;        -  '  foot, 


Book  IV.       ?«  ^/j'^  R  O  M  A N  R  EP  UB  LI C.  1 1  ? 

'  foot,  and  the  Letter  which  acquaints  you  with 
'  the  Heads  and  Accomplices  of  it.  Is  it  polTible 
'  you  cou'd  imagine  the  Senate  wou'd  dehver  over 
'  our  moil  iiluilrious  Citizens  to  your  Fury,  upon 
'  the  bare  Credit  of  a  Letter  detlitute  of  all  man- 

*  ner  of  ProoTs? 

'  Yes,  Confcript  Fathers,  the  Tribunes  flatter'd 

*  themlelves  you  wou'd  do  this;  and  the  Eaiinefs 

*  with  which  you  have  lately  lliflTered  us  to  be 
'  robb'd  of  Cefo^  made  thofe  feditious  Magillrates 
'  entertain  a  Notion,  that  under  fo  weak  a  Go- 
'  vernment,  they  might  venture  at  any  thing.  This 
'  is  the  bottom  of  thisChymericalConfpiracy  with 
'  which  they  thought  to  frighten  us ;  and  if  the 
'  State  had  reafon  to  apprehend  any  Danger,  it  is 
'  only  from  thefe  Whecdlers  of  the  People,  who 
'  tho'  they  fet  up  for  the  Defenders  of  the  Public 
'  Liberty  are  indeed  its  Enemies. 

This  Difcourfc  pronounced  refolutely  by  aCon- 
ful,  whofe  Penetration  and  Probity  were  acknow- 
ledged by  all,  quite  call:  down  the  Courage  of  the 
Tribunes.  They  went  out  from  the  Senate  with 
no  lefs  Shame  than  Indignation.  The  People  were 
waiting  for  them  :  They  repaired  to  the  AfTcmbiy, 
where  they  inveighed  equally  againfl  the  Conful, 
and  againfl;  the  whole  Senate. 

But  C.  Claudius  followed  them ;  he  mounted  the 
Roftrum  firft.  Arm'd  with  that  Confidence  which 
flows  from  Truth,  he  exprell  himfelf  to  the  Peo- 
ple in  the  fame  manner  he  had  jufl:  done  to  the 
Senate,  and  fpoke  with  fo  much  Strength  and  E- 
loquence,  that  the  better  fort  among  the  People 
were  convinced,  thar  this  private  Scheme  of  a 
Gonfpiracy,  about  which  the  Tribunes  made  fo 
muchnoife,  was  only  an  Artifice  invented  bythem- 
felves,  to  have  it  in  their  Power  to  deftroy  their 
Enemies.  None  but  the  Rabble  perfifted  in  be- 
lieving the  Reality  of  this  imaginary  Confpiracy, 
-which  helped  to  ncuriili  their  Hatred  againfl:  the 

Patricians : 
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Patricians  :  And  the  Tribunes  carefully  maintain- 
ed them  in  an  Error,  which  gave  them  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  ihewing  their  own  Zeal. 
Ycnr  of  In  a  Government  fo  full  of  Troubles  and  Corn- 

Rome       motions,  Rome  was  upon  the  brink  of  falling  un- 
?93v         der  a  Foreign  Yoke.     A  private  Sabine  formed  a 
Liv.Dec.'  Defign  ^o  daring  5  his  Name  ^^s  Jppius  Herdonius', 
1. 1.3.C.    a  Man  of  diftindion  in  his  own  Country  for  his 
I?-       .    Birth,  Wealth,  and  the  great  Number  of  Clients 
STS/!?/--  ^^^'^  followed  his  Fortunes ;   withal,  Ambitious, 
frize.       Bold,  Enterprizing.     He  imagined  it  was  not  im- 
practicable to  furprize  the  City,   becaufe  of  the 
Divifions  that  raged  between  the  People  and  the 
Senate.     He  reckon'd   that   he  ihou'd  raife  the 
Slaves,  be  joyn'd  by  all  the  Exiles,  and  even  get 
the  common  People  to  declare  for  him,  by  enter- 
taining them  with  Hopes  that  he  wou'd  make 
them  the  abfolute  Difpofers  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Government.     His  Delign  was,  after  having  fur- 
prifed  Rome^  to  make  himfelf  the  Sovereign  of  it  5 
or  to  deliver  up  the  City  to  the  Community  of  the 
Sabines^   in  cai'e  he  were  not  able  with  his  own 
Forces  to  maintain  himfelf  in  his  Uiurpation. 

He  firil  communicated  his  Defign  to  his  par- 
ticular Friends.  Many  enter'd  into  his  Projeft,  in 
hopes  of  enriching  themfelves  by  the  Plunder  of 
Rome ;  by  their  means  he  raifed  Four  ThouCmd 
Men,  as  well  his  own  Clients,  as  a  great  number 
of  Fugitive  Slaves,  Exiles,  and  Men  of  no  Set- 
tlement, whom  he  gave  a  Retreat  to  in  his  own 
Eftate.  He  then  fiii'd  fome  flat-bottom'd  VeiTels 
with  thefe  Troops  j  and  driving  down  the  Stream 
of  the  Tyber  in  the  Night-time,  landed  before 
Tbe  Capi-  Break  of  Day  by  the  fide  of  the  Capitol.  He  got 
tol  taken,  up  the  Hill  without  being  perceived  by  any  body, 
and  under  cover  of  the  Darknels  pofleilcd  himfelf 
of  the  Temple  of  Jupiter^  and  the  Fortrefs  ad- 
joyning  to  it.  Thence  he  throws  himfelf  into  the 
neighbouring  Houfes,  and  cuts  the  Throats  of  all 

that 
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that  refiife  to  join  him,  while  part  of  his  Soldi- 
ers fortify  thcmfelves  and  cut  Tntrenchments  along 
the  Hill.  Thofe  Romans  that  had  efcaped  the  firit 
Fury  of  the  Sabines  run  down  to  the  City,  carry- 
ing Terror  and  Affright  along  with  them.  The 
Alarm  fpreads  every  way;  the  Confuls,  awakened 
by  the  Noife,  and  no  Icfs  fearful  of  the  Domellic 
than  the  foreign  Enemy,  knew  not  whether  this 
Tumult  comes  from  within  or  without.  Their 
lirft  care  is  to  place  Guards  in  the  Forum^  and 
at  the  City  Gates.  The  Night  is  fpent  in  Doubts 
and  Uneafinefs:  at  length  Day  comes,  and  difco- 
vcrs  who  is  at  the  Head  of  fo  daring  and  fo  flrange 
nn  Enterprize. 

Hcrdonius  from  the  Top  of  the  Capitol  difplays  J  Hat  t/p- 
a  Hat  fixed  upon  a  Spear,  as  the  Signal  of  Liber-  on  a  spear 
ty,  with  Defign  to  engage  the  Slaves,  who  were  ^^'Jj.f"'^/ 

•"  D.       ,OD  ',..,.        of  Liberty, 

very  numerous  m  the  City,  to  come  and  jom  him. 
His  Soldiers,  in  order  to  keep  the  People  from 
taking  Arms,  cry  that  their  General  is  come  to 
Rome  only  to  free  the  Inhabitants  from  the  Se- 
nate's Tyranny,  to  aboliHi  Ulury,  and  fet  up  Laws 
advantageous  to  the  People.  The  Confuls  got  the 
Senate  together  by  break  of  Day.  They  agreed 
to  make  the  People  take  Arms.  The  Tribunes 
declared  they  wou'd  not  oppofe  it,  provided  they 
did  but  know  beforehand  what  Reward  the  Citi- 
zen and  Soldier  might  expeft,  'If  you  will  pro- 
'  mife  us  upon  Oath,  faid  they  to  the  Confuls, 
'  that  as  foon  as  we  have  retaken  the  Capiro],  you 
'  will  nominate  the  Commiflioners  whom  we  de- 

*  mand  for  the  ellablifhing  of  a  Body  of  Laws,  we 
'  are  ready  to  march  againfb  the  Enemies.     But 

*  if  you  are  yet  inflexible,  we  fhall  take  care  to 
'  withhold  the  People  from  expofing  their  Lives 

*  to  fupport  fo  cruel  and  fo  tyrannical  a  Govern- 

*  ment.  '• 

The  Senate  heard  not  without  the  quickcfl:  In- 
dignation, that  the  Tribunes  fnou'dthus  fet  a  Price 

i  as 
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as  it  were  upon  the  Defence  of  the  City  and  the 
People's  Service.     It  was  plain  they  intended  to 
take  Advantage  of  the  prefent  dangerous  Con- 
junfture.     C/  Claudius  was  rather  for  going  with- 
out the  People's  mercenary  Afliftance,  than  buying 
it  with  fuch  odious  Conditions.     He  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  Patricians  themfelves,  with  the  help 
of  their  Clients,  were  powerful  enough  to  drive 
out  the  Enemy.    That  if  they  fhou'd  happen  to 
want  a  greater  Number  of  Troops,  they  might  call 
the  Latins  and  the  other  Allies  to  their  Aid :  and 
that  in  cafe  of  Extremity,  they  had  better  arm  even 
their  Slaves  than  to  fubmit  to  the  Tribunes.     But 
The  People  the  oldefl  Senators,  and  thofe  that  had  moft  Autho- 
sakeyirms.y-^^y-^^  that  AlTembly,  feeing  the  Enemy  over  their 
Heads,  and  fearing  the  Sabines^  the  Mqui  and  the 
/^(9^/ might  be  let  into  the  City,  were  of  opinion, 
that  in  fo  imminent  a  Danger  they  ought  not  to 
refufe  the  People  any  thing  that  cou'd  induce  them 
to  take  Arms  immediately.     P. /^^/m^j,  firftCon- 
ful,  who  was  of  this  mind,  went  to  the  Forum^  and 
promifed  the  People,  that  as  foon  as  ever  the  Ca- 
pitol was  retaken,  and  che  City  reftored  to  Qui- 
et, he  wou'd  not  hinder  the  Tribunes  from  pro- 
pofing  the  Law:  And  that  as  to  his  own  parti- 
cular, whenever  it  was  brought  into  Deliberati- 
on, he  wou'd  only  confult  the  Good  of  his  Fel- 
low-Citizens,  and   wou'd  always   remember  his 
Name  as  an  hereditary  Obligation  upon  him  to  fa- 
vour the  People's  Interefts  in  all  Things  that  were 
not  contrary  to  the  general  Good  of  the  RepubHc. 
The  People  charm'd  with  thefe  Hopes  took  Arms, 
and  folemnly  fwore  never  to  lay  them  down  with- 
out leave  from  the  Confuls.     The  Romans  called 
Tumultus  ^^"'^^  ^^y  °^  arming  'TumuJtus^  becaufe  occafioned 
&  Conju-  by  unforefeen  Accidents.    None  was  exempt  from 
ratio;       it.  The  General  ufually  pronounced  thefe  Words j 
what  thofe  j^^f  fj^Qp,  ^Ij^j  -wou'd  Cave  the  Republic  follow  me. 
mean.        Then  fuch  as  were  aflembled,  fv/ore  all  toge- 
ther 
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ther  to  defend  the  Commonwealth  to  the  laft 
Drop  of  their  Blood :  which  was  call'd  Conjuratio. 
When  the  People,  all  armed,  had  taken  thefe 
Oaths,  the  two  Confuls,  according  to  cuftom, 
drew  Lots  which  fliou'd  lead  on  the  Attack.  This 
Poft  fell  to  Valerius,  and  Claudius  in  the  mean 
while  marched  out  of  the  City  at  the  Head  of  a 
Body  of  Troops,  to  hinder  any  Succours  from 
coming  to  Herdonius,  or  to  keep  the  Enemy 
from  attacking  any  other  part  of  the  City  to  make 
a  Diverfion. 

But  no  Troops  appeared  in  the  Country,  ex- 
cept one  Legion,  which  L.  Mamiliiis^  the  fupremc 
Magiftrate  of  'Tufcidum^  fent  of  his  own  accord  to 
the  Affiftance  of  the  Romans:  Claudius  ordered  it 
to  march  into  the  City.     Valerius  put  himfelf  at 
the  Head  of  the  Citizens  and  Allies,  and  marched 
ftrait  againft  the  Enemy.     The  Romans  and  'T^uf- 
culans  fought  with  equal  Emulation.     They  ftrove 
who  fhou'd   have   the  Glory  of  forcing  the  In- 
trenchments  firft.     Herdonius  bore  their  Onfet 
with  a  determined  Courage:   He  was  befides  fa- 
voured by  the  Superiority  of  his  Pofl.  They  fought 
for  a  long  time  with  great  Fury  and  equal  Obili- 
nacy.     The  Day  was  already  far  fpent,  before  it 
was  poffible  to  diftinguifli  which  fide  had  the  Ad- 
vantage. The  Conful  Valerius  driving  by  his  own 
Example  to  encourage  his  Soldiers  to  make  another 
Puih,  was  flain  at  the  Heati  of  the  Attack.  P.  Vo-  TheCapU 
lumnius^  a  confular  Pcrfon  thrtt  fought  near  him,  fol  re-ta- 
caufed  his  Body  to  be  covered,  in  order  to  conceal ^^^'  - 
ftom  the  Troops  the  Knowledge  of  fo  great  aLofs. 
He  afterwards  led  them  on  with  fo  much  Bravery, 
that  the  Sabines  Vvrere  forced  to  give  Ground,  and 
the  Romans  carried  the  Intrenchments  before  they 
perceiv'd  that  they   fought  without  a  General. 
Herdonius,  having  loft  moft  of  his  Soldiers  by  Herdoniui 
difputing  the  Ground  Inch  by  Inch,  feeing  himfelf}^|^5'/^j''" 
without  Hopes,  and  his  Fortifications  forced,  cau-  killed. 
4  fed 


^*  1 8         The  Hljiory  of  the  Revolutions  B  o  ok  I V. 

fed  himfelf  to  be  killed,  to  avoid  falling  alive  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Romans.  Thofe  few  of  his  Sol- 
diers that  were  left,  fell  moft  of  them  upon  their 
own  Swords  3  feme  threw  themfelves  from  the  top 
of  the  Rock.  Thofe  that  the  Romans  could  take 
alive,  were  treated  as  Robbers.  They  no  lefs  fe- 
verely  punifhed  the  Deferters  and  Exiles  that  had 
joined  Herdoniusj  and  by  this  Vi6tory  the  fo- 
reign Enemy  was  drove  out  of  the  City.  But 
the  domeilic  Foe  flill  continued  the  mod  power- 
ful in  it,  and  the  Tribunes  even  took  Occafion 
from  this  Advantage,  and  the  Promifes  of  theCon- 
ful  Valerius^  to  renew  their  Pretenfions  and  to  raife 
freili  Troubles. 

Thofe  Magiflrates  of  the  People,  or  to  fpeak 
more  properly  thofe  eternal  Fomenters  of  all  Se- 
ditions, cited  Claudius  to  propofe  the  Law,  and 
thereby  to  fatisfy  the  Manes  of  his  Colleague, 
who  had  bound  himfelf  to  do  it  in  fo  folemn  a 
manner.  The  Conful,  to  flacken  their  Heat  and 
gain  time,  had  recourfe  to  various  Pretences.  At 
one  time  he  excufed  himfelf  from  holding  the  Af- 
fembly,  upon  account  of  the  Neceflity  there  was 
of  purifying  the  Capitol,  and  offering  Sacrifices 
to  the  Gods.  At  another  time  he  amufed  the  Peo- 
ple with  Games  and  Public  Spectacles.  At  length 
having  quite  worn  out  thefe  Pretences,  and  find- 
ing himfelf  clofe  prell  by  the  Tribunes,  he  de- 
clared that  the  Republic  being  deprived  of  one 
of  her  Rulers  by  the  Death  of  Valerius^  it  was  ex- 
pedient, before  they  offer'd  to  ellablilli  any  new 
Law,  to  proceed  to  the  Ele6tion  of  another  Con- 
ful J  and  accordingly  he  appointed  the  Day  when 
the  Comitia  of  Centuries  fhou'd  be  held.  The  Se- 
nate and  the  whole  Body  of  the  Nobility  and  Pa- 
tricians who  were  fo  greatly  concerned  to  oppoie 
the  Reception  of  this  Law,  refolvcd  to  chufe  in 
the  room  o^  Fakrkis  fome  Confuhr,  vs^'hofe  Merit 
might  pleafe  thq  People,  and  who  yet  wou'd  take 

care 
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care  to  defeat  the  Tribune's  PropoGil.  With  this 
Intent  they  call  their  Eyes  upon  L.  ^untius  Cin-  Qjalntius 
cinnattis^  the  Father  oi  Cefo  whom  the  People  had  Cmcmna- 
lately  baniihed  with  fo  much  MaHce.  And  they  ^'''^'''•/''^• 
took  their  Meafures  fo  well,  that  the  Day  of 
Ele£i:ion  being  come,  the  firil  Clals,  confiding  of 
eighteen  Centuries  of  Cavalry,  and  fourfcore  of 
Infantry,  gave  him  their  Voices.  This  unanimous 
Confent  of  all  the  Centuries  of  a  Clafs  which 
out-number'd  all  the  reft,  fecured  him  that  Dig- 
nity, and  he  was  declared  Conful  in  his  Abfence 
and  without  his  Privity.  The  People  were  fur- 
prized  and  terrified  at  this  Choice :  They  plainly 
faw  that  by  fetting  over  them  a  Conful  provo- 
ked with  the  Baniiliment  of  his  Son,  the  whole 
Defign  was  to  defer  the  Publication  of  the  Law. 
Neverthelefs  the  Deputies  of  the  Senate,  with- 
out giving  any  heed  to  the  People's  Difcontent, 
went  to  fetch  Quintius  out  of  the  Country,  whi- 
ther he  was  retired  fince  his  Son's  Difgrace,  and 
where  he  tilled  with  his  own  Hands  five  or  fix 
Acres  of  Land  which  were  left  out  of  the  broken 
Remains  of  his  Fortune. 

Thefe  Deputies  found  him  driving  the  Plough 
with  his  own  Hands.  By  fainting  him  Conful, 
and  prefenting  him  with  the  Decree  of  his  Ele- 
iSlion,  they  made  him  acquainted  with  the  Subjed: 
of  their  Journey.  That  venerable  old  Man  was 
under  fome  Doubt  what  Refolution  to  take.  Be- 
ing wholly  free  from  Ambition,  in  his  own  choice 
he  preferr'd  the  Sweets  of  a  rural  Life  to  all  the 
Pomp  of  the  Confular  Dignity.  Neverthelefs, 
Love  of  his  Country  prevailing  in  his  Mind  a- 
bove  his  own  Satisfatbion,  he  took  leave  of  his 
Wife,  and  recommending  to  her  the  care  of  the 
Houfe,  '  I  fear,  (iiys  he,  my  dear  RaciUa^  our 
'  Fields  will  be  but  ill  manured  this  Year.  They 
at  the  (ame  time  invefled  him  with  a  Robe  bor- 
dered with  Purple,  and  the  Lidors  with  their 

Fafces 
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Fafces  prefented  chemfelvcs  to  guard  him  and  re- 
ceive his  Commands.  Thus  his  Merit  and  the 
Neceffities  of  the  State  brought  him  back  to 
Rome^  where  he  had  never  let  his  Foot  fince 
his  Son's  Difgrace.  He  had  no  fooner  taken  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Confulfhip,  but  he  got  an  exad:  Re- 
lation to  be  made  to  him  of  all  that  happened  in 
Herdonius\  Invafion.  Thence  taking  occafion  to 
convene  the  Aflembly  of  the  People,  he  mounted 
the  Roflrum^  and  without  declaring  himfelf  either 
for  the  People  or  Senate,  he  reprimanded  them 
both  with  equal  Severity.  He  reproached  the  Se- 
nate, that  by  their  continual  Compliance  with  all 
the  Tribunes  Fretenfions,  they  had  fed  the  Info- 
Quintius  l^nce  and  rebellious  Spirit  of  the  People.  He 
Cincin-  faid  there  was  left  in  the  Senators  none  of  that  love 
natus'j  i//- of  their  Country,  and  that  defire  of  Glory  which 
5/LTf '^  feemed  to  be  fo  natural  to  their  Order.  That  a 
timorous  Policy  had  taken  place  of  the  legal  Au- 
thority, and  of  the  firm  Refolution  which  was  fo 
necefTary  in  Government.  He  added,  that  an  un- 
bridled Licentioufnefs  reigned  in  Rome:  That  Sub- 
ordination and  Obedience  feemed  quite  banifhed 
from  it.  That  now  but  lately,  to  the  fhame 
of  the  Roman  Name,  fome  feditious  Men  had 
been  feen  to  put  a  Price  upon  the  Defence  of  their 
City,  ready  to  acknowledge  Herdonius  for  their 
Sovereign,  if  they  might  not  change  the  Form  of 
the  Government.  '  This  is  the  Fruit,  cried  he, 
'  of  thofe  continual  Harangues  with  which  the 
'  People  are  fo  infatuated.  But  I  Ihall  take  car^ 
'  to  carry  them  out  of  the  way  of  thefe  Sedu- 
'  cers,  which  now  reign  in  Rome  with  more  Iii- 
'  folence  and  Tyranny  than  ever  did  the  T'arquins. 
'  Know  then,  Ye  Roman  People,   that  my  Col- 

*  league  and  1  have  refolved  to  make  War  upon 
'  the  ALqui  and  the  Volfc'i.  We  declare  too,  thac 
'  we  will  even  pafs  the  Winter  in  the  Field  .with- 

*  out  ever  re-entering,  during  our  Confulate,  in- 

«  to 
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*  to  a  City  fo  fall  of  Seditions.     We  command 

*  all  thofe  that  have  taken  the  military  Oath  to 
'  appear  to-morrow  with  their  Arms  at  the  Lake 
*•  Rezilhs.  That  Oiall  be  the  Rendezvous  of  the 
'  whole  Army. 

The  Tribunes  anfwered  in  a  fcoffing  manner , -O//^^/^ 
that  they  did  not  know  but  he  might  chance  to  ^/.^^^^^/'^^ 
go   to   the  War  alone   with  his  Colleague,  and  ^nd  Con- 
that  they  wou'd  take  care  noLevyfliou'd  be  rnade./''^^* 
'  We  Oiall  not  want  Soldiers,   replied  ^intius ; 
'  ar^^  we  have  yet  under  our  Command  all  thofe 
'  that  took  Arms  before  the  Capitol,  and  fwore 
'  folemnly  not  to  lay  them  down  again  without 
^  Permilfion  from  the  Conluls.     If  by  your  Inlli- 
'  gation  they  refu!e  to  obey  us,  the  Gods  Aven- 
'  gers  of  Perjurv  will  know  how  to  punifh  them 
'  for  their  Defevtion. 

The  Tribunes,  to  evade  fo  pofitive  an  Engage-  Kellgicuf- 
mcnr,  cried  out  that  that  Oath  bound  them  only  ^_^^  ^J  the 
to  the  Perfon  o^  Valerius^  and  fo  was  buried  with 
him  in  his  Tomb.  But  the  People,  more  plain- 
hearted,  and  in  thofe  Days  ignorant  of  the  perni- 
cious Art  of  interpreting  the  Laws  of  Religion 
according  to  their  own  Purpofes,  rejefted  fo  fri- 
volous a  Diftin6lion.  Every  Man  prepared  hun- 
fclf  to  take  Arms,  tho'  very  unwillingly.  What 
Hill  increafed  their  Repugnance,  was  a  Report 
which  was  fpread  about,  that  the  Confuls  had 
given  private  Dire61:ions  to  the  Augurs  to  be  very 
early  in  the  Morning  at  the  Bank  of  theL^/^f.  Ic 
was  apprehended  that  their  Deiign  was  to  hold  a 
general  AfTembly  there,  and  that  fo  all  which  had 
been  done  in  former  ones  for  the  Advantage  of 
the  People  might  there  be  annulled,  fince  they 
cou'd  then  receive  no  Benefit  from  the  Affiflance 
and  Oppofition  of  the  Tribunes,  whofe  Authori- 
ty and  Function  were  confined  to  a  Mile  about 
Rome :  So  that  if  they  had  gone  to  that  AfTembly, 
they  wou'd   have  had   no   more  Regard  paid  to 
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them,  than  the  meaneft  Plebeian^  and  been  equal- 
ly fubje6V  to  the  Power  of  the  Confuls. 
QuintiusV      QuiNTius,  to  keep  the  People  in  Awe,  gave 
/even  but  q^.  q^^j.  ^j^j  above,  that  at  his  Return  he  wou'd 
Condu^.    convene  no  Aflembly  for  the  Eleftion   of  new 
Confuls  J  but  that  he  was  refolved  to  name  a  Di- 
6i:ator,   to   the   Intent  that  the  Seditious  might 
learn  by  their  Punifhment,  that  all  the  Harangues 
of  the  Tribunes  wou'd  not  be  fufficient  to  fhelter 
them  from  the  Power  and  definitive  Sentences  of 
the  fupream  Mag  ill:  rate.  ^  * 

The  People,  who  till  then  had  never  made 
War  but  againll  Enemies  bordering  upon  Rome^ 
being  always  accuftomed  to  return  home  to  their 
Houfes  at  the  end  of  every  Campaign,  were  Ifruck 
with  Conflernation  at  a  Defign  which  threatened 
to  make  them  fpend  the  Winter  in  a  Camp.  The 
Tribunes  v^^ere  no  lefs  alarmed  at  the  Thoughts  of 
an  Aflembly  out  of  Rome^  where  Refolutions 
might  be  taken  contrary  to  their  Interelts.  Both 
one  and  t'other,  intimidated  by  the  Firmnefs  of  the 
Confuls,  had  recourfe  to  the  Senate.  The  Wo- 
men and  Children,  all  in  Tears,  conjured  the  prin- 
cipal Men  in  the  Senate  to  mollify  ^lintius^  and 
to  prevail  with  that  rigorous  Magiilrate  that 
their  Husbands  and  their  Fathers  might  retui-n 
to  their  Homes  at  the  end  of  the  Campaign. 
The  Affair  was  put  upon  a  kind  of  Negotiation. 
This  was  the  Point  to  which  the  Conful  by  this 
affefted  but  necelTary  Severity  wanted  to  bring 
the  Tribunes.  A  fort  of  Provifional  Treaty  was 
made  between  them:  Qluntius  promifed  not  to 
take  Arms,  and  not  to  force  the  Troops  to  winter 
in  the  Field,  unlefs  he  were  conflrained  to  do  it  by 
fome  new  Incurfions  of  the  Enemies  j  and  the 
Tribunes  on  their  parts  bound  themfelves  to  make 
no  Propofal  to  the  People  concerning  the  Efta- 
blifhment  of  the  new  Laws. 

'  Qu  I  x-i 
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Qltintius,  inllead  of  making  War,  fpcnt  the 
whole  time  of  his  Confulate  in  difpenfing  Juftice 
between  Man  and  Man.  He  gave  Audience  to 
every  body  freely  j  he  examined  the  Pleas  of  each 
Party  with  Attention,  and  then  gave  fuch  equita- 
ble Judgments,  that  the  People  charmed  with  the 
Mildnds  of  his  Government,  feemed  to  hitve  for- 
got that  there  was  any  fuch  thing  as  Tribunes  in 
the  Republic. 

Notwithitanding  a  Condu6t  fo  full  of  Modera- 
tion and  Equity,  Virginius^  VoJfc'ms^  and  the  refl 
of  the  Tribunes,  ufed  all  their  Endeavours  to  gee 
themfelves  perpetuated  in  the  Tribuneihip,  al- 
ledging  that  the  People  flood  in  need  of  their 
Zeal  and  Capacity  to  procure  the  Reception  of 
^erentiUus's  Propofal,  The  Senate,  forefeeing  the 
Abufes  that  might  proceed  from  fuch  a  perpetual 
Magiftracy,  made  a  Decree  prohibiting  any  Citi- 
zen (in  the  Eleftions)  from  Handing  two  Years  to- 
gether for  the  fame  Office.  But  without  any  re- 
gard to  a  Regulation  fo  necefTary  for  the  maintain- 
ing of  the  public  Liberty,  thofe  Tribunes,  accu- 
ftomed  to  the  Sweets  of  Authority,  made  fo  much 
llir,  that  they  were  continued  in  the  fame  Employ- 
ment a  third  time.  The  Senate  apprehending  there 
was  nothing  which  thofe  feditious  Spirits  wou'd 
not  attempt,  without  confidering  the  Decree  they 
had  juft  publillied,  were  alfo  on  their  fide  for  con- 
tinuing Qjj  I N  T I  u  s  in  the  ConfuIiTiip  3  but  that  - 
great  Man  oppofcd  it  warmly  j  he  reprefented  j^  ^^^' 
with  great  Gravity  to  the  Senators  the  wrong 
they  did  themfelves  in  offering  to  violate  their 
own  Laws.  That  nothing  fhewed  the  Weaknefs 
of  the  Government  more  than  that  Multitude  of 
new  Laws  which  were  propofed  daily  but  ne- 
ver obferved.  That  it  was  by  this  wavering 
Conduft,  that  they  juilly  drev/  upon  themfelves 
the  Contempt  of  the  Multitude.  The  Senate, 
equally  touched  with  the  Wifdom  and  the  Mode- 
S  z  ration 
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ration  oF  ^intius^  remrn'd  to  hin  Opinion.  The 
Eleftion  was  made 5  ^Fabius  Vihulanus  and  L. 
Cornelius  Maluginenfis  were  named  Conluls  tor  ihe 
enfuing  Year.  Scarce  was  Quintius  ouc  of  his 
Poft,  but  he  went  back  to  the  Country,  to  refume 
his  former  Labour  and  Occupations. 

After  his  Departure,  the  Friends  of  his  Family,  . 
and  among  others  A-  Cornelius  and  ^  Sewilius^ 
both  QuiEllors  that  Year,  provoked  at  the  unjuft 
Exile  of  Cefo^  profecuted  M.  Volfcius  his  Accufer 
for  being  the  Author  and  Miniller  of  fo  cruel  a 
Profecution.  Thole  two  Qiissftors,  by  the  Power 
belonging  to  their  Office,  convened  the  Aflembly 
of  the  People.  They  produced  their  Witnefles, 
fome  of  which  gave  Tellimony  that  they  had  fcen 
Cefo  in  the  Army,  on  the  very  Day  when  Volfcius 
pretended  he  killed  his  Brother  at  Rome\  others 
affirmed  that  Volfcius's  Brother  died  of  a  languifh- 
ing  Diftemper,  which  was  upon  him  fome 
Months,  and  that  he  never  llirred  out  of  his 
Houfe  after  he  fell  ill.  Thefe  Fa6ls  and  many 
others  were  attefted  by  fo  many  Pcrfons  of  unque- 
llionable  Credit,  that  there  was  no  room  left  to ., 
doubt  of  Volfcius''^  Malice  in  this  Calumny.  But 
the  Tribunes  being  the  Colleagues  and  Accom- 
plices of  Volfcius^  put  a  flop  to  this  Profecution, 
declaring  they  wou'd  not  fuflfer  the  Peoples  Votes 
to  be  gathered  upon  any  Affair  whatfoever,  be- 
fore they  had  given  their  Suffrages  with  relation 
to  the  Laws  propofed.  The  Senate  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  Excufe  in  their  turn,  and  whenever  the 
five  Commiffioners  demanded  by  the  Tribunes 
were  talk'd  of,  revived  the  Bulinefs  of  Volfcius, 
The  Confulate  of  Fabius  and  Cornelius  pafs'd  away 
in  thefe  fucccffive  Contentions. 

The  Wars  broke  out  afre{h  under  that  of  C. 
Nautius  and  L.  Minutius  their  Succeffors.  The, 
Sabines  and  /Equi  renewed  their  Irruptions.  Naw 
tins  marched  Jigainft  the  Sabines^  defeated  them. 
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and  cntred  their  Territory,  where  he  laid  all  wade 
with  Fire  and  Sword.  Minntius  was  not  fo  fuc- 
cefsful  againft  the  jEqul.  That  timorous  General, 
who  thought  lefs  oF  conquering  than  of  avoid- 
ing being  conqut^rcd,  had  like  to  have  perilled 
with  his  whole  Army  thro'  Excefs  of  Precauti- 
on. He  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  pufhed  by  the  Ene- 
my into  Straits,  where  at  his  Back,  at  his  Right 
and  Left  he  had  Mountains  that  indeed  covered 
his  Camp,  but  at  the  fame  time  hinder'd  him  from 
eoinp-  out  of  it.  This  rugged  Place  left  him  but  one 
Pafhige  out:  The^^az  were  beforehand  with  the 
Romans^  and  got  Polleffion  of  it.  They  then  for- 
tified themfelves  there  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  conftrain  them  to  fight:  They  eafily 
fetched  their  Provifions  and  Forage  from  theCoun- 
try  behind  them,  while  the  Roman  Army,  fhut  up 
wirhin  thcStraits  of  thofe  Mountains,  wereinwant 
■  of  every  thing.  Some  Horfemen,  who  under  cover 
of  the  Night  made  their  way  thro'  the  Enemy's 
Camp,  carried  the  News  lo  Rome.  Theyfaid,  that 
the  Army  being  furrounded  on  all  fides,  and  in  a 
manner  befiecred,  wou'd  for  want  of  Provifions  be 
oblig'd  to  throw  down  their  Arms,  if  they  were 
not  fpeedily  relieved.  ^I'lntus  Tah'nis^  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  City,  immediately  difpatched  a  Meffen- 
ger  to  the  other  Conful  to  inform  him  of  the  Ex- 
tremity his  Colleague  vi?as  in:  Nautius  leaving  his 
Army  under  the  Command  of  his  Lieutenants,  fee 
out  privately,  and  repaired  to  Rome  in  all  hade. 
He  arrived  therein  the  Night,  and  after  conferring 
out  of  hand  with  fome  of  the  chief  of  the  Senate, 
it  was  agreed,  that  it  was  necefiliry  upon  thisOcca- 
fion  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Remedy,  which  was 
wont  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  the  greateil  Calamities,  5'*'*  "-^ 
that  is  to  fav,  to  name  a  Diftator,  The  Conful,  ac-  295. 
cording  to  the  Prerogative  of  the  Confulfhip,  na- 
med L.  QuiNTius  CiNCiNNATUs,  and  returned  \-  Q^^'in- 
with  the  fame  Diligence  to  put  himfelf  again  at  ^""/^"JJJ. 

S  ;  the     ^ 
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the  Head  of  his  Army.  The  Governor  of  Rome 
Tent  the  Conful's  Decree  to  ^intius  5  they  found 
that  great  Man  as  before,  cultivating  his  Httle  In- 
heritance with  his  own  Hands.  The  Deputies, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  gave  him  Information 
of  his  new  Dignity,  prefented  to  him  four  and 
twenty  Li6tors  armed  with  Axes  bound  up  in 
their  Fafces,  a  kind  of  Guards  ufcd  by  the  ancient 
Kings  of  Rome^  and  which  the  Confuls  had  re- 
tained in  Part,  only  they  never  carried  Axes  in 
the  City  but  before  the  Diftator.  The  Senate 
having  Notice  that  ^u'mtius  drew  near,  feat  him 
a  Boat  in  which  he  crois'd  the  T'yher-t  his  three 
Children,  his  Friends,  and  the  principal  of  the 
Senate  received  h'm  at  his  Landing,  and  con- 
dufled  him  to  his  Houfe.  The  Di6lator  next 
Day  named  for  General  of  his  Horfe  L.  'Tarquitius^ 
a  Patrician  of  uncommon  Valour,  but  v/ho  not 
having  wherewithal  to  buy  and  keep  a  Horfe,  had 
till  then  never  ferved  but  in  the  infantry.  Thus 
all  the  Hopes  of  the  Republic  lay  in  an  old  Man 
^uft  taken  from  the  Plough,  and  in  a  Foot-Soldier 
intruded  with  the  general  Command  of  the  Horfe. 
But  thefe  Men,  whofe  Poverty  was  glorious  to 
them,  wanted  for  no  Greatnefs  of  Soul  and  Valour 
in  Command.  The  Diftator  ordered  the  Shops 
to  be  fhut  up,  and  all  Inhabitants  that  were  of  an 
Age  fit  to  bear  Arms,  to  be  before  Sun-fet  in  the 
Field  of  Mars^  each  with  twelve  Stakes,  and  Vi- 
tluals  for  five  Days.  He  then  put  himfelf  at  the 
Head  of  thefe  Troops,  and  before  Day  arrived 
Quintins  pretty  near  the  Enemy's  Camp.  He  went  him- 
javes  the  fgif  ^nd  vicwcd  it,  as  well  as  the  Obfcurity  of  the 
jfSj.  ^  Night  would  permit  him.  His  Soldiers  by  his 
Command  made  feveral  loud  Shouts,  to  give  the 
Conful  Notice  of  the  Arrival  of  Succour;  they 
intrenched  themfclves,  and  fortified  their  Intrench- 
ments  with  a  Pallifado,  made  of  the  Stakes  they 
had   brought   from  Rome:    And   thefe  Intrench- 

ments 
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ments  ferved   at   the  fame  time  to  fliut  up  the 
Enemy's  Camp.     The  General  of  the  Mq^ui^  na- 
med Gracchus  Dnllius^  endeavoured,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Darknels,  to  interrupt  this  Work.      His 
Troops  advanced,  but  with  that  Fear  and  Doubt 
which  is  always  occafioned  by  the  Night  and  a 
Surprize,     ^lint'tus^  who  forefaw  this  Attack,  fet 
one  part  of  his  Army  againft  them,  while  the  other 
continued  to  intrench  themfelves.     The  Noife  of 
Arms,   and  the  Shouts  of  the  Combatants  made 
the  Conful   yet   more   certain   that  Succour  was 
come.     He  attacked  the  Camp  of  the  Mqui  on 
his  fide,  not  fo  much  with  hopes  of  carrying  it, 
as  with  defign  to  make  a  Diverfion,     This  fecond 
Attack  drew  part  of  the  Mqui  to  that  fide,  and 
gave  the  Di6l:ator   time   to   finilh   his   Intrench- 
ments,  fo  that  the  Enemy  at  break  of  Dav  iaw 
themfelves  in  their  turn  befieged  by  two  Armies. 
The  Battel  began  anew  at  the  return  of  Light. 
The  Diftator  and  Conful  then  attacked  the  Ene- 
my's Camp  with  their  whole  Power.     ^Intius 
found  the  part  that  he  attacked  the  lead  fortified, 
becaufe  the  General  of  the  uEqid  did  not  imagine 
he  fhou'd  have  occafion  to  defend  himfelf  on  that 
fide :   He  made  but  a  weak  Refillance,  and  being 
apprehenfive  that  his  Camp  wou'd  be  won  Sword 
in  Hand,   he  had   recourfe  to  Negotiation.     He 
fent  Deputies   to   the  Conful,   who,   without  fo 
much  as  hearing  their  Mefiage,  referred  them  to 
the  Di6tator.     Thofe  Deputies  being  come  to  his 
Prefence,  notwithflanding  the  heat  of  the  A6ti- 
on,  conjured  him  to  rellrain  the  Impetuofity  of 
his  Soldiers,  and  not   to  make  his  Glory  of  the 
Dertru61^ion  of  almoft  a  whole  Nation  j    and  of- 
fered  him   to   quit  their  Camp  and  retire  with- 
out Baggage,  without  Cloaths  and  without  Arms.  D.H.I. 10. 
QuiNTius  replied  llernl}^  that  he  did  not  efteem  Liv.  Dec, 
them  fo  much  as  to  think  their  Death  wou'd  be  '■  '•  3- 
of  any  confequence  to  the  Republic  >  that  there-  Val^Max 

S  4  fore  1.2.  c.  7/ 
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fore  he  tVeely  granted  them  their  Lives  j  but  that 
their  General  and  principal  Officers  muil  remain 
Prifoners  of  War,  and  all  their  Soldiers  pafs  under 
the  Yoke,   otherwife   he  wou'd  immediately  cut 
them  all  to  Pieces.     The  jEqui  being  furrounded 
every  way,   fubmitted  to  all   the  Conditions  that 
their  victorious  Enemy  pleafed  to  impofe  on  them. 
Two  Javelins  were  fixed  in  the  Earth,  and  a  third 
faflrned  acrof  upon  the  Points  of  thofe.     All  the 
TheJEc^i  y^qiii^  naked  and  unarmed,  pafled  imder  this  mi- 
tf^Tlak^  litary  Portico:   An  Infamy  which  the  Conquerors 
were  wont  to  impofe  upon  the  Vanquiilied,  who 
cou'd  neither  fight  nor  retire.     At  the  fame  time 
thev  delivered  up  to  the  Romans  their  General  and 
Offcers,  who  were  referved  to  attend  the  Di6^a- 
tor's  T'iumph. 

^iintius  gave  the  Plunder  of  the  Enemy's  Camp 
to  the  Army  he  had  brought  with  him  {xomRonCy 
without  retaining  any  thing  for  himfelf,  or  fuflfev- 
ing  the  Troops  of  the  Conful,  whom  he  had  re- 
lieved, to  take  any  Ihare  in  it.  '  Soldiers,  faid 
'  he  to  them  fcverely,   you  that  were  upon  the 

*  Brink  of  falling  a  Prey  to  our  Enemies,  you  ihall 

*  have  no  fhare  in  their  Spoils.  Then  turning  to 
the  Conful :  '  And  you,  Mimitius^  added  he,  you 
'  fhall  never  more  command  thefe  Legions  in 
'■Chief,  till  you  have  fhcwn  more  Courage  and 

*  Capacity.  This  military  Corre(5lion  did  not  at 
all  lefTen  the  Refpect  and  Acknowledgment  which 
thefe  Troops  paid  their  Deliverer  j  and  the  Conful 
and  his  Soldiers  decreed  him  a  Crown  of  Gold 
of  a  pound  Weight,  for  having  faved  the  Liyes 
and  Honour  of  his  Fellow-citizens. 

The  Senate  having  received  Advice  of  the  Vi£l"o- 
ry  which  the  Di6tator  had  obtained,  and  the  ju- 
dicious Partition  he  had  made  of  the  Enemy's 
Spoils,  b'  ing  perfe<5lly  afliamed  that  fo  great  a 
Captain  iTiou'd  fpend  his  old  Age  in  Poverty,  fenc 
him  word  they  dengn'd  he  ihou'd  take  to  hiqfelf 
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a  conlidcrable  Share  of  the  Booty  he  had  won  from 
the  Enemy.     They  were  even  for  allotting  him  a 
Portion  of  the  Lands  conquered  from  the  JEqui^ 
with  a  fulBcicnt  Number  of  Slaves  and  Cattle  to 
ftock  it.     But  QuiNTius  thought  he  owed  his  QuintiusV 
Country  yet   a  greater  Example.      He   preferred  Difinte- 
that  Poverty,  which  he  look'd  upon  as  the  Afylum  rejlednefs. 
and  Support  or"  Liberty,    to  all  the  Wealrh  that 
was  offered  himj  being  perfuaded  that  nothing  can 
be  more  iVee  and  independent  than  a  Citizen,  v;ho 
without  having  any  Exped:ations  from  others,  re- 
ceives his  whole  Subfiitance  from  his  own  Labour 
or  Inheritance. 

This  great  Man,  in  lefs  than  a  Fortnight's  time, 
brought  off  the  Conful's  Army,  defeated  that  of 
the  Enemy,  and  returned  back  to  Rome  in  Tri- 
umph. There  were  led  before  his  Chariot  the  E- 
nemy's  General,  and  a  great  Number  of  Officers 
in  Chains,  who  were  the  chief  Ornament  of  that 
Proccffion.  The  Roman  Soldiers  followed  him 
with  Garlands  of  Flowers  upon  their  Heads,  cele- 
brating his  Vi6]:oiy  with  military  Songs.  He  then 
abdicated  the  Di6tature  the  fixteenth  Day  after  his 
Advancement  to  it,  tho'  he  might  legally  have 
held  that  Dignity  fix  Months.  Such  uncommon 
Moderation  added  yet  more  to  his  Glory,  and  the 
Love  of  his  Fellow-cicizens. 

The  Friends  of  his  Family  laying  hold  of  this 
favourable  Conjunfture,  at  length  prevailed  to  have 
Volfcius   the   Accufer   of  ^uint'ms  Cefo^   his  Son, 
brought  to  a  Trial  before  his  i\bdication.   The  Af- 
fcmbly  was  heldj  the  Liformer  being  convicted  of    . 
Calumny  and  falfe  Teftimony,  was  condemned  to  j'^^ff'^o 
perpetual   Banilhment ;    Cefo   was   recalled  home,  Cefo  re- 
and  the  Tribunes  finding  the  People  adored  his  Fa-  calf  d  from 
ther,  durlf  not  oppofe  fo  jufl  a  Sentence,  ^{intius^^^^^^' 
contented  with  his  Son's  Return,  and  cloathed  with 
Glory,  broke  away  from  the  Praifes  and  Applaufe 
of  the  Romans^  and  went  again  and  buried  himfelf 
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in  his  Cottage,  where  he  fell  once  more  to  his  old 
Labours. 
New  Di'  He  did  not  flny  there  longj  new  Diftuibances 
-'^''^r^Tr^  railed  by  the  Tribunes  of  the  People  upon  account 
Vhe'Tri-  of  the  Publication  of  the  TerentUlian  Law,  out  of 
kines  of  fpite  at  Ceffs  Return,  obliged  the  Senate  to  recall 
the  People,  his  Father,  to  fet  him  up  againft  thofe  feditious 
2f.j--5/  jviagiflrates.  The  Sab'mes  and  jEqui^  under  the 
296.  Confulate  of  C.  Horatius  and  ^  Mimicius^  had 
lately  been  making  their  cullomary  Inroads  up  to 
the  very  Gates  of  Rome.  The  Senate  immediately 
ordered  the  two  Confuls  to  march  againft  the  E- 
nemics  out  of  hand.  The  Condu6b  of  the  Army 
appointed  againft  the^^//i  fell  by  Lot  no  Horatius-, 
and  Minucius  was  intrufted  with  the  Command  of 
that  which  was  defigned  againft  the  Sab'mes.  But 
when  the  People  were  to  arm,  the  Tribunes  op- 
pofed  it,  and  protefted  in  their  old  way,  that  they 
"wou'd  not  fuffer  one  Plebeian  to  give  his  Name  to 
go  to  the  War,  till  they  proceeded  to  the  Elcftion 
of  the  Commiflioners.  The  Confuls,  who  cou'd 
not  without  Concern  fee  the  Enemy  laying 
wafte  the  Territory  of  Rome  with  Impunity,  con- 
vened the  Senate  to  find  Means  to  remove  their 
Oppofition.  ^intius,  who  was  come  back  from 
his  Country  Retreat,  reprefented  with  his  ufual 
Firmnefs,  that  inftead  of  wafting  time  in  contend- 
ing with  the  Tribunes,  they  ought  to  march  di- 
rectly againft  the  Enemy  j  that  if  the  People,  ftill 
mif-led  by  their  Tribunes,  perlifted  in  their  Difo- 
bedience,  he  advifed  that  the  whole  Senate  and 
the  Patricians^  with  their  Friends  and  Clients, 
fhou'd  take  Armsj  that  'fpite  of  the  Tribunes, 
they  fliou'd  be  follow'd  by  all  good  Men  who 
fincerely  loved  their  Country  j  that  for  his  part, 
tho'  deprefTcd  with  Years,  he  was  ready  to  fet 
the  Example  firft,  and  that  they  ftiou'd  find  in 
Battel  either  a  glorious  Victory  or  an  honourable 
Dei\th. 
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The  whole  Senate  applauded  fo  generous  a  Re- 
folution.  Thofe  venerable  old  Men  hailed  to  their 
Houfes  to  take  Arms  >  and  attended  by  their  Sons, 
their  Clients  and  their  Servants,  they  repaired  to 
the  Forum^  where  the  Conful  C.  Horatius  had  con- 
vened the  Aflembly.  The  People  all  flocked  thi- 
ther, and  feemed  touched  at  fo  new  a  Sight.  The 
Conful  rcprefented  to  them,  that  all  thole  illuflri- 
ous  Men  chofe  rather  to  expofe  themfelves  to  al- 
moft  a  certain  Death,  than  to  endure  the  Enemy 
any  longer  at  the  Gates  of  Rome^  and  exhorted 
all  good  Citizens  to  join  them,  in  order  to  avenge 
the  Glory  of  the  Roman  Name.  But  Virginius^ 
who  had  got  himfelf  continued  live  Years  to- 
gether in  the  Tribunefhip,  cried  out  with  great 
Vehemence,  that  he  wou'd  never  fuffer  the  Peo- 
ple to  take  Arms  till  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Laws  was 
firft  determined.  The  Conful,  upon  this,  turn- 
ing towards  the  Tribune  with  a  Countenance  full 
of  Indignation :  '  It  muft  be  confeiTed,  fays  he  to  ^hc  Conful 
him,  you  perform  a  very  heroic  Aftion,  and  C.  Hora- 
keep  llridly  up  to  your  ordinary  Behaviour,  in  ^'^''\ 
fomenting  eternal  Divifions  between  the  People  ^^^'^  ' 
and  the  Senate  j  but  do  not  imagine  your  Cla- 
mours and  Oppofition  fhall  make  us  abandon  the 
Republick,  founded  upon  fuch  fortunate  Aufpi- 
ces.  Know,  Firginius^  and  you  other  Tribunes, 
that  thefe  illuftrious  old  Men,  whom  you  fee 
bending  more  under  the  Number  of  their  Years, 
than  the  Weight  of  their  Armour,  are  going  to 
fight  generouily  againfl:  the  Enemies  of  the 
Roman  Namej  while  You,  the  intrepid  De- 
fenders of  the  People's  Rights,  lie  hid  behind 
our  Walls,  and,  like  fearful  Women,  wait  with 
Anxiety  for  the  Event  of  the  War.  Unlefs  per- 
haps you  pleafe  yourfelves  with  a  fancy,  that  af- 
ter the  doubtful  Chance  of  Arms  has  rid  you  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Roman  Nobility,  the  Ene- 
my, when  vi^orious,  as  a  Recompence  of  your 
4  '  Co  war- 
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'  Cowardice  and  Bafenefs,  will  leave  you  in  a  quiet 
'  Enjoyment  of  the  Tyranny  you  have  ufurped, 
'  and  not  deftroy  Romc^  tho'  in  every  Part  of  it 
*  they  find  nothing  but  iMonuments  and  Trophies 
'  of  their  former  Defeats. 

'  But  even  tho'  for  your  fakes  they  fhou'd  fpare 
'  it,  be  alTured,  that  our  Wives  and  Children,  af- 
'  ter  having  loft  their  Fathers,  their  Husbands, 
'  and  all  that  was  moft  dear  to  them,  will  have 
'  too  much  Courage  to  furvive  usj  they  are  firm- 
'  ly  refolved  to  fet  every  thing  in  Flames,  and  fo 
'  bury  themfelves  under  the  Ruins  of  their  Coun- 
'  try.  Such,  O  Romans^  added  the  Conful,  -are 
'  the  difmal  Effe61"s  which  your  perpetual  DifTen- 
'  tions  muft  unavoidably  produce. 

The  People  were  melted  at  fo  moving  a  Dif- 
courfej  every  body  flied  Tears:  The  Conlul  find- 
ing them  foftened,  and  gi'  ing  way  himfelf  to  his 
So  row,  '  Are  nor  vou  a{hamed,  added  he,  to  fee 
'  thofe  illuftrious  old  Men,  thofe  Senators  whom 
'  you  call  your  Fathers,  devote  themfelves  gene- 
*•  rouOy  to  a  certain  Death  for  a  rebellious  and 
'  infolent  People?  Do  you  dcferve  the  Name  of 
^  Romans?  And  ought  you  not  to  hide  your  Heads 
'  with  Confuiion,  falfe  as  you  are  to  your  Coun- 
'  try,  Deferters  of  her  Armies,  and  greater  Ene- 
'  mies  to  your  Generals  than  the  very  .S"^///  and 
'  Sabines? 

Vh'gin'ius^  perceiving  that  the  Conful's Reproach 

made  an  Impreffion  upon  the  Multitude,  thought 

it  time  to  conform  to  the  prcfent  Conjundlurej . 

The  Tri'     and  aflliming  a  milder  Behaviour  •,   '  No,  we  will 

biate's  mo-  t  never  abandon  you,  Confcript  Fathers,  faid  he, 

nor  are  we  capable  of  betraying  the  Interefts  of 

our  Country.     We  will  live  and  die  with  yoti: 

Dea.h   mull  be  pleafant  to  us,   fighting  under 

fuch  worthy  Leaders  for  the  common  Defence 

of  our  Country.      It  is  true,    that   being  Citi- 

"^ens  of  the  fame  State,  and  contributing  all  c- 

.'  o;jally 
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'  qually,  and  with  the  Price  of  our  Blood,  to 
'  ellablifh  Liberty,  we  have  demanded  Laws  fu- 
'  perior  to  the  Authority  of  the  Senate,  and  re- 
'  ftridive  of  its  Extent.  But  is  it  not  the  efTen- 
'  tial  Conilitution  of  all  Republican  States,  that 
'  no  Body  fhou'd  be  fubje6t  to  any  but  the  Law,  ^ 

*  and  that  the  Law  fhou'd  be  more  powerful  than 
'  the  Mcigiilrate?    Ncverthelefs,  if  you  pcrfid  in 

*  your  Rcfolution  of  Handing  to  the  ancient  Cu- 
'  lloms,  I  confent  for  my  Particular  to  mention 
'  it  no  more  j  I  will  even  wave  my  Oppolicion  > 
'  and  I  am  ready  to  exhort  the  People  to  take 
'  Arms  and  follow  you,  provided  you  will  grant 
'  them  one  Favour,  which  will  be  of  Service  to 
'  them,  without  being  at  all  detrimental  to  your 
'  Authority. 

The  Conful  made  Anfwer,  that  if  his  ReqiieO: 
was  reafonable,  the  People  wou'd  alwavs  find  the 
Senate  ready  to  favour  them,  and  that  he  mighc 
freely  fpeak  his  Mind.     Virginlus  having  confer- 
red a  moment  with  his  Colleagues,  replied,  thfic 
he  defi'ed  he  might  explain  himfelf  in  the  Senate. 
The  Confuls   immediately  adjourned  to  it  :    V'lr- 
gmiiis  follow'd  them  :    He  carried  with  him  the 
Original  Decree  of  the  Creation  of  the  Tribunes. 
Being  admitted  into  the  AfTembly,  he  read  it  a- 
loud  with  the  PermifHon  of  the  Confuls,  and  ad- 
ded :   '  All  that  the  People  requeft  of  you  by  my  virginius 
'  Mouth,  Confcript  Fathers,  is,  that  you  wou'd  demands  to 
'  pleafe  to  add  five  Tribunes  more  to  thofe  that  ^"^^  ^"^ 
'  were  firfl;  eftabliflied  upon  the  Mons  Sacer^   fo  gfil^'p^g, 
'  that  hencefore  the  five  firfl  Claffes   may  qvz\\  pie  created 
'  have  two  Tribunes.'     Virginun  \\\tVi  retired,  kq  inflead  of 
leave  the  Senate  to  deliberate  about  his  Propofd.-^^^' 
Cains  Claudius  highly  oppofcd  this  new  Demand.  jy;rt,utes 
He  reprefented  to  the  Aficmbly,  that  to  add  five  upon  this 
more  Tribunes  to  the  five  old  ones,  was  to  raul-  Occafwu 
tiply  the  number  of  their  Enemies  -,   that  by  de- 
grees they  wou'd  form  a  fecond  Senaic,   whofe 

only 
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only  Aim  wou'd  be  to  ruin  the  Authority  of  the 
firft.  But  ^lintius  took  this  in  another  light  j 
he  maintained  on  the  contrary,  that  by  multiply- 
ing the  Number  of  the  Tribunes,  it  wou'd  make 
it  the  more  eafy  to  fow  Divifion  among  them. 
That  there  wou'd  always  be  fome  one  lefs  fediti- 
ous  than  the  reft,  who  out  of  refpe6t  to  the  Se- 
nate, or  perhaps  out  of  Jealoufy,  wou'd  oppofe 
the  Enterprizes  of  the  others,  which  wou'd  be 
fufficient  to  prevent  them  from  taking  efFe6t. 
That  they  ought  to  rejoice  to  fee  them  renounce 
for  this  the  new  Laws  which  they  before  de- 
manded fo  earneftly  ;  fince  no  body  was  to  be 
told,  that  in  matter  of  Government,  all  Change 
in  the  Laws  fhook  the  very  Foundations  of  the 
Tear  of  State.  The  Opinion  of  that  great  Man  pafs'd  by 
Rome,  plurality  of  Voices.  /^/rgm/V^j' was  call'd  in  again  j 
p96-  the  firft  Conful  inform'd  him  that  the  Senate 
mentoft'he  gi'^^f^d  his  Requeft.  He  took  care' to  fet  off^  this 
Tribunes,  new  Favour  in  Terms  agreeable  to  the  Dignity  of 
the  Body  which  he  was  at  the  Head  of  :  And  the 
Senate  and  People,  with  a  mutual  Agreement, 
concurred  equally,  though  with  oppofite  Views, 
to  the  Augmentation  of  the  Number  of  the  Tri- 
bunes. 

It  was  not  long  e'er  the  Senate  found  that  their 
Compliance  with  the  laft  Demands  of  the  Peo- 
i:he  Tri-    pie,  only  put  them  upon  new  Pretenfions.     And 
bums  pro-  indeed,  the  Tribunes,  grown  more  audacious  than 
^Mount^k   ^^'^^"  ^y  '■^^^'^*  Number,  propofed  that  Mount  A- 
ventine      'uentine  fhou'd  be  granted   to   the  People,   or  at 
Jhou'd  be    leaft  that  part  of  it  which  was  not  occupied  by 
granted  to  patriciam.     L.  IciUus,   the  Head  of  the  College 
^^^^'^^''- of  Tribunes,  remonftrated,  that  the  Land  of  that 
Mountain  belonged  to  the  Republic  ;   that  fome 
D.H.l.io.  Patricians  had  indeed  purchafed  certain  Parcels  of 
it  ',   but  that  others  had   got  Pofteftion  of  what 
they  enjoyed  by  mere  Ufurpation.     That  the  re- 
maining part  of  that  Ground  being  uncultivated 

and 
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and  uninhabited,  he  demanded  that  it  iliou'd  be 
given  gratis  to  the  People,  who  growing  daily- 
more  numerous,  began  now  to  want  Habitations. 
He  propofed  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Patricians 
ihou'd  be  confirmed  in  the  Poflellion  of  thofe  Par- 
cels which  they  fhou'd  fhew  good  Claims  to,  and 
that  thofe  of  that  Order  fhou'd  be  turned  out  who 
had  built  upon  it  without  any  lawful  Title,  being 
however  firll  repaid  the  Value  of  the  Houfes  they 
had  built. 

To  outward  Appearance  there  was  nothing  but 
Juflice  in  this  Propolal  ;  It  was  befides  a  Matter 
of  fmall  Importance:  But  M.Valerius  and  Sp.Vir-  Tear  of 
ginius^  the  Confuls  for  that  Year,   apprehending  Rome 
that  from  this  Partition  of  Mount  Aventine^  the  ^9^' 
People  might  claim  a  Right  to  renew  their  old 
Pretenfions  upon  the  conquered  Lands,   delayed 
calling   the  Senate,   in   hopes  this   new  Demand 
wou'd  by  degrees  fall  of  itfelf.     Icilius  perceiving  Enter- 
thc  Defign  of  the  Confuls  in  this  affefted  Omif-  fri:ze  of 
fion   to  convene   the  Senate,   ventured   upon  an  ^'^^  ^^^: 
Attempt  never  heard  of  before  :   He  fent  them  an  ^Z^  "" 
Apparitor,  commanding  them  to  afiemble  the  Se- 
nate forthwith,  and  repair  to  it  themfeves  with- 
out delay. 

The  Confuls,  juftly  provoked  at  the  Tribune's 
Audacioufnefs,  and  the  Apparitor's  want  of  Re- 
fpe6t,  ordered  that  Errand- bringer  of  theirs  to  be 
driven  away  ignomlnioufly  j  and  one  of  the  Con- 
fuls Liftors,  by  their  Directions,  gave  him  fome 
Baflinadoes  for  his  pains.  This  was  enough  to 
open  the  feditious  Mouth  of  the  Tribune,  who 
only  wanted  a  Pretence  to  inveigh  againfl  the  Se- 
nate. He  reprefented  to  the  People,  that  in  the 
Perfon  of  his  Apparitor  they  had  violated  the 
facred  Privileges  of  the  Tribunelliip  ;  he  caufed 
the  Confuls  Liftor  to  be  fcized,  and  was  imme- 
diately for  putting  him  to  Death,  as  a  Man  guilty 
of  Sacrilege,  and  devoied  to  the  infernal  Gods. 

The 
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The  Confuls,  tho'  the  chief  Magiftrates  of  the 
Repubhc,  cou'd  not  refcue  him  out  of  the  Hands 
of  thofe  who  were  both  his  Adverfaiies  and  his 
Judges. 

The  Senate  endeavoured  to  gain  over  fome  one 
of  the  Tribunes  that  might  put  a  ftop  to  this  Fu- 
ry of  one  of  his  Colleagues  j  but  Icilius  had  been 
beforehand  with  them  there,  and  bad  fo  warmly 
reprefented  to  all  the  Tribunes  that  the  Power  and 
Strength  of  their  College  lay  wholly  in  their  U- 
nion,  that  they  agreed  none  fhou'd  oppofe  what 
was  determined  among  them  by  plurality  of  Voi- 
ces. Thus  the  poor  Liftor  faw  himfelf  juft  upon 
the  point  of  loiing  his  Life,  for  having  obeyed  the 
Orders  of  the  Confuls  too  punctually.  The  Se- 
nate, to  fave  him,  were  obliged  to  come  to  a 
Compofition  with  the  Tribunes.  The  Lidtor  was 
indeed  fet  at  Liberty  ;  but  Mount  Aventine  was 
yielded  to  the  People  by  a  Senatmconfultum  :  And 
this  was  what  made  a  very  great  Breach  in  the 
Authority  of  the  Confuls;  for  the  Tribunes,  af- 
ter the  Example  o^'  Icilius ^  kept  themfelvcs  always 
afterwards  in  podeflion  of  this  new  Prerogative  of 
convening  the  Senate  J  they  who  at  their  Inftitu- 
tion  durft  not  fo  much  as  go  into  it,  but  attended 
its  Commands  under  a  Portico  like  common  Of- 
ficers. 
Enter-  They  did  not  flop  here;  Icilius^  the  boldefl:  and 

%TTr{-     ^^^^  enterprizing  of  all  the  Tribunes,  being  con- 
iunes  a-     tinued  in  that  Magiftracy  for  the  following  Year, 
gair/j}  the  laid  a  Dcfign  to  bring  the  Confuls  rhemfclves  un- 
Conjuls.     ^gj.  fhei,-  Subie6tion,    ?,nd    to  oblige   thofe   chief 
Magiftrates  of  the  Republic,   tho'  inverted  with 
the  Sovereign  Power,   to  undergo  the  Judgment 
of  the  AfTembly  of  the  People. 

'T.  Romilius  and  C.  Feturius^  who  were  Confuls 
Tear  of  this  Year,  finding  the  Stare  was  never  more  at 
Rome  j-e^:).  j^^  borne  than  vhen  her  Arms  were  carried 
^^  *         abroad,  refolved  to  make  War  againfl  the  JEqui 

and 


Book  IV.  m  the  Roman  Republic.  2,37 

and  Sabines^  in  revenge  of  their  continual  Inroads 
and  Devallations.  The  Bufinefs  was  to  raife 
Troops,  and  get  the  Legions  to  march  out  of 
Rome.'  The  two  Confuls,  but  eipecially  Romi- 
lius,  a  Magilhate  fevere  and  haughty  in  his  Na- 
ture, raifed  thofe  Troops  and  proceeded  in  the  In- 
rollment  of  the  Plebeians  ^  with  a  Rigor  very 
improper  in  the  prefent  Difpofition  of  the  Peo- 
ple's Minds.  They  admitted  ho  manner  of  Ex- 
cufe,  and  condemned  to  heavy  Fines  all  thofe  that 
did  not  appear  immediately  upon  their  being  cal- 
led. RomiUus  even  caufed  feveral  to  be  taken  in- 
to Cudody,  for  trying  upon  different  Pretences  to 
get  off  from  going  to  the  War  that  Campaign. 
The  Tribunes  did  not  fail  to  take  their  Parts,  and 
they  endeavoured  to  refcue  thofe  Prifoners  out  of 
the  Hands  of  the  Liftors.  The  Confuls  advanced 
to  fupport  the  Execution  of  their  Orders:  The 
Tribunes  enraged  at  their  Reli (lance  and  backed 
by  the  angry  Populace,  \vere  fo  prefumptuous  as 
to  offer  to  feize  the  Confuls  themfelves,  and  to 
command  the  /Ediles  to  lead  them  to  the  pub- 
lic Prifons.  This  Attempt  upon  the  Sovereign 
Magillrates  of  the  Republic  increafes  the  Tu- 
mult j  the  Patricians^  provoked  at  the  Audaci- 
oufnefs  and  Infolence  of  thefe  Tribunes,  fly  a- 
mong  the  Crowd,  ftrike  all  without  DiitincVion 
that  oppofe  them,  difperfe  the  Affembly,  and  ob- 
lige the  Tribunes  to  fly  like  the  reil,  after  having 
been  foundly  beaten.  Thefe  Litter,  confounded 
and  enraged  at  the  ill  Succefs  of  their  Underta- 
king, convened  the  Affembly  for  the  next  Day, 
and  took  care  to  bring  to  it  moll:  of  the  Plebeians 
out  of  the  Country.  The  Affembly  was  very  nu- 
merous ;  the  Tribunes,  feeing  themfelves  the 
ftrongeft,  caufed  the  two  Confuls  to  be  fummon- 
ed  4tk«  the  meaneft  private  Menj  and  the  Appa- 
ritor cited  them  to  come  and  anfwer  before  the 
Affembly  of  the  People  for  what  had  happened 
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the  Day  before :  The  Confuls  veiefted  the  Citati- 
on with  Scorn.     Then  the  Tribunes,  who  flatter- 
ed themfelves  the  Senate  wou'd  oblige  them,   as 
they  had  done  Coriolanns  and  Cf/<7,  to  acknowledge 
'  the  Authority  of  the  Aficmbly  of  the  People,  and 
fubmit  to  their  Judgment,  repaired  to  the  Palace. 
Being  introduced  into  the  Senate,  they  demanded 
Juilice  for  the  Violence  which  they  pretended  to 
have  been  done  them  by  the  Confuls.     They  ad- 
ded, that  in  their  Perfons  the  facred  Laws  of  the 
Tribunefnip  had  been  violated  j  that  they  hoped 
the  Senate  wou'd  never  fuffer  fo  great  a  Crime  to 
efcape  without  Punillnncnt  5  and  that  they  expe6t- 
ed  in  the  firfl;  place  either  that  the  Confuls  fhou'd 
clear  themfelves  by  Oath  from   having  had  any 
hand  in  the  lall  TumuXi^JMv^  if  a  juft  Rem.orfe  of 
Confcience  hindered  them  from  taking  fuch  an 
Oath,  that  they  fliou'd  be  condemned  by  a  Sena- 
Ins  con  [lilt  urn  to  appear  before  the  Aflembly  of  the 
People,   and  undergo  their  Judgment.     Romilius 
anfv^ered  them,  and  reproached  them  in  a  very  high 
llrain,  that  they  themfelves,  by  oppofing  the  Le- 
vy of  Soldiers,   were  the  only  Beginners  of  this 
Tumult  i   that  they  had  carried  their  Audaciouf- 
nefs  fo  far,  as  to  go  about  to  feize  upon  the  Con- 
fuls, the  ibvereign  Magi  ft  rates  of  the  Republic  j 
that  even  now  they  had  the  Lifolence  to  threaten 
them  in  full  Senate  to  make  them  fubmit  to  the 
Judgment  of  the  People,  when  they  had  not  Power 
to  bring  the  very  meaneft  of  the  Patricians  be- 
fore them  without  a  Senatusconfultmn  on  purpofe. 
And  he  declared  to  them,  that  if  they  were  fo  da- 
ring as  to  offer  to  proceed  a  (lep  further  in  fo  un- 
rcafonable  an  Enterprize,  he  wou'd  immediately 
put  the  whole  Body  o^  Patricians  in  Arms,  march 
into  the  Foru?n  at  their  Head,  fall  upon  every  bo- 
dy that  appeared  againft  him,  and  that  perhaps  he 
might  make  them  repent  their  having  abufed  the 
Senate's  Patience  in  fo  grofs  a  manner,  and  their. 
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having  given  fuch  a  Loofc  to  their  unbounded  Au- 
dacioufnefs. 

Thefe  Difputes  held  fo  long,  that  ir  grew  Night 
before  the  Senate  cou'd  come  to  any  Reiblution  in 
this  Affair }  and  moft  oF  the  Senators  were  glad 
that  thefe  mutual  Complaints  and  Reproaches  had 
wafted  the  time  of  the  AiTembly,  that  they  might 
not  be  obliged  to  decide  the  Conteft  between  the 
Tribunes  nnd  Confuls,  and  cfpecially  that  they 
might  avoid  giving  the  former,  by  a  Rcfulal,  the 
Pretence  they  wanted  toM-aife  a  new  Sedition. 

Thofe  Tribunes  plainly  perceiving  that  the  Se- 
nate intended  to  draw  the  Bufinets  into  length, 
convened  the  Aflembly  of  the  People  next  Day, 
and  made  their  Report  to  them  of  what  had  paf- 
fed  in  the  Senate.  They  declared,  that  no  Ju- 
ftice  was  to  be  expected  from  a  Body  in  which 
their  Enemies  governed,  and  that  they  wou'd 
throw  up  the  Tribunefliip,  if  the  People  did 
not  come  to  fome  vigorous  Refolution,  which 
was  fo  neceflary  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Dig- 
nity. 

The  moft  mutinous  among  the  Plebeians  were 
for  retiring  a  fecond  time  upon  the  Moyis  Sacer  in 
Arms,  and  from  thence  to  begin  the  War  againit 
the  Patpkians.  Others,  more  moderate  in  ap- 
pearance, but  indeed  reftrnined  only  by  the  fear 
of  a  Civil  War,  propofed  that  without  taking  up 
Arms  or  folliciting  a  Senatusconfultum  any  longer, 
the  People  by  their  own  proper  Authority  fliou'd 
try  the  Confuls,  and  condemn  them  to  a  large 
Fine.  Laftly,  fuch  as  had  not  entirely  loft  the 
Refpect  that  was  due  to  the  firft  Magiftrates  in 
the  Republic,  reprefented  that  it  was  a  thing  un- 
heard of,  for  an  Aflembly  of  the  People  to  pre- 
tend to  try  two  Confuls  in  the  very  Year  of  their 
Confulate,  and  efpecially  without  the  Participa- 
tion of  the  Senate.  That  fuch  a  Step  fecmed  to 
them  very  bold ;  that  they  did  not  doubt  it  wou'd 
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ftir  up  frcfh  Tumults,  which  at  length  might 
produce  a  Civil  War.  That  the  Succefs  of  that 
was  uncertain  i  that  it  was  even  to  be  feared  if 
the  Patricians  got  the  better,  they  wou'd  utterly 
deftroy  the  Peoples  Authority,  to  be  revenged  of 
thofe  who  had  gone  about  to  carry  it  too  far. 
That  therefore  they  were  for  deferring  all  further 
Proceeding  againll  the  Confuls,  till  they  were  out 
of  their  Office}  and  that  in  the  meanwhile  ihey 
might  profecute  only  fuch  private  Perfons  as  had 
fhewn  moft  Zeal  for  their  Interefts. 

Of  thefe  three  different  Opinions,  the  Tri- 
bunes fluck  to  the  fecond,  which  they  thought 
the  fafcfl;  and  moll  ready  way  to  fatisfy  their 
Refcnrment,  and  they  appointed  an  Aflembly, 
wherein  the  People  at  their  Suit  fliou'd  condemn 
the  Confuls  in  a  Fine.  But  the  Tribunes  perceiv- 
ing after  the  Peoples  firft  Heat  was  over,  that 
they  fl:iew'd  lefs  Eagerneis  to  carry  a  Point  which 
they  thought  concerned  only  thofe  Magiflrates, 
they  rcfolved,  in  order  to  make  the  more  fure  of 
their  Revenge,  to  defer  it,  and  even  to  cloath  it 
with  the  old  Pretence  of  the  People's  Good,  with- 
out making  the  leail  mention  of  their  Difference 
with  the  Confuls.  Thus  the  Day  fet  for  the 
Affembly  being  come,  Icilius,  who  fpoke  for  the 
reft  of  his  Colleagues,  declared  that  the  College  i 
of  Tribunes,  at  the  Intreaty  and  for  the  hkcs  of  | 
the  beft  Men  in  the  Senate,  dropt  their  Suit  a- 
gainft  the  Confuls  j  but  that  tho'  they  gave  up 
their  own  Intereils,  they  were  not  capable  of 
ncgleding  thofe  of  the  People.  That  therefore 
they  demanded,  that  a  Body  of  Laws  fliou'd  be 
drawn  up  and  made  public ;  that  the  Bufinefs  of 
the  Partition  of  the  Lands  fhou'd  next  be  pro- 
ceeded to  J  that  it  was  high  time  to  pafs  fo  equi- 
Icilmsr^-  table  a  Law,  which  had  been  long  propofed,  but 
Trcntilli-  ^Iways  kept  off  by  the  Artifices  of  the  Patricians. 
tnProjea.  At  the  fame  time  he  exhorted  fuch  Pkkians  as 
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were  perfonally  interefted  in  this  Affair,  co  fpeak 
their  iVIinds  freely  to  the  Aflembly. 

Upon  this  a  Plebeian  named  Z.  Siccius  or  Si'  SicciusV 
cinus  Dentatus  afcended  the  Rojlrum.  He  was  ^eech. 
an  Old  Man  of  a  handfome  Afpedt,  tho'  near 
threefcore  Years  of  Agej  and  with  a  Soldier's  E- 
loquence  he  fpokc  glonoufly  of  his  own  Valour, 
and  of  all  the  Adlions  in  which  he  had  fignalized 
himfelf.  He  firft  reprefented,  that  it  was  full  for- 
ty Years  that  he  had  bore  Arms  j  that  he  had  been 
in  a  hundred  and  twenty  Engagements  j  that  he 
had  received  five  and  forty  Wounds,  and  all  be- 
forej  that  in  one  lingle  Battel  he  had  been  wound- 
ed in  twelve  feveral  Places;  that  he  had  obtained 
fourteen  Civic  Crowns,  for  having  Hived  the  Lives 
of  fo  many  Citizens  in  Battel;  that  he  had  received 
three  Mural  Crowns,  for  having  firft  moimtcd 
the  Breach  in  Towns  taken  by  Storms  that  his 
'.Generals  had  given  him  eight  other  Crowns,  for 
having  refcued  the  Standards  of  the  Legions  out 
of  the  Hands  of  the  Enemies  ;  that  he  had  to 
fhew  in  his  Houfe  fourfcore  Collars  of  Gold,  a- 
bove  threefcore  Bracelets,  gilded  Javelins,  gorge- 
ous Armours,  and  Furnitures  of  Horfes,  as  the 
Teftimonies  and  Rewards  of  the  Vi6l"ories  he  had 
gained  in  fingle  Combats  in  the  View  of  the  two  ■ 
Armies.  That  neverthelcfs  no  manner  of  Regard 
had  ever  been  had  to  all  thefe  honourable  Marks 
of  his  Services,  and  that  neither  he,  nor  Numbers 
of  other  brave  Soldiers,  who  with  the  Lofs  of 
their  Blood  had  won  for  the  Republic  the  better 
part  of  her  Territory,  pOiTelfed  the  leail;  Portion 
of  it :  That  their  Conquefts  were  fallen  a  Prey  to 
fome  few  Patricians^  whofe  only  Merit  was  the 
Nobility  of  their  Defcent,  and  the  Recommenda- 
tion of  their  Names.  That  not  one  of  them  cou'd 
juflify  his  PofTclTion  of  thofe  Lands  by  any  lawful 
Title  J  unlefs  they  looked  upon  the  Domain  of 
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the  Stare  to  be  their  Patrimony,  and  the  Plebeians 
to  be  vile  Slaves,  unworthy  of  having  any  Share 
in  the  Fortune  of  the  Commonwealth.      But  that 
it  was  time  for  that  generous  People  to  do  them- 
felves  Juftice,  and  that  they  ought  to  fhew  imme- 
diately, by  paffing  the  Law  for  the  Partition  of 
Varro  de   the  Lards  without  delay,   that  they  had  no  Ie(s 
Lingua.      Rcfolution  to  Hand  by  the  Propofils  of  their  Tri- 
D.H.  l.io.  {^m-jpg^  tj^^j^  ^[^ey  had  lliewn  Courage  in  the  Field 
againll  the  Enemies  of  the  State. 

IcUius  gave  great  Commendations  to  the  Pro- 
nounccr  of  this  Difcourfe.-  But  as  he  afFefted  to 
appear  a  ftri6t  Obferver  of  the  Laws,  he  told  hini, 
they  cou'd  not  with  Juftice  refufe  to  hear  what 
the  Patricians  fhou'd  pleafe  to  alledge  againil  the 
Law,  and  fo  adjourned  the  Aflembly  to  the  Day 
following. 

The  two  Confuls  during  great  part  of  the 
Night  held  private  Conferences  with  the  chief 
Men  9f  the  Senate,  to  confider  what  Meafures, 
were  moft  proper  to  be  taken  to  frufcrate  the  De- 
jlgns  of  the  Tribune.  After  various  Counfels,  it 
was  refolved  to  employ  firll  the  moft:  inlinuating 
Manners,  and  the  whole  Art  of  Eloquence  to  win 
upon  the  People,  and  diflliade  them  from  the  Pub- 
lication of  the  Law :  But  that  if,  by  the  Inftiga- 
tion  of  their  Tribunes,  they  continued  obftinately 
r(;folute  to  giv^  their  Voices  for  it,  they  fhou'd 
o^pofe  it  with  a  high  hand,  and  even  make  ufe  of 
Extremities.  Word  was  fent  to  all  the  Patricians 
to  he  at  the  Forum  very  early  with  their  Friends 
and  Clients  5  that  part  of  them  fhou'd  furround 
the  Rojlrum  to  prevent  the  Tribunes  from  being 
the  Itrongeft  about  it,  and  that  the  reft  of  the 
Nobility  fhou'd  difperfc  themfelves  among  the 
AlTembly  in  fmall  Parties,  to  oppofe  the  Diftribu- 
tion  of  the  Tablets. 

The  Patricians  did  not  fiil  to  be  in  the  Forum 
very  early,  and  took  Pofrc/Tion  of  all  the  Pofts  a- 
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greed  upon.     The  Confuls  being  come,  the  Tri-  Tumu/ton 
bunes  caufed  Proclamation  to  be  made  by  a  He-  "^f^-^"  "^ 
raid,  that  if  any  Citizen  had  any  folid  Reafons  to  Terentilla. 
offer  againil  the  Publication  of  the  Law,  he  might 
afcend  the  Rofirum  and  lay  them  before  the  Peor 
pic.     Divers  Senators  prefented  themfelvcs  one  af- 
ter another  >  but  the  Moment  they  began  to  fpeak, 
an  infolent  Pack  of  fcoundrel  People,  fuborned  by 
the  Tribunes,  fet  up  fuch  confufed  Clamours,  that 
it  was  impofTible  to  hear  what  they  faid.      The 
Confuls,  full  of  Indignation  at  this  Infolence,  pro- 
tefted  warmly  againft  all  that  fhou'd  be  done  in  fo 
tumultuous  an   Adembly.      Then  the  Tribunes, 
throwing  afide  the  Mask,  told  them  confidently, 
that  their  Protefl  ihou'd  not  hinder  the  Promulga- 
tion of  the  Law;  that  the  People  had  already  been 
too  long  amufed  with  vain  Speeches,  whofe  affect- 
ed Prolixity  was  only  intended  to  ffave  oft  the  De- 
cifion  of  this  Affair,  and  that  therefore  the  Voi- 
ces of  the  AfTembly  muff  now  bring  it  to  fome 
Ifiue:  And  thereupon  Ai//^/;  commanded  the  Urns 
to  be  opened,  and   the  Tablets  to   be  deliver'd 
out  to  the  People.     The  Officers  making  ready 
to  execute  his  Orders,  feveral   young   Patricians 
of  the  beff  Families  in  the  Republic,  taking  this 
Com.mand   as   the  Signal   which    they   had   pri- 
vately agreed  upon,   took   away   the  Urn?,  and 
fcatter'd  about  the  Billets.     Others,  at  the  Head 
of  their  Friends  and  Clients,  throw   themfelvcs 
into   the   Crowd,  puffi,   ffrike  and   ditperle  the 
People,    and  at    length    remain   Mafters  of  the 
Forum.     The  Tribunes,  exafperated  to  the  high- 
eft  Pitch  to  fee  their  Meafures  thus  difconcerted, 
retired   laft  of  allj   but  they  convened   the  M^ 
fembly  again  for  the  next  Day;   and   after  hav- 
ing complained  that  the  Majcffy  of  the  Roman 
People  fhou'd  be  thtis  openly  violated,   they  de- 
•^^".nded  Permiffion  to  enquire  after  the  Authors 
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of  this  Tumulr,  which  was  immediately  granted 
them. 
Senators         They  did  not  want  for  Witnefles  who  depo- 
facrificed    fed   unanimoufly,    that   the   Diforder   was   raifed 
^i^^df%  by  moft  of  the  young  Patricians.     But  as  their 
iribunesl^  great  Number  ferved   them   in  a  manner  for  an 
Afylum^  and  it  Vv^as  impofiible  to  include  in  the 
Indidment  all  the  Patricians  in  the  Republic,  the 
Tribunes,  who  only  wanted  to  facrifice  fuch  Vi- 
ctims  to   their  Refentment  as  might  intimidate 
the  Senate,   turned   the  whole  Accufation  upon 
thofe  who  were  of  the  Pofihumian^  Sempronian^ 
B.H.l.io.  and  Clelian  Families.     They  were  cited  to  appear 
Lii'.Dec.  before  the  next   Aflembly  of  the  People.     But 
"^  ^  ^'      tho'  thefe    young  Patricians,  valued    themfelves 
upon  having  hindered  the  Law  from   being  paf- 
fed,  the  Senate  did  not  care  to  let  them  appear, 
nor  that  any  Body  fhould   undertake  their  De- 
fence.    The  wifcll  Senators  flattered  themfelves, 
that  by  giving  ihem  up  to  the  People,  this  Mo- 
deration  would   diminiih   their   Refentment,    or 
that  having  given  a  Vent  to  their  Fury  by  con- 
demning of  them,   this  Revenge  wou'd   put  the 
Profecution  of   the    Law   out   of  their    Heads. 
Mean    while    the    Day   of  the   x^flcmbly   being 
come,  the  more  violent  Spirits  among  the  Peo- 
ple   were    for    enquiring   into    this   Affair   with 
the  utmoft  Severity  j  but  the  more  prudent  fort, 
who  looked   upon  this   Silence   of  the   Patrici- 
ans as  a  tacit  Acknowledgment  of  the  Fault  of 
the  Perfons  accufed,    being  fatisfied    that  they 
were  left   to   the   Peoples  Judgment,   were  only 
for  condemning  them  to   a  Fine,   which  was  a- 
greed   to  by  Plurality  of  Voices.     The   Senate 
did   not   oppofc   it;    they  even   fuffercd   the  Ef- 
fects of  the  Criminals  to  be  fold  publickly  to  pay 
ir,   and   the   Produce   was   confecrated    to  Ceres. 
But  the  Senate  caufed  thofe  Eifeds  to  be  bought 
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again  by  private  Hands  with  Their  Money.  They 
were  fome  time  afterwards  reftored  to  the  for- 
mer Proprietors  J  and  the  Senate  was  not  dii- 
plcafed  at  having  ftopt  the  PubHcation  of  the 
Law,  only  with  the  Expence  of  a  httle  Money. 
But  the  Tribunes  were  not  fo  eafily  bhnded. 
They  foon  fell  again  upon  the  Divifion  of  the 
Lands,  it  was  the  common  Subjed  of  their 
Harangues. 

While  the  People  fpent  whole  Days  in  the  Fo-  Tufculum 
rum  hftening  to  thofe  Declaimers,  there  arrived  ^^^^Z^^- 
Exprefrcs  from  'Tufculum^  with  Advice,  that  the  ^,^^_ 
Mqiii  were  fallen  upon  the  Territory  of  that 
City,  which  was  allied  to  the  Roman  People  5 
that  they  laid  wafte  the  whole  Country  with  Fire 
and  Sword  5  that  it  was  even  to  be  f-isared  they 
wou'd  carry  that  Town,  if  they  laid  Siege  to  it: 
and  the  Inhabitants  begg'd  for  Succour  with  the 
grcateft  Earneftnefs.  The  Senate  immediately  de- 
creed, that  the  Confuls  fhou'd  rake  the  Field  with 
the  Forces  of  the  Republic.  The  Tribunes  failed 
not  to  oppofe  it,  according  to  their  old  Cuftom, 
and  wou'd  fiin  have  had  their  Confent  bought  by 
the  Publication  of  the  Lavv'.  But  the  People,  more 
generous  than  their  Magifcrates,  remembring  the 
Affiitance  they  had  received  from  Tufculum  againil 
Herdo'dius'$  Invafion,  heartily  offered  to  take  Arms. 
An  Army  was  raifed  out  of  handj  the  two  Con- 
fuls put  themfelves  at  the  Head  of  it.  Siccius  Den- 
tatus^  the  Plebeian  that  had  fpoke  fo  zealoufly  in 
favour  of  the  Agrarian  Law,  appeared  under  their 
Standard  with  eight  hundred  Veterans  like  him- 
felf,  v/ho  had  all  compleated  the  time  of  Ser- 
vice prefcribed  by  Law,  but  yet  wou'd  go  once 
more  to  the  \¥ar  under  the  particular  Command 
of  Siccius^  whom  they  loudly  named  the  Roman 
Achilles. 

Their 
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Their  Army  advanced  lo  AlgidHm^  fixteen  Miles 
from  Rome<i  and  met  the  Enemy  not  far  from  the 
City  of  Anfiuni.  I'hcy  were  intrenched  upon  the 
Top  of  a  Hill.  The  Romans  incampcd  upon  an 
Eminence  over  againft  them  j  they  fortified  them- 
fclves  carefully,  and  the  Generals  kept  the  Soldi- 
ers within  the  Camp,  to  concc;il  their  Force  from 
the  Enemy.  The  JEqui  took  thefe  Precautions 
for  a  Sign  of  Fear  in  the  Gonfuls.  They  often  de- 
ViEion  fcendcd  into  the  Plain,  and  came  fometimes  to  the 
iEqui'-^  very  Edge  of  the  Intrenchments  of  the  Camp, 
SicciusV  whence  they  upbraided  the  Romans  with  the 
Valour.  Faint-heartedncfs  of  their  Generals.  The  two 
Conllils,  to  confirm  the  Enemy  in  this  fldfe  Con- 
fidence, Hill  kept  the  Gates  of  the  Camp  fhut. 
But  one  Day  when  Romilius  commanded  in  chief, 
and  had  the  fole  Power  of  giving  Orders  j  that 
Conful  perceiving  that  the  whole  Army  of  the 
Ji^qui  was  gone  out  of  their  Camp,  and  that  moll 
of  the  Soldiers  fcattering  up  and  down  the  Coun- 
try, were  foraging  in  Security  quite  to  the  very 
foot  of  his  Intrenchments,  he  refojved  to  charge 
them  \n  the  Plain,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fall 
upon  the  Camp  they  had  upon  the  Hill,  that  they 
might  not  know  on  which  fide  the  true  Attack 
was.  For  this  purpofe  he  fent  for  Siccius  Denta- 
tus^  who  commanded  the  Body  of  Veterans  men- 
tioned above  J  and  either  out  of  Eftccm  for  his 
Valour,  or  with  defign  to  expofe  that  P/cZ'rMAMn 
a  very  dangerous  Aftion,  he  gave  him  the  Charge 
D  il.  j.io.  f^f  ^i^^acking  the  Enemy's  Camp.  '  My  Colleague 
'  and  I,  faid  he  to  him,  intend  to  march  againll 
'  the  Enemy.  While  v^e  draw  all  their  Forces 
'  to  this  Jide,  do  you  throw  yourfelf  with  the 
'  Body  under  your  Command  into  the  narrow  By- 
^  way  in  the  Mountain  which  leads  to  their  Camp. 
'  Putli  on  quite  to  their  Intrenchments,  and  try 
'  to  make  yourielf  Mailer  of  them.  By  attack- 
*  ipg  them  in  uiiferent  Places  at  the  fame  time, 

'  we 


BooklV.    i;/ ^Z'^  Roman  Republic.  147 

<  we  iTiall  make  a  beneficial  Diveriion,  and  by  di- 
'  viding  our  Enemy's  Forces,  weaken  their  De- 
'  fence.'  Siccius  told  him  he  was  ready  to  obey  his 
Orders  implicitly  :  '  But  give  me  leave,  Hiys  he, 
'  to  repreient  to  you  that  the  Execution  of  them 
'  feems  impoffible,  and  extrea.mly  dangerous  at  the 

*  fame  time.  Do  you  believe,  continued  that  old 
'  Officer,  that  the  Enemy,  when  they  left  their 
^  Camp  and  came  down  from  the  Hill,  did  not 
'  fecure  with  a  good  Body  of  Infimtry,  the  only 
'  PafTage  that  can  ficilitate  their  Retreat?   Can  I 

*  force  iuch  a  Poll  with  the  Veterans  only,  with- 
'  out  being  fupported  by  greater  Forces  ?  Such 
'  an  Entcrprize  is  only  likely  to  cut  us  all  off.  Is 
'  it  poflible  eight  hundred  Men  iTiould  withlland 
'  the  Enemy's  whole  Army,  which  will  fall  upon 

'  our  Rear  at  the  fime  time  that  we  have  thofe       * 
'  who  guard  the  Way  through  the  Mountain  in 

*  our  Front. 

The  Conful,  angered  at  Siccius\  Remonltrancc, 
replyed  abruptly,  that  without  pretending  to  a6t 
the  General,  his  Bufinefs  was  only  to  obey  his 
Orders  :  Or  if  he  thought  there  was  too  much 
Danger  in  it,  he  wou'd  employ  fome  other  Offi- 
cer, who  without  fetting  up  for  a  Director,  wou'd 
bring  the  Undertaking  to  a  glorious  Iffue.  '  And 
'  you,  mighty  Captain,  added  the  Conflil  with  a 
'  jeering  Scorn,  you  that  have  followed  the  Wars 
'  forty  Years,  that  have  been  in  fixfcore  Battels, 
'  and  whofe  whole  Body  is  covered  over  with 
'  Wounds,  return  to  Rome  without  having  dared 
'  to  ^cXCQ  the  Enemy,  and  carry  back  to  the  Fo' 
'  rum  that  eloquent  Tongue  which  is  more  for- 
'  midable  to  your  Fellow-Citizens,  than  your 
'  Sword  is  to  the  jEqui  and  the  Enemies  of  your 
'  Count rv. 

The  Officer,  enraged  at  the  General's  Re- 
proaches, told  him  boldly,  that  he  found  he  was 
rcfolved  cither  to  dellroy  an  old  Soldier  or  fhame 

hi  in ; 
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him  i  but  that  one  was  much  eafier  to  do  than 
t'othei->  that  he  wou'd  march  up  to  the  Enemy's 
Camp,  and  win  it,  or  fall  in  the  Attempt  with  all 
his  Comrades.  Thofc  Veterans  then  took  their 
leaves  of  the  reft  of  the  Soldiers,  who  looked  af- 
ter them  as  upon  Men  fent  to  the  Slaughter  : 
Happily  for  them  they  were  under  the  Conducl;  of 
an  old  Officer  that  underilood  his  Trade.  Skcius 
went  round  about  a  rrdious  way,  and  after  a  long 
March  defcried  afar  off,  and  upon  the  neighbour- 
ing Mountains,  a  gre-t  Wood  that  feemed  to 
ftretch  quite  to  the  Enemy's  Camp.  He  was  im- 
mediately refolved   to  gain  it  :   '  Cheer  up ,  my 

*  Lads,  cried  he,  making  his  way  up  to  it,  either 
'  I  am  much  miftaken,  or  I  perceive  a  Path  that 
'  will  lead  us  much  more  fafely  to  the  Enemy's 

*  Camp,  than  that  which  our  General  direfted 
«  me.'  It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  thofe 
old  Soldiers,  cumber'd  with  their  Arms,  got  to 
the  top  of  that  Hill.  But  they  were  no  fooner 
there,  but  they  found  that  they  were  upon  a 
Height  which  commanded  the  Enemy's  Camp, 
and  they  drew  near  to  it  under  the  Concealment 
of  the  Wood,  without  being  perceived  by  the 
Ccntinels  and  advanced  Guards. 

During  this  March  the  two  Armies  of  the  Romans 
and  thtJEqui  were  come  to  an  Engagement  in  the 
Plain.  They  fought  a  great  while  with  equal  Va- 
lour, and  Victory  had  yet  declared  for  neither 
Side.  Mod  of  the  Soldiers  that  the  jEqui  had  left 
for  the  Guard  of  their  Camp,  not  apprehending 
any  Danger  from  behind,  were  got  to  the  top  of 
the  Hill  to  fee  the  Battel.  While  they  were  fcat- 
tcred  about  for  the  more  eafy  Enjoyment  of  (b 
great  a  Sight,  Skcius^  who  had  view'd  them  care- 
fu'ly,  took  Advantage  of  this  their  Negligence. 
He  falls  upon  the  Camp,  furprizes  the  Guard,  cuts 
in  pieces  all  that  withiiand  hiin,  takes  the  reilPri- 
foncrs  3  and  having  poflcd  fome  Soldiers  to  guard 

the 
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the  Camp,  he  next  throws  himielf  upon  thole  that 
were  looking  upon  the  Fight  at  their  cafe,  and 
foon  maflers  them.  Some  who  being  at  a  Di- 
ftance  had  time  to  fly,  ran  immediately  and  got 
PofTeiTion  of  the  hollow  Road  that  led  into  the 
Plain,  and  where  the  Mci'di  had  left  fome  Cohorts 
to  fecure  their  Retreat,  as  Siccius  forelaw  they 
wou'd.  The  Roman  Officer,  who  puriued  them 
briskly,  is  There  almoil  as  ibon  as  they,  piiOics 
them  hard,  and  drives  them  in  confufion  among 
that  Body  of  Troops.  All  take  to  flight  5  the 
Soldier  terrified  does  not  perceive  what  a  fmall 
Number  he  has  to  deal  with  5  Fear  makes  them 
feem  double  in  his  Eyes  j  he  runs  for  Safety  into 
the  main  Body  of  the  Armv,  and  carries  Fear  and 
Confufion  thither  along  with  him  :  Siccius  follows 
clofe,  and  adds  to  it.  The  jEqui  feeing  themfelves 
attacked  in  their  Rear,  give  ground.  After  this 
it  was  not  fo  much  a  B;ittel  as  a  generr.l  Rout. 
Some  try  to  regain  the  Hill  j  others  difperfe  dif- 
ferent ways  over  the  Plain,  and  where- ever  they 
turn  themfelves  they  meet  the  Enemy  and  Death. 
Mofb  of  them  were  cut  to  pieces  j  and  none  were 
faved  but  fuch  as  the  Romans  thought  nt  to  make 
Prifoners,  or  that  efcaped  by  favour  of  the  Night, 
Vv'hich  came  on  during  the  Engagement. 

While  the  Confuls  were  fimiliinff  their  Vi61:orv  c:,^-„,v 
and  purfuing  thole  that  fled,  Siccius,  full  of  Re-  Revenge, 
fentment  againft  the  Generals,  forms  a  Defign  to 
deprive  them  of  the  Fruits  and  Honours  of  the 
Vi6tory.  He  afcends  the  Enemy's  Camp  once 
more  with  none  but  his  own  Troop  j  cuts  the 
Throats  of  the  Prifoners  j  kills  the  Horfes  j  fets 
fire  to  the  Tents,  the  Arms,  and  all  the  Baggage, 
and  leaves  none  of  thofe  Marks  of  Vidlory  which 
were  required  from  a  General  when  he  demanded 
the  Triumph  He  then  marches  away  with  ex- 
tream  Diligence,  arrives  at  Ro??ie  with  his  Cohort, 
and  gives  an  Account  to  the  Tribunes  of  what  had 

pafled. 
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paficd.  The  People  feeing  thofe  old  Men  alone, 
and  yet  covered  with  the  Blood  of  their  Enemies, 
flock  about  them,  and  enquire  News  of  the  Ar- 
my. Siccius  tells  them  of  the  Vi6Vory  they  had 
gained  over  the  Mqui^  and  at  the  fame  time  com- 
plains of  the  Inhumanity  of  the  Confuls,  who,  he 
iaid,  without  Necefficy,  and  only  to  fatisfy  their 
Hatred  to  the  Plebeians^  had  expofed  eight  hun- 
dred Veterans  to  Death,  in  ail  likelihood,  una- 
voidable. He  then  related  by  what  good  Fortune 
they  had  efcaped  the  Snares  which  the  Confuls 
had  laid  for  them.  '  Neverthelefs,  added  he,  we 
'  took  the  Enemy's  Camp,  and  cut  to  pieces  thofe 
'  that  guarded  it.     Then  we  made  our  felves  Ma- 

*  flers  of  the  Straits  in  the  Mountain  j  we  drove 
'  the  JHqui  out  of  them,  and  by  our  Valour  paved 
'  the  way  for  the  Victory  of  the  Confuls.     The 

*  only  Recompcnce  we  dclire  is,  that  the  Honours 
'  of  Triumph  may  not  be  allowed  to  Generals 
'  who  have  made  ufe  of  their  Authority  only  to 
'  dellroy  their  own  Fellow-Citizens  without  a 
'  Caufe. 

*rhe  Ho-  The  People,  who  already  were  but  very  ill  in- 
imr  of  a  clined  to  the  Patricians^  promifcd  they  wou'd  ne- 
r'efiJd^o  ^^"^  confent  that  the  Confuls  fliou'd  have  a  Tri- 
the  Con-  umph.  The  Soldiers  of  thofe  Generals,  at  their 
Juls.  Return,  entered  into  this  Cabal,  in  Revenge  that 

the  two  Confuls  had  deprived  them  of  the  Booty, 
which  they  had  fold  for  the  Benefit  of  the  public 
Liv.  I.  5.  Treafury,  under  pretence  that  it  was  exhauiled. 
The  Confuls,  to  obtain  the  Honour  of  the  Tri- 
umph, reprefented  in  vain,  that  they  had  won  a 
'compleat  Victory,  cut  the  Enemy's  Army  to 
pieces,  and  taken  feven  thoufand  Prifoners.  The 
People,  prejudiced  againfl  them  with  the  belief 
that  they  had  endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  Vete- 
rans, obftinately  refufed  to  let  them  return  public 
Thanks  to  the  Gods  for  their  Vidory,  or  enter 
the  City  with  the  Ornaments  of  the  Triumph. 

The 
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The  Senate,  v^hether  out  of  a  Principle  of  Equi-  * 

ty,  or  whether  for  fear  of  feme  new  Commotion, 
did  not  think  proper  to  make  thcmfclves  Parties  in 
this  i^fKiir  i  and  the  People,  who  looked  upon 
this  Affront  as  a  Victory  over  the  whole  Order  of 
Patricians^  did  in  the  next  Comitia  bellow  the 
Quality  of  Tribune  upon  Siccius. 

The  two  Confuls  were  no  fooner  out  of  their  The  Con. 
Office,  but  they  were  cited  before  the  AfTembly  /*^-f  ^ccu- 
of  the  People  in  the  Confulate  of  their  SuccefTors-^^^j^"'^, , 
Sp.  I'arpeiHS  and  J.  Eternius.     This  was  the  gene-  j-^^^.  gf 
ral  Fate  of  thofe  Sovereign  Magiftrates.   The  Ac-  Rome 
cufation  ran  upon  theBufinefs  o^ Siccius;  but  their  299- 
real  Crime  v/as  the  conftant  Oppofition  they  had  J^^'  ^'^^^' 
both  made  to  the  Promulgation  of  the  Agrarian  ?!;„.  [  j. 
Law.     The  People  fined  them  both,  Romilius  inc. 28- 
ten  thoufand  AJfes^  and  Veturius  in  fifteen  thou- 
fand.  •   Hiftory  does  not  inform  us  of  the  Reafoii 
of  the  Difference  which  the  People  made  in  their 
Fines  :    It  was  perhaps  becaufe  Veturius  had  the 
greatefi;  hand  in  the  ill  Treatment  of  Icilius^  Ap- 
paritor.    What  confirms  this  Conjedure  is,  thac 
at  the  fuTie  time  a  Law  was  made,  with  the  Con- 
fent  of  all  the  Orders  of  the  State,  that  any  Ma- 
giftrate  fhou'd   have  Power   to  lay  a  Fiue  upon 
fuch  as  fhou'd  be  wanting  of  Refpc6l  to  his  Dig- 
nity :    A  Prerogative  referved  before  to  the  Con- 
fuls only.     But  to  prevent  any  particular  Magi-  D.H.I.io. 
ftrate  from  abufing  and  Itretching  this  new  Au-  ^"'°  ^"* 
thority,  it  vs^as  provided  by  the  fame  Law,  that 
the  higheft  Fine  for  fuch  Crimes  fhou'd  never  for 
the  future  exceed  the  Value  of  two  Oxen  or  thir- 
ty Sheep  5  Copper  Coins  fo  call'd  fof  their  Impref-  ' 
fion,  and  ftruck  in  the  Reign  of  Servius  I'ulUus 
the  fixth  King  o^  Rome, 

End  of  the  Fourth  Booh 
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Jlmhcijfadors  arc  fent  to  Athens  to  colleSl  the  Laws 
of  Solon.  Upon  their  return^  the  Adtniniiirati' 
on  of  the  Government  is  intrufed  with  ten  Com- 
mijfioners  or  Decemvirs  chofcn  from  among  the 
Patricians.  Appius,  Head  of  the  College  of  De- 
cemvirs,  beco?nes  fufpe5led  by  his  Colleagues.  To 
hinder  him  from,  being  contimid  in  the  Decemvi' 
rate^  they,  declare  him  Prejident  of  the  AJJlmbly 
that  was  tr,  make  a  fecond  EleElion.  But  he 
names  himfelf  for  the  firji  Decemvir^  and  the. 
4  Peopk 
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People  confirm  that  Nomination.  Thefe  new  Ma- 
gi (Irate  s  are  for  making  ihemfelves  perpetual.  Not- 
ivith (landing  the  Oppo/iticn  of  the  prime  Senators^ 
they  obtain  for  themiehes  the  Command  of  the  Ar- 
mies againfl  the  ^Equi  and  the  Sabines.  The  Ro- 
mans decline  Conquefiy  for  fear  of  augmenting  their 
Power.  I'he  Severity  of  their  Government^  their 
Pride^  Injujiice^  but  above  all  the  PaJJlon  of  Ap- 
pius  for  Virginia,  caufe  their  Ruin.  Virginius, 
father  of  that  unfortunate  M^iid^  being  reduced  to 
the  fad  Neceffity  of  fiabbing  her  with  his  own 
Hcmds^  to  fccure  her  from  the  Brutality  of  that 
Decemvir -y  the  Soldiers  mutiny  and  return  to  Rome, 
where  they  obtain  the  Supprefiion  of  the  Decemvi- 
rate^  and  the  PuniJImient  of  the  Decemvirs.  Con- 
fills  and  'Tribunes  are  once  more  reviv'dy  and  the 
People  rejiofd  to  all  their  Privileges. 

E   have  feen,   in  tlie  P^'eceding  j^^,^^^  .^^^ 
Sheets,  Rome^  jealous  ol:  her  Li-  latlonof 
berty,  fhake  off  her  Kings  j  Mo-  thefir/i 
narchic  Government  tiirn'd  into  Volumey 
Republican  under  two  Confuls; 
the   NobiHty    and  Populace  of 
that  Inflint  Republic,   thro'  the 
fime  Love  of  Liberty,  difunited  and  ready  to  part; 
the  Tribunefliip,  which  had  been  fct  up  purely  as 
a  Pledge  of  their  Re-union,  become  the  Founda- 
tion of  new  Diffentions;  and  thofe  Plebeian  Ma- 
gillrates,  perpetual  Makehates,  purfuing  and  bant- 
ing down  the  brightcll  and  moil  defervmg  Sena- 
tors,  and  efpecially  eager  after  the  Ruin  of  the 
Confuls  as  foon  as  ever  their  Time  was  cxpir'dj 
infomuch  that  a  Confular  was  to  look  upon  him- 
felf  as  a  Sacrifice  of  the  People,  and  theObjc6t  of 
the  Tribunes  Fury.     Such  was  the  State  of  Rome^ 
where  it  was  then  criminal  in  the  iupreme  Magi- 
ftratcs  to  go^^rn  according  to  th«?  ancient  Laws. 
Yet  the  Misfortune  that  befel  Romilius  and  f^etu- 

U  '  Tins 
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rius  before-mention'd,  frighted  not  their  Succef- 
fors :  Sp.  'farpe'ins  and  Jl.  Haterius  cxprefs'd  Hever 
a  whit  the  lefs  Courage.  Thofe  gallant  Confuls 
declar'd  undauntedly  to  thePeople,  that  they  might 
fine 'em  as  much  as  they  pleas'd,  or  inflidyet  more 
unjuft  Punifliments  upon  'em,  when  their  Time 
Vi^as  up  J  but  that  neither  fuch  Vexations,  nor  even 
the  Lofs  of  their  Lives,  fhou'd  ever  oblige  them 
to  confent  to  the  Ptiblication  of  ihe  ^grarian'L-xw. 
So  much  Refolution^  together  with  the  Unanimi- 
ty of  the  Senate,  llartlcd  the  Tribunes.  Both 
Parties,  equally  tir'd  with  thofe  continual  Bicker- 
ings, look'd  as  if  they  were  going  to  be  reconcird. 
Not  a  word  was  heard  about  the  Partition  of  the 
Land.s,  for  fome  time.  All  Heart-burnings  feem'd 
to  be  quite  over,  or  at  lead  fufpendcd.  But  the 
Populace,  ever  refllefs,  only  chang'd  their  View 
and  Obje61::  They  return'd  to  theTerenUlHanhaWy 
fhe  People  ^x\d  requir'd  of  the  Senate,  that  inftead  of  thofe 
%^oro/  ^I'^^i^i'^T  Judgments  given  by  the  Magiftrates,  a 
laws.  Body  of  Laws  Ihou'd  at  laft  be  eflablifn'd  and 
made  public,  as  well  for  the  Guidance  of  thofe 
at  the  Helm  of  Affairs,  as  for  the  regulating 
the  Contells  that  daily  arofe  between  private  Per- 
Tons. 

The  Senators  were  not  againft  this  Propofah 
but  when  the  Legiflators  were  to  be  named,  they 
wou'd  admit  of  none  to  be  chofen  but  their  own 
Members}  the  People,  on  the  contrary,  infifted, 
•that  as  their  Interell  was  equally  concern'd  in  an 
Affair  of  that  Importance,  fo  they  ought  by  their 
Reprefentatives  to  have  a  Share  in  fo  honourable 
an  Employ.  Accordingly  they  deputed  the  Tri- 
bune Sicclus  and  his  Colleagues  to  go  to  the  Se- 
nate and  maintain  their  Claim.  The  Affair  was 
<  debated  with  much  Heat,  and  the  Senators  were 

divided  in  their  Opinions.     But   nothing  was  fo 
furprizing  as  the  Condud  of  Romilius^  that  Con- 

fular- 
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fular  whom  the  People  had  but  a  little  before  con- 
demned in  a  heavy  Fine.     Inltead  of  oppofing  the 
Peoples  PretenlionSj  as  was  expefted,  he  declar'd 
that   without  going  about  to  frame  new  Laws, 
'twas  his  Opinion  they  need  only  difpatch  away  Deputies 
Deputies  to  Athens^  there  to  compile  fuch  of  ihc/ent  to  A- 
Laws  of  Solon  as  were  known  to  be  molt  po-  thens. 
pular  among  thcGreeks-y  that  thofe Deputies fhou'd 
take  care  at  the  fame  time  to  make  themfelves  ac- 
quainted v/ith  the  Form  of  Government  in  the  re- 
fpecbive  Cities  and  States  of  that  Country  j   and 
when  they  were  come  back,  CommiiHoners  fhou'd 
be  appointed   to   make  choice  of  fuch  Laws  as 
fhou'd  appear  to  be  mod  fuitable  to  the  prefenc 
Conftitution  of  the  Roman  Republic :   '  And  may 
'  the  Gods  grant,  added  he,  that  thofe  Commif- 
'  fioners  propofe  to  us  Laws  equally  favourable  to 

*  the  Liberty  of  the  People,  and  the  Authority  of 

*  the  Senate. 

This  Advice  was  equally  well  received  by  both 
Parties.  The  Senate,  whofe  Right  of  naming 
thofe  Ambailiidors  no  body  difputed,  was  fully  fa- 
tisfied  that  thofe  whom  they  fhou'd  pitch  upon 
to  make  this  CoUedion,  wou'd  bring  home  no- 
thing contrary  to  their  Interefts.  And  the  Tri- 
bunes, feduced  with  the  Hopes  of  feeing  the  Go- 
vernment of  Rome  reformed  by  the  Model  of  a 
Commonwealth  in  which  the  whole  Authority  lay 
in  the  Aflembly  of  the  People,  beftowed  the  high- 
eft  Praifes  on  Romiiius.  Siccius  himfelf,  tho'  his 
Enemy,  declared  that  in  the  Name  of  the  People 
he  forgave  him  the  Fine  which  he  had  been  con- 
demned to  pay.  But  Romiiius  generoufly  reje6ted 
this  Favour  from  the  Hand  of  an  Enemy.  He 
openly  declared,  that  he  defired  no  other  Recom- 
pence  but  Power  always  to  fpeak  his  Opinion  with 
the  Liberty  that  became  a  Roman  Senator:  And 
that  as  to  the  Fine  which  had  been  laid  upon  him, 
being  a  thing  confecrated  to  Ceres,  he  {hou'd 
U  2  think 
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think  it  Sacrilege   not  to  pay  it.     The  Senatm- 

confuhum  was  then  drawn  and  confirmed  by  the 

unanimous  Voice  of  the  People  j  and   in   purfu- 

ance  thereof,   the  Senate  fent  as  Ambafladors  to 

Athens^  Sp.  Fofthumius^  A.  Manlius^  and  P.  Sid- 

pitius  Camerinus^    with  Dire6lions   to  gather  the 

Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  that  City,  and  of  the  other 

Republics  of  Greece,     During   the  reft   of  that 

^  Year  the  Stare  was  pretty  quiet.     But  the  nexc 

Year  of      Year,  in  the  Confulate  af  P.  Curatius  and  Sextus 

500.         ^lintilius^    almoll  all  Italy  was  affli6led  with  a 

Plague.  The  Conful  ^intilius^  four  Tribunes  of  the 

People,  and   great   Numbers  of  Citizens  of  all 

Conditions,   died   of   it.     The   People   difperfed 

themfelves  on  all  fides  to  avoid  it.     Rome  in  this 

general   Defolation  became   a   Defarr,   and   fome 

Surprize  was  to  be  feared  from  the  ALqui^  the  rd- 

fcij  and   the  Sab'mes.     But  the  Contagion  raged 

among  them  too  with  the  fame  Fury  j  a  Calamity 

that  was  general  ferved  inftead  of  Strength   and 

Defence  to  the  RapubliC: 

Tear  of  The  next  Year  began  with  happier  Aufpices. 

Rome       Xhe  Plague  ceafed  in  the  Confulate  of  P.  Sefiius 

5^^-  CapltoUnus  and  2".  i\/^;?m«;,  and  the  AmbaiTadors 

/onu-     returned  that  had  been  fent  to  collect  the  Laws 

turn,        of  Greece.     The  Tribunes  of  the  People  prefently 

made  warm  Inftances  to  the  Confuls  for  the  E- 

D  H  1 10  ^^^^o"  ^'^  ^^^  Commifiioners  or  Decemvirs,  that 

Decemvirs  wcre  to  be  employed  in  the  great  Work  of  fixing 

demanded,  a  Body  of  Laws  for  the  Government  of  the  Com- 

mdrefus'd.  j-nonwealth.    Sejlius  was  not  againft  it  in  the  leaft  j 

but  Menenius^  who  looked  upon  all  Changes  in  a 

State  to  be  pernicious,  and  who  perhaps  had  not 

forgot  the  Injuries  his  Father  had  received   from 

the  Tribunes,  put  off  the  Eleftion  as  much  as  he 

cou'd.     He  at  firft  excufed  himfelf  upon  account 

of  the  Necefiity  there  was  of  chufing  firft   the 

.  Confuls  for  next  Year.     He  faid,  that  this  great 

.  Affair  being  to  be  fettled  under  their  Confulate, 

.       -  nothing 
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nothing  ought  to  be  done  in  it,  till  they  were  ap- 
pointed, nay,  and  not  without  their  Participation  5 
but  this  was  only  a  Pretence:  he  flattered  himlclf 
that  the  Eledion  of  the  Confuls  wou'd  fulpend 
that  of  the  Decemvirs,  or  at  lead,  that  the  Diffe- 
rence which  might  happen  between  then;  wou'd 
weaken  the  Authority  of  thofe  new  Magiftrates. 
The  Impatience  of  the  Tribunes  haflened  on  the 
Comitia.   Appius  Claudius  was  chofcn  firft  Con-  .     . 
ful.     This  was  the  third  from  Father  to  Son  in  the  cEus 
Claudian  Family  that  had  been  raifed  to  that  Dig-  CoajuL 
nity.     All  the  Patricians  gave  him  their  Voices,  m 
hopes  he  wou'd  be  no  lefs  zealous  for  the  Power  of 
the  Senate  than  his  Anceftors.      71  Genutius  was 
named  for  his  Colleague.      The  Tribunes,   a^'ter 
this  Election  was  over,  renewed  their  Purfuit  and 
Sollicitations  to  the  Confuls  then   in  Office,   to 
oblige  them  to  proceed  to  the  Nomination  of  the 
Decemvirs.      Menenius^    who   made   nothing  but 
dreadful  Predidions  of  the  Innovations  to  be  bmu^hc 
in,  confined  himfelf  to  his  Houfe  under  pretence, 
of  Sicknefs,  and  chofe  rather  not  to  iHr  out  of  it, 
than  be  forced,  if  he  went  to  the  Senate,  to  pro- 
pofe  there  the  Bufinefs  of  the  new  Laws.     Sedius^ 
on  his  part,  tho'  more  favourable  to  the  Tribunes, 
did  not  think  it  wou'd  be  decent  for  him  to  take 
upon  him  the  Direftion  of  fo  great  an  Affiir,  with- 
out the  Prefence  and  Agreement  of  his  Colleague. 
The  Tribunes,    who    were  very  jealous   of    all 
thefe  Delays,  applied  to  Appius  and  his  Colleague, 
the  Confuls  Eled:  for  the  enfuing  Year.     They 
found  Means  to  bring  them  into  their  Inrerefts, 
in  ail  likelihood  by  giving  them  Hopes  of  having 
the  grcatefl:  Share  in  the  Com  million  for  the  crea- 
ting of  the  Laws.      After   having  made  fure  of 
thofe  two  Senators,  whofe  Ele6tion  for  the  enfu- 
ing Confulate  gave  them  a  greater  Authority,  they 
introduced  them  into  an  x'\flembly  of  the  People, 
which   they  had   convened  on  purpofe,   to   take 
U  3  meafures.. 
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meafures  againfl  the  ftudied  Put-offs  of  the  Con- 
fuls  then  in  Poit.  Appius  mounting  the  Rojirum^ 
fpoke  fo  artfully,  that  without  declaring  againil 
the  Senate  he  won  the  Hearts  of  the  People.  The 
chief  Heads  of  his  Difcourfe  turned  upon  theju-. 
ftice  of  ellablilTiing  equitable  Laws  among  all  the 
Citizens,  to  the  intent  that  Rome^  fo  long  fplit  in- 
to two  Parties,  and  in  a  manner  into  two  different 
Cities,  might  for  the  future  make  but  one  Com- 
monwealth. He  added,  that  he  was  convinced 
the  Nomination  of  the  Decemvirs  ought  not  to 
be  deferred  any  longer  j  that  the  Propofal  ought  to, 
be  made  to  the  Senate  forthwith  j  and  that  if  his 
Election  to  the  Confulate  and  that  of  his  Colleague 
were  any  manner  of  hindrance  to  the  Appoint- 
ment and  Authority  of  the  Decemvirs,  they  were 
ready  to  forego  it,  and  declared  that  they  actually 
did  fo,  and  they  wou'd  gladly  facrifice  even  their 
Lives  to  procure  fo  great  a  Benefit  to  their  Coun- 
try, as  Peace  and  Union  among  their  Fellovv-Citi-, 
zens. 

This  Difcourfe  was  looked  upon  by  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  the  Affembly  to  be  that  of  a  true  Re- 
publican, that  fincerely  loved  his  Country's  Li- 
berty. The  People  efpecially,  who  expcfted  no- 
thing like  this  from  a  Patrician  of  the  Claudian 
Family,  heard  him  with  no  lefs  Pleafure  than  Sur- 
prize. Some  Senators  on  the  contrary,  who  knew 
the  proud  ambitious  Difpofltion  of  Appius,  very 
much  feared  that  under  this  feeming  Moderation 
and  difinterefled  Outfide,  he  concealed  Defigns 
of  a  very  different  nature.  But  as  this,  after  all, 
was  mere  Sufpicion,  the  Patricians  as  well  as  the 
Plebeians  gave  great  Prailes  to  the  Abdication  ha 
fo  freely  made  of  his  Title  to  the  Confulate.  The 
next  Work  was  to  bring  the  Affair  before  the  Se- 
nate. Memnius^  truiling  to  the  Engagements  h(j 
had  privately  enter'd  into  with  his  Colleague,  flill 
in  order  to  avoid  convening 

that 
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that  Body  j  but  Seflius^  won  over  probably  by  a 
Promife  of  being  included  in  the  Number  of  De^ 
cemvirs^  broke  his  word  with  him.  He  aflemblcd 
the  Senate,  and  propofed  the  Nomination  of  the 
Decemvirs.  The  Opinions  were  divided,  as  ufu- 
al  i  fome  Senators,  fond  of  the  old  Cuftoms,  were 
averfe  to  all  Changes  in  the  Government  of  the 
State,  and  the  Adminillration  of  Juilice.  Buc 
Jpplus^  who  had  a  flrong  Party  in  the  Society, 
maintained  on  the  contrary,  that  there  was  great 
Juftice  in  eflablifhing  with  the  People's  Confenr, 
Laws  that  might  be  conftant  Rules  for  the  future 
to  dire<51:  the  Judgments  of  the  Magiftrates.  And 
this  at  laft  was  carried  by  Plurality  of  Voices.  Ic 
was  refolved  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  Nomi- 
nation of  the  Decemvirs,  but  this  created  a  new 
Difficulty.  The  Tribunes  of  the  People  demand- 
ed in  their  Name,  that  five  Plebeians  fhou'd  be  let 
into  that  Commiflion.  All  the  Senators  unani- 
mouOy  oppofed  this  Pretenfion.  They  reprefent- 
ed,  that  as  the  Decemvirs  were  to  take  the  PJace 
and  the  Authority  of  the  Confuls,  it  was  a  thing 
iinhe?.rd-of,  that  common  Plebeians^  who  weye  by 
their  very  Birth  excluded  from  all  Curule  AJagi- 
flracies,  fliould  be  invefled  with  the  Sovereign 
Power.  The  Tribunes  found  plainly  that  the  Se- 
nate vvou'd  never  give  up  this  Point.  After  many 
Reafons  offered  on  both  Sides,  they  at  length  de- 
fifted  from  their  Demand,  for  fear  the  N'^rnina- 
tion  of  the  Decemvirs  fhou'd  be  dropp'd  entirely ;  ^  ^ 

and  fo  it  was  agreed  that  they  fhou'd  all  be  chofen  ^"^^"^''^ 
out  of  the  Body  of  the  Senate  j  that  thofe  Com- 
miHioncrs  fhou'd  for  one  whole  Year  be  invefl- 
ed with  the  Sovereign  Power,  without  any  Ap- 
peal from  their  Judgments  and  Decrees-,  that 
during  the  faid  Space  of  time  there  iTiou'd  be  nei- 
ther Confuls  nor  Tribunes;  that  the  Authority 
and  Fundions  of  all  the  other  Magiftrates  fh'^u'd 
be  fufpended  during  their   Adminillration 5   thac 

U  4  tliep 
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they  rtiou'd  draw  up  a  Body  of  Laws  extrafted 
from  thofe  of  Greece^  and  from  the  ancient  Ufages 
of  Rome-y  and  that  after  they  had  been  commaui-- 
cated  to  the  Senate  and  People,  and  had  received 
their  Conlii  mation,  they  fhou'd  always  for  the  fu- 
'.  ture  be  ftrifitly   obferved   in  the  Government  of 

the  State,  and  the  Adminiflrarion  of  Jullice. 

Some  time  afterwards,  a  folemn  AfTcmbly  was 
held  of  the  whole  Roman   People   convened   by 
Centuries.     This  Afiembly  was  preceded  by  Au- 
fpices,  and   the   other  Ceremonies  of  Religion ; 
they  went  then  upon  the  Ele6{:ion  of  the  Decem- 
Tear  of     vivs.  Appius  Claudius  and  7".  Genutius  were 
Rome,      appoiniea  firfii  and  it  was  thought  they  deferved 
3°2.  jj-jjs  honourable  Preference  for  the  generous  Ab- 

dication they  had  made  of  the  Confuifhip.  The 
Votes  fell  next  upon  L.  Sefiius^  Veturius^  C.  Ju- 
■  lius  A.  Ma7iUus^  S.  Sulpitius^  P.  Curatius^  fT.  Ro- 
fniUus^  Sp.  Pojthumius^  all  Confular  Perfons.  The 
Senate  hoped  they  had  made  choice  of  the  mod 
zealous  Defenders  of  their  Prerogatives  j  but 
moft  of  them,  to  attain  this  Dignity,  had  en- 
ter'd  into  private  Engagements  with  the  Tri- 
bunes of  the  People.  Thus  each  Party  looked 
upon  this  Ele6tion  as  their  own  particular  Work, 
and  concurr'd  jointly  in  it,  tho*  with  Views 
widely  different.  Tho'  Appius  was  the  iirft, 
and  in  a  manner  the  Head  of  the  College  of 
Decemvirs,  yet  he  lived  with  his  Colleagues  in 
V  a  perfe6t  Equality  and  good  Underftanding.     He 

efpecially  affeded  the  moft  popular  Behaviour; 
Their  Ma-  bc  falutcd  the  meanefi:  Pkheian  that  he  met  in  his 
deration,  wayj  he  took  upon  himfelf  the  Care  of  their  Af- 
fairs and  Interells,  and  procured  them  fpeedy  Ju- 
flicc.  Each  Decemvir  pred'ded  in  his  turn  one 
whole  Day.  He  had  then  the  twelve  Lidors,  who 
walked  before  him  with  the  Fafces.  They  fuc- 
ceffively  difpenfcd  Juftice  in  the  Torutn^  which 
they  did  with  fo  much  Equity,  that  the  People, 

charme*^ 
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charmed  with  their  Conduft,  fccmed  to  have  for- 
got their  Tribunes.      Moll  of  'cm  pray'd  to  the 
Gods  for   the  Continuance   of  a   Government  fo 
full  of  Moderation  j    nay,  there  were  ranny   Pk- 
heians  who  declared,  that  inilead  of  reftodng  the 
Confulfjiip    and  Tribunate,   the  bell  thing  they 
cou'd  do,  wou'd  be  to  find  Ways  to  make  the  De- 
cemvirate   perpetual.      The    Decemvirs   laboured  ^"^^ '^'^J' 
with  great  Application  that  whole  Year  upon  the 
Compilation  of  the  Laws,    which  they  gathered 
partly  from  the  ancient  Decrees  of  the  Kings  of 
Roms^  and  partly  from  the  Laws  o^  Greece^  which 
one  Hermodoms  of  Ephefus^  who  happened  to  be  „..    , 
then  at  Ro-me^  interpreted  to  them.     When  their  c.  5. 
Work  was  compleated,   they  propofed  it  in  ten 
Tables,  of  which  only  a  few  Fragments  are  come 
down  to  us.     Some  relate  to  the  Concerns  of  Re-  qj^^^.   , 
ligion,  others  to  the  Public  Right,  and  the  great-  ]eg.  ].  2. 
er  pare   to  private  Pcrfons.     Thefe  Tables  were  &  3. 
affixed  up  in  Public,  that  every  Man  might  read 
them,  make  his  Rcfleclions  upon  them,  and  com- 
municate them  to  the  Decemvirs,  before  they  re- 
ceived the  Force  of  Laws.     They  were  then  car- 
ried before  the  Senate,  where  they  were  examined 
and  agreed  to  by  Plurality  of  Voices  j  and  it  was 
decreed  by  a  Senatuiconfultum  that  the  Comitici  of 
Centuries   iliou'd   immediately  be  called  to  have 
them  ratified  by  the  whole  Roman  People. 

The  Day  of  the  Afl'embly  being  come,  the  Au- 
fpices  were  folcmnly  taken,  and  the  Lav«7s  read 
over  again  in  prcfence  of  the  Minifters  of  Reli- 
gion. The  Decemvirs  reprcfented  to  the  People 
with  great  Modeily,  that  thev  did  not  know 
they  had  omitted  any  thing  which  feemed  necef- 
fary  for  the  Prefervation  of  Liberty,  and  the  E- 
llablifliment  of  that  Equality  which  was  fo  ne- 
celTary  in  a  Republic.  That  however  they  wou'd 
have  their  Fellow-Citizens  examine  their  Perfor- 
liii^nce  carefully,    and   declare  freely   what   rhey 

con- 
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conceived  ought  to  be  retrenched  or  added  5  to 
the  intent  that  for  the  future  the  People  might 
live  under  Laws  which  they  themfelves  might  be 
faid  to  have  Made  rather  than  Approved.  A  Dif- 
courfe  fo  modeft  and  candid,  had  no  other  Anfwer 
but  the  highefl  Praifes.  The  Laws  contained  in 
the  ten  Tables  were  received  with  the  Confent  of 
all  the  Centuries.  There  v/ere  only  fome  few  par- 
ticular Perfons  who  were  of  Opinion  that  feveral 
Regulations  were  wanting  which  might  make  two 
other  Tables,  and  that  if  they  were  added  to  the 
former  ten,  they  fhou'd  then  have  a  compleat 
Body  of  the  whole  Roman  Law.  This  Defeat 
created  a  Deflre  to  make  another  Election  of  De- 
Xhe  De-  cemvirs  for  one  Year  more.  The  Senate  and  the 
emvirate  People  cqually  approved  of  this  Defign,  tho'  foi" 
intinue:.  (jifferent  Ends.  The  People  only  wanted  to  keep 
back  the  Rcftoration  of  the  Confular  Authority, 
which  they  were  jealous  ofj  and  the  Senate  on 
their  Parts  were  glad  to  be  freed  of  the  Tribunes, 
who  were  fo  odious  to  them. 

The  AfTcmbly  being  agreed,  the  Day  was  ap- 
pointed for  proceeding  to  a  new  Ele61:ion  of  De- 
cemvirs.     During  the  Interval  before  the  Comitia^ 
the  Senate  fell  into  Diviiions  about  that  Dignity. 
Some  afpired  to  it  out  of  Ambition ;  others,  who 
at  firll  had  been  the  greatell  Sticklers  againft  its 
Ellablifliment,  courted  it  then,  but  only  in  order 
to  exclude  thofe  whofe  Condu6b  and  Defigns  they 
AppiusV    fufpe6led.     Appius  pretended  not  to  defire  it  at 
Ajnhition   all  J  and  to  induce  his  Colleagues  to  renounce  it, 
md  Diffi-  he  declared  publickly,  that  having  fully  performed 
mulation.    j.j^g  Duty  of  good  Citizens  by  the  arduous  La- 
bour of  a  whole  Year,  it  was  now  jull:  to  grant 
them  fome  Repofc,  by  appointing  others  to  fuc- 
ceed  them. 

But  his  public  and  avowed  Engagements  with 

the  DuilUl  and  /:////,  that  is  to  fay,  with  the  Heads 

of  the  People,  and  the  Favourers  of  ths  former 

■  5  Tri- 
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Tribunes  of  that  Name  j  the  Pains  he  took  to 
make  himfclf  agreeable  to  the  Plebeians;  his  Affa- 
bility and  Moderation,  fo  contrary  to  the  Pride  of 
which  the  Claudlan  Family  was  accufcd  5  all  this 
gave  great  Uneafinefs  to  his  Rivals,  and  rendered 
him  fufpicious  to  his  Colleagues.  Thefe  latter,  to 
make  lure  of  his  Exclulion,  appointed  him  to  pre- 
lide  at  the  new  Elc6tion.  And  as  it  was  the  Cu- 
ilom  for  him  that  prefided  in  the  Aflembly  to  name 
thofe  who  courted  the  Poft  that  was  to  be  filled, 
they  imagined  that  after  the  Declaration  he  had 
made  of  his  renouncing  that  Dignity,  he  cou'd  noc 
have  the  hce.  to  name  himfelf  for  a  Candidate:  Be- 
lides  that  it  was  a  thing  unheard  of,  that  he  who 
prefided  at  the  Eledion  fhou'd  propofe  himfelf^ 
excepting  indeed  an  Inftance  or  two  of  fome  Tri- 
bunes of  the  People,  who  upon  the  likeOccafions 
had  not  been  afl-iamcd  to  abufe  the  Confidence  of 
their  Fellow-Citizens.  Appius  had  no  more  Mo- 
defty  than  thofe  ambitious  Plebeians.  The  Day  o{  Tear  of 
Election  being  come,  contrary  to  all  Rules  of  De-  Rome 
cency,  he  named  himfelf  for  firft  Decemvir  j  and  ^°^' 
the  People,  ever  the  Tools  of  thofe  who  know 
how  to  blind  them  with  an  Appearance  of  afting  for 
their  Good,  confirmed  by  their  Votes  fo  extraordi- 
nary a  Nomination.  That  Decemvir  had  the  Cun- 
ning then  to  get  the  majority  of  Votes  for  ^untus 
Fablus  Fibtdarms^  a  Confular  Perfon  indeed,  and  of 
Manners  too  till  then  unblameable,  but  of  a  flow 
inaflive  Temper,  naturally  averfe  toBufinefs,  with- 
out Refolution,  and  uncapable  of  withflandinghim 
in  the  Execution  of  the  Defigns  which  he  was  me- 
ditating. It  was  upon  the  fame  Motive,  that  he 
next  got  the  Election  to  fall  upon  M.  CorneliuSj 
M.  SevulUus^  L.  Mlnuclus^  'T.  Antonlus^  and  M.  Ra- 
hule'tus^  Senators  very  little  efteemed  in  their  own 
Body,  but  devoted  to  his  Service  ;  and  by  his  pri- 
vate Brigues  they  carried  that  Dignity  from  the 
^mliamj  and  even  from  his  own  Uncle  Claudius^ 

a  zealous 
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^?f  ^""^^  ;P^^^/«^^,  whom  he  excluded,  as  well  as' 
all  his  Colleagues  m  the  firfl  Decemvirate.   Laftlv 
what  furpriled  and  alarmed  the  Senate,  was,  that 
Appius,  forgetting  his  own  Glory  and  that  of  his 
.       Anceftors,  was  not  afliamed,  oi-  of  CompUifance 
to  tne  late  Tribunes,   to  whom  he   had  fold  his 
l^aith,   to  propofe   three  Plebeians  for  Decemvirs 
pretending  it  was  but  jull,  that  there  fhou'd  be 
lomebody  in  that  College  to  take  care  of  the  In- 
tcrefts  of  the  People.    Thus  he  brought  in  Q  Pe- 
Uhus,  C.  Diiellius,   and  Sp.  Oppius,  all  three  P/^- 
^/^?^j,  excluded  by  their  Birth  from  thofe  Prime 
JVIagi  tracies,  and  who  attained  them  only  for  ha^ 
ving  borne  Appius  thro'  all   the  Voices   of  the 
People,  whoni  they  led  as  they  pleafed,  and  whom 
they  had  perfuaded  to  be  for  him,  according  to 
the  private  Agreement  between  them 
rear  of         ^^.^1^5  at  length  feeing  himfelf  by  means  of 
Rome       his  Diffimulation  and  Cabals  arrived  at  the  Head 
303, .       ot  the  Decemvirate,  thought  now  of  nothing  but 
0..,...,h       ,0  make  his  Dominio'n  perpetual  3  he'lme. 
ce^vin.     ^  ft^/y  aiTemb  ed  his  new  Colleagues,  who  were 
all  obhged  to  him  for  their  Dignity.  Then  throw- 
mg  off  the  Mask  of  a  Republican,  he  reprefented 
to  them,  that  nothing  was  more  eafy  than  to  re- 
tam  the  Sovereign  Power  for  their  whole  Lives - 
that    they   were    entrufted    with   a   Commiffion 
wherein  the  Confular  Authority  and  the  Tribu- 
nitian  Power  were  both  united;  that  the  Senate 
'T   o   nP^^'.  ^^^'^y^  ^^  variance,   rather  than  fee 
the  Reftoration  of  thofe  two  Magiflracies,  which 
were  equally  odious  to  them,  wou'd  chufe  to  leave 
the  Government  as  a  Pledge  in  their  Hands 3  that  - 
the  private  People  wou'd  by  degrees  grow  accu- 
Homed  to  then-  Authority,  and  that  to  preferve  it 
they  rauft  bring  into  their  Tribunal  the  Coani- 
zance  of  all  manner  of  Affairs,  without  fuffenn^ 
them  to  be  carried  either  before  the  Senate  or  thd 
AflemDly  of  the  People.     That  above  all,   they 


fhou'd 
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fhou'd  carefully  avoid  convening  cither  of  thofe 
two  Bodies,  which  might  make  them  fenfible 
either  of  their  Rights  or  Strength.  That  there 
would  always  be  found  in  fuch  AlTemblies  unquiet 
Spirits  impatient  of  all  Dominion,  and  that  to 
render  the  Authoiity  of  the  Decemviratc  unflia- 
kable,  it  behoved  the  Decemvirs  to  continue  firm- 
ly united  among  themfelves.  That  they  ought  to 
have  a  mutual  Complaifmce  for  each  other  ^  that 
the  whole  College  ought  to  intereft  themfelves 
warmly  for  the  particuUr  Affairs  of  each  Decem- 
vir 5  and  he  added,  that  he  thought  they  fhou'd 
all  bind  themfelves  by  the  mod  folemn  Oaths, 
never  to  interrupt  one  another  in  the  Execution 
of  their  particular  Defigns.  As  this  Propofal  of 
Appius  agreeably  flattered  the  Ambition  of  his 
Colleagues,  they  readily  came  into  his  Scheme. 
Everyone  applauded  his  Thought;  all  took  the 
Oaths  that  he  required,  and  unanimoully  agreed  ^  jj  j  ^^ 
to  omit  nothing  that  might  ferve  to  their  keeping,  fub  fin. 
as  long  as  they  lived,  the  Empire  and  Command 
which  had  been  intruded  to  them  but  for  one  fin- 
gle  Year  :  A  new  Confpiracy  againft  the  Public 
Liberty. 

Thefe  new  Magiftrates  entered  into  PoOefHon  Id.  Ibic!, 
of  their  Dignity  on  the  Ides  of  Mzyj  and  to  flrike  v?''^  °f 
immediate  Terror  and  Refped  into   the  People,  ^^^^^* 
they  appeared  in  publick  each  with  twelve  Lidors 
bearing  Axes  among  their  Fafces,  Hke  thofe  that 
ufed  to  go  before  the  ancient  Kings  of  Rome^  or 
the  Di6lator ;   fo  that  the  Forum  was  filled  with 
a  hundred  and  twenty  Li6i:ors,  who  difperfed  the 
Multitude  with  a  Pride  and  State  infupportable  in 
a  City  where  Modefty  and  Equality  always  reign-  Tyranny  ef 
ed  before.     The  People  cou'd  not  fee  this  Train  the  De- 
and  Parade  of  Tyranny  without  Indignation.   The  ^^^^'''^• 
Comparifon  they  made  between  the  Moderation 
of  the  Confuls,   and  the  pompous  and  haughty 
Behaviour  of  the  Decemvirs^  foon  led  them  to 

regres 
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regret  their  old  Government.  They  complained 
in  private,  that  now  ten  Kings  were  fet  up  over 
them  inftead  of  two  Confuls.  But  thefe  Refle- 
ctions came  too  late,  and  it  was  no  longer  in  their 
Power  to  undo  their  own  V/ork.  The  Decern- 
*virs  began  to  reign  impeiioufty  and  with  a  de- 
fpotic  Authority.  Befides  their  Liclors,  they  were 
always  furrounded  by  a  Band  of  Fellows  without 
Houfe  or  Home,  moft  of  them  blackened  with 
Crimes,  or  loaded  with  Debts,  and  that  cou'd 
find  no  Safety  but  in  the  Troubles  of  the  State. 
But  what  was  Hill  more  deplorable,  there  follow- 
ed in  the  Train  of  thefe  new  Magiftrates  a  crowd 
.  of  young  Patricians,  who  preferring  Licentiouf- 
nefs  to  Liberty,  made  their  Court  to  the  Difpen- 
fers  of  Favours  in  the  moll  abje6t  manner  :  Nay, 
and  to  gratify  their  Paflions,  and  provide  for  their 
Pleafures,  did  not  blufh  to  be  the  Minifters  and 
Accomplices  to  thofe  of  the  Decemvirs.  There 
was  now  no  Afylum  that  cou'd  be  called  fafe  for 
Beauty  and  Virtue.  Thofe  unbridled  Youth,  un- 
der fhelter  of  the  Sovereign  Power,  tore  the  Daugh- 
ter out  of  the  Bofom  of  her  Mother  with  Impu- 
nity 5  others,  upon  frivolous  Pretenlions,  took  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Eilates  of  their  Neighbours  that  lay 
convenient  for  them.  In  vain  Complaint  was  made 
to  thQ  Decemvirs -y  the  unhappy  People  were  dri- 
ven away  with  Contempt,  and  Favour  and  Self- 
intereft  fat  in  the  Place  of  Law  and  Juftice.  If  1 
any  Citizen,  warmed  with  a  remaining  Spark  of  1 
the  ancient  Liberty,  was  fo  bold  as  to  exprefs  his 
Refentment,  thofe  Tyrants  ordered  him  to  be 
beaten  with  Rods  like  a  Slave  ;  others  were  ba- 
nifhed  -,  fome  were  even  put  to  Death  j  and  Con- 
fifcation  always  followed  the  Puniflimcnt  of  the 
poor  Wretches. 

The  People,  groaning  under  fo  tyrannical  a 
Dominion,'  turned  their  Eyes  to  the  Senate, 
from  whence  they  hoped  for  Liberty.     But  moft 

of 
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of  the  Senators,  dreading  the  Fury  of  the  De- 
cemuirs^  were  retired  into  the  Country.  Thofe 
that  Itaid  in  the  City  were  not  difpleafed  to  find 
than  the  Severity  of  the  prefent  Governmenc 
made  them  wifli  for  that  of  the  Confuls  j  and 
they  fiatter'd  themfelves  the  People  wou'd  glad- 
ly give  up  their  Tribunes,  if  they  cou'd  but  be 
delivered  from  the  Dominion  of  the  Decern^ 
.virs. 

C.  Claudius^  a  Confular  Perfon  and  Appius's 
Uncle,  deeply  concerned  to  fee  his  Nephew  make 
himfelf  the  Tyrant  of  his  Countiy,  went  fevera! 
times  to  get  to  the  Speech  of  him,  to  put  him  in 
mind  how  much  he  fliamed  the  Memory  of  his 
Ancellors  by  fo  odious  a  Condu6l:.  But  the 
Head  of  the  Decemvirs^  who  cou'd  not  bear  the 
Thoughts  of  his  Remonftranccs,  eluded  his  Vifits 
with  different  Pretences.  C.  Claudius  cou'd  never 
penetrate  fo  far  as  his  Apartment,  and  that  old 
IVIagiftrate  found  by  Experience,  that  Tyrants  ne- 
ver own  either  Relations  or  Friends. 

In  the  mean  time  thofe  new  Magiftrates  added  TtooTahUi 
Two  Tables  of  Laws  to  the  Ten  that  had  been  ]f^''!j-^l' 
promulgated  the  Year  before  ;  but  they  fettled 
nothing  in  them  about  the  Partition  of  the  con- 
queied  Lands.  It  was  particularly  obferved  alfo, 
that  in  the  two  lafl;  Tables  there  was  an  Article 
prohibiting  Alliances  berween  the  Patricians  and 
Plebeians  by  Inter- Marriage,  and  that  they  had 
made  an  exprefs  Law  of  an  old  Cuftom.  It  was 
fufpefbed  that  the  Decemvirs  eitablifhed  this  new 
Law,  and  at  the  fame  time  neglefted  to  make  a- 
ny  Regulation  in  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Partition  of 
Lands,  only  to  perpetuate  the  Divifion  between 
the  two  Orders  of  the  Republic.  They  were  ap- 
prehenfive  that  if  the  Nobility  and  People  fhou'd 
ever  unite,  they  wou'd  turn  againll  them  that  an- 
cient Animofity  which  it  was  fo  much  their  In- 
tercft  to  keep  alive.    However,  as  the  Authority 

of 
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of  thefe  Decemvirs  was  to  hold  but  for  one  Year, 

it   was  hoped   their  Tyranny  wou'd  expire  with 

that  Term.     But  x\{t  Ides  of  A/^jv  came,  and  not 

the  leall  Appearance  of  any  Comitla  or  of  an  Af- 

X3furpatt'  femby  for  an  Eledion.    The  Tyrants  then  fhewed 

on  of  the    themfelves  bare-faced,  and  in  fpite  both  of  Senate 

vin"^'      ^^'^  People  retained  the  Government,  without  any 

other  Title  but  Force  and  Violence,    All  that  gave 

them  the  leaft  Umbrage  were  profcribed.     Many 

Citizens  voluntarily  banifhed  themfelves  from  their 

Country  5  feme  took  Refuge  even  among  the  La" 

tines  and  Hernici;  and  Rome^  now  almoll  a  Defart, 

was  left  a  Prey  to  thofe  Tyrants. 

Every  body  fccretly  deplored  the  Lofs  of  Li- 
berty, but  mt  one  Citizen  in  the  whole  Repub- 
lic was  fo  generous  as  to  attempt  to  break  their 
Chains.  The  Roman  People  feemed  to  have  loft 
that  Courage  which  before  got  them  fo  much 
Fear  and  Refpe^l  among  their  Neighbours.  The 
Latines  and  thofe  that  had  fubmitted  to  the  Do- 
minion of  the  Romans^  defpifed  the  Orders  that 
,.  were  fent  them,  as  if  they  cou'd  not  bear  to  fee 

the  Empire  remain  in  a  City  which  had  loft  its 
own  Liberty}  and  the  Mqui  and  Sab'mes  made  In- 
curfions  quite  up  to  the  very  Gates  oi  Rome  with 
Impunity. 

Thofe  eternal  Enemies  of  the  Republic  taking 
Advantage  of  the  Confternation  the  Roman  Peo- 
pln  was  in,  raifed  two  Armies.  The  Sabines  ad- 
vanced along  the  1'yber  to  within  an  hundred  and 
forty  Stadia  o^  Rome -,  and  the  Mqui^  after  having 
plundered  the  Territory  of  7///?///^»2,  came  and  en- 
camped near  Algidum.  Thofe  two  Armies  feemed 
to  threaten  Rome  with  a  Siege.  This  News  very 
much  furprized  the  Decemvirs }  they  were  obliged 
to  arm  on  their  parts,  but  there  was  no  doing  this 
without  the  joint  Confent  of  the  Senate  and  Peo- 
ple, and  they  cou'd  not  but  know  how  odious  they 
were  to  both.    They  held  feveral  Councils  among 

them- 
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themfelves,  full  of  Trouble  and  Confufion.  The 
Quellion  was.  Whether  they  iliou'd  apply  to  the 
People,  or  the  Seziatcj  and  wliac  perplexed  the 
Decemvirs  mofb  was,  their  Fear  that  the  Year  of 
their  JVIagiltracy  being  expired,  the  very  Right  of 
Convocation  vvou'd  bp  difputed  with  them,  as  be- 
iilg  now  but  mere  private  Men.  At  length,  after 
feveral  Deliberations,  as  the  Decemvirs  were  moft 
of  them  of  the  Body  of  the  Senate, .  and  had 
Friends  in  ir,  they  determined  to  call  that,  and  a- 
greed  upon  the  Part  that  each  of  diem  rnou'd  a6fc 
in  the  AlTembly.  Their  Creatures  undertook  to 
anfwer  the  Complaints  of  thofe  that  fiiou'd  demand 
the  Abolition  of  the  Decemv irate.  They  choie 
this  way,  in  hopes  they  fliou'd  obtain  a  Levy  of 
Troops  by  their  Intereil:  >  and  they  thought  the 
People,  as  much  as  thsy  feemei^  enraged,  cou'd 
not  refill:  ir,  having  with  their  Trij^yj^eg  jojft  phe 
Privilege  of  Oppoficicn.  .  .1   ■ 

A  Herald  by  the  Decemvirs  Order  immediate-   n^r  of 
ly  convened  the  Senate.     They  then  "went  to  it  Rome 
themfelves,   but  they  found  none  there  but  their  ^°^' 
own  Adherents.    The  other  Senators  had  thrpw4i 
up  the  Care  of  the  public  Affliirs,  and  were  r^tir'd, 
-as  we  fiid  before,  to  their  Country  Houfes.     The 
Decemvirs,  fent  A'lefiengers  tbittjer  to  then?,,:  Ap- 
pointing another  AOembly  for  next  Day.     Moft 
of  them  returned  to  Rome,  m4  t^aine  to  the  Se- 
nate j  but  with  Views  widely  diiT^rent  from  thofe 
of   the   Decemvirs.       Jppins  m.  a   iludied   Dif- 
courfe  laid  open  the  Neceillty  of  taking   Anjis, 
to  repel  the  Incurfions  of  the  JJiqui  and  the  Sc^- 
bines. 

L.  Valerius  Potitus,  without  waiting  till  it  came  D.H.I. n. 
to  his  turn  to  give  his  Opinion,  prefcntly  ftood  L.  Valeri- 
up.     He  v^as  the  Son  of  that  Valerius  who  was  "^PotitusV 
flain  at  the  Head  of  the  Romans  fighting  againft^f/      '' 
Herdonius,  and  Grandfon  of  the  famous  Valerius, 
furnamed  PuhUcola,  one  of  the  chief  Founders  of  * 
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the  public  Liberty.  Jppius  fearing  that  a  Man 
of  his  Birth  and  Chara6ler,  if  he  fpoke  firft, 
wou'd  propol'e  fomething  contrary  to  the  Intereft 
of  the  Decemvir?,  fternly  conmrnanded  him  to  fit 
down  and  hold  his  Peace,  and  wait  till  Senators 
older  than  himfelf,  and  more  confiderable  in  the 
Republic,  had  declared  their  Opinions  firft.  '  I 
wou'd  have  done  fo,  reply'd  Valerius  calmly, 
if  1  had  nothing  to  fpeak  upon  but  the  Bufinefs 
you  propofcd.  But  the  Liberty  of  the  Repub- 
lic is  to  be  looked  to  firll.  Shall  it  ever  be  faid 
that  a  mere  private  Man,  whofe  Magiftracy  is 
expir'd,  impofed  Silence  upon  Valerius?  Muft 
your  Tyranny  reduce  a  Senator  to  regret  that 
Affillance  which  the  meaneft  of  the  People  ufed 
to  receive  from  the  Oppofition  of  their  Tri- 
bunes? But  fince  you  and  your  Colleagues  have 
ufurp'd  their  Power,  I  appeal  to  thofe  very  Col- 
leagues, not  fo  much  with  hopes  of  being  re- 
lieved by  them,  as  to  lay  open  to  the  Eyes  of  the 
World  the  Confpiracy  you  have  formed  againft 
the  public  Liberty.  And  you  efpecially.  Fa- 
bins  Vihulamis^  you  that  have  been  honoured 
with  three  Confulates,  will  you  give  occafion 
for  Men  to  fay,  that  out  of  complaifance  to  Ty- 
rants, you  betrayed  the  Interefls  of  your  Coun- 
try? 

FahluSif  doubtful  and  confounded,   knew  not 
what  to  anfwer.     But  Appius  tranfoorted  with 
Rage,    cried  out  to  him  once  more  to  hold   his 
Peace  J  and  the  other  Decemvirs  threatned  to  have 
him  thrown  down  from  the  top  of  the  'Tarpe'ian 
Rock,  as  an  Incendiary  and  Difturber  of  the  pub- 
lic Quiet.     A  way  of  proceeding  fo  violent  and  fo 
extraordinary  in  a  Body  where  all  were  indeed  up- 
on a  perfe6t  Equality,  filled  the  whole  Afiembly 
M.  Hon-  with  Indignation.     M.  Horatius  Barhatus  feem'd 
tiusBarba- mofc  provok'd  at  it.     He  was  Grandfon  of  that 
S^:^^'''''^"  Horatius  Cocks^  who  in  Defence  of  bis  Country's 
^'  Liberty 
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Liberty  fuftained  alone  upon  a  Bridge  the  Shock 
of  Porfenna's  whole  Army.  The  fame  RepubHcan 
Spirit  that  had  been  fo  great  an  Honour  to  the  Fa- 
thers, defcended  to  their  Children.  The  Horatius 
we  now  fpeak  ofj  not  able  any  longer  to  bear  the 
Pride  and  Inlblence  of  the  Decemvirs,  ftO'">d  up, 
and  publicly  called  them  the  'Tarqiiins  and  Tyrants 
of  their  Country. 

'  You  tell  us,  fays  he,  of  the  War  of  the  Sa- 
hines^  as  if  the  Roman  People  had  any  Enemies 
greater  than  your  felves.  1  wou'd  gladly  know 
by  what  Authority  you  convened  this  Afiembly, 
and  by  what  Right  you  pretend  to  prcfide  m  it. 
Is  not  the  Time  of  your  Magillracy  cxpir'd  ? 
Do  you  not  know  that  the  Power  of  the  De- 
cemvirate  was  given  you  bat  for  one  Year?  We 
chofe  you  to  citabliih  fuch  Laws  as  were  fit  for 
a  ^xzt  State  to  fubmit  to,  and  you  have  left  no 
Footftep  of  that  Equality  which  was  the  fole 
Obje6b  the  Romans  had  m  view.  You  have  fup- 
prelTed  the  AfTcrahlies  of  the  People,  and  the 
Convocations  o^i  the  Senate.  There  is  now  no 
talk  of  Ele6lions,  neither  of  Coufuls,  nor  of 
Tribunes.  All  the  annual  Magiflracics  are  a- 
bolilli'd  :  Y  iu  have  totally  fabvertcd  the  ancient 
Older  of  Government,  to  build  upon  its  R.u- 
ins  your  own  particular  Empire  and  D'lmini- 
o'^.  But  know,  that  the  Blood  of  Valerius  and 
Horatius^  who  formerly  drove  the  'Tarqiiins  ouc 
of  Rome^  yet  runs  in  the  Veins  of  their  De- 
fcendants.  We  have  the  fame  Courage  and 
the  fame  Zeal  for  the  Liberty  of  our  Country. 
The  Gods,  Proteilors  of  this  City,  will  grant: 
us  the  fame  Succefs;  and  L  liope  the  People, 
no  lefs  jealous  of  their  freedom  than  their 
Anccftors,  will  never  defert  us  in  fo  jull  a 
Caufc. 

A  Difcourfe  fo  refolucc  quite  dunned  the  De- 
cemvirs.     They  knesv  no:  whether  they  lliou'd 
X  2  fhew 
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fhew^iheir  Anger,  or  affeft  Moderation.  Jppius^ 
to  {often  the  Minds  of  the  Senate,  reprefcntea  that 
they  were  fo  far  from  fetting  up  for  Tyrants,  that 
they  had  called  the  Senate  only  to  take  its  Advice 
upon  the  prefent  .State  of  Affairs.  That  if  he. 
had  impofed  Silence  upon  Valerius^  it  was  only  to 
oblige  him  to  conform  to  the  ordinary  Method,' 
which  was,  that  every  Man  fliou'd  fpeak  accord- 
ing to  his  Rank,  unlefs  he  was  particularly  applied 
to  by  him  that  prefided  m  the  Senate.  Then  turn- 
ing to  his  Uncle  C.  Claudius^  he  bid  him  fpeak 
his  Mind  with  all  the  Freedom  that  the  Aflembly 
cou'd  wilh  for.  He  flatter'd  himfelf,  that  the  In- 
tereft  of  his  Family,  the  Ties  of  Blood,  and  in 
fome  meafure  the  Honour  he  did  him  in  asking  his 
Opinion  firll,  wou'd  induce  him  to  confute 
what  fecmed  too  harfh  againft  him  in  Horat'ius's 
Speech.  But  he  direfted  himfelf  to  a  true  i?^;;;?^;?, 
^; ^'^""^' and  one  that  wou'd  have  facrificed  his  own  Chil- 
■pidit-i.  *^''^"  ^*^  ^'^^  Prefervation  of  the  public  Liberty. 
He  had  even  been  very  often,  as  we  faid  before, 
at  his  Nephew  A p Plus's  Houfe  to  endeavour  to 
make  him  fenfible  of  the  Unlawfulnefs  of  his  Go- 
vernment J  but  the  Servants,  by  their  Mafter's  Di- 
reftion,  had  always  kept  him  from  his  Prefence 
with  various  Excufes,  and  he  had  no  Opportuni- 
ty, but  in  fo  public  an  AfTembly,  to  tell  him  his 
Thoughts  finccrcly. 

That  Senator  obferved  firll  to  the  Aflembly, 
that  two  Affiirs  of  different  Natures  were  then 
to  be  confidered  of;  a  War  which  was  to  be  car- 
ry'd  on  Abroad,  and  remedying  the  DifTentions 
which  raged  at  Home  with  relation  to  the  Go- 
vernment That  what  was  termed  a  War,  was 
nothing  but  fome  tranfient  Incurficns  of  a  few 
Parties  of  the  Enemy,  who  ventured  to  come 
near  the  Frontiers  of  the  State,  only  upon  the  En- 
couragement of  the  inteftine  Divifions  that  fplit 
the  Republic.     That  therefore  they  fhou'd  firfl 
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fettle  Peace  and  Union  in  the  City,  and  that  then 
only  difplaying  the  Standards  of  the  Legions  woii'd 
be  enough  to  frighten  away  the  Mqai^   and  the 
Sah'mes^  over  ,v^hom  the  Romans  had  already  fo 
often  triumphed.     But  that  he  doubted  whether 
the  People  wou'd  range  thcmfelves  under  the  En- 
ligns  of  the  Decemvirs^  whom  they  juftly  look'd 
upon  as  private  Men,  who  had  uiurpcd  the  So- 
vereign Power,  and  without  cither  the  Agreement 
of  the  Senate  or  Confent  of  the  People,  had  by 
heir  own  pri»vate  Authority  continued  thcmfelves 
n  the  Government  of  the  State.     Then  dire6ling 
his  Speech  to  Appius:  '  Cun  you  be  now  to  learn, 
faid  he  to  him,  how  very  odious  fo  unjuft:  an 
Enterprize  is  to  all  good   Men?   And  if  you 
doubt  it,  the  voluntary  Exile  to  which  our  mod 
illudrious  Senators  have  condemned  thcmfelves, 
does  it  not  fufficiently  fhew  that  they  look  up-* 
on  you  to   be  no  better  than  a  Tyrant  ?  The 
Senate   very  impatiently  bears  that  you  Hiou'd 
rob  them  of  their  Authority  j   the  People   de- 
manded their  Right  of  Appeal,  or  that  of  Op- 
pofition  which  you  have  fupprefs'd  5  all  our  Ci- 
tizens call  upon  you,  fome  for  their  Ellates,  which, 
have  been  made  a  Prey  to  your  Ruffians,  others 
for  their  Daughters  which  you  have  forced  away 
to  fatisfy  your  guilty  Pailions.    The  whole  City, 
the  whole  Nation  deteft  a  Magiftracv,  which 
has   deftroyed    their  Liberty,   aboliOied  the  ufe 
of  Comitia^  ufurped  the  legal  Authority  of  the 
Confuls,  and  put  down  the  Power  of  the  Tri- 
bunes.     Rellore  to    the  Commonwealth,   the 
Power  with  which    flie   intrufted  you  but  for 
one  Year  5  reilore  to    us   our  ancient  Form  of 
Government  J   rellore  your  felves  to  your  own 
Innocence.     Call  to  mind  your  former  Virtue, 
nnd  generoufly  quit  together  with  an  unwarrant- 
able Power   the  Name  of  a  Decemvir^   which 
'"our  have  made  fo  odious.   I  conjure  you  to  this 
X  5  'by 
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'  by  our   common    Anceftors,   by  the  Manes   of 
'  your  Father,  that  iiluftrious  Citizen,   who  left 
'  you  To  noble   an  Example  of  Moderation,   and 
'  of  Zeal  for  the  Public  Liberty  ;  I  conjure  you 
'  above  all,    by  your  own  Piefervation,   and  the 
'  care  of  your  Life,  which  you  muft  unavoidably 
*  lofe   hv  ibme    ignominious    Punifhment,   if  you 
'  obftinatelv  perfifl:  to  hold  any  longer  the  unjulT: 
'  Power  which  you  have  ufurp'd  over  your  Fcl- 
'  low-Citizens. 
AppiusV        Appius,  covered  with  Shame  at  fuch  juft  Re- 
Confufion.  proaches,  had  not  Power  to  anfvver.     Plis  Silence 
was  looked  upon  as  a  tacit  Confeflion  of  his  In- 
jufticp,  and  even  as  an  approaching  Difpoficion  to 
M.  Cor-    abdicate  the  Decemvirate.     But  M.C^rneUuSj  one 
ndiusV      of  his  Colicag'j  "?,  taking  upon  him  to  fpenk,  and 
Pnde.       applying  himfelf  direftly  to  C.  Claudius^  told  him 
proudly,  that  thofe  who  had  the  Government  of 
the  Republic,  did  not  (land  in  need  of  His  Advice 
to  direct  their  Conduft.     That  if  he  thought  he 
had  a  Right   to   give  p.rticular  Counfels   to  his 
Nephew,  he  might  go  to  him  at  his  Houfe;  that 
in  the  Senate  nothing  was  to  be  debated  but  the 
h^ms  of  the  Public  J   and   that  they  were  now 
met  upon   the   Neceffiry  of  taking  up  Arms  a- 
gainfi:  the  jEqni  and  S:ihincs^  who  were  advancing 
towards  Rome^  and  that  he  might  fpeak  his  Opi- 
nion as   to  this  point,   without  running  wide  of 
the  Purpofe  in   hand   by  unneceflary  Digreflions. 
CJaudiw:^  yet  more  provoked   at  the  fcornful  Si- 
lence of  Apfius,  than  at  his  Colleague's  infolent 
Anfwer,   turned  to  the  Senate:   'Since  my  Ne- 
'  phew,  fays  he,  will  not  condefcend  to  fpeak  to 
'  me,  neither  in  his  own  Houfe,  nor  in  full  Se- 

*  natc,  and  1  am  fo  unhappy  as  to  fee  the  Tyrant 
'  of  my  Country  arife  out  of  my  own  Family,  I 
'  declare,  Confcript  Fathers,   that  1  am  refolvcd 

*  to  retire  to  Regillns.  I  baniih  my  felf  from 
'  RomCj  and  make  an  Oath  never  to  enter  it  ^- 
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'  gain  but  with  our  Liberty.  However,  to  fulfill 
'  the  Obhgation  I  He  under  of  giving  my  Opi- 
'  nion,  with  relation  to  the  prefent  Bufinefs,  I 
'  don't  think  thrit  any  Levy  of  Trorps  ought 
'  to  be  made  till  Confuls  are  firft  chofen  to  lead 
'  them. 

L.  ^intiui  Cincinnatus^  'T.  ^lintiiis  Capitol'inu;^ 
and   L.  Lucretius^  all  Confular   Perfons   and   the 
principal  Men  in  the  Senate,  declared  themfelves 
of  the  lame  Opinion,  and  one  after  another  voted 
for  the  Abolition  of  the  Decemvirate.     M.  Cor- 
nelius^ one  of  the  Decemvirs^  apprehending  that 
the  Authority  of  thofe   great  Men  wou'd    draw 
the  reft  of  the  Senate  after  them,  interrupted  the 
Order  of  gathering  the  Suffrages,  and  asked  the 
Opinion  of  his  Brother  L.  Cornelius^  with  whom  L.  Corne- 
he   had   before   concerted   the  Speech  he  fhou'd  ^Jus'j 
make  in  Defence  of  the  Decemvirate.     That  Se-  ^J^"^^ '" 
nator  rihng  up,  never  went  about   to  juitity  ^i-  theV>z- 
ther  the  Authority  or  Condu6t  of  the  Decemvirs :  cemvirs. 
But  taking  a  more  cunning  Turn,  he  only  repre- 
fented  that  he  thought  it  wou'd  be  expedient  to 
defer  the  Ele6lion  of  new  Magiftratcs,   till  they 
had  driven  the  Enemy  out   of  the  Territory  of 
Rome.     '  Have  thofe,  faid  he,  who  profecute  the 

*  Abdication  of  the  Decemvirs  with  fo  much 
'  Warmth,  had  any  Promife  from  the  ^qui  and 
'  Sahines^  that  they  will  put  a  Stop  to  the  Pro- 
'  grefs  of  their  Arms,  till  we  have  changed  the 
'  Form  of  our  Government  ?  Ycu  know,  fiid  he, 

*  Confcript  Fathers,  the  tedious  Delays  which 
'  our  Eledions  require:  Firft,  there  muft  be  a 
'  Senatusconfultum  to  appoint  the  Comitia.    That 

*  Aflembly,  whether  convened  by  Centuries  or  by 
'  Tribes,  cannot   be   held  till  (even  and  tvi^enty 

*  Days  after  Notice  given.  And  before  the  new 
'  Magiftrates  can  be  named,  and  confirmed  by  a 
'  fecond  Afiembiy,  and  have  taken  PofTeiTion  of 

*  the  Government  of  the  State,  and  raifed   the 
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Troops  nece{Tiiry  to  repel  the  Enemy,  who  will 
warrant  us  that  we  Ihall  not  fee  them  at  the 
Gates  o^ Rome^  and  in  a  Condition  to  lay  Siege 
to  the  City?  Shall  we  go  ridiculoully  and  fay 
to  the  jEqul  and  Sabi?ie^^  Gentlemen,  pray  fu- 
fpend  the  Progrefs  of  your  Arms  i  let  us  be  qui- 
et tilt  we  have  put  an  end  to  our  Divifions  at 
Homej  the  Senate  is  not  yet  agreed  about  the 
Form  of  our  Government  j  but  when  once  the 
Confulfliip  is  reftored,  when  once  we  have  new 
Magiilrates  at  the  Head  of  our  Armies,  then  get 
ye  out  cf  our  Territory  without  Delay,  take 
Branches  of  Vervain,  and  return  and  lue  to  us 
humbly  for  Peace,  unlefs  you  have  a  mind  to 
feel  the  Fury  of  our  Legions?  !s  fuch  a  Difcourfe 
fit  to  be  heard  in  fo  venerable  an  Afiembly  ?  And 
yet  thefe  are  the  natural  Conlcquences  of  Clau- 
diush,  Propofal.  Mine  is,  that  our  Decemvirs  im- 
mediately inlift  the  Legions,  and  march  forth- 
with againft  the  Enemies.  Let  us  drive  them 
from  our  Frontiers  j  let  us  force  them,  by  the 
Terror  of  our  Arms,  to  befeech  us  to  grant  them 
Peace;  and  when  we  have  fecured  our  felves 
Abroad,  then.  Fathers,  employ  your  1  houghts 
upon  our  domellic^ff.iirs.  iievoke  by  your  Ati- 
thority  that  of  the  Decem-virs^  if  they  will  not 
lay  it  down  themfelves  with  a  good  Grace:  Call 
them  to  an  Account  for  their  Adminillrationj 
eleft  new  Magiflrates  in  their  room,  and  let  the 
Republic  return  again  to  her  ancient  Conftitu- 
tion,  6ut  permit  me  to  tell  you,  that  in  matter 
of  Government  Things  muft  be  done  according 
to  the  prefent  Conjundture  and  the  Neceflities  of 
the  State. 

The  Creatures  of  the  Decemvirs  declared  loud- 
ly for  this  Opinion.  The  younger  Senators, 
v/hen  it  came  to  their  turn  to  fpcak,  agreed  to  it, 
out  of  the  Heat  of  their  Courage,  which  made 
them  long  to  come  to  an  Engagement  with  the 

4  Foe. 
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Foe.  Some  of  the  oldeit  Senators  were  of  the 
fame  Side,  in  hopes  that  after  the  War  was  finifh- 
ed,  the  Abdication  of  the  Decemvirs  wou'd  follow 
quietly  of  courfe,  and  fo  the  Government  return 
naturally  into  the  Hands  of  the  Confuls  j  and  that: 
prudent  Magi  Urates  by  their  Moderation  might 
perhaps  .accullom  the  People  by  flow  degrees  to 
do  without  their  Tribunes. 

Appius,   who  with  a  fecret  Pleafure  faw  that 
the  Majority  were  of  the  Opinion  of  CorneUui^ 
did  then  only  for  Form  lake  defire  that  of  Fak'^ 
rius^  on  whom  he  had  impofed  Silence  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Aflembly.     '  Is  it  pofTiblc,  cried 
that  Senator,  that  we  can  bear  to  fee  our  Ty-  ^g^  jyir 
rants  exercife  their  Dominion  thus   in  the  Se-  ccurfe  of 
nate,  and  in  the  very  San6i:uary  of  Liberty?  My  Valerius, 
Mouth  was  flopt  when  my  fpeaking  cou'd  have 
been  of  any  Service,  and  now  I  am  allowed  to 
declare  my  Mind  when   the  Votes  are  already 
gathered,   when  the  Majority  has  declared  for 
"the  Opinion  of  Cornelius^  and  when  all  further 
Remonftranccs  are  hardly  to  any  manner  of  pur- 
pofe.     However,  I  will  not  betray  my  Confci- 
ence  and  the  Interells  of  my  Country.     I  will 
fpcak  what  I  think  of  the  Continuance  of  the 
Power  which  the  Decemvirs  have  ufurp'd,  and 
I  will  do  it  with  all  the  Courage  and  Freedom 
of  a  true  Roman. 

'  I  declare  firft  that  I  heartily  fubfcribe  to  all 
that  C.  Claudius  has  fo  wifely  reprefented  to  you, 
with  relation  to  the  Neceffity  there  is  of  creating 
new  Magiftrates  before  we  take  the  Field.  But 
fince  L.  Cornelius^  the  avowed  Defender  of  Ty- 
ranny, has  endeavoured  to  turn  fo  judicious  a 
Counfel  into  Ridicule,  upon,  pretence  that  the 
Delays  requifite  in  the  Election  of  thofe  Magi- 
ftrates wou'd  wafte  the  Time  that  fhou'd  be  em- 
ployed in  repflling  tiie  Enemy,  I  think  my  felf 
obliged  to  Chew  you  the  Artifice  that  lies  hid  be- 

'  neath 
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neath  this  falle  Reafoning.  To  convince  you  of 
it,  do  but  call  to  mind  the  Meiifures  which  the 
Republic  took  about  ten  Yeafs  iince,  agamft  the 
fame  Enemies,  in  the  Conrulate  of  C  Nautius 
and  L.  Minutius. 

'  You  know,  that  while  Nautius  was  on  one 
fide  fighting  againll  the  Sabines^  Minutius^  his 
Colleague,  fuffered  himfclf  to  be  ihut  up  by  the 
Mqui^  in  the  narrow  Paflages  of  fomc  Moun- 
tains. There  was  a  Necellity  to  raifc  a  new 
Army  to  relieve  him  5  the  Tribunes  as  ufual 
oppofed  raifing  any  Troops,  unlefs  the  Senate 
wou'd  admit  the  Law  concerning  the  Partition 
of  the  Lands.  In  this  Extremity,  as  neither 
Party  wou'd  abate  any  thing  of  its  Pretcnfions, 
Recourfe  was  had  to  a  Dictator,  whofc  Autho- 
rity was  llipenor  both  to  the  Senate  and  the 
Tribunes  of  the  People.  L.  ^mtius  was  cho- 
fen  J  he  was  fent  for  out  of  the  Country  j  he  re- 
turned to  Rome;  he  raifed  a  new  Army,  and  in 
a  Fortnight's  time  brought  off"  that  of  Minuti- 
us,  and  triumph'd  over  the  Enemy.  What  hin- 
ders now  but  that  we  fhou'd  follow  fo  wife  and 
fo  recent  an  Example?  Let  us  chufe  ^n Inter-rex, 
as  we  fliou'd  do  if  the  two  Confuls  were  dead : 
Let  him  name  a  Dictator  j  you  will  then  have 
a  lawful  Magiftrate  ;  all  this  may  be  done  in 
lefs  than  a  Day.  He  will  raife  Troops  by  the 
Supreme  Power  belonging  to  his  Dignity  j  we 
fhall  march  againfl  our  Enemies  out  of  hand  > 
and  at  our  Return  from  the  Campaign,  that 
Magiftrate,  whofe  Power  cannot  laft  more  than 
Iix  Months,  will  by  his  Abdication  give  us  time 
to  proceed  at  leifurc,  and  according  to  the  ufual 
Forms  upon  the  Ele6lion  of  Confuls.  If  on  the 
contrary  you  intrulf  the  Command  of  your  Ar- 
mies to  the  Decemvirs ,  do  you  imagine  thofe 
ambitious  Men  who  have  ufurped  a  Tyrannical 
Power,  and  in  fpite  of  all  our  Laws  refufe  fo 
I  '  obfti- 
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'  obftin;irely  to  deliver  up  the  Fafccs,  will  caCiW 
'  be  brought  to  l:iy  down  their  Arms  ?  Believe 
'  rather  they  will  turn  rhcm  againft  yourfelves, 
'  and  make  ufe  of  them  to  perpetuate  their  Ty- 
'  ranny.  I  demand  thcrcfor(=,  in  the  extreme 
'  Danger  which  the  Public  Liberty  is  now  in, 
'  that  the  Proponil  I  make  to  name  a  Didator 
'  be- examined,  and  the  Opinions  and  Votes  of 
'  the  Senate  gathered  whether  it  fliall  be  done  or 
'  no. 

Such  of  the  Senators  as  abhorred  or  feared  the 
Power  of  the  Decemvirs,  declared  themfelves  of 
this  Opinion.  But  the  Favourers  of  the  Decem- 
i-irs  cried  our,  that  the  Command  of  the  Armies 
had  already  been  affigned  to  the  Dece}nvirs  by 
Plurality  of  Voices  3  that  it  was  an  Affiir  decided, 
and  that  f^alerius's  Oppofltion  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  only  as  one  Voice  the  lefs  in  favour  of  the 
Decemvirs,  yippius  in  confirmation  of  this  Argu- 
ment added,  that  the  Aflcmbly  was  called  only  to 
give  order  about  the  War,  which  xht  ALqui  and 
Sahines  made  upon  the  Republic.  That  C.  Clau- 
dius, Cornelius  and  Valerius  had  propofed  different 
Opinions  J  but  that  o'i  Cornelius  having  prevailed 
with  the  Majority,  he  ordered  the  Secretary  to 
draw  up  the  Senatusconfuhum  out  of  hand,  com- 
mitting to  the  Decemvirs  the  Care  of  this  War, 
and  the  Command  of  the  Armies.  Then  turning 
to  Valerius,  he  told  him  with  a  contemptuous 
Smile,  that  if  ever  he  attained  to  the  Confuldiip, 
he  might  then  have  an  Affair  alreadv  decided  xcv'i- 
fed  over  again.  The  Decemvirs  arofe  after  havinp- 
figned  the  Sc'tiatusconfultuin,  and  went  out  of  the 
Senate,  followed  by  their  Adherents,  who  con- 
gratulated them  upon  the  Advantage  they  had  juil 
gained  over  the  oppodtc  Party. 

The  Command  of  the  Armies  now  allotted  them  Tfannyof 
confirmed  their  Authority,  and  made  it  yet  xnoixtt^^^^ecem- 
formidabie.     They  employed  it  to  revenge  them-'''''^* 
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felvcs  oF  their  private  Enemies,  and  they  reckon- 
ed as  fuch  all  thofe  that  did  not  fubmit  to  be  their 
Slaves.  Every  body  in  fecret  bewailed  the  Lofs 
of  Liberty.  L.  Valerius  and  M.  Horatim^  who 
woLi'd  be  wanting  neither  to  the  Republic  nor 
themfelvcs,  gathered  together  in  their  Hoiifes  a 
great  number  of  their  Friends  and  Clients  to  fe- 
CL.re  them  againfl:  the  Violence  of  the  Decemvirs \ 
and  they  rievei'  appeared  in  the  City  without  a 
powerful  Attendance  fcrong  enough  to  repel  the 
Infult  they  had  reafon  to  exped'.  The  Common- 
wealth was  fplit  into  two  Parties  j  of  one  fide  was 
a  noble  'Zeal  for  Liberty,  and  an  inviolable  Adhe- 
rence to  the  Laws  j  ot  the  other  was  an  immode- 
rate Third  of  Dominion,  fupported  by  the  Magi- 
ilracy  and  the  Appearances  of  a  legal  Authority. 
The  Animofity  which  raged  in  thefe  two  Parties 
gave  Caufe  to  dread  a,  Civil  War.  C.  Claudius^ 
LJncle  to  the  Decemvir  Jppius  Claudius^  for  fear 
of  being  engaged  in  it,  left  Rome,  as  he  had  de- 
clared in  full  Senate  he  wou'd  do,  and  retired  to 
Reglllus  his  old  Ccuntry.  Other  Senators  and  the 
Principal  Citizens  o{ Rome,  who  could  not  endure 
the  Tyranny  of  the  Decemvirs,  and  yet  found 
themfeh  es  unable  to  deflroy  it,  fought  an  Jfylum 
in  the  Country  or  among  the  neighbouring  Na- 
tions. Jipfius  enraged  at  this  Retirement,  which 
was  {q>  flagrant  a  Proof  of  the  Averfion  which  was 
borne  to  his  Government,  placed  Guards  at  the 
City  Gaicj-  :  But  finding  this  Precaution  only  in- 
creafed  the  Number  of  the  Malccntents,  he  re- 
moved that  Guard  j  and  to  be  revenged  of  th'ofe 
that  witlidrew,  he  confifcated  the  Effc6ls  they 
had  in  Rome;  with  which  he  paid  and  rewarded 
his  R\?ffians. 

A  ConduvSi:  fo  violent  opened  the  Eyes  of  the 
People,  as  well  as  of  the  Senate.  Both  faw  with 
Indignation,  that  inftead  of  wife  Legidators,  they 
liad  eftabliHi'd  no  better  than  fo '  many  Tyrants. 

The 
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The  People,  jealous  of  and  averfe  to  the  Senate's 
Authority,  had  at  iiriV  with  picafure  beheld  aiiling 
upon  the  Ruins  of  the  ConllilHiip  a  new  Pow- 
er, which  allowed  the  Senators  no  Share  in  the 
Government.  The  Senate  on  their  Parts  did  noc 
oppo(e  the  Eilablilliment  of  a  Tribunal  which  de- 
livered them  from  the  leditious  Harangues  of  the 
Tribunes  of  the  People  :  And  thus  both  the  Or- 
ders of  the  Commonwealth  had  mutually  facrinced 
their  particular  Magiftratcs  to  each  other.  The 
Decemvirs^  in  whofe  Hands  their  Authority  was 
depofited,  took  x^dvantage  of  this  Folly  :  Their 
Aim  was  to  pefpetuarc  themfclves  in  the  Govern- 
ment. And  having  now  got  the  Command  of  the 
Armies,  they  dcfpifed  Malecpnteiits  whom  thev  no 
longer  feared.  The  People,  dcllitute  of  their  Tri- 
bunes, were  forced  to  lift  themfelves.  The  Le-^ 
gions  were  foon  compleated  :  They  were  divided  Tar  of 
into  three  Bodies.  ^Fdhius  Vibuhnus  marched  Rome 
againft  the  Sabines  at  the  Head  of  one  Army,  and  3°4- 
^.  PetiUus  and  M.'  Rabukms  were  appointed  for 
his  Colleague  and  his  Council.  M.  Cornelius  was 
named  General  of  the  Troops  that  were  to  be  fenE 
again!!:  the  JEqui^  and  with  him  went  L.Minucius^ 
M.  Sergms^  2".  Antomm^  and  C.  DuslUiis^  all  Dc' 
cemvirs.  Appiiis  their  Head  Ihid  at  Rome  with 
Opp'ms ^  and  kept  with  him  a  Body  of  Troops 
which  he  placed  as  a  Garifon  in  the  Capitol,  10 
maintain  his  Authority  againft  the  Enemy  ac 
Home,  who  was  much  more  formidable  than  that 
Abroad.  Thus  mere  private  Men  under  the 
Title  of  J)ecsmvirs  got  Poireffion  of  the  whole 
Strength  of  the  State,  which  under  their  Do- 
minion retained  nothing  but  the  bare  Nam.e  of  a 
Commonwealth. 

The  People  who  compofed  the  Legions,  xh'Sii  The  Ar- 
is  to  fl^y,   the  Centurions  and  the  Soldiers,   ty.-x^- "1!"  "f  ^}'^ 
perated  at  the  Lofs  of  their  Liberty,  wou'd  "^"^^^  /eflaud,^ 
Conquer,  for  fear  of  increaHng  the  Power  of  the 
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Decemvirs  by  getting  them  Vi61;ory.  The  two 
Armies  were  defeated  ahnoll  without  Fighting. 
They  were  not  fo  properly  Battels  as  concerted 
Flights.  The  Army  that  was  appointed  againft 
the  Mqiii  loft  their  Arms  and  Baggage  j  that 
which  was  to  fight  the  Sabines  abandoned  their 
Camp,  and  made  a  hafty  Retreat  to  the  Territory 
of  Rome.  The  Soldiers  difperfed  different  ways, 
and  never  rallied  till  they  were  out  of  fight  of  the 
Enemy;  and  the  News  of  thefe  Defeats  was  re- 
ceived at  Rome  with  the  fame  Joy  that  wou'd  at 
another  time  have  been  fhewn  for  a  compleat  Vi- 
ctory. 

It  was  openly  faid  in  the  City,  that  'twas  no 
wonder  the  Armies  of  the  Republic  had  ill  Suc- 
cefs  under  Leaders  that  had  ufurped  the  Com- 
mand. Some  called  forConfuls;  others  propofed 
to  chufe  a  Di6lator  as  in  a  public  Calamity,  and 
the  People  languifhed  for  the  Relloration  of  their 
Tribunes. 
Hiftory  of  Siccius  Dentatus^  the  renowned  Plebeian^  that 
Siccius  had  been  in  an  hundred  and  twenty  Engagements, 
filled  the  Ears  of  the  Multitude  with  nothing 
but  the  Faults  which  he  affirmed  the  Decemvirs 
had  committed  in  the  Management  of  this  War. 
His  Opinion,  and  his  Conrcmpt  of  thofe  Gene- 
rals, fpread  over  both  the  Armies.  Scarce  wou'd 
the  Soldiers  fo  much  as  give  heed  to  their  Orders. 
Some  demanded  Provifions,  others  Arms  ;  and  a 
general  Difcontent  feemed  to  foreihew  an  ap- 
proaching Revolt. 

Appius,  who  took  care  to  provide  againft  all 
Events,  fends  Recruits  and  Provitions  to  his  Col- 
leagues. He  exhorts  them  to  keep  the  Soldiers 
in  awe  by  the  Terror  of  Puniflimcnt ;  but  that  if 
they  thought  thofe  Methods  dangerous  in  the  pre- 
fent  Conjuncture,  they  wou'd  not  want  Oppor- 
tunities in  that  Campaign  to  deftroy  the  molt  mu- 
tinous by  private  means.     He  himfelf  fet  them  an 
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Example :  Skeins  was  odious  to  him  upon  account 
of  the  Freedom  oF  his  Talk,  and  the  Power  he 
had  gained  over  the  Minds  of  the  People  j  he  re- 
folved  to  rid  himfeif  of  him.  To  draw  him  out  of 
Rome^  he  confulted  him  upon  the  Operations  of 
the  Campaign.  He  difcourfed  with  him  feveral 
times ;  and  after  having  beftow'd  great  Praifes  up- 
on the  Advice  he  receiv'd  from  him,  he  engaged 
him,  tho'  a  Veteran^  to  go  to  the  Army  that  was 
lighting  with  the i'iz^//7(?j,  pretending  that  helhou'd 
affill  the  General  with  his  Counfels.  And  the 
fooner  to  induce  him  to  make  the  Campaign,  he 
invefted  him  v/ith  the  Title  of  Envoy  or  Legate: 
a  Fun6tion  which  among  the  Romam^  according  D.H.l.n. 
to  Dionyfais  Halicarnaffeus^  was  facred  and  inviola- 
ble, and  which  included  the  Sanclity  of  the  Priell- 
hood,  together  with  the  Authority  of  a  General 
Officer,  and  Power  of  the  chief  Magi  Urates. 

SicciHSy  free  from  Diflrulf,  and  with  the  Since- 
rity of  a  brave  Soldier,  gladly  embraces  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  ferving  his  Country.  He  repairs  to  the 
Camp  with  all  I'pecd.  The  DccenrcirSj  infcructed 
by  A  p  PI  us,  receive  him  with  outward  Marks 
of  Joy,  and  treat  him  Vvnth  Diftinftion.  Nothing 
is  undertaken  without  his  Advice  j  but  this  fcem- 
ing  Deference  only  conceal'd  a  private  Defign  of 
making  away  with  him.  An  Occafion  foon  of- 
fered. SicchiS^  with  his  accuil:omed  Freedom,  ha- 
ving plainly  told  the  Decemvirs^  he  did  not  think  W-  ibid. 
they  were  Encamped  fo  advantageoufly  as  they 
mi^ht  be,  they  commiffioned  him  to  mark  out  a 
new  Camp  as  he  thought  proper,  and  gave  him  a 
Guard  to  go  and  view  the  Situation  of  the  Coun- 
try. But  this  Guard  coniifted  onlv  of  the  De- 
cem'virs  Ruffians,  who  had  fecret  Orders  to  dif- 
patch  him.  Sics-iiis  having  led  them  into  the  nar- 
row PalTages  of  fome  Mountains,  they  took  that 
Opportunity  to  fall  unon  him.  Sicdus  no  fooner 
perceiv'd  their  bafe  Dcfign,  but  fetting  his  Back 
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againfl;  a  Rock,   that  he  might  not  be  attacked 
behind,   he  received  them  with  a  Courage    that 
Itruck  a  Terror  into  the  boldeft  of  them.     ThaC 
generous  Roman^   calling  up  all   his   ancient  Va- 
lour, flew  fevenil  of  them,  and  wounded  others: 
Not  one  of  them  now  durft. venture  near  him  : 
They  flood  at  a  diftance  and  flung  their  Darts  at 
him.     But  as  even  this   wou'd   not   eff^eft   their 
Purpofe,  the  Villains  climb'd  up  to  the  Top  of 
SIccius      the  Rock,  and  thence  knocked  him  on  the  Head 
?/yv^^"^  with  Stones.     And  thus  this  brave  Soldier,   that 
had  return'd  vi61:orious  from  fo  many  Battels,   at 
laft  fell  unhappily  by  the  Hands  of  Traytors  hired 
Liv.  1.  3.   by  the  Decemvirs.     They  then  went  back  to  the 
^■44-        Camp,  and  gave  out  that  they  fell  into  an  Am- 
bufh,   in  which  they  had  loft  their  Captain  and 
part  of  their  Comrades.     At  firft  they  were  be- 
liev'd ;  but  a  Band  of  Soldiers,  that  looked  upon 
Siccius  as  their  Father,  going  of  their  ov/n  accord 
to  fetch  his  Corpfe,  in  order  to  pay  their  lait  Du- 
ties to  it ,   perceived  that   the  flain  were  all  R-O- 
mans  5    that  they  were  all  fallen  with  their  Faces 
towards  him  j  that  they  were  ftripp'd  neither  of 
their  Arms  nor  Cloathsj   and  befides,  that  there 
was  not  one  Man  of  the  Enemy  among  them,  or 
the  leaft  Footfteps  to  be  difcovered  of  their  Re- 
treat.    All    thefe   Circumftanccs    laid    together, 
made  them  fufpe6l  that  Siccius  had  been  murder- 
ed by  his  Guard.     This  Sufpicion  ran  all   thro* 
the  Camp,  and  raifed  loud  Complaints  and  a  ge- 
neral Diicontent.     The  whole  Army  demanded, 
with  the  greateft  Fury,  that  the  Aflaflins  fliou'd 
be  brought  to  Juftice.     But  the  Decemvirs  help- 
ed them  to  make  their  Efcape  j  and  to  ftifle  all 
Thoughts   that   they  themfelves   cou'd  have  any 
hand  in  fo  horrid  an  A(5lion,  tlrey  gave  Siccius  a 
military  Funeral,   no  lefs  honourable   than  if  he 
had  commanded  the  Army  in  chief.     Thefe  Ho- 
nours fo  extraordinary  for  a  Plebeian^  whom  eve- 
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ry  Body  knew  they  hated,   fully  convinced   the 
Soldiers  that   Skcius  was  not  murdered   without 
their  Knowledge.     The  Difcontent  of  this  Army  The  Jrmy 
quickly  fprcad  to  the  other  Camp,   and  even  to  difcoutent^ 
Rome.     The  Citizens  and  the  Soldiers,  the  Senate  ^^' 
and  the  People,  publickly  cried  cut  againfl  fo  in- 
famous a  Deed.     All  were  ready  to  fhake  off  the 
Yoke  of  fo  bloody  a  Rule,  when  Appius  by  a  new 
attempt.   Hill  more  odious  and  tyrannical,  filled 
up  the  mcafure  of  his  Tyrannies,   and  of  the  A- 
verfion  which  all  the  Orders  of  the  State  had  for 
him. 

We  have  already  faid,  that  by  Agreement  with 
his  Colleagues  he  ilaid  at  Rome  at  the  Head  of  a 
Body  of  Troops  to  keep  the  Inhabitants  in  Obe- 
dience to  the  Decemviraic.  That  Decemvir^  who 
had  brought  into  his  own  fingle  Perfon  the  Au- 
thority of  all  the  Magiftrates,  uled  to  adminirter 
Juftice  in  the  Forum.  As  he  was  one  Day  in  his  'J'he  Story 
Tribunal,  he  faw  pafling  by  a  young  Woman  of  ^/^^''S^' 
uncommon  Beauty,  of  about  fifteen  Years  of 
Age,  going  with  herNurfe  to  the  public  Schools: 
Her  Charms,  and  the  blooming  Graces  of  Youth, 
immediately  drew  his  Attention.  He  cou'd  not 
help  beholding  her  with  a  fecret  Pleafure:  His 
Curiofity  increafed  the  next  Day  j  he  thought  her 
more  lovely  than  before.  And  as  the  young  Crea- 
tnre  went  every  Day  thro'  the  Forum,  he  by  de- 
grees conceived  a  violent  Palfion  for  her,  which, 
in  the  end  proved  equally  fatal  to  himfelf  and  her 
too.  He  had  taken  care,  the  very  firft  Day  he 
faw  her,  to  enquire  out  her  Name  and  Family. 
He  was  informed  that  fne  was  by  Birth  a  Plebeian  ; 
that  her  Name  was  Virginia  •,  that  ihe  had  lofl 
her  Mother,  who  was  called  Numitoria  j  that  her 
Father  Virginms  then  ferved  as  Centurion  in  the 
Army  of  F.  VihuUnus  the  Decemvir,  and  that 
Firgimus  had  promifed  his  Daughter  to  IciUm  who 
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had  been  Tribune  of  rhe  People,  and  who  was  to 
marry  her  at  the  end  of  the  Campaign. 

This  Accounr,  fo  perplexing  for  Appius'sLovc, 
ciily  ferved  to  increafe  it.  He  wou'd  readily  have 
married  Virginia  himfelf  5  but  befides  that  he  had 
a  Wife  already,  he  had  not  forgot  that  the  laft 
Taws  of  the  twelve  lables,  of  which  he  was  the 
chief  Framer,  prohibited  all  Alliances  between 
Patricians  and  Plebeians  •,  and  he  had  no  room  to 
hope  for  the  Accompliiliment  of  his  guilty  Willies, 
but  by  the  fcandalous  means  of  debauching  the 
young  Lady. 

The  Innocence  and  Modefly  of  Virginia  hin- 
dered him  from  opening  his  diHionefl;  Purpofe  di- 
re6i:ly  to  her  felf.  He  thought  it  more  proper  to 
be2;in  the  Work  by  means  of  one  of  thofe  Women 
of  Intrigue,  who  make  a  private  Market  of  the 
D.H.l.ii.  B'"aury  and  Charms  of  Youth.  He  loaded  her 
p.  710.  with  Favours,  and  after  having  let  her  into  his 
Livyl.3.  Dtiires,  he  ordered  her  not  to  name  him,  and  to 
^'  ^^'  fpeak  of  him  no  otherwife  than  as  a  Man  of  one 
of  the  bell  Families  in  the  City,  and  that  had  an 
abfolute  Authority  in  the  Commonwealth.  This 
Woman,  by  his  Directions,  applied  her  felf  to 
Virginia's  Nurfe.  She  made  an  Acquaintance 
with  her,  tried  to  infinuaie  her  felf  into  her  Con- 
fidence, and  after  great  Preparations  back'd  with 
noble  Prefents,  and  Promifes  yet  more  glorious, 
the  wicked  Wretch  difcovered  to  her  the  Sub)e6t 
of  her  En  and.  But  the  Nurfe,  equally  prudent 
and  faithful,  rejeCled  with  Horror  both  her  Gifts 
and  her  Propofals.  Appius  Icarn'd  with  Grief  that 
if  was  equally  impoilible  cither  to  deceive  or  cor- 
rupt her.  That  Magiftrate,  furious  and  obflinate 
in  his  Pafllons,  was  however  not  difl'ieurtened  : 
He  hsd  recourfe  to  another  Artifice,  and  laid  a 
moft  deteilable  Scheme,  v.hich,  if  it  lucceeded, 
wou'd  put  Virginia  wholly  in  his  Power. 

He 
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He  intriilled  the  chief  part  to  a  Clieni;  of  his 
named   M.  Claudius,  a   Man   without  Shame  or ' 
Fear,  and  one  of  thofe  that  introduce  themfclves 
to  the  Ear  of  the  Great,  only  by  a  bale  Complai- 
fance  for  their  Pleafiires.      This  Minilter  of  the 
Decem-vi'/s   Paffion,    entered   the   pubHc    School 
where  Virginia  was,  took  her  by  the  Hand,  and 
v/as  dragging  her  by  Force  to  his  ownHoufe,  pre- 
tending llie  was  the  Daughter  of  one  of  his  Slaves; 
and  it  was  the  Cuftom  that,  the  Children  of  Slaves 
were  Slaves  themfelves   to   the  Mailers   of  then* 
Father   and    Mother.     The   young    Lady,   over- 
whelm.ed  with   Confufion,   defended  herfelf  only 
by  her  Tears  j  but  the  People  moved  at  the  Cries 
ofhef  Nurfe,  ran  to  her  Affiilance,  and  hindered 
Claudius  from  carrying  her  away.     The  impudent 
Villian  immediately  implored  the  Aliiltance  of  the 
Laws;  he  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  ufe  any  Vio- 
lence; but  that  he  thought  a  Mailer  might  feize 
his   Slave    where-ever   he  found    her,   and  called 
thofe  v/ho  oppofed  the  Juftice  of  his  Pretenfions 
to  appear  with  him  immediately  before  the  De- 
cemvir; and  with  this  he  led  the  young  Virginia 
to  his  Tribunal.      All   the   People   foUow'd  her, 
fome  out  of  Curiolity  to  fee  the  IfPue  of  fo  llrange 
a  Bufinefs,  and  others  out  of  Affc6lion  to  Icilius, 
who  during  his  Tribunate  had  made  himfelf  very 
acceptable  to  the  Multitude.     Numitorius^  Virgi- 
nia's Uncle,   having  notice  of  what  was  doing, 
prcfently  halted  to  her  AfTillance,   together  with 
him  to  whom  Ihe  was  bethrothed.     Claudius  liid 
open  his  Claim  before  a  Judge  that  was  himfelf 
the  Author  of  the  Villany.     He  fiid,  the  Girl  was 
born  in  his  Houfe;  that  iTie  was  privately  (tolen 
away  by  a  Slave  that  was  her  Mother,  and  who 
to  conceal  her  Thcfr,  had  pretended  to  be  deliver- 
ed of  a  dead  Child:    But  that  it  had  fince  been 
difcovered  that  {he  had  fold  this  Girl  to  Virgintus's 
Wife  who  was  barren,  and  who  being  uneafy  ac 
Y  -  having 
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having  no  Child,  had  made  her  pafs  for  her  Daugh- 
ter: That  ht  was  ready  to  produce  undeniable  j 
Teilimonies  of  what  he  advanced ;  but  that  in 
the  mean  while,  till  the  Conteil  was  decided,  it 
was  but  juft  that  a  Slave  {hou'd  go  with  her  iVIa- 
ller,  and  that  he  wou'd  give  good  Security  for 
her  appearance  again,  if  Firginius^  at  his  Return, 
Hill  pretended  to  be  her  real  Father. 

Nu?nitoriHS'^xt{tnt\y{-iL\v  that  there  was  fome  bo- 
dy much  more  powerful  at  the  bottom  of  this  Con- 
trivance; but  heprudently  concealed  his  Sulpicions, 
and  rcprefented  to  the  Decemvir  with  a  great  deal 
of  Calmnefs,  that  his  Ncice's  Father  was  abfenc 
in  the  Service  of  his  Country  i  that  it  was  very 
unjuft  to  difputc  a  Citizen's  Right   to   his  very 
Children,   when  he  was  not  prefent  to  afiert  it> 
that  he  asked  a  Refpite  but  of  two  Days  to  fetch 
him  from  the  Army  •,  that  till  his  Return  he  wou'd 
keep  Virginia  in  his  own  Houfe.    That  this  care 
belong'd   to   him   as  being   her  Uncle  5   that  he 
wou'd  give  any  Security  whatfoever   for  produ- 
cing her    again}   but  that   it  was  not  reafonable 
to  truit  the  Daughter  of  Firginius  in  the  Houfe 
of  fuch   a  one  as  Claudius^   where   her   Honour 
wou'd  be  more  in  Danger  even  than  her  Liber- 
ty.    He  added,  that  what  he  demanded  was  con- 
formable to  the  Laws,  which  ordained,  that  in  a 
Law-fuit,  before  a  definitive  Sentence,  the  Plain- 
tiff fhou'd  not  difturb  the  Defendant  in  his  Pof- 
feffion. 

The  whole  Aflembly  approved  the  Juflice  of 
this  Requeft.  Appius  having  caufed  Silence  to  be 
proclaimed,  and  affe6ling  the  Equity  and  Impar- 
tiality of  a  juft  Judge,  declared  that  he  {hou'd  al- 
ways be  the  Proteftor  of  fo  reafonable  a  Law,' 
and  which  he  him.ielf  had  inferted  in  the  twelve 
Tables.  But  that  in  the  prefent  Difputc,  there 
were  fome  particular  Circumftances  which  altered 
the  Cafe  J  that  none  but  the  Father  cou'd  claim 

Poflcflion 
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Pofrdfion  of  her  he  pretended  to  be  his  Daughter, 
and  that  if  he  were  prefent  he  wou'd  allow  him 
the  provifional  keeping  of  her  5  but  that  a  Bro- 
ther-in-law had  not  the  fiime  Privilege  in  his  Ab- 
fence.  That  he  was  indeed  willing  to  granc 
■  whatever  time  was  neceflary  to  fend  for  Virgmhis 
from  the  Army,  in  order  to  know  his  Intentions, 
but  that  Delay  fhou'd  not  be  in  prejudice  of  a  Ma- 
iler that  laid  claim  to  his  Slave  j  and  that  therefore 
he  decreed  that  Claudius  fhou'd  take  Virginia  to 
his  Houfc,  giving  good  Security  to  produce  her 
again  at  the  return  of  him  who  was  called  her  Fa- 
ther. 

The  whole  Aflembly  exclaimed  againft  the  In- 
juftice  of  this  Decree:  Nothing  was  to  be  heard 
but  Murmurs  and  Complaints.  The  Women  ef- 
pecially,  with  Tears  in  their  Eyes,  gathered  round 
Virginia,  and  placed  her  in  the  midft  of  them,  as 
if  they  meant  to  defend  her.  But  Claudius^  with- 
out any  regard  to  their  Shrieks  or  Intreaties,  went 
to  force  her  away;  when  Icillus^  to  whom  flie 
was  promifed,  came  into  the  Forum  with  Rage 
and  Fury  in  his  Eyes.  Appius,  who  was  fearful, 
of  his  Credit  with  the  People,  ordered  a  Liclor 
to  bid  him  withdraw,  and  to  tell  him  that  the  zAf- 
fair  was  already  judged.  But  Icillus^  whofe  Paf- 
iion  made  him  reg.irdlefs  of  Danger,  being  in- 
formed of  Appius's  bafe  Defigns,  and  looking  up- 
on him  as  a  hated  Rival:  '  Thou  fhalt  tear  my  icillusV 
'  Life  from  mc,  cried  he  to  him,  before  thou  Speech 
'  fhalt  enjoy  rhe  Fruit  of  thy  vile  Artifices  and  ^^^"!-l^ 
'  infupportable  Tyranny.  Is  it  not  enough  that  ^^^"^' 
'  thou  hail  deprived  us  of  the  two  flrongeft  Bul- 
'  warks  of  our  Liberty,  the -Proteftion  of  our 
'  Tribunes,  and  our  Right  of  Appeal  to  the  AlTem- 
'  bly  of  the  People?  Cannot  the  Honour  of  the 
'  Roman  Maid^  be  fue  fom  thee?  Thou  canft 
'  not  be  to  learn  that  ViPvGinia  is  betrothed  to  me. 
'  I  cxpe6l  to  marry  a  Virgin  and  one  Free-born  j 
.  Y  3  M  will 
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■'  J  will  receive  her  from  no  Man's  Hands  but  her 
'  Farher's.  FFin  his  Abience  any  Attempt  is  made 
'  to  do  her  Violence,  I  will  implore  the  Aid  of 
'  the  Roman  People  for  my  X^'irej  Firglnius  will 
'  demand  rhe  Affiflance  of  all  his  Fellow-Soldiers, 
^  for  his  Daughter  ;  and  both  Gods  and  Men  will 
'  be  of  our  fide.  But  tho'  I  had  not  a  Man  to 
'  affiil  me,  Julfice  and  virtuous  Love  will  give  me 
'  fufficient  Flower  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  thy 
'  uniuft  Sentence. 

T  he  People,  equally  moved  with  his  Misfor- 
tune and  his  Courage,  drive  back  Claudius^  who 
takes  Refuge  at  Appius'sFccc.  The  Affcmbly  was 
full  of  Diforder  and  Confufion.  The  Tumult 
increafed  by  the  Arrival  of  thofe  that  flocked  to 
the  Forum  from  all  Farts  of  the  City.  The  Decem- 
vir fc-aring  an  open  Revolt,  thought  fit  to  fafpend 
the  Execution  of  his  Decree;  and  having  caufed  Si- 
lence to  be  made:  '  It  is  well  known,  laid  he,  Ici- 
'  Uus  only  wants  an  Opportunity  of  reftoring  the 
'  Tribunefhip  by  means  of  a  Sedition.  But  that  he 
'  may  have  no  Pretence  of  Complaint,  I  am  willing 
'  to  wait  ioxVirginiiis's  return  till  to-morrow.  Lee 
'  his  Friends  take  care  to  give  him  notice.  It  is  not 
'  above  fourHoursJourney  from  hence  to  the  Camp. 
*  I  will  pre'ail  upon  Claudius  to  yield  up  fomewhac 
'  of  his  Right  for  the  fake  of  the  pu'^lic  Peace  an4^ 
'  Tranquility,  and  to  let  the  Girl  remain  at  liberty 
'  till  the  return  of  the  Man  flie  iiriagiacs  to  be  het 
'  Father. 

Ckmdius^  feigning  to  admit,  tho'  unwillingly^ 
of  this  Delay,  requefted  at  leaft:  that  Icilius  might 
give SecL"'iry  for  producing  Virginia  on  the  mor-^ 
rov/.  The  People  all  round  immediately  held-up 
their  Hands,  and  every  Man  offered  engerly  to  be 
his  Security.  Jcilius  touched  with  the  Affeclion  of' 
his  Fellow-cirizcns,  after  having  icturned  them 
Thanks;  'We  will  make  ufe  of  your  Aflidancei 
'  tc- morrow 5   f^iid  he  to  them,   \i  Claudius  does 

*  not 
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'  not  defiil  from  his  unjuft  Prctcnfions.  But  for 
'  To-day,  I  hope  they  will  be  iatisficd  with  my 
'  Security  and  that  of  all  Vir&ikia's  Relations. 

Appius,  tho'  quire  blinded  by  his  Faffion,  durfl: 
not  refufe  fuch  Security  :  But  dreading  Firginius's 
Return,  he  privately  difpatched  a  Mefl'enger  to  his 
Colleagues  who  commanded  the  Army,  begging 
them  to  arrefl  Virgmius  upon  fome  Pretence  or 
other  }  or  at  leail  not  to  give  him  leave  in  any 
wife  to  return  to  Rome.  He  thought  that  he  not 
appearing  at  the  time  appointed,  he  might  then 
with  a  good  Colour  deliver  up  his  Daughter  into 
Claud'ms\  Hands:  But  his  Courier  came  to  the 
Camp  too  late.  Numitorius\  Son,  and  a  Brother 
of  Icilius  had  been  beforehand  with  him,  and 
had  already  given  Virginius  an  Account  of  his 
Daughter's  Danger 5  -ix^di  i\x^x.  Roman^  finding  her 
Prelervarion  depended  upon  his  Return  to  Rome^ 
had  obtained  Leave  and  was  departed  before  the 
Arrival  of  Appius's  Meflenger,  The  Decemvirs 
had  no  fooner  received  his  Letter,  but  they  dif- 
patch'd  fome  Horfemen  after  him  to  flop  him. 
Appius  had  placed  fome  too  with  the  fame  De- 
fign  in  the  Road  that  led  from  the  City  to  the 
Camp  :  But  all  thefe  Precautions  were  inefFe6luaL 
Virgi'diis^  who  forefaw  them,  went  out  of  the 
common  way,  and  came  into  Rome  at  a  Gate  di- 
redly  contrary  to  that  which  went  to  the  Roman 
Army. 

He  appeared  next  Day  in  the  Forum  pierced  to 
the  Heart  with  Grief,  and  leading  in  his  Hand  his 
Daughter  all  drowned  in  Tears.  She  was  accom- 
panied by  her  Kinfwomen,  who  asked  the  People 
in  the  moft  melting  Terms,  whether  it  was  fit  that 
while  fo  good  a  Citizen  ventured  his  Life  for  the 
Defence  of  his  Gquntry,  his  Children  fhouM  be 
expofed  to  more  barbarous  Infults  than  if  the 
City  were  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy, 
Virgmius  ufcd  almoil  the  fame  Expreflions  to  all 

Y  4  he 
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lie  met,  and  conjured  them  to  take  his  Daughter 
into  their  Prote6lion.  Icilius^  quite  furious  with 
Love  and  Refentment,  inveighed  loudly  againil 
Appius's  Lull,  But  the  Tears  of  Virginia^  her 
Youth,  her  Innocence,  her  Beauty  moved  th6 
Multitude  more  than  all  the  Complaints  and  In- 
treaties  of  her  P'amily. 

Appius  heard  not  without  extream  Surprife  that 
Virgmhis  was  in  the  Forum^  with  his  Friends  and 
his  whole  Family.    His  Return  broke  all  his  Mea- 
furesj  and  he  feared  with  the  Aid  of  the  People 
he   wou'd  forcibly  oppofe  the  Execution  of  the 
Decree  he  had  refolved  upon.     To  fecure  himfelf 
D.H.l.ii.  againfl  all  Relitlance,  he  ordered  down  from  the    . 
Capitol  the  Troops  that  were  lodged  there  under 
his  Command,  and  they  took   pofTeffion  of  the 
Forum.     He   then  repaired   thither  himfelf,   and 
having  feated  himfelf  in  his  Tribunal   with  that 
Emotion  which  his  Impatience  to  compleat  his 
Crime  railed  in  him,   he  faid  he  w^s  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  Methods  Idlius  had  ulcd  to  in- 
flame the  People  5  but  that  he  wou'd  have  them 
know  he  wanted  neither  Power  nor  Refolution 
to  chaftife  thofe  that  fliou'd  dare  to  difturb  the 
Public   Peace  :    And   thereupon   he  commanded 
Claudius  to  open  his  Demand,  and  proceed  in  his 
Albion.     Claudius  then  fiid,  that  no  Body  was  to 
learn  that  the  Children  of  Slaves  belong'd  to  their 
Mailers ;  that  as  fuch  he  challenged /^/r^rni^.    He 
at  the  fame  time  produced   the  Slave   whom  he 
had  fuborned,  and  who,  out  of  fear  of  her  Ma- 
iler, declared  that  Hie  had  fold  Virginia  to  Fir- 
ginius''s  Wife.      Claudius  added,   that  he  did  not 
want  for  other  Witnefles  if  there  were  Occafion, 
and  that  he  had  Hopes  from  the Decemvir^s  Juftice,, 
that  he  wou'd  not  faffcr  himfelf  to  be  moved  by 
the  Clamours  and  Threats  of  Icilius's  Adherents, 
nor  to  be  worked  upon  by  the  Tears  of  a  voung 
Creature,  whofe  Fate  he  muft  own  deferved  Com- 

paffionj 
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paflionj  but  who  being  born  in  Servitude,  ought 
to  return  to  it,  tho'  flie  had  been  educated  like  a 
free  Perfon. 

The  Friends  and  Relations  of  Firginius^  to  de- 
ftroy  thefe  Impoftures,  reprefented,  that  his  Wife 
had  had  feveral  Children,  and  that  if  upon  her 
lofing  them  ihe  had  been  minded  to  introduce  a 
Stranger  into  her  Family,  {he  vvou'd  never  have 
taken  the  Child  of  a  Slave,  and  certainly  not  a 
Girl,  when  fhe  might  as  eafily  have  chofen  a  Boy. 
That  her  Kinsfolks  and  Neighbours  had  feen  her 
big  of  this  Daughter  ;  that  the  Child  when  it 
came  into  the  World  was  received  in  the  Hands 
of  her  Relations.  That  it  was  notorious  her  Mo- 
ther Nuraitoria  did  herfelf  give  5uck  to  young 
Vi  R  Gi  Ni  A  J  which  fhe  cou'd  not  have  done  had 
flie  been  Barren,  as  Claudius  falfely  alledged.  That 
it  was  ftrange  that  Impoilor  fhou'd  be  fo  pro- 
foundly filent  in  fuch  an  Affair  for  fifteen  Years, 
and  fhou'd  never  declare  his  Pretenlions  till  the 
young  Woman  was  grown  up  to  that  wonderful 
Beauty  which  was  the  Caufe  of  the  Pcrfecution 
fhe  then  fuffered. 

Appius  fearing  this  Argument  wou'd  make  too 
great  an  Imprcffion  upon  the  Multitude,  inter- 
rupted him ;  pretending  he  had  fomeihing  to  fay 
himfelf ;  and  addreiling  his  Speech  to  the  Affem- 
bly,  '  Virginia's  Friends,  laid  he,  muft  not 
'  pretend  to  take  advantage  o^  Claudius's  longFor- 
'  bearance.  For  my  Confcience  obliges  me  to 
'  declare,  that  I  my  felf  have  a  long  while  fince 
'  known  of  this  Cheat.  Every  body  knows  that 
'  Claudius's  Father,  at  his  Death,  left  mc  Guar- 
'  dian  of  his  Son.  Soon  afterwards  I  was  told, 
'  that  as  fjch  I  ought  to  reclaim  this  young  Slave 
'  as  Part  of  the  Succeilion  of  my  Ward  and  my 
'  Client,  and  I  then  heard  the  lame  Witnefles  as 
'  have  given  Tellimony  this  Day.  It  is  true,  our 
*  Domeilic  Feuds,  and  the  Hurry  of  Public  Bu- 

'  £nefs, 
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'  fiiiels,  hindcied  me  then  from  taking  due  care  of 

*  that  of  a  private  Perfon }  bu  the  Polt  i  am  now 
'  in  will  not  allow  me  to  refufe  him  the  Jullice 
'  which  I  owe  to  every  Man:  Therefore  I  decree 
'  that  the  PlaintiflF  take   home  this   Girl  as  his 

*  Slave. 

Virgmius^  provoked  to  the  highefl;  pitch  at  To 
unjuft  a  Sentence,  no  longer  kept  any  meafures 
with  the  Decemvir.  He  made  known  to  the 
whole  Aflembly,  that  he  himfelf  was  the  Contri- 
ver of  the  Impolhirc,  which  his  Client  a6ted  5  and 
addreffing  his  Speech  to  him-,  '  Know,  Appius, 

*  faid  he,  I  did  not  educate  my  Daughter  to  pro- 
'  llitute  her  to  thy  infamous  Pleafures ;  I  gave  her 
'  to  Icilius^  and  not  to  thee  :    Cou'dft  thou  ima- 

Liv.Dec.  '  ginc  the  Romans  wou'd  fuffer  their  Wives  and 
1. 1.  3.      f.  Daughters  to  be  taken  from  them  to  fatisfy  the 
'  lewd  Paffion  of  a  Tyrant  ? 

The  Multitude,  at  hearing  this,  raifed  a  thou- 
fand  Clamours  full  of  Indignation.  Appius,  al- 
mofl  mad  to  fee  his  Crime  difcovered,  commanded 
the  Soldiers  that  furrounded  his  Tribunal  to  drive 
away  the  People.  '  And  you,  faid  he,  turning  to 
'  one  of  his  Liftors,  go,  force  a  Paflage  through 
'  the  Crowd,  and  make  way  for  a  Mailer  to  lay 
'  hold  of  his  Slave. 

The  People,  who  always  fear  thofe  that  do  not 
fear  them,  finding  themfelves  attack'd  by  Appi- 
us's  Soldiers,  difperfe,  retire,  and  as  it  were  deli- 
ver up  Virgin'ius^  Daughter  to  the  Decemvir's  Paf- 
fion. Then  that  unhappy  Father,  who  fees  with 
Dcfpair  that  Innocence  is  going  to  be  oppreiTed 
with  an  unjuft  Power,  dcfircs  of  the  Magiftrate, 
that  before  Chtudius  carries  away  his  Daughter  he 
may  at  leaft  be  allowed  to  talk  a  Moment  to  her 
in  private  wich  her  Nurfej    '  To  the  intent,  faid 

*  he,  that  if  I  can  difcovcr  fome  Token  that  I  am 
'  not  her  Father,  T  may  return  to  the  Camp  with 
'  lefa  Grief  and  Concern, 

Appius 
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Appius  readily  granted  him  this  Requcll,  upon 
Condition  however  that  it  Ihou'd  be  in  Claudius's 
light,  and  without  itirring  out  01  the  Forum. 
Virginius^  pierced  to  the  Heart  with  the  iharpell 
AiBidion,  takes  his  Daughter,  halt  dead,  in  his 
Arms  ;  he  wipes  away  the  Tears  in  which  her 
Face  was  all  bathed,  embraces  her,  and  drawing 
her  near  to  fome  Shops  which  were  on  the  fide 
of  the  Forum^  Chance  directed  him  to  a  Butcher's 
Knife  5  he  takes  it,  and  fpeaking  to  Virginia, 
'  My  dear  Child,  laid  he,  this  is  the  only  way  to 
'  ilivc  thy  Honour  and  thy  Liberty:'  With  thefe  Vlrginius 
Words  he  plunges  the  Knife  into  her  Hecur,  and  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
drawing  ic  out  again  all  fnioaking  with  the  Blood  ^'^^Z^^^^- 
of  his  Daughter  :  '  It  is  with  this  innocent 
'  Blood,  cried  he  to  Appius,  that  I  devote  thy 
'  Head  to  the  infernal  Gods.'  What  People  were 
left  in  the  Forum  run  to  this  difmal  Sight,  utter 
loud  Shrieks,  and  detell  the  Decern'vr/s  Tyranny, 
which  has  reduced  a  Father  to  fo  cruel  a  Necef- 
fity.  Appius,  from  his  Tribunal,  calls  our,  in 
the  grcateil  Fury  that  they  iliou'd  feize  Firginius. 
But  he  opens  himfclf  a  Paflage  with  the  Knife 
which  he  had  in  his  Hand;  and  being  favoured  by 
the  Multitude,  gets  to  the  City  Gate,  and  went 
dirc£lly  to  the  Camp  with  part  ^of  his  Friends  and 
Relations,  who  wou'd  not  leave  him  in  fo  great  a 
Misfortune. 

Nufnitorius  and  IciUus  flay  by  the  Body  of  Vir- 
ginia, {liew  it  to  the  Eyes  of  the  Multitude,  and 
befeech  them  not  to  let  her  Death  go  unreveng- 
ed.  Crowds  flock  to  the  Forum  irom  all  parts  of 
the  City.  Valerius  and  Florat'ius^  who  had  fo  un- 
dauntedly oppofed  the  Continuation  of  the  De- 
cemvirate^  come  thither  fome  of  the  firfl:,  with 
a  great  number  of  young  Patricians  of  their  Party. 
Appius,  fearing  their  Credit  and  Eloquence,  fends 
them  Orders  to  withdraw,  and  at  the  fame  time 
commands  the  Body  of  Virginia  to  be  removed 

from 
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from  the  Forum.     But  Valerius  and  Horatius  op- 
pole  it.     Appius,  exafperated  with  the  Death  of 
Virginia,  and  the  Contempt  which  was  {hewn 
of  his   Orders,    advances   with    his   Licirors   and 
Troops  of  his  Guards  to  feize  thofe  two  Senators. 
But  the  People,  urged  to  F"'ury,  drive  him  back, 
break  the  Fafces  in  pieces,  purfiie  him  himlelf  as  a 
Tyrant,  fo  that  to  five  his  Life  he  was  conftrained 
to  fly  with  his  Face  covered,  and  to  hide  himfelf 
in  a  neighbouring  Houfe. 
Valerius        VaUrhis  and  Horatius  place  the  Corpfe  of  the 
'^.'^'^^.°''^' unfortunate  Virginia  in  an  open  Litter,  and  under 
the  People  P'^^tence  of  carrying  it  back  to  her  Father's  Houfe 
n-gainfttheixW  the  lall  Duties  cou'd  be  paid  to  it,  they  fhew 
Tyrants,     n  thro'  the  high  Streets   to   ftir  up  the  Refent- 
ment  of  all  the  Citizens.     Men  and  Women  all 
D.H.1.II.  I'Liu  out  of  their  Houfes  to  fee  this  Funeral  Pompj 
the  Men  throw  Perfumes   into  the  Litter  j    the 
Women  and  Maids,  with  Tears  in  their  Eyes,  put 
Garlands  of  Flowers  on  it.     All  bewail  her  Fate, 
and   by  thofe  mournful  Prefents  feemcd  to  make 
a  Vow  to  revenge  her  Death.     The  whole  City 
wouM  have  rifen  that  Moment,  had  not  Valerius 
and  Horatius,  who  managed  this  Bufinefs,  thought 
it  more  convenient,  before  they  broke  out,  to  fee 
what  Virgimus''s  Return  wou'd  produce  in  the  Ar- 
my of  Algidum. 
"Virginius       He  entered  the  Camp,  attended,  as  we  faid  be- 
^7'"^^  '^'  ^oi'^5  by  part  of  his  Friends,   and  holding  flill  in 
''^■^'  his  Hand  the  bloody  Knife   with  which  he  had 
killed  his  Daughter.     The  Soldiers,  having  heard 
of  his  Misfortune,  run  about  him  from  all  lides; 
Virginius  gets  upon  a  fmall  Eminence  from  whence 
he  might  the  more  eafily  be  heard  :    His  Face  was 
drowned  with  Tears,   and  Grief  for  fome   time 
tycd  his  Tongue.    At  length  breaking  this  mourn- 
ful Silence,    and   raifing   his  Hands   to  Heaven, 
'  1  call  you   to  witnefs,  immortal  Gods,   fiid  he, 
*  thkt  Appius  alone  is  guilty  of  the  Crime  I  have 

'  been 
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'  been  forced  to  commit.'     He  then  related  wich 

Tears,  tlie  Plot  which  the  Decemvir  had  laid  to 

get  his  Daughter-,   and  addreiiing  himfelf  to  the 

Soldiers,  who  heard  him  with  great  Compsflion  : 

'  I  conjure  you,  my  Fellow-Soldiers,  laid  he,  do  Uv.  Dec. 

'  not  drive  me  out  of  your  Company  as  a  Parri-  i.  1.  3. 

'  cide  and  the  Murderer  of  my  Daughter.  Iwou'd 

'  with  all. my  Heart,  have  facrificed  my  own  Life 

'  to  have  preferved  hers,  if  iTie  cou'd  have  lived 

*  with  her  Honour  and  her  Liberty.  But  finding 
'  the  Tyrant  only  meant  to  make  her  a  Slave  that 
'  he  might  have  an  Opportunity  to  diilionour 
'  her.  Pity  alone  made  me  cruel:  i  rather  chofe 

*  to  lofe  my  Daughter,  than  keep  her  wich  Shame  > 
'  but  I  wou'd  not  have  outlived  her  one  Moment, 
'  had  I  not  hoped  to  revenge  her  Death  by  your 

*  Affiftance. 

All  the  Soldiers,  detefting  fo  bafe  an  A6tion^  The  Jrmy 
aflure  him  they  will  not  fail  him,  if  he  undercook  ^i/'^'^- 
any  thing  againft  Appius.  But  their  Centurions 
and  the  chief  Leaders  of  Bands  refolved  to  extend 
their  Refentment  to  all  tl:e  Decemvirs^  and  to 
fhake  off  the  Yoke  of  a  Dominion  that  was  un- 
lawful, and  now  grew  into  open  Tyranny. 

The  Decemvirs  that  commanded  the  Army  be- 
ing inform'd  of  Firginius's  Return,  and  of  the 
Difpofition  of  the  People,  fent  for  him  wich  De- 
fign  to  fccure  him.  Bat  his  Friends  hindered  him 
from  obeying  their  Orders,  and  the  Soldiers  being 
gathered  together  in  Parties,  their  Officers  made 
them  fo  lively  a  Reprefenration  of  the  Foulnefs  of 
Appius's  Attempt,  that  the  Soldier  wanted  nothing 
but  to  return  to  Ror/ie  to  dellroy  the  Decemvirs, 
Nothing  but  the  military  Oath  withheld  them, 
and  they  thought  they  cou'd  not  leave  their  En- 
ligns  and  their  Generals  without  offending  the 
Gods,  and  difhonouring  thcmfelvcs.  But  Firgi- 
mus^  who  burnt  with  Impatience  to  revenge  him- 
felf of  Appius,  removed  that  Scruple,  by  aiTuring  Ibid.l,  n- 

them 
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them  that  their  Oath  bound  them  only  to  Ge- 
nerals invefted  with  a  lawful  Authority  j  and  that 
the  firft  Obligation  which  a  Roman  lay  under  at 
his  Bu'th,  was  to  facrifice  his  Life  in  Defence  of 
the  public  Liberty.  There  needed  no  more  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  Confcience  of  thofe  Soldiers.  They  im- 
mediately flew  in  a  kind  of  Fury  to  their  Arms,- 
took  up  their  Enfigns,  and  under  the  particular 
Conducl  of  their  Centurions,  took  the  way  to 
Rome.  The  Decemmrs^  furprized  at  fo  general  a 
Defertion,  ran  to  Hop  them.  But  wherever  they 
turned  themfclvcs,  they  found  none  but  exafpe- 
rated  Spirits  who  breathed  nothing  but  Venge- 
ance. They  reproached  them  with  their  Pride, 
their  Avarice,  the  Deaths  of  Sicchis  and  Virgi- 
nia, and  with  Appius's  Lufr,  yet  more  intole- 
rable than  their  Cruelty.  The  Soldier  Ifernly 
tells  tht:n  he  is  born  free,  and  that  he  is  going 
to  Rome  only  to  rellore  Liberty  to  his  Fellow- 
Citizens. 

7'he  Army  entered  Rome  about  Evening,  with- 
out making  any  Difturbance,  and  without  fo  much 
as  a  Soldier's  llirring  out  of  his  Rank.  They  con- 
tented themfelves,  as  they  pafs'd  by,  with  afluring 
their  Friends  and  Relations  that  they  were  re- 
turned only  to  deitroy  Tyranny.  All  the  Troops 
march'd  quietly  thro'  the  City  to  Mount  Aven- 
tinc^  and  were  refolved  not  to  feparate  till  they 
had  obtained  the  Depofal  of  the  Decemvirs^  and 
the  Reftoration  of  the  TribuneOiip. 

Appius,  terrified  with  Remorfe  of  Confcience, 
and  with  this  Revolt  of  the  Army,  durft  not  ap- 
pear in  public.  But  Qpp'ius^  his  Colleague,  who 
dreaded  the  Confequences  of  this  Tumult,  had 
then  recourfe  to  the  Authority  of  the  Senate  j  and 
contrary  to  the  Cullom  of  the  Decem"jirs^  he 
convened  it  extraordinarily.  Mod  of  the  Sena- 
tors were  not  forry  for  a  Commotion  which  mighc 
help  to  re-eflablifla  the  Government  upon  its  an- 
4  cienf 
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cient  Foundations.  Kowever  as  it  was  of  dange- 
rous Confequence  to  let  the  People  fee  that  it  was 
in  their  Pov/er  to  do  themfclves  Juftice,  and  in  or- 
der to  keep  the  fupreme  Authority  Hill  in  the  Se- 
nate, they  lent  to  Mount  Aventine  S.  'Tarpe'ius^  C. 
JuIiuSy  and  P.  Sulpitius^  all  three  Confulars,  who 
demanded  oF  thofe  Soldiers  fevcrely,  by  whofe 
Command  they  had  left  their  Camp  and  their 
Generals. 

Thofe  Soldiers,  perplex'd  with  this  Queflion, 
remained  for  fome  time  in  filence.  At  length  they 
broke  it,  and  cried  out  all  together  that  Valerius 
and  Horatim  iliou'd  be  fent  to  them,  and  that  they 
wou'd  give  them  a  true  Account  of  their  Conduct. 
Thofe  two  Senators  were  the  Men  chofen,  be- 
caufe  the  Multitude  looked  upon  them  as  the  de- 
clared Enemies  of  the  Decemvirs^  and  t>he  molt 
zealous  Defenders  of  Liberty. 

While  the  three  Confulars  returned  to-  the  Se- 
nate, to  give  an  account  of  this  Anfwer  of  the 
Soldiers,  Virgmius  put  them  in  mind  that  their 
Intered  was  concerned  to  chufe  lome  of  their 
Centurions  to  enter  into  Negotiation  with  the 
Commiilioners  they  had  demanded.  Fie  himfelf 
was  immediately  named  the  firfti  but  he  excufed 
himfelf  from  accepting  of  thatCoramillion,  byrea- 
ion  of  the  violent  Sorrow  with  which  he  was 
oppreflcd,  and  which  did  not  leave  him  fufficienc 
Liberty  of  Mind  to  maintain  the  publick  Interefts. 
The  Army,  upon  bis  Refufal,  appointed  ten  o- 
ther  Centurions,  and  to  do  Honour  to  their  Choice, 
they  gave  thofe  Officers  the  Title  of  military  Tri- 
bunes. 

The  Army  fent  againft  the  Sabines^  followed  the  Military 
Example   of  that   of  jdlgidum.      Numitorlus   and  Tribunes 
Icilius  had  been  there,  and  raifed  the  fame  Tumult  '^M^^- 
among  them.      K\\.  the  Soldiers,  having  alfo  firft 
chofen  Leaders  to  command  them,  marched  Co- 
lours flying  lirait  to  Rome^  and  joined  the  other 

Army. 
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Army.  Tho'  the  Senate  was  not  forry  to  fee  the 
Authority  of  the  Deccm'virs  aboHfh'd,  yet  befides 
that  Rich  a  Dcfertion  was  of  dangerous  Example, 
the  Frontiers  were  left  expofed  to  the  Incurfions 
of  the  Enemies.  Therefore  F^alerms  i^nd  Horatius 
■were  haftened  to  Mount  jiventine  to  bring  the  Sol- 
diers back  to  their  Duty.  But  thofe  two  Sena- 
tors, finding  their  Mediation  was  become  abfo- 
lutely  necefHiry,  declared  they  wou'd  not  move  a 
Step,  fo  long  as  the  Dccem'uirs,  whom  they  call'd 
Ufurpers,  remained  Mailers  of  the  Government. 

ThoJe  Magi  Urates,  on  the  contrary,  alledged. 
That  they  cou'd  not  lay  down  their  Dignity  till 
they  had  publifiied  and  pafled  the  two  lalt  Tables 
of  Laws  which  were  to  be  added  to  the  firft  ten, 
and  that  that  was  the  only  Term  fixed  for  the  Ex- 
piration of  their  Magiltracy  by  the  fecond  Ella- 
blidiment  which  the  Senate  and  People  conjointly 
had  made  of  it  the  preceding  Year.  L.  CorneUus^ 
yet  a  warm  Stickler  for  the  Decemvirate^  even  ad- 
vifed  that  no  Negotiation  fhould  be  entered  into 
with  the  two  Armies,  till  they  were  returned  each 
to  their  former  Camp,  and  that  upon  that  Condi- 
tion, the  Soldiers  fhou'd  be  offered  a  general  Par- 
don, out  of  which  however  the  Authors  of  the 
Defertion  fhou'd  be  excepted. 

But  an  Advice  fo  imperious,  and  fo  very  im-»^ 
proper  in  the  prefent  Difpofition  of  the  Peoples 
Minds,  was  back'd  by  no  Body.  On  the  contra- 
ry, the  Decemvirs  were  made  fenfible  that  they 
muii:  abfolutely  renounce  an  Authority  which  was 
expired,  and  which  the  Senate  and  People  were 
refolved  not  to  continue  them  in.  The  Soldiers 
in  Fury  threatened  even  to  conftrain  them  to  it  by 
Force  5  and  they  went  over  to  the  Mons  Sacer^  as- 
to  a  Place  where  their  Anceftors  had  laid  the  firft 
Foundations  of  the  People's  Liberty-.  Every  Thing 
at  Roffie  was  in  that  Commocion  which  ufually 
4  preceeds 
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precedes  the  greateft  Revolutions.  At  length  the 
Decemvirs,  fearing  they  iTiou'd  be  quite  borne 
down  by  the  multitude  of  their  Enemies,  pro- 
mifed  in  full  Senate  to  depofe  themfelves  j  they 
only  defired  that  they  might  not  be  facrificed  to 
the  Hatred  of  their  Enemies,  and  reprefented  that 
ir  concerned  the  Senate  not  to  accullom  the  Peo- 
ple to  fhed  the  Blood  o't  Patricians. 

Valerius  and  Horatius  having  brought  this  Affair  Mediatiom 
to  the  point  they  wanted,  repaired  to  the  Armyj  ^/'Valerius 
they  were  received  by  the  Soldiers  as  their  Pro- 
teftors.  The  People  demanded  only  the  Refto- 
ration  of  their  Tribunes,  their  Privilege  of  Ap- 
peal, and  an  Amnefty  for  all  that  had  left  their 
Camp  without  Permiffion  from  their  Generals.  But 
iirll  of  all  they  obftinately  infilled  that  ihc  Decern' 
lirs  fliou'd  be  delivered  into  their  Hands,  and  loud- 
ly threatened  they  wou'd  burn  them  all  alive. 

Valerius  and  Horatius  were  not  much  more  fa- 
vourable to  thofe  iMagi Urates  than  the  People 
themfelves  j  but  they  profecuted  the  Defign  of 
dellroying  them  with  more  Art.  At  the  fame 
time  that  in  general  terms,  they  exhorted  the 
whole  Army  not  to  be  governed  by  cruel  Thoughts, 
they  cunningly  infinuated  to  the  chief  Leaders, 
that  when  the  People  were  in  Pofieflion  again  of 
their  Rights,  and  when  their  Tribunes,  their  Laws 
and  Aficmblies  were  reifored'to  them,  they  wou'd 
then  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  Juftice  to  them- 
felves 3  and  that  before  the  Negotiation  was  out 
of  their  Hands,  they  hoped  to  enable  them  to  dif- 
pofe  uncontrolably  of  the  Lives  and  Fortunes  of 
their  Fellow- Citizens,  let  their  Quality  be  what  it 
wou'd. 

The  People  being  fatisfied  by  their  Officers, 
that  even  the-'r  former  Tribunes  cou'd  not  have 
more  Zeal  and  Warmth  for  their  Interelfs  than 
thofe  two  Senators,  trufted  every  thing  to  their 
Management.    Valerius  and  Horatius  returned  im- 

Z  mediately 


301  The  Hiftory  of  the  Revolutions  Book  V. 

mediately  to  the  Senate  j  and  in  the  Account  they 
gave  in  Public  of  the  Demands  of  the  People,  o- 
mitted  their  Refentment  and  Threats  againll  the 
Decemn)'irs.     They  even  fcemed  to  hint,  that  they 
confented,  Every  thing  that  had  pafs'd  under  their 
Government  fhoii'd  be  buried  in  Oblivion,   pro- 
The  De-    vided  their  Tribunes  were  reftored  to  them.     The 
ccmvirate  Drcemvlrs^  allured  with  thefe  falfe  Hopes,  wenc 
«bo  ij  e  .   .^^^  ^^  Forum^  where  they  publickly  laid  down 
their  Authority.      Appius  alone,   flung  with  re- 
morfe  of  Confciencc,  made  a  different  Judgment 
of  this  feeming  Moderation  in  the  Army.     Tho' 
lie  had  depofed  himfelf  as  well  as  the  refl  of  his 
Colleagues,  '  I  am  not  ignorant,  faid  he  aloud,  of 
.    '  the  IVlifchiefs  which  are  preparing  for  us.  They 
'  only  let  alone  attacking  us  till  they  have  put 
'  Arms  into  the  Hands  of  our  Enemies. 

Valerius  and  HoraHus^  without  troubling  them- 
felves  with  his  difmal  Prefages,  ran  to  the  Camp 
to  acquaint  the  People  with  the  Abdication  of  the 
Decemvirs^  and  the  Senate's  Decree  for  the  Re- 
lloration  of  the  Tribunes  :  '  Return,  Soldiers,  faid 
'  they,  to  your  Country  j   come  once  more  and 

*  fee  your  Domeflic  Gods,  your  Wives  and  Chil- 

*  dren  5  and  may  this  Return  be  happy  and  pro- 

*  pitious  to  the  Republic'  The  Army  gave  them 
the  moll  hearty  Thanks,  the  Soldiers  proclaimed 
them  the  People's  Prote6lors,  and  the  generous 
Defenders  of  the  PubHc  Liberty.  They  imme- 
diately take  up  their  Enfigns,  and  exulting  with 

«7-^^7>/^^.  Joy  chufe  the  fhortefl  way  to  Rome.  But  before 
■nate  and  they  feparatcd  or  returned  to  their  Houfes,  the 
Confidate  ^holc  Army  and  People  went  to  Mount  Aventine^ 
rcjhred.     ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  Eledion  of  their  Tribunes.     A. 

Liv.  Dec.  Firglnius  the  Father  of  the  haplefs  Virginia, 

1. 1.3-      Numitorius  her  Uncle,   and  Icilius  to  whom  fhe 

was  betrothed,  were  chofen  firfl.     C.  Sicimus,  M. 

Duilllus^i  M.  Thmius,  M.  Pomponius^  C.  Apronius, 

P,  Fillhis^  and  C.  Opp'ius,  were  appointed  their 

Col- 
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Colleagues.    An  Inter-Rex  was  afnerwards  created, 
and,  according  to  the  Defircs  of  the  People,  na-  ^'^^^  <>/ 
med  for  Confuls   L.  Valerius  and  M.  Horatius;  ^"""^ 
the  Reward  of  their  fuccefsful  Cares  for  the  Re- 
lloration  of  the  Public  Tranquility. 

Their  Confulate  was  wholly  popular,  and  the  Diners 
Plebeians  obtained  from  them ,  what  they  durll  ^-^^^^  ^" 
never  have  hoped  from  their  very  Tribunes  t^em--^^^  P^^^-^ 
felves.  We  have  already  fecn  that  the  Patriciates 
and  Senators  pretended  they  were  not  fubje6t  to 
the  Decrees  of  the  People  in  Aflemblies  convened 
by  Tribes.  The  People,  on  the  contrary,  main- 
tained that  the  Sovereignty  of  the  State  lying 
cfTentially  in  the  general  AlTembly  of  the  Roman 
People,  all  the  Citizens  of  every  Rank  whatfoever 
ought  to  be  fubject  to  it,  ^mzt  they  had  a  Right 
to  give  their  Votes  in  it,  each  in  his  Tribe.  This 
Difpute  was  often  renewed  between  the  two  Or- 
ders of  the  Republic.  The  two  Confuls  taking 
advantage  of  the  abfolute  Authority  they  had  then 
in  the  Government,  got  this  important  Affair  de- 
cided in  the  People's  Favour,  and  by  a  Decree 
pafs'd  in  the  Comitia  of  Centuries,  it  was  decla- 
red, 'that  all  Decrees  made  in  the  Comitia  by  tribes 
fijoiCd  ha've  the  Force  of  Laws  with  relation  to  all  the 
Citizens. 

ThQ  Lex  Valeria  touching  Appeals  to  the  Af- ^'^t' Sena- 
fembly  of  the  People  was  confirmed  a-new,  and  ^^^^T^'^^}' 
ftrengthcned   with   another,   making  it   unlawful  ^';;,/A_ 
to  eitablilh  any  Magiftracy  for  the  future,   1xo\nferv''d  in 
whofe  Tudgments  an  Appeal  fhou'd   not   lye  totheTempU 
that  Afiembly.     The  Confuls  added  to  this  Law  e^^-eres. 
a  Regulation  importing,  that  the  Senatusconfulta^ 
which   were   often  fupprefs'd   or  alrer'd   by   the 
Confuls,   fhou'd  for  the  future  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  JEcUles^  and  preferved  in  the  Temple  of  Ceres. 
Moil  of  the  Senators  fubfcribcd  to  thefe  various 
Regulations  not  without  Repugnance.    They  faw 
with  grief  that  tv/o  Patricians  and  Confuls,  mare 
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Plebeian  than  the  Tribunes  themfelves,  under  pre- 
tence of  feciiring  their  Liberty,  were  abfolutely 
ruining  the  Authority  of  the  Senate.  But  the 
more  equitable  and  lefs  ambitious  part  of  that 
Body,  grown  wifer  by  the  Tyrannical  Condu£l  of 
the  Decemvirs^  chofe  rather  to  give  the  Guardian- 
fViip  of  the  PubHc  Liberty  to  the  People,  than 
to  intrull  it  to  the  Men  of  Power  who  by  their 
Credit  might  have  an  Opportunity  of  making  a 
wrong  \](q  of  it. 

The  Republic  by  thefe  feveral  Regulations, 
and  the  Re-eftablifhment  of  her  old  Magiftrates, 
having  refumed  her  ancient  Form  of  Government, 
there  was  now  in  a  manner  nothing  left  of  the 
Decemvirate  but  the  Perfons  of  the  Decemvirs. 
We  have  already  feen  how  odious  they  were  to 
the  Multitude:  Virginius  thought  this  a  good  time 
to  profecute  them  j  and  in  quality  of  Tribune  of 
Appius  the  People,  he  brought  an  Impeachment  againft 
^v.wV.  Appius,  and  declared  himfelf  his  Accufer.  Ap- 
pius came  before  the  AfTembly  habited  in  Black, 
fuitable  to  the  prefent  Condition  of  his  Fortune. 
The  People  beheld  with  Pleafure  that  haughty 
Decemvir  with  a  dejected  Countenance,  in  the  ve- 
ry fame  Place,  where  but  a  few  Days  before  he 
appeared  furrounded  by  his  Guards,  and  proudly 
awing  the  Multitude  with  the  Terror  of  his  Li- 
dtors  armed  with  their  Axes. 
LIv.  1. 3.  Virginius  addreffing  his  Speech  to  the  AlTembly, 
B.H.I. u-  c  I  accufe,  faid  he,  O  Romans^  a  Man  who  made 
'  himfelf  the  Tyrant  of  his  Country  j  who  obli- 
'  ged  you  to  have  recourfe  to  Arms  to  defend  your 

*  Liberty  5  who  to  fatisfy  his  infamous  Lull,  was 

*  not  afhamed  to  tear  a  Roman  Maid  of  free  Con- 
'  dition  out  of  her  Father's  Arms,  to  deliver  her 

*  over  to  the  vile  Minifter  of  his  Pleafures,   and 

*  who  by  a  Sentence  no  lefs  Unjuft  than  Cruel, 

*  reduced  a  Father  to  the  Extremity  of  Killing 
\  his  own  Daughter  to  favc  her  Honour.'    Then 

turning 
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turning  to  Apprus,  he  told  him,  that  without  ex- 
patiating upon  a  Relation  of  all  his  Crimes,  the 
very  lealt  of  which  deferved  the  higheft  Punifh- 
ments,  he  only  demanded  what  he  had  to  fav  for 
the  Sentence  he  gave  againft  Virginia:  '  Why 
'  fliid  he,  did  you  refule  a  Maid  of  free  Condi- 
*  tion  her  Liberty  provifionally ,  while  it  was 
'  yet  in  difpute  ?  If  you  cannot  anfwer  me,  I 
'  command  that  you  be  immediately  carried  to 
'  Prifon. 

Appius  reprefented,  that  a  Perfon  accufed  had 
never  been  denied  the  Delays  neceflary  to  provide 
for  his  Defence  i  that  it  was  a  thing  unheard  of 
in  the  Republic,  that  any  Citizen  fhou'd  be  im- 
prifoned  before  he  had  been  heard  in  a  full  Aflem- 
blyj  and  that  if  the  Tribune,  contrary  to  all  Laws, 
pretended  to  arrell  him,  he  appealed  from  him  to 
the  People  5  and  that  their  Condu6t  towards  him 
wou'd  one  Day  ferve  as  a  Tellimony  to  Pollerity, 
whether  the  Appeals  about  which  the  People 
Teemed  fo  jealous,  were  not  a«4y  the  Appearance  ''x(nf 
of  a  Privilege,  fubjed:  to  the  Cabals  and  Brigues  of 
the  Tribunes,  or  whether  they  were  to  be  looked 
upon  as  the  unlliakable  Supports  of  Liberty. 

Molt  unprejudiced  Men  thought  this  Demand 
but  reafonable:  But  Firginius  maintained  that  Ap- 
pius was  the  only  Perfon  who  ought  not  to  enjoy 
the  Benefit  of  the  Laws,  which  he  himfelf  had 
violated  in  his  Decemmrate.  He  accufed  him,  that 
without  regard  to  the  Privileges  o?  Rom  an  Ckiztns^ 
he  had  put  many  of  them  to  Death  j  that  he  had 
imprifoned  others  5  that  he  had  even  built  new 
Prifons,  which  he  ufed,  with  a  barbarous  Irony, 
to  call  theHoufes  and  Abodes  of  the  i^o;;^<^;^  People. 
'  Thus,  faid  Firginius  to  him,  tho'  you  appeal  a 
'  hundred  times  over  to  the  People,  I  order  thac 
'  you  be  arrefled,  for  fear  fo  many  heinous  Crimes 
'•  fhou'd  efcape  the  Juftice  of  the  Laws.'  Accord- 
ingly he  was  that  minute  led  to  Prifon,  andtheTri- 

Z  I  bune 


^o6        The  Hijiory  of  the  Revolutions  Book  V. 

bune  appointed  him  a  Day  for  producing  his  De- 
fence. 
Liv.  Dec.       His  Uncle,  C.  Claudius^  who  had  alwa^'s  been 
^'  1-  3-      againft  the  Decemvirs^  and  who  had  particularly 
detefted  the,Pride  and  Infolence  of  his  Nephew, 
ran  however  to  his  Aid  as  foon  as  ever  he  heard 
of  his  Difgrace.     We  have  already  faid,   that  to 
avoid  being  an  Eye-witnefs  of  the  Tyrannical  Go- 
vernment of  the  Decemvirs^   and  of  the  Miferies 
of  Rome^  he  had  retired  to  Regillus^  the  ancient 
Country  of  his  Anceilors.     He  was   no  fooner 
come  to  Rome^  but  he  appeared  in  the  Forum  in  a 
Habit  of  Mourning,  and  made  ftrong  Solicitations 
for  his  Nephew's  Liberty.     His  Friends  and  Re- 
lations joined  with  him  in  it,   and  reminded  the 
People,  that  it  wou'd  be  a  Shame  to  themfelves  in 
future  Ages,  that  the  Man  who  had  framed  their 
Laws  and  compofed  the  Roman  jurifprudence,  had 
been  buried  in  a  Dungeon  with  Villains  and  Rob- 
-bers.     Claudius  befought  every  Man   particularly 
not  to  fix  (iich  an  Ignominy  upon   the  Claudian 
Family  ;   but  rather  to  grant  one  fingle  Man  to 
fo  many  illuilrious  Citizens  of  the  fame  Name  and 
Blood  v;,'ho  begg'd  him,  than  to  refufe  almoft  the 
whole  Senate,  for  the  fole  fake  of  Firginius.     He 
added,  that  the  People   having  fortunately  reco- 
vered their  Liberty  by  their  Courage,  there  was 
now  nothing  wanting  to  the  Happinefs  of  the  Re- 
public!?, but  the  reiloring  a  Union  among  the  fe- 
veral  Orders  of  the  State,   which  wou'd  be  beft 
done  by  Clemency,  and  by  forgiving  A  p  pi  us  for 
the  lakes  of  thofe  v/ho  begg'd  his  Pardon. 
Appius'^         D'ionyfrds  HaUcarnafjeus  tells  us,   that  the  Tri- 
Jjeuth.      bunes  fearing  Afpius  wou'd  efcape  them  by  the 
Intereft  of  his  Family,  caufed  him  to  be  llrangled 
in  Prifon,   and  then  gave  our,   that  that  famous 
Criminal  defpairing  of  Mercy,  had  killed  himfclf 
before  the  Day  appointed  for  his  Tryal.     Livy^ 
without   mentioning  a  Word   of  the  Tribunes, 

bare- 
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barely  relates  that  A  p  pi  us,  to  avoid  the  Infamy 
of  a  Public  Punifliment,  put  an  end  to  his  own 
Life  in  Prifon.  Be  it  as  it  will,  Sp.  Oppius^  his 
Colleague,  had  the  fame  Fate.  Numitoriiis^  ano- 
ther Tribune  of  the  People,  and  Virginia^  Uncle, 
profecuted  him  as  the  Accomplice  and  AlTiftant 
of  A  p  PI  us.  Befides  thefe  Articles,  a  Veteran 
Soldier  complained,  that  without  the  lead  Caufe 
he  had  ordered  his  Buck  to  be  torn  with  Whips 
by  his  Satellites,  That  Decemvir  was  condemn'd 
by  the  unanimous  Suffrages  of  the  People  j  he 
was  thrown  into  Prifon,  and  Dionyfms  HaUcarnaf- 
feus  tells  us  he  was  there  executed  the  very  fime 
Day.  The  other  eight  Decemvirs  fought  their 
Safety  in  Flight,  and  banilTied  themfeives.  Their 
EfFeds  were  confifcared  and  fold  publicly,  and  the 
Produce  carried  by  the  Qnrellors  into  the  Public 
Treafury.  Marcus  Claudius^  the  Inllrumcnt  that 
A  p  PI  us  made  ufe  of  to  get  Virginia  into  his 
Power,  was  condemned  to  Death.  But  he  had 
Friends  who  prevail'd  with  Firginius  to  be  con- 
tented with  his  Exile. 

Thus,  was  Revenge  taken  for  the  innocent 
Blood  of  the  unfortunate  Virginia^  whofe  Death, 
like  that  of  Lucretia^  procured  the  Roman  People 
their  Liberty  a  fecond  time. 

Tho'  the  Puniihment  of  the  Decemvirs  was 
owned  to  be  juft  j  yet  the  Senate  cou'd  not  help 
being  under  fome  Confternation  at  the  Death  and 
Exile  of  the  chief  Men  of  their  Body.  They 
were  efpecially  difpleafed  with  the  two  Confuls, 
who  had  given  them  up  to  /^/r^/>z/«;'sRefentment, 
without  fhev/ing  the  ieaft  Inclination  to  foften 
the  People  in  their  behalf.  Neither  was  it  pof- 
iible  to  forefee  what  Bounds  the  Tribunes,  who 
were  fo  clofely  united  with  the  two  Confuls, 
wou'd  put  to  their  Revenge  :  They  feemed  to 
be  fo  many  new  Decemvirs^  that  had  a  Defign 
to  bring  in  the  like  Tyranny  again.   Duillius^  wha 
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was  one  of  that  College,  but  more  moderate,  dif- 
pelled  the  Fears  of  the  Senate  :  '  At  length,  fays 
*■  he  in  a  full  Aflembly,  enough  has  been  done  fo^ 
'  the  Satisfa6lion  of  Firginius^  and  the  Rellora" 

*  tion  of  our  Liberty.     1  FORBID  .that  du- 

*  ring  the  reft  of  the  Year  any  more  People  be 

*  brought  to  Juftice,  or  thrown  into  Prifon,  for 

*  this  Affiiir.'  This  Word  I  forbid^  fo  awful  in 
the  Mouth  of  a  Tribune,  put  a  Stop  to  the  Pro- 
fecutions  of  his  Colleagues,  and  repreffed  their 
Violence. 


End  of  the  Fifth  Booh 
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fbe  tivo  Confuls^  Valerius  and  Horatius,  ohtain 
from  the  People  the  Honour  of  the  'Triumph  ^a:kich 
the  Senate  had  refufed  them.  The  'Tribunes  form 
a  Defign  of  making  themfelves  perpetual.  One  of 
them  hinders  the  Execution  of  it.  Tivo  Patrici- 
ans are  noiv  fir  ft  feen  among  the  Tribunes.  The 
iEqui  and  Volici,  taking  Ad'vantage  of  the  Divi- 
fions  that  rage  in  Rome,  plunder  the  Country  to 
the  i-ery  Gates  of  that  City.  They  are  routed  and 
cut  to  Pieces  by  theConfuls  Quintius  and  Agrippa. 

-  Military 
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Military  tribunes  and  Cenfors  ejiablijljed.  Sp. 
Melius  afpires  to  the  Sovereign  Power.  In  a.  pub- 
lic Dearth  he  wins  the  meaner  fort  of  People  by 
free  Diftributions  of  Corn,  and  fome  of  their  Tri- 
bunes by  Money.  He  caufes  a  great  Quantity  of 
Arms  to  be  brought  into  his  Houfe  by  Night.  His 
Defigns  are  found  out.  Refufing  to  appear  before 
the  Dictator  Quintius,  he  is  run  through  with  a 
Sword  by  Ahala  General  of  the  Horfe^  in  the  midfi 
of  a  Band  of  his  Adherents^  whom  he  was  furring 
up  tg  a  Revolt.  Mameixus  j^  mill  us  being  Di^ia- 
tor^  propofes  a  Law  for  refraining  the  Office  of 
Cenfor  to  one  Tear  and  a  half.  C.  Furius  and  M. 
Geganius,  the  Cenfors  for  that  Tear^  revenge  them- 
felves  upon  the  Dittator  by  trying  to  difjonour  him. 
"The  People  take  his  part.  The  Confuls.,  T.  Quin- 
tius and  C.  Julius  Mento,  are  beaten  by  theM(\m 
and  Volfci.  The  Senate  applies  to  the  Tribunes  of 
the  People  to  get  them  to  caufe  a  Dilator  to  be  na- 
med. C.  Sempronius  Atratinus  brings  the  whole 
Roman  Army  into  danger  of  being  cut  to  Pie- 
ces. An  Officer  of  Plorfe  named  Tempanius  fuc- 
ccurs  the  Conful  in  time^  and  prevents  the  Defeat. 
Tempanius,  at  his  return  to  Rome,  is  raifed  to 
the  Tribunepip.  Pie  publickly  undertakes  the  De- 
fence  0/ Sempronius,  and  prevails  upon  his  Accu- 
fer  to  defifi  from  the  Profecution  he  had  began  a- 
gainfi  him.  Neverthelefs.^  fjortly  afterwards  that 
Confular  is  condemned  to  a  heavy  Fine  thro"  the 
Cabals  of  fome  Tribunes  of  the  People^  cxafpera- 
ted^  that  in  the  Election  for  ^u^eftorSy  whofe 
Number  was  increafed^  the  Patricians  had  been 
preferred  to  the  Plebeians.  The  ^qui  furprize 
the  Town  of  Vola.  Poflhumius  is  employed  to 
drive  them  out  of  it  again.  He  breaks  his  word 
with  his  Soldiers^  to  whom  he  had  promifed  the 
Plunder  of  the  Town  as  foon  as  it  ffiou'd  be  taken. 
To  make  them  amends^  a  Tribune  of  the  People  de- 
mmdSf  that  a  Colony  Jhou'd  be  fetlkd  at  Vola, 
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ampofed  of  thofe  very  People  that  had  helfd  to  re- 
take the  'town.  A  haughty  Saying  of  Polthumius. 
He  is  killed  by  his  own  Soldiers.     Plebeian  ^^e- 

fiors.  'The  Senate  make  a  Decree  that  the  Soldi" 
ery^  who  till  then  hadferved  at  their  own  Expencc^ 

JlooiCd  for  the  future  he  maintained  by  the  Republic  ; 
and  that^  in  order  to  defray  this  Charge^  an  Impo- 

fitionpou'd  he  laid,  from  which  no  Body  fl)ou''d  be 
cxcufed.  This  Senatusconfulcum  is  ratified  by  a, 
Plebifcitum,  notwith (landing  all  the  Complaints  and 
Proteflations  of  the  Tribunes. 

HE  two  Confuls  prepared  to  i^i.irch y;^^ ^^^»^ 
againft  the  Sabines,  the  Mqui.^  and  refufes  the 
the  Volfci.  But  before  they  depart»^<w^^.f  of 
ed  from  Romc^  they  publickly  ex-  ^^  '^''^" 
pofed  the  laft  Laws  of  the  Decern-  tjjevUlo- 
njirs  engraved  upon  Tables  of  Brafs.  riousCuB- 
They  then  put  themfelves  each  at  ihe  Head  of  his/^^^-^* 
Army.      Both  obtained   compleat  Victories  over 
the  Enemy.     At  their  return  they  demanded,  ac- 
cording to  Cuftom,  to  have  folcmn  Thanks  paid 
to  the  Gods,  and  then  to  be  received  at  Rome  in 
Triumph.     Rut  moll  of  the  Senators,  who  coii'd 
not  forgive  tliem  the  Partiality  they  had  fhewn  to 
the  People,  took  a  fecret  Delight  in  rcfufing  them 
an  Honour,  which  till  then  had  always  depended 
entirely  upon  the  Senate.     C.  Claudius  even  up-  -q  -^  fub 
braided  them  with  being  Accomplices  in  the  Death  fin.  1.  n. 
of  his  Nephew  Appins.^  whom  the  Tribunes  had 
caufed  to  be  ftrangled  in  Prifon  before  he  was  fo 
much  as  heard  in  his  Defence.     '  Did  you  not  fo- 
'  lemnly  promife  us,  faid  he  to  them,  that  the  Ab- 
'  dication  of  the  Decem'virs  diou'd  be  follow'd  by 
'  a  general  Pardon?  And  vet  no  fooner  had  we  o- 
'  bliged  thofe  Magillrates  to  depofe  themfelves,  but 
'  fome  were  murdered,  and  others  confbrained  to 
'  banifh   themfelves   from   their  Country  to  fave 
^  their  I.ivcs.     Appius.,  the  Hc;id  of  the  Claudian 

'  Family, 
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'  Family,  the  chief  of  the  Decemvirs^  was  ftrang- 
'  led  in  Prifon,  without  the  leall  Form  of  Juftice, 
'and  without  fo  much  as  being  heard  in  the  Af- 
'  fembly  of  the  People,  for  fear  that  generous 
'  People,   moved  with   the  Tears  and   with  the 

*  Defolation  of  a  Family  that  has  deferved  fo  well 

*  of  the  Republic,  fhou'd  grant  him  a  Difcharge. 
'  And  our  Confuls,  the  Heads  and  Protectors  of 

*  the  Senate,  they  who  ought  to  expofe  their 
'  very  Lives  for  the  Prefervation  of  its  Dignity, 

^  '  have  bafely  connived  at  the  Murder  of  the  un- 

'  fortunate  Jppius^  and  pi'ofecuted  no  I»ody  for  it. 
The  Senate,  exafperated  againft  the  Confuls  by 
the  Difcourfe  of  C.  Claudius^  declared  them  un- 
worthy of  the  Honours  of  the  Triumph,  and  they 
were  given  to  underftand  that  it  was  very  well  for 
them  they  ^ere  not  puniilied  for  their  criminal  In- 
f he  People  telligence  with  Jppius's,  Murderers.     Valerius 
grant  the  and  HoRATius,  provoked  at  fo  ignominious  a  Re- 
Trtumph     f^ifai^  carried  their  Complaints  before  the  AfTembly 
j-j^l^^  of  the  People,   and  the  Tribune  IciUiis  there  de- 

manded the  Triumph  in  their  behalf.  Many  Se- 
nators went  to  the  Forum  to  prevent  the  Effefts  of 
this  Cabal,  and  C.  Claudnis  was  one  of  them.  Tho* 
he  had  always  been  averfe  to  the  Government  of 
the  Decemvirs^  yet  he  cou'd  never  pardon  the  two 
Confuls  for  having  delivered  up  his  Nephew  to  the 
Fury  of  the  Tribunes.  He  told  the  People,  with 
great  Courage  and  Boldnefs,  that  it  was  never 
known  they  iliou'd  take  Cognizance  or  decide  a- 
bout  the  Honours  of  the  Triumph  J  that  it  was  a 
Prerogative  which  belong'd  entirely  to  the  Senate, 
and  that  the  Republic  wou'd  never  be  free  and 
quiet  any- longer  than  while  one  Order  of  the  State 
foibore  to  incroach  upon  the  Rights  and  Privi- 
leges of  the  other. 
Liv.  Doc.  But  notwithlhnding  the  Juftice  of  thefe  Re- 
I-  I- .V      monftrances,  the  People  decreed  the  Triumph  to 

the 


Book  VI.    /wf/:?^  Roman  Republic.  3^3 

the  Confuls :   A  new  Enterprize  of  the  Tribunes 
upon  the  Senate's  Authority.     They  did  not  Hop 
here.     Thofe  Plebeian  Magillratcs,  who  by  their 
good  Underllanding  with  the  two  Confuls,  had  an 
abfolute  Power  in  the  Commonwealth,  rcfolved  to 
perpetuate  themfelves  in  the  Tribunate,  and  to  con- 
tinue the  two  Confuls  in  their  Pofl; :  Another Con- 
fpiracy  againft  the  Public  Liberty,  little  different 
from  that  o'l  the  Decemvirs.     They  covered  their  7-^^  y-^^.. 
Ambition  with  the  Pretence  of  the  Ncceflity  there  hnes  are 
was  of  keeping  in  the  fame  Magidrates,  at  a  umtf'"' Pfrpe- 
vvhen  the  new  Laws  were  not  yet  folidly  eftablifh-  ^"f^"% 
ed.     But  to  remove  the  Sulpicion  that  their  Aim 
was  to  make  themfelves  fole  Mailers  of  the  Go- 
vernment, they  infinuated  to  the  People,  that  they 
wou'd   alfo  have  them   continue  Valerius   and 
HoRATius  in  the  Confulate.     By  good  Fortune 
for  the  Republic,  there  happened  to  be  a  Tribune 
of  fo  much  Moderation  and  Ability,  as  to  bring 
this   ambitious  Projcft  to  nothing.      It   was   the 
fame  DuilUus  that  had  lately  by  his  Authoritv  put 
a  fcop  to  the  Profecution  of  his  Colleagues  againft 
the  Adherents  of  the  Decemvirs.     He  prefided  that 
Day  in  the  Affembly  held  for  the  Election  of  new 
Tribunes.     He  reprcfented  to  the  two  Confuls, 
that  the  People's  Liberty  was  gone,  if  the  High 
Offices  of  the  Republic  were  trulled  above  a  Year 
in  the  fame  Hands.     Valerius  and  Horatius 
gave  him  their  word,  that  they  wou'd  never  ac- 
cept of  a  Continuance  in  the  Confalate.     DuilUus^ 
to  make  the  more  fure  of  them,  asked  them  pub- 
lickly,  and  in  a  full  Aflembly, .  what  Refolution 
they  wou'd  take  if  the  Ro?}2an  People,  in  confide- 
ration  of  their  good  Services  in  the  Reftoration  of 
their  Liberty,  fliou'd  think  fit  to  continue  them 
in  their  Dignity.     Both  of  them  declared,  that  for  q-j^^  c^„^ 
the  Prefervation  of  the  fame  Liberty,  they  wou'd /v/;  rrfufe 
refufe  anv  Prolongation  of  the  fovereign  Power,  as  *^.  '^^  ""' 
being  contrary  to  the  Laws.     DuilUus  having  got  ^"^"^  * 

this 
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K'^r  of      this  Declaration  from  them,  gave  them  Praifes  for 
fj!"^        their  Difinterellednefs,  which  were  a  kind  of  new 
Tie  upon  them,   and  at  the  fame  time  ferved  to 
prejudice  the  People  againll:  the  Defigns  of  the  o- 
ther  Tribunes.    Some  Days  afterwards  the  Affem- 
bly  was  held  for  the  Election  of  new  Confuls.    Sp, 
Herminiiis  and  T.  Virgmiiis  were  raifed  to  that  Of- 
fice.    They  maintained  Peace  and  Union  in  the 
Commonwealth,   by  a  prudent  Impartiality  be- 
tween the  People  and  the  Senate.    They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Elediion  of  the  Tribunes.     Duillius^ 
as  we  have  faid  before,  preiided  in  that  Affembly, 
and  upon  this  occafion  a6ted  in  concert  with  the 
Senate.     By  means  of  their  Credit  and  the  Union 
of  their  Followers,  five  new  Tribunes  were  imme- 
diately chofen,   in  fpite  of  the  Cabals  of  the  old 
ones.    Thefe  latter  ufed  all  their  Endeavours  to  fill 
up  at  leaft  the  -other  five  vacant  Places.     DuUUus 
itill  oppofed  it  with  great  Refolution;  but  as  they 
on  their  fide,  by  their  Management  hindered  the 
new  Candidates  from  having  the  necelTary  number 
of  Voices,  DuilUus  to  put  an  end  to  thefe  Contefls, 
referred  the  Choice  and  Nomination  of  the  other 
five  Tribunes,  to  the  five  already  chofen,  accord- 
ing to  the  Diredrion  of  the  Law,  which  exprelly 
provided,   that  If  upon  a  Day  of  Ektiion  the  full 
mimber  of  'Tribunes  cou'd  not  be  chofen  ^   thofe  ivho 
were  eleSied  firft  pou'd have  Power  to  name  their  Col' 
leagues.     He  then  difmifled  the  Affembly,  depofed 
himfclf,  and  the  new  Tribunes  entered  upon  the 
Exercife  of  their  Dignity. 
Liv.  Dec.       Their  firft  Bufinefs  was  to  name  their  Colleagues, 
1-  1-  3-      among  whom  every  Body  was  ftrangely  furprized 
ftvo  Pa-     ^o  ^^^  ^'  Tarpehis  and  ^.  Haterius^  both  'Patricians^ 
trician       old   Senators,   and   even   Conllilarsj   which   was 
'Tribunes,    (jiredly  contrary  to  the   Inftitution   of  the  Tri- 
bunefhip,    which  admitted   none    but   Plebeians. 
There  is  no  accounting   for  fo  extraordinary  an 
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Event,  unlefs  we  will  look  upon  thofe  two  Patri- 
cians as  Deferters  from  their  Order,  that  had  goc 
themfelves  adopted  into  Plebeian  Families  to  capa- 
citate them  to  be  railed  to  a  Magilbacy  which 
had  the  greateft  fhare  in  the  Government.  But 
this  is  only  a  Conje6ture ;  Hiftory  gives  us  no  Au- 
thority for  it.  Li'vy^  on  the  contrary,  infinuates 
that  the  live  firll:  Tribunes  followed  the  Intenti- 
ons of  the  Senate  in  the  choice  of  their  Colleagues: 
And  perhaps  Men  ot  their  Prudence  foreleeing 
what  fatal  Confequences  mull  follow  to  the  pub- 
lic Liberty,  if  the  fame  Tribunes  were  perpetua- 
ted in  their  Office,  privately  joined  with  Duillius 
to  get  fome  Patricians  into  the  TribuneHiip,  with 
intent  to  counterbalance  the  Power  of  the  Plebe- 
ian Tribunes  by  their  Authority,  and  in  the  Ele7 
ftion  for  the  enluing  Year  keep  them^from  renew- 
ing the  Propofal  of  continuing  the  Tribunes  in 
their  Pofts :  which  was  looked  upon  as  a  ftep  to 
Tyranny,  and  the  Deltru61:ion  ot  the  Liberty  of 
the  Republic. 

L.  Trebonius^  one  of  the  Pkbeian  Tribunes,  who  q^:e  Tre- 
plainly   found    that   his   PrcdecelTor  DuilUus   had  bonian 
diflblved  the  Afiembly,   and  referred  to  the  lirll  •^^"'• 
five  Tribunes  the  Nomination  of  their  Colleagues, 
only  to  make  way  for  introducing  Patricians  into 
that  College,  made  heavy  Complaints  of  it  to  the 
People.     He  gave  himfelf  entirely  up,  during  the 
whole  Year,  to  crofs  thofe  Patrician  Tribunes  in 
their  Fundions,  whence  he  acquired  the  Sirname 
of*y^<?r.     And  in  order  to  prevent  for  the  fu- *5^«/-. 
ture,  any  Tribunes,  (gained  over  by  the  Senate)  to 
do  the  like  again,  he  propofed  a  Law  which  he 
got  pafled,  and  which  from  his  Name  was  called 
Lex  'Trebonia^  by  which  it  was  ordained,  that  the 
Magiftrate  who  propofed  the  Elcdlion  of  Tribunes  Livy,  ].  3, 
to  the  People,  fhou'd  be  obliged  to  profecute  it  in  c.  65. 
all  the  following  AfTcmblies,  till  the  Number  of 
ten  Tribunes  was  compleated  by  the  Votes  of  the 

People. 
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People.     This  Decree  took  from  the  Tribunes 
that  were  firft  chofen,  the  Right  of  naming  their 
Colleagues  themfelvc^,  which  the  Rotnans  in  thole 
Days  called  Co-optatio. 
Tear  of  M.  Geganius  and  C.  Julius^  fucceeded  L.  Hermi- 

Rome        jjj^jj  jj,^(j  (j^  Virginius  in  the  Confulate.     Li'vy  in- 
'^'^  '         forms  us,  that  after  the  Extinftion  of  the  Decem- 
virate,  and  the  Death  or  Expulfion  of  the  Decern* 
'vlrs^  the  Republic  enjoyed  a  feeming  Tranquility, 
and  the  Union  which  appeared  among  the  feveral 
Orders  of  the  State  kept  the  Neighbours  of  Rome 
in  Awe,  and  hindered  them  from  rene%ving  their 
ufual   Incurflons.     But   this   Calm   did   not  hold 
"New  Con-  long-     The  People  fell  again  to  complaining  that 
tentmn      the  Nobility,  and  efpecially  the  young  'Patricians^ 
^etzvecn tbe  ^^^^.^Qfj^   them   contemptuou%.      Their  Tribunes 
and  the      ^^'^^^  fomc  of  them   before   the  AlTembly  of  the 
Senate.       People,  into  which  they  ftrove  to  bring  the  Cog- 
nizance of  all  Affairs  whatfoever.     The  Senate, 
to  maintain  their  Authority,  oppofed  it  ftifly:  And 
tho'  the  wifer  part  of  that  Body  did  not  approve 
this  haughty  Behaviour   of  the  young  Nobility, 
yet  they  woii'd  not  give  them  up  to  the  Perfecu- 
tion  of  the  Tribunes.     This  Oppofition,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Jurifdiftion  and  Privileges   of  each 
Order,   revived   the   old   DifTentions,   which   ran 
very  high   in   the   Confulate  of  1".  ^ilntius  and 
"^ar  "f     Jgrlppa  Furlus.     It  was  ftill  the  fame  Spring  of 
20-.  AnimoGty,  which  upon  every  Occafion  broke  out 

afredi.  Neither  of  thofe  two  Orders  cou'd  bear 
the  Thoughts  either  of  Magilfrates  or  Authority 
in  the  contrary  Party.  If  the  Confuls  were  formi- 
dable to  the  People,  the  Tribunes  were  no  Icfs  o- 
dious  to  the  Patricians \  and  neither  of  thofe  two 
Bodies  thought  they  cou'd  be  free  till  they  had 
puU'd  down  the  other. 

The  Mqui  and   Volfcl^   informed  of  thefe  Do- 
meftic  Contentions,  thought   it   now   their  time 

-     to 


Book VI.     i// ^/6^  Roman  Republic.  317 

to  begin  their  old  Ravages,  and  -took  up  Arms. 
The  Confuls  on  their  fide  prepared  to  raife  Troops. 
But  the  People,  at  the  Intb'gntion  of , the  feditious 
Tribunes,  refufed  to  lill  themfeivcs.  The  Ene- 
my, meeting  with  no  Obftacle,  plundered  the 
Country,  and  carried  their  Boldnefs  fo  far  as  to 
bear  off  the  Catil'c  that  were  grazing  near  the 
jEfqinJine  Gate. 

The  two  Confuls,   yet  more  provoked  at   the 
People's  Difobedience   than  the  Audacioufnefs  of 
the  Enemy,  convened  a  general  Aflemby.    Quin- 
Tius,  a  Man  illuftrious  for  feveral  Victories,  re- 
fped'ed   for  the  Purity  of  his  Manners  and  the 
Wifdom  of  his  Counfels,  and  who  had  been  ho- 
noured with  four  Gonfulates,  Hood  up,  and  cou- 
rageoufly  told  both  the  Sen:ite  and  the  People,  Quintius 
that  their  eternal  Diffcntions  wou'd  at  length  oc-  ^^^  Confut 
cafion  the  total  Deflruaion  of  the  Republic.  That  'ttTj^Z. 
the  Senate  prefuming  too  much  upon  their  Dig- 
nity and  Wealth  wou'd  fet  no  Bounds  to  their  Au- 
thority, nor  the  People  to  an  unbridled  Licenfe, 
which  they  cloathed  with  the  Name  of  Liberty  5 
and  thar^each  defended  themfclves  againft  the  in- 
juries which  they  pretended  to  be  done  them,  on- 
ly by  greater  Outiages.    '  One  wou'd  think,  con- 
'  tinued  that  great  Man,  that  Rome  holds  within 
'  her    Walls   two   different   Nations   contending 
'  with  each  other  for  the  Command.    When  fnall 

*  we  fee  an  end  of  this  Difcord?  When  fliall  we 
'  have  one  Intereil,  and  one  common  Country? 
'  The  Enemies  are  at  our  Gates  :   The  EfquiU^ 

*  was  upon  the  very  point  of  being  furprifed, 
'  and  No-body  Ifands  up  to  oppofe  them.  Fromt 
'  the  top  of  our  Walls  we  behold  our  Country 

*  laid  vvalle,  and  our  Houfes  in  Flames  and  fmoak- 
'  ing  all  round  us  :  And  we  fee  all  this  with  a 
'  fhamcful  Indifference,  nay  perhaps  with  a  fe- 
'  cret  Pleafure,    when   the   Mifchief  falls  upon 

*  the  contrary  Parry,     What  is  rheje  in  the  City 
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'  fufficient  to  repair  iuch  Lofles  ?  The  Senate 
*  indeed  fees  at  its  Head  Confuls,  and  the  prime 
'  Magiftrate's  of  the  Republic  5  but  thofe  Confuls 
'  without  Forces  and  without  Authority,  groan 
'  at  the  People's  Jnfenfibility  to  their  Country's 
'  Glory.  That  People  on  their  part  have  Tri- 
'  bunes  5  but  can  thofe  Tribunes  with  all  their 
'  Harangues  ever  reftore  them  what  they  have 
'  loll  ?  ExtinguiHi,  O  Romans^  thefc  flital  Divi- 
"^        '  '  fions;  generoufly  break  this  curfed  Inchanument 

'  which  keep?  you  buried  in  a  fcandalous  Inaftion. 
'  Open  your  Eyes,  and  confider  the  Manngemenc 
'  of  thofe  ambiuious  Men,   v.'ho  to  make  them- 
'  felves  powerful   in   their  Party ,   ftudy  nothing 
'  but  how  they  may  foment  Divifion  in  the  Com- 
'  monwcakh.     And  if  you  yet  can  call  to  mind 
'  your  ancient  Valour,  march  out  of  Rorfie  with 
'  your  Confuls,  and  I  devote  my  Head  to  the  moft 
'  cruel  Punifhments,   if  in  a  few  Days  I  do  not 
'  drive  away  thofe  that  plunder  your  Lands,  and 
'  remove  the  War  into  the  very  Heart  of  their 
'  Country. 
Dec.i.1.3.      Never,  fays  L/x^,  were  the  People  more  plea- 
c.  69.        fed  even  with  the  flattering  Speeches  of  a  Tri-  j 
bunc,  than  they  were  with  the  fevere  Reproaches  | 
of  this  generous  Conful.    The  Senate  was  touch'd 
with   them  no   lefs ;  the   moft   virtuous  Men  of 
that  Body  confefled,  that  thofe  who  had  preceded 
him  in  that  Dignity  had  either  mifufed  the  People, 
to  make  themfelves  agreeable  to  the  Senate,   or 
elfe  betrayed  the  Interefts  of  their  own  Body  to 
win  Favour  of  the  People  >  but  that  T.  Qjljin- 
'  Tius  appeared  to  have  nothing  at  all  at  Hearc 

but  the  Union  of  all  the  Orders,  and  the  Majefty 
of  the  Roman  Name. 
7he  CoTt'  The  Confuls  and  Tribunes,  the  Senate  and  Peo- 
j'uls  beat ^  plc  coucurrcd  unanimoufly  in  taking  Arms.  The 
WV^r  Contention  now  was,  which  fhou'd  appear  moft 
fcl    ^'  forward.    All  the  Youth  offered  themfelves  in 

Crowdsi 


Book  VI.   />/ r/6^  Roman  ^Republic.  319 

Crowds  to  be  inlilled.     The  Levies  were  quickly 
made  i    each  Cohort  chofe  its  Officers,   and  two 
Senators  were  icz  at  their  Head  j  and  all  this  was 
done  with  Co  much  Diligence  and  Expedition,  that 
that  very  Day  the  Enligns  were  taken  out  of  the 
Trcafury  and  the  Army  marched  ten  Miles  on  their 
way.     The  Confuls  next  Day  met  and  furprized 
the  Enemy  at  unawares.   The  Fight  however  pro- 
ved to  be  blood  V  J  the  jEqui  Q:nd  P^olfii  fought  with 
great  Valour  j  the  left  Wing  of  the  Romans  gave 
ground.     FuRitrs  Agrippa,  who  led  that  Body, 
finding  the  Heat  of  his  Soldiers  began  to   cool, 
fnauched  an  Enfign  from  an  Officer  that  bore  it, 
and  threw  it  into  the  middle  of  a  Cohort  of  the 
Enemies.  The  Romans  flew  into  the  midil  of  them 
to  recover  it,  and   thereby  put  the  Enemy  into 
Diforder,  and  gave  the  firfl  Turn  to  the  Battel. 
QuiNTius  hud  been  no  lefs  (uccefsful  than  his  Col- 
league.    The  jEfjid  and  Folfci^  beaten   on  both 
fides,  retired  into  their  Camp.   The  Confuls  inveft- 
cd  ir,  and  CovcQd  it  Sword  in  hand.   A  great  Num- 
ber oC  JEqui  and  Volfci  were  cut  to  pieces;  the  reft 
ilcd.     The  Romans^  now  left  fole  Mafters  of  the 
Camp,  found  a  great  Booty  in  it,  and  then  returned 
to  Rome  laden  with  the  Enemy's  Spoils,  and  with 
tiiofc  which  they  had  got  in  uhe  Territory  of /Zo;;^^. 
A  \^id:ory  fo  fudden  made  the  People  fenlible 
of  their  own  Strength,  and  the  Need  which  the 
Senate  had  of  them  :   This  made  their  Ambition 
and   thdr  Prctcnfions  greater  than  ever.     They 
grew  every  Day  more  untradable  and  more  enter- 
prizing.    Thofe  who  had  acquired  Vv^ealth,  or  diT   t7eia 
Itinguiihed  themfelves  by  their  Valour,  demand-  Claims  of 
ed  to  have  the  Law  fo  injurious  to  the  People  for  ^'^^^^'^bei- 
prohibitinff  all  Inter-marriage  between  them  and 
Patrician  Families  aboliihed,  as  a  Remnant  of  the 
Tyranny  of  the  Decemvirs.     The  Tribunes,  ever 
turbulent,  revived  the  Affair  of  the  Partition  of 
the  Lands  j  others  publickly  averred,  that  fince 

A  a  i  Laws 
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Laws  had  been  ellahlifhed  equal  in  rclpe6t  to  all 
the  Citizens,  the  Offices  ought  alfo  to  be  common 
to  them  all  5  and  many  of  the  Heads  of  the  People 
already  fet  their  Eyes  upon  the  Confullhip  itfelf, 
which  till  then  had  been  icferved  to  the  firil  Or- 
der.    Nine  of  the  Tribunes  propofed  in  a  full  Af- 
D.H.lu.  fembly,  that  a  new  Law  ihou'd  be  made  to  admit 
Liv.  1.  4.  pj^]yQJiri,yis  into  the  Confulfliip  for  the  future.     C. 
Canule'ius  at  the  fame  time  demanded,  that  by  a 
Decree  of  the  People  that  Law  in  the  twelve  Ta- 
bles liiou'd  be  revoked,  which  forbad  the  Patri- 
cians from  intermarrying  with  Plebeian  Families. 
M.  Genudus  and  Cains  Curtius^  who  were  Confuls 
that  Year,  tried  to  keep  off  thefe  new  Propofals, 
under  pretence  they  had  received  Advice,  that  the 
JEqiii  and  Folfci  were  preparing  to  renew  the  War.  • 
Thefe  foreign  Wars  were  the  Senate's  ufual  Ex- 
pedients J    and  they  hardly  ever  had  Peace  with 
their  own  Citizens,  but  when  they  had  them  out  " 
of  Rome ^^nd  were  fighting  abroad  with  the  Ene- 
mies of  their  Country.     The  two  Confuls,  in  this 
view,  order  Levies  to  be  made,  and  proclaim  that 
every  Man  be  ready  with  his  Arms.     But  Canu*  • 
Canulei-    le'ius  plainly   fiw   the   Artifice.     '  Whether  the 
ws's speech^  News  of  this  War  be  true,   faid  he,   dircding 
jainfithe ,  ^^^.  Speech  to  the  Confuls,  or  whether  it  be  on- 
between      '  ly  a  falle  Rumour  fpread  abroad  for  nothing  but 
theNobUf  '  a  Colour  to  draw  the  People  out  of  the  City  : 
and  the     c  I  declare,   as  Tribune,   that  this  People,   who 
'  have  already  fo  often  fpilt   their  Blood   in  our 
Country's  Caufc,  is  again  ready  to  follow  their 
Confuls  and  their  Generals,  if  they  are  reftored 
to  their  Liberty,  and  to  that  natural  Right  of 
being  allowed  to  unite  thcmfelves  v.ith  you  by 
mutual  Alliances  5  and  if  the  hope  of  Honours, 
and   the  entrance  into   the  chief  Offices  be  0- 
pen  indifferently  to  all  the  Citizens  of  Merit^ 
But  if  you  perfifi:  in  your  Refolution  of  main- 
taining the  Law  of  the  Dcccrnvirs  touching 

'  Mar- 
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Marriages  j  if  you  continue  to  treat  us  like 
Strangers,  in  our  own  Country  j  if  you  account 
the  Pgiiple  unworthy  of  your  Alliance,  and  if 
you  refufe  them  the  Privilege  of  raifing  to  the 
Confulate  fuch  as  they  judge  moll  worthy,  with- 
out obliging  them  to  confine  their  Choice  only 
to  the  Senate 3  in  a  word,  if  you  do  not  remove 
the  Diitinftion  of  Nobles  and  Plebeians.^  fo  odi- 
ous in  a  Commonwealth  j  and  if  there  be  any 
other  Nobility  for  the  future,  but  what  is  due  to 
Virtue  honoured  with  Magiftracies  common  to 
all  the  Citizens  :  Talk  of  Wars  as  much  as  ever 
you  pleafe  j  paint  in  your  ordinary  Difcourfes  the 
League  and  Power  of  our  Enemies  ten  times 
more  dreadful  than  you  do  nov^^,  order  your  Tri- 
bunal, if  you  think  fir,  to  be  brought  inro  the 
Forum  in  order  to  make  Levies  j  I  declare  that 
this  People  whom  you  fo  much  defpife,  and  to 
whom  you  are  neverthelefs  obliged  for  all  your 
Vidories,  fhall  never  more  inlift  themfelvesj 
not  a  Man  fliall  appear  to  take  Arms,  and  you 
iliall  never  more  find  a  Plebeian  that  will  expofe 
his  Life  for  imperious  Mafters,  who  are  glad  to 
affociate  us  with  themfelves  in  the  Dangers  of 
War,  but  who  in  Peace  think  to  exclude  us 
from  the  Rewards  due  to  Valour,  and  from  the 
fwectert  Fruits  of  Victory. 
The  Confuls  were  the  more  alarmed  at  the  Tri- 
bune's Boldncfs,  becaufc  they  durfl  not  call  the 
Senate,  in  which  the  People  had  their  declared 
Favourers,  who  gave  the  Tribune  an  Account  of 
every  thing  that  pad.  So  that  thofe  two  Ma- 
giftrates  were  forced  to  hold  particular  Councils 
with  the  Senators  of  their  Party.  They  repre- 
fentcd,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  bear  any  longer 
with  the  Enterprizcs  of  the  Tribunes,  and  that 
they  mud  refolve  either  to  fupprefs  the  Senate  or 
aboHHi  that  popular  Magiftracy,  the  Source  of 
eternal  Contentions  between  the  Senate  and  the 
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People.  C.  Claudius  the  'Deccm'uir\  Uncle,  and 
who  had  received  from  his  Anceftors,  as  ic  were 
by  Succeffion,  an  hereditary  Hatred  to  the  Fa6lion 
oF  the  People,  fpoke  firfl,  and  gave  it  as  his  Opi- 
nion, that  they  fliou'd  rather  have  recourfe  even 
to  Arms,  than  yield  the  Dignity  of  the  Cor.rullhip 
to  the  People,  and  that  without  Dillinftion  either 
of  private  Men  or  Magiftrates,  they  ought  to  treat 
as  Public  Enemies  all  that  (hou'd  go  about  to 
change  the  Form  of  the  Government.  But  'T. 
^intius^  who  was  more  moderate,  and  who  ap- 
prehended thefc  Contells  might  be  inflamed  into 
a  Civil  War,  remonftrated,  that  there  were  among 
the  Plebeians  a  great  many  Officers  of  extraordina- 
ry Merit,  who  had  acquired  great  Glory  in  the 
"Wars.  That  it  was  but  reafonable  to  give  fome 
Satistafbion  to  fo  generous  a  People,  and  that  it 
was  indeed  but  common  Prudence  in  the  Senate 
in  this  conjundure  to  give  up  part  of  its  Preroga- 
tives to  fave  the  reft. 

The  Majotity  of  the  Afiembly  declared  them- 
felves  of  his  Opinion.     C.  Claudius  rifmg  up  a- 
gain  ;   '  I  yield,  faid  he,  to  Plurality  of  Voices  5 
but  fince  you  think  it  proper  to  admit  Plebeians 
into  the  Government,  let  us  endeavour  to  fari{- 
fy  this  reftlefs  People,   without  however  deba- 
ting the  Majefty   of  the  Confulfliip.     And   in 
order  to  reconcile  two  things  that  leem  fo  op- 
pofite,   I  propofe  that  inftead  of  Confuls,   we 
ele6t  fuch   a  Number  of  Military  Tribunes  as 
lliall  be  agreed  upon,  to  be  chofen  equally  out 
of  the  Senate  and  the  People,  who  fhall  be  in- 
vefted  with  the  Confular  Power.     The  People 
by  this  means  will  be  fatisfiedj  and  the  Confu- 
late  in  more  favourable  Times  may  refume   its 
ancient  Splendor  and  Majefty.'     Great  Praifes 
were  given  to  Claudius^  and  all  joined  in  the  Pro- 
n<f  Ptf/Zry  pQ^^I^     Then  that  ancient  Senator  addrefling  his 
Speech  to  AL  Genutius^  fiifc  Conful 
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to  fucceed  in  this  Dclign,  faid  he,  convene  the 
Senate,   fend  for  the  Tribunes  of  the  People  j 
and  when  the  Aflembly  is  form'd,  declare  that 
you  invite  all  who  love  their  Country  to  fpeak 
their  Minds   freely  with   relation   to   the   new 
Laws  which  the  People  demands.     Then  gather 
thj  Opinions  j   and    inllead  of  beginning  with 
T.  ^intlui^  my  feif,  or  the  mod  ancient  Sena- 
tors, according  to  cultom,  grant  that  Honour 
to  Valerius  and  Horatius^  as  you  have  a  Right  to 
do  as  Conful  :    And  bv  that  means  we  flmll  learn 
the  Sentiments  of  thofe  Favourers  of  the  Peo- 
ple, who  have  fold  their  Faith  to  the  Tribunes. 
\  then  will  ftand  up  and  anfwer  \vhat  they  fty, 
v/hich  I  will   do   without   fparing    them,   and 
with  all  my  Might  oppofe  the  Abolition  of  the 
Law  of  Marriages   and  the  Elc6lion  of  a  Ple- 
beian to  be  Conful.     Then  ask  the  Opinion  of 
your  Brother,  T.  Genutius^  and  let  that  wife  Se- 
nator, under  pi'fctence  of  trying  to  reconcile  the 
different  Intereils  of  the  People,  and  the  Senate, 
propofe  as   of  his  own  Motion  to  fufpend  the 
Election  of  Coiifuls,  and  in  their  flead  to  create 
Military  Tribunes,   and  lee   him  include  in  his 
Advice  the  Abolition  of  the  Law  relating  to  Mar- 
riages.    I  will  oppofe  this  as  much  as  the  other, 
but  you  and  your  Colleague,   and  all  You  the 
chief  of  the  Senate,  out  of  fceming  Favour  to 
the  People,  fhall  declare  for  the  Advice  of  your 
Brother.     The  People  fhall  be  obliged  to  your 
Family  for  this  Concefiion,  and  the  Tribunes 
will  infallibly  join  in  with  you,   if  for  nothing 
but  to  triumph  over  my  Oppofition. 
All  approved  of  this  Expedient;   each  agreed  D.H.I. n, 
upon  the  part  hefhou'd  aftj  the  Confuls  affembled 
the  Senate,   and  deflr^d  Canulems  and  the  other 
Tribunes  to  be  at  it.     The  Day  being  come,  and 
the  Affcmbly  formed,  Canuleius^  inftead  of  laying 
forth  the  Juftice  and  Ufcfulnels  of  the  Laws  he 

A  a  4  pro- 
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propofed,  ran  wholly  into  bitter  Complaints  againft 
the  two  Confuls,  for  holding  fecret  Councils,  in 
prejudice  of  the  People's  Interefts,  without  calling 
to  them  the  bcil  Men  in  the  Senate,  and  efpecially 
f^alerlus  and  Horatius  who  had  done  fo  great  a 
Service  to  the  Republic  in  the  Abolition  of  the 
Decemvirate^  which  ought  to  be  look'd  upon  as 
their  Work. 

The  Conful  Genutius  replied^  that  they  had  af- 
fembled  fome  ancient  Senators,  only  to  confult 
with  them,  whether  it  wou'd  be  beft  to  convene 
the  Senate  inflantly  about  the  new  Laws,  or  to 
defer  it  till  the  end  of  the  Campaign.  TThat  if 
they  did  not  fummon  Falerius  and  Horatius  with 
the  oldeft  Senators  to  that  Council,  it  was  only  to 
avoid  making  the  People  fufpeft  they  had  changed 
their  Party.  '  And  to  convince  you,  added  Genu- 
'  tius^  that  my  Colleague  and  I  behave  our  felves 
'  in  this  Affiiir  without  the  leail  Partiality,  we 
'  iliall  only  give  you  this  one  Proof  of  it,  namely, 

*  that  tho'  the  firft  Opinions  are  ufually  of  very 

*  great  weight,  and  it  has  been  the  Cuftom  for  the 
'  Confuls  to  ask  that  of  the  oldeft  Senators  firft, 
'  yet  as  you  do  not  believe  them  to  be  Friends  to 
'  the  People,  we  will  now  change  that  Method, 
'  and  begin  with  Valerius  and  Horatius.'*  Then 
addrelling  himfelf  to  Valerius  he  invited  him  firfl. 
to  declare  his  Opinion. 

Valerius  began  with  expatiating  very  much  up- 
on his  own  Services  to  the  People,  and  upon  thofe 
of  his  Family.  He  added,  that  he  thought  no  State 
cou'd  be  called  Free  whofe  Citizens  did  not  all  live 
in  a  pcrfe6l  Equality.  He  concluded  with  giving  it 
as  his  Opinion,  that  the  Plebeians  ought  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  Confulate  no  longer  >  but  at  the 
fame  time  he  exhorted  the  Tribunes  of  the  People 
to  dcfill  from  the  Oppofition  they  had  form'd  a- 
gainft  the  levy  of  Troops,  which  the  Confuls  want- 
ed to  make,  provided  thofe  Magiflrates  wou'd  en- 
gage 
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gage  to  proceed  to  the  Publication  of  the  Laws 
at  the  end  of  the  Campaign.  Horatius,  whofe 
Opinion  was  asked  next,  fpoke  much  to  the  fame 
purpofc:  And  he  too  declared  for  marching  firfl 
againft  the  Enemy  5  but  that  after  the  War  Oiould 
be  happily  concluded,  the  Confuls,  the  firif  thing 
they  did,  iliou'd  bring  into  the  AiTerably  of  the 
People  the  Se?mtusconfidtum^  for  empowering  them 
to  deliberate  an  Affair  of  that  great  Importance. 

This  Advice  raifed  great  Murmurs  in  the  AfTem- 
bly.  The  Senators,  who  cou'd  not  agree  to  ad- 
mit Plebeians  into  the  Confulatc,  thought  they 
Hiou'd  gain  a  great  Point,  if  they  cou'd  put  off 
the  Deliberation.  Thofe  on  the  contrary  who  fa- 
voured the  People,  cou'd  not  bear  this  Delay,  and 
maintained,  that  the  Senatiisconfultum  ought  at 
lealf  to  be  figned  before  thev  feparated. 

The  Confuls  then  ask'd  the  Opinion  of  C.  Clau- 
dius^ who,  as  they  had  before  agreed,  fpoke  with 
great   Courage   and    Strength   againft   thefe  new 
Fretenfions  of  the  People.     He  recalled  to  their 
Memory  all  the  various  Attempts  they  had  made 
upon  the  Senate's  Authority,  ever  fince  their  Re- 
reat  upon  the  Mom  Sacer.     '  This  refllefs  and  in-  Claudius'/ 
conftant   People,    faid   he,   wou'd    ncQ.ds   h'UVQ^M''^^  ^- 
their  particular  Magiftratesj  and  for  the  fuke  oi^'[^:il'^' 
Peace  v^^e  granted  them  Tribunes.     They  then /^',:i7£,;^'/' 
required  Decem'uirs^  and  we  confented  alfo  to 
their  Creation.     They  foon  grew  difguded  with 
thofe  Magiftrates,   and  out  of  regard    to   them 
we  fubfcribed  to  their  Depofal.     Nay,  we  did 
more  5  for  the  fake  of  Peace  v/e  connived  at  the 
violent  Deaths  of  fome  of  them,  and  the  Banilli- 
ment  of  others.     Laftly,  in  thefe  our  Days  we 
have  feen  two  of  our  Confuls,  more  popular  than 
the  very  Tribunes  themfelvcs,  facrificing  the  In- 
terefts  of  their  own  Order  to  the  People's  Am- 
bition.     From   Sovereign  Magiftrates   that  we 
were  before,  from   having  none  but  the  Gods 
I  '  and 
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and  our  Confuls  5»bove  us,  we  have  been  made 
fubje£b  to  the  Tyranny  oF  the  Tribunes  of  the 
People.  Our  Councils,  our  Deliberations,  nay 
even  our  Lives  and  our  private  Eftates  depend 
upon  their  Will  j  and  thofe  Plebeian  Magidrates 
difpofe  of  them  as  they  think  fit  in  thofe  tumul- 
tuous AfTemblies,  where  Paflion  and  Fury  have  a 
greater  Sway  than  Reafon  and  Jullice.  Nor  do 
they  flop  here;  C.  Camdeius  is  now  for  uniting, 
by  a  lliameful  Mixture,  the  dluftrious  Blood  of 
the  Nobility  with  that  of  the  Plebeians.  If  he 
brings  this  about,  thofe  who  are  born  of  Marri- 
ages fo  contrary  to  our  Laws,  always  in  difpute 
with  themfelves,  will  hardly  knovy  from  v/hat 
Families  they  defcend,  what  Sacrifices  they  ought 
to  join  in,  and  whether  they  are  of  the  Body  of 
the  Peop.e  or  Patricians.  And  as  if  it  was  not 
enough  to  confound  all  Diftinftion  of  Birch,  and 
to  break  thro'  all  Rights  both  divine  and  hu- 
mane, the  Colleagues  ot  Canukius^  the  Tribunes, 
thofe  Difturbers  of  the  public  Qiiict,  have  the 
B.ildncfs  to  lift  up  their  Eyes  to  the  very  Con- 
fulfhip  It  felf  We  are  now  juft  on  the  point  of 
feeing  that  great  Dignity  fiil  a  Prey  to  the  Ca~ 
nuleii  and  the  Ic'dii.  But  let  th.^fe  new  Men  be 
afiured,  added  Claudius^  that  the  Gods,  Prote- 
6lors  of  this  Empire,  will  never  fuff^M-  it;  and 
that  we  cur  fdves  will  rather  die  a  rhcufind 
Deaths,  than  bear  ■'■'  great  an  Infamy. 
CanukhtSj   naturally  impatient,  broke  in  upon 

him,  and  asked  hiri  abruptly,  wherein  the  Gods 
offended,  \^  Plebeians^  pofielTcd  of  all  the 

Qualifications   neceflary   for    Government,   were 


chofen  Confuls.  '  Can  you  then  be  to  learn,  re- 
plied Claudius^  that  the  Plebeians  have  no  Auf- 
pices,  and  cannot  take  them  ?  Do  you  not  know 
that  this  was  one  of  the  Reafons  which  induced 
the  Decemiirs  to  forbid  all  unequal  Alliances  by 

'  the 
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'  the  Laws  of  the  Twelve  Tables,  that  the  Auf- 
'  pices  might  be  taken  only  by  Patricians^  whofe 
'  Birth  ihou'd  be  pure  and  without  Mixture  j  lb 
'  that  the  Pricilhood  and  the  Confuliliip  are  c- 
'  qually  reltraincd  to  that  Order? 

This  Aniwer  was  fohdj  and  buik  upon  the  ori- 
ginal Eiliabhiliment  oF  their  Religion  and  Laws. 
But  it  only  lerved  to  cxaCperate  the  People  againtl 
Claudius ',  as  if  that  Senator  by  Juch  Reafons 
meant  to  reproach  them,  that  they  were  not  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Gods,  and  were  unworthy,  thro' 
the  Bafeners  of  their  Birth,  to  be  initiated  into 
their  Myileries. 

The  Confuls,  to  prevent  the  Bitternefs  which 
began  to  fprcad  thro'  the  Minds  of  the  AfTembly, 
asked  the  Opinion  of  T.  Genutius^  the  Brother  of  t.  Genu- 
oneofthofe  Magiftrates.  That  Senator  declared,  tius'/ 
that  he  with  the  greatefc  Concern  beheld  the  Opinion. 
Commonwealth  affli6lcd  with  two  Scourges  at 
the  fame  time  enough  to  deftroy  it  utterly  j  name- 
ly, a  War  abroad,  and  domellic  Feuds  within  the 
State:  That  each  of  thofe  Evils  called  for  a  fpeedy 
Remedy,  but  that  it  was  fo  much  the  more  dii^- 
cult  to  find  it,  as  the  People's  Difcontent  kept  up 
the  Enemy's  Confidence.  Neverthelefs,  that  ic 
was  abfolutely  neccfiary  to  refolve  upon  fomething, 
and  to  chufe  whether  to  bear  the  Infults  of  the 
jSqid  and  FcJfci^  or  if  they  wou'd  march  into  the 
Field  to  grant  fome  Satisfadion  to  the  People. 
That  his  Opinion  was  rather  to  yield  up  fome 
part  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Nobility  in  their 
Favour,  than  to  abandon  the  Territory  of  Rome^ 
to  be  plundered  by  Strangers.  And  he  concluded, 
according  to  his  private  Agreement  with  the  Con- 
fuls and  Claudius^  that  the  Law  forbidding  Alli- 
ances between  Patrician  and  Plebeian  Families 
ought  to  be  abolifhed,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
Union  which  ought  to  be  maintained  between 
the  Citizens  of  one  and  the  fame  Republic.     He 

added, 
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added,  that  if  the  ancient  Senators  were  fo  averfe 
to  the  Thoughts  of  feeing  the  Confular  Dignity  in 
the  Hands  of  Plebeians^  a  Medium  might  be  found 
which  perhaps  might  fatisfy  both  Parties.     That 
the  way  wou'd  be  to  fufpend  for  a  time  the  Electi- 
on and  Title  of  that  Dignity,  and  to  create  in  the 
room  of  Confuls  fix  military  Tribunes,  who  Ihou'd 
have  the  fame  Funftions  and  the  fime  Authority, 
and  that  the  three  firft  (hou'd  always  be  Patfici- 
Military    cins^  nnd  the  other  three  might  be  Plebeians.  That 
tribunes     the  Year  following  the  Senate  and  People  might 
ejiabliped.  ^^^{f^Q  by  Plurality  of  Voices  in  a  general  Aflem- 
bly,  what  Magiftratcs  they  wou'd  be  governed  by, 
Livy  1.  4.  ^^^  whether  they  wou'd  have  Confuls  again  as  of 
D.H.l.ii.  Old,  or  continue  to  cleft  military  Tribunes:  which 
Zonaras.     for  the  future  fhou'd  be  done  in  all  the  Comitia. 

This  Propofal  was  approved  by  Plurality  of 
Voices,  in  fpite  of  the  feeming  Oppofition  of 
Claudius.  'T.  Genutius  had  the  Praifes  both  of  the 
Senate  and  the  People  for  this  happy  Thought; 
the  Senators  were  glad  to  have  excluded  the  Ple- 
beians from  a  Dignity  which  they  hoped  to  fet  up 
again  with  all  its  Prerogatives  in  more  favourable 
Times  J  and  the  People,  without  difturbing  them- 
felves  about  an  empty  Name,  cou'd  not  contain 
their  Joy  at  feeing  themfelves  at  length  admitted 
into  the  Government  of  the  Commonwealth  un- 
der any  Title  whatfoever.  Moft  of  them  cried 
they  wou'd  now  no  longer  refufe  to  march  againft 
the  Enemy;  that  they  wou'd  willingly  expofe 
themfelves  to  the  Danger,  fince  they  were  to  have 
a  (hare  in  the  Reward. 
;  Some  Days  afterwards  an  Aflembly  was  held  for 

'  the  Election  of  thefe  new  Magiftrates.  Some 
former  Tribunes  of  the  People,  and  the  chief 
Plebeians^  hoping  to  carry  thofc  Dignities,  ap- 
peared in  the  Forum  cloathcd  in  white,  to  be  the 
more  remarkable;  but  the  People,  fatisfied  with 

having 
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having  obtained  a  Right  to  fet  up  in  thofe  Electi- 
ons,  gave  all   their  Votes   to   Patricians.     IN  ay, 
and  but  three  miHtary  Tribunes  were  chofeivand 
the  Majority  of  Voices   fell   upon  A.  Sempronius  Tear  of 
Atrafmiis^    L.  Attilius^    and  T".  Cecilius  or  Clelius^  Rome 
all  three  Pafrici an s^  and  eminent  for  their  Valour  |°?;  «-, 
and  Capacity  in  the  Art  of  War. 

But  thefe  three  iMagiflrates  were  obliged  to  de- 
pofe  themfelves  three  Months  after  their  Eled:ion, 
upon  account  that  C.  Curtius^  who  prciided  in  it, 
gave  notice  that  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Aufpices^ 
which  always  ufed   to  precede  the  Ele6lions  for 
Curule  Magiifracies,   had    not   been  exactly  ob- 
ferved.     The  Romans  were  very  fcrupulous  in  the 
lead  Circumftanccs  that  concerned  their  Religion  j 
but  perhaps  the  Patricians  created  this  Doubt  only 
.in   order  to   rcilore  the   Confular   Office.     And 
accordingly,  the  military  Tribunes  had  no  fooner 
abdicated   their   new   Dignity,  but  an  I'^^^^-'^'^^  "y  Qs^xxiiCi- 
was  named,   that  the  Commonwealth  might  notusBarba- 
remain   without  a   Head   or   Governor.     But  as  tus. 
he  held   the  Government   only  in  Truft,   and  in 
order  to  transfer  the  Authority  to  annual  Magi- 
ftrates,   the   main   QuclHon   was  whether  thofe 
Magiftrates   fnou'd   be   Confuls  or  military  'Yn-TheCon- 
bunes:  the   moft   ancient  Senators  failed  not  tof^i'^te  re- 
declare   for  the   Confulfaip}   the   People  on  the^'"^ 
contrary  fccmed  inclined  to  military  Tribunes.  But 
a  Jcaloufy  arifing  among  the  Candidates  of  this 
hft  Order,  thofe  whofe  Party  was  not  ftrong  e- 
nough  to  raife  them  to  that  Poll,  chofe  rather  to 
have  the   ConfuliTiip  reltored,   than   to   fee  their 
Rivals  invefted  with  a  Dignity  which  they  them- 
felves cou'd  not  obtain  5    and   thus   by  the   joint 
Confent  of  the  Senate  and  People,  the  Inter-rcx 
appointed  Confuls,  and   named    to  fill  that  Pod 
the  remaining  part  of  the  Year,  L.  Papirius  Mi.i-  ^  ,  ^^ 
giUanus^  and  L.  Sempronius  Atralinus^   Brother  to  Rome' 

one  309. 
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one  of  the  Patricians  that  had  abdicated  the  Tri- 
bunefhip,  as  we  faid  above. 

Nothing  confiderable  happened  in  their  Con- 
Ortgin  of  f^|^^2     J3^j^  jp,  jj^g  following,  and  that  of  M.  Ge- 

Year  of  gcimus  and  7.  ^lyitius^  the  Lcnlorihip  was  erect- 
Rome  ed}  a  new  Office,  or  rather  only  a  Portion  taken 
310,  or  Qyj.  Qf  fj^g  Confulfliip.  And  this  new  Dignity  of 
^"'  Cenfor,  which  at  firil  feemed  of  but  little  Moment, 

became  in  time,  by  the  Power  annexed  to  it,  the 
Pinacle  of  Honour,  and  the  moft  formidable  Ma- 
giftracy  in  the  Republic. 

As  a  Spirit  of  Conqueft  was  what  chiefly  pre- 
vailed in  this  Nation,  the  ancient  King  Servius^ 
in  order  to  have  a  fure  Supply  of  Men  raid  Mo- 
ny,  decreed,  as  we  have  already  fhewn,  that  every 
five  Years  an  Enumeration  fhou'd  be  made  of  all 
the  Roman  Citizens,  v./'ith  an  cxad  Valuation  of 
every  Man's  Wealth.  The  Prince  or  Magillraie 
by  this  means  ccu'd  know  immediately  how  many 
Inhabitants  Rcmie  had  capable  of  bearing  Arms, 
and  what  Contribution  might  be  raifed  upon 
them. 

'But  the  Confuls,  who  were  frequently  taken  up 
abroad  with  alnaoll  continual  Wars,  not  having 
had  leifure  in  above  feventcen  Years  to  make  that 
Enumeration  which  was  called  the  Cei?/us^  it  was 
propofed  for  the  Eafe  of  the  Confuls,  that  two 
Magiftrates  ihou'd  be  created  of  the  Order  of  the 
Patricians,  who,  with  the  Title  o^  Cenfor s,  ihou'd 
every  five  Years  take  that  general  Review  of  the 
whole  Roman  Pieople. 

The  Tribunes,  tho'  always  upon  their  Guard 
againil  every  thing  oifered  by  the  Senate,  did  not 
oppofe  the  Eftablilhrnent  of  this  new  Magillracy. 
They  did  nor  fo  much  as  demand  that  the  Ple- 
beians fhou'd  be  allowed  a  Share  in  it  j  whether, 
becaufe  they  faw,  thai  the  Power  which  went 
along  with  the  CeHforfhip  was  but  Gnall,  or  be- 
caufe they  wcic  faiisfied  that  by  feparating  thofe 
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Fun£i;ions  from  the  Confiilate,  a  Diminution  was 
made  oF  the  Power  of  a  Magiftracy,  which  was 
the  Object  of  their  Hatred  and  Emulation.  Thus 
the  -Law  for  the  Creation  of  two  Cenfors  pafled 
without  any  Dilpute. 

Papirius  and  Sempronius^  the  Confuls  of  the  pre-  Year  of 
ceding  Year,  were  raifcd  to  that  Poll:,  and  it  was  Rome 
conferr'd   upon   them  with  one  Voice,   to  makc|'.°- 
them  amends  for  the  Year  of  their  Coniuhites  not  ,.  ]'  3. 
being  compleat,  becaufe  they  did  not  enter  upon 
the  Execucion  of  it  till  after  the  Abdication  of  the  ^/'^J^Cen- 
military  iJibuncs.  •' 

While  the  Confuls  had  the  Charge  of  that  Enu-  F^f'-^i""^ 

meration,   nil   their  Bnfincfs  in   that  Article  w^sf^^^^^^"' 

for  5^ 

only  to  take  an  exa6i  Account  of  the  Names,  E- 
dates,  Ages,  and  Conditions  of  all  the  Mafters  of 
FamiHcs,  and  the  Nam.e  and  Age  of  their  Chil- 
dren and  Slaves.  But  when  this  part  of  the  Ma- 
giftracy  was  difmembercd  from  the  Confullhip,  and 
made  a  Dignity  by  itlelf,  as  Men  generally  Itudy 
nothing  but  how  to  enlarge  their  own  Authority, 
the  Cenfors  took  upon  tlicm  the  Reformation  of 
Manners.  They  took  Cognizance  of  the  Behavi- 
our of  every  (Citizen  j  the  Senators  and  Knights  jt' J^^' 
were  fubjeft  to  their  Cenfure  as  much  as  the 
n.eaneft  of  the  Peoplcj  they  had  Power  to  expel 
out  of  thofe  Bodies  fuch  as  they  thought  unwor- 
thy of  being  in  them.  As  to  fuch  Pkbciri-ns  as 
thro'  their  Debauchery  or  Lazinefs  were  fallen' fto 
Want,  they  removed  them  down  to  an  inferior 
Clafs,  nay,  oftentimes  deprived  them  of  their  Right 
of  voting,  and  they  were  no  longer  reputed  Citi- 
zens but  as  they  were  Hill  liable  to  pay  their  part 
of  the  Tributes, 

When  the  Cenfors  made  their  general  Review  of 
the  whole  Nation,  there  was  not  a  Citizen,  but 
what  trembled  at  thp  figbt  of  their  Tribunal;  the 
Senator,  thro'  fear  of  beingdrivcn  out  of  the  Senate; 
the  Knightj  with  Apprehenfion  of  being  broke  and 
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deprived  of  the  Horfe  which  the  RepiiJ^lic  kept 
4br  him  >  and  the  private  Citizen,  with  Dread  of 
being  expunged  out  of  his  Clals,  and  removed 
down  to  the  loweft,  or  at  leall;  into  a  Ceiuury 
lefs  honourable  than  his  own.  So  that  this  whol- 
fome  Terror  was  the  Support  of  the  Sumptuary 
Laws,  the  Bond  of  Concord,  and  as  it  were  the 
Guardian  of  Modefly  and  Virtue. 

The  Repubhc,  by  means  of  this  new  Eftablilh.- 
ment,  enjoyed  a  profound  Rcpofe  in  the  Confulate 
of  M.  Fabius  and  Pofihumus  Alhutius.  Not  but 
that  fome  Tribunes  of  the  People,  always  reillefs, 
endeavoured  to  revive  the  old  Pretenlions  of  the 
People,  relating  to  the  Partition  of  the  Lands: 
They  even  threatned,  according  to  their  old  Cu- 
Itom,  to  oppofe  raifing  any  Soldiers.  But  as  there 
were  no  Wars  then  to  be  carried  on,  an  Oppofi- 
tion  which  Peace  made  ufelefs  and  ineffediual  was 
only  defpifed  ;  and  the  Senate's  Authority  grew 
fo  much  the  llronger  as  they  cou'd  then  do  with- 
out the  People's  Affidancc. 

All  was  quiet,  when  the  next  Year  in  the  Con- 
fulate o^  Proculu^  Geganiiis^  and  L,  Menenius^  there 
happened  a  dreadful  Famine,  vt^hich  occafioned 
Seditions,  by  means  whereof  a  private  Man  had 
like  to  have  got  Polleflion  of  the  Sovereign  Pow- 
er. The  Senate  imputed  this  Scarcity  of  Corn  to 
the  Lazinefs  and  Negligence  of  the  Plebeians^  who 
intoxicated  with  the  feditious  Harangues  of  the 
Tribunes,  were  alwavs  fauntering  in  the  Forura, 
and  inftead  of  cultivating  their  Lands,  wafted 
their  time  in  idle  Reafonings  about  State  Affairs. 
The  People,  on  the  contrary,  who  always  grum- 
ble at  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  the  Govern- 
ment, threw  back  the  whole  Blame  of  this  Dearth 
upon  want  of  care  in  the  Confuls.  But  thofe 
Magiftrates,  without  giving  any  heed  to  the  Mur- 
murs of  the  Multitude,  took  all  eonvenicnt  Mea^ 
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fures  to  get  Corn  from  abroad,  and  fent  C.  Minn-  I'iv.  1. 4: 
tins  upon  that  Commiflion.  ?■  ^."S- 

The  Senator,  who  was  an  a6live  vigilant  Man,  Oei.  ].  V 
fent  Commiffioners  all  over  'Tufcany,  but  with  all  c.  17. 
their  Diligence  he  cou'd  gather  but  a  fmall  Quan- 
tity of  Corn.     A  Roman  Knight,   whole  Name 
was  Sp.  Melius,  the  richcit  private  Man  in  the  ^ 
Commonwealth,   had  been  beforehand  with  him 
at  the  Markets ,   and  had  bought  up  moil  of  the 
Grain  in  that  Province. 

That  Knight,  who  was  yet  more  ambitious  Sp.  MelK 
than  he  was  rich,  flattered  himfelf,  that  in  {o^^^^^  AmbU 
general  a  Calamity,  the  People  would  fell  their  ^'*^' 
Liberty  at  an  eafy  Rate.  Corn  was  every  Day 
diilributed  by  his  Order  among  the  common  Peo- 
ple and  the  Poor  ;  and  with  a  Liberality  always 
fufpicious,  and  efpecially  in  a  Commonwealth, 
he  made  all  thofe  his  Creatures  Vv^hom  he  fed 
at  his  own  Expence  j  his  Houfe  quickly  became 
the  Place  of  Refuge  for  the  Poor,  the  Idle,  thole 
that  had  ruined  themfelves  by  Debaucherv,  and 
fuch  as  being  dcilitute  of  all  iSTodons  of  Honour 
or  Religion,  wou'd  gladly  fee  the  Government 
quite  fubverted,  provided  they  cou'd  but  any 
way  better  their  own  Circum fiances  in  the 
Change. 

MinuHus^  whofe  CommifHon  frequently  obliged 
him,  either  by  himfelf  or  his  Agents,  to  have  fome 
Intercourfe  with  the  EmiiTaries  of  Melius^  found 
our,  that  that  ambitious  Man,  who  alone  fuflain- 
ed  as  manv  Poor  as  the  whole  State,  made  ufe  of  * 

the  pretence  of  that  public  Liberality,  which 
drev/  Crowds  of  People  to  his  Gate,  to  form  Af- 
femblies  in  his  Houfe,  nay  fome,  whom  Minutms 
had  probably  gained,  brought  him  Information, 
that  a  great  quantity  of  Arms  ufed  to  be  carried 
thither  by  Night. 

He  afterwards  learnt  that  there  was  a  Confpi- 
racy  laid  to  change  the  Form  of  the  Government  j 

B  b  that: 
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that  the  Delign  was  ah'eady  concerted  j  that  Me- 
lius afpired  to  the  Royalty.  5  that  the  People,  fe- 
duced  by  his  Liberalities,  were  to  take  up  Arms 
in  his  Favour  >  and  that  even  fome  Tribunes  were 
prevailed  upon  by  Money  to  fell  the  Public  Li- 
berty. 

MinutiuSj  having  difcovered  thejwhole  Secret  of 
this  Confpiracy,  immediately  gave  an  Account  of 
it  to  the  Senate.    Heavy  Reproaches  were  thrown 
upon  the  Confuls  of  the  preceding  Year,  and  on  ^uri' 
fear  of      tius  Agrippa  Menenius^  who  fucceeded  them  in  that 
Rome       Dignity,  for  not  having  prevented  and  punifhed 
^^'^'         the  ill  Defigns  of  Melius,    ^intius  replyed,  that 
neither  his  PredecefTors,  his  Colleague,  nor  him- 
felf  wanted  either  Courage  or  Refolution  to  pu- 
ni{h  fo  horrid  an  Attempt ;   but  that  every  body 
knew  the  Confular  Authority  was  in  a  manner  an- 
nihilated by  the  exceflive  Power  ufurped  by  the 
Tribunes  5   that  an  Appeal  to  the  People  wou'd 
put  a  ftop  to  all  their  Profecutions ,  and  that  if 
ever  the  Bulinefs  was  brought  before  an  Aflembly, 
Melius  wou'd  infallibly  efcape  from  juftice,  by 
Favour  of  the  Multitude  that  adored  him>   that: 
in  the  prefent  Danger  of  the  Republic  they  flood 
in  need  of  a  Di6tator,  that  is  to  fay  of  an  abfolute 
Magiftrate  that  fhou'd  be  equally  above  the  Lawsj 
•  and  the  Tribunes  of  the  People. 
X.  Quin-       His  Advice  being  unanimoufly  approved ,  he 
tius  ap-     named  L.  ^intius^  who  notwithftanding  his  great 
^miLrv  ^g^  ^^^^  ^^^^  Mailer  of  a  Courage  and  Refolution,: 
c<^ainft  *  proportionable  to  that  Supreme  Magiflracy. 
Sp.  Meli-       The  next  Day  he  placed  Corps  of  Guards  in  all 
**^*  parts  of  the  City,   as  if  the  Enemy  had  already 

been  at  the  Gates  of  i?£i;/;i?.  This  Precaution  fur- 
priied  all  that  knew  nothing  of  the  Confpiracy ', 
every  body  enquired  the  Reafon  of  this  Novelry, 
and  why  a  Dictator  fhou'd  be  named  in  the  miuft 
of  Peace.  But  Melius  plainly  fawThat  Supreme 
Magillrate  was  fet  up  only  againil  him }  he  doubled 

his 
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his  Liberalities,  to  ftrcngthcn  hitHfelf  againll  the 
Senate  with  the  Ailiftance  of  the  Multiti.de.  The 
Di6):ator  finding  that  nothing  but  a  Itroke  of  Au- 
thority cou'd  cruili  (o  dangerous  a  FJot,  caufed 
the  Tribunal  to  be  brought  into  the  Forum^  and 
afccndcd  it  guarded  by  his  Li61:ors  armed  with 
their  Axes,  and  with  all  the  Majefty  of  the  Sove- 
reign Power.  He  then  (ent  Servilius^  his  Mailer 
of  the  Horfe,  to  cite  Melius  to  appear  before 
him.  Melius,  furprized  and  uncertain  whac 
Courfe  to  take,  delayed  to  obey,  and  fought  to 
make  his  Efcape.  Servilius  commanded  a  Lictor 
to  arreft  him  >  and  that  Officer  having  executed 
the  Orders  of  the  General  of  the  Horfe,  Melius 
cries  our,  that  the  Senate  wanted  to  deftroy  him 
only  out  of  Jealoufy,  and  becaufe  he  had  confc- 
crated  his  Eltate  to  the  Relief  of  the  People  j  he 
therefore  implores  the  Afliilance  of  the  Multitude, 
and  conjures  his  Friends  not  to  (u^tv  him  to  be 
murdered  in  their  prefence.  The  People  rife  5  they 
encourage  one  another;  and  refcue  him  out  of  the 
Li6tor's  Hands.  Melius  threv^himfcif  into  the 
Crowd  to  efcape  ServiUi'Ss  Purfuit  j  but  as  he  was 
endeavouring  to  ftir  up  a  Sedition,  Servilius  run  Sp.  Mej!- 
him  thro'  with  his  Sword  j  and,  all  covered  with  "^  i///V. 
his  Blood,  appeared  before  the  Di6i:ator,  and  told  p^"  "^^ 
him,  he  himfelf  had  punifiiicd  a  Citizen  who  had  7^!- 
refufed  to  obey  his  Orders. 

'  I  expefted  no  Icfs  from  you,  replied  that  ge- 
'  nerous  Old  Man  j  you  have  by  this  ACiion  fe- 
*  cured  the  Public  Liberty.'  He  then  caufed  Me- 
Lius's  Houfe  to  be  razed  to  the  Ground  >  prodi- 
gious Quantities  of  Corn  were  found  there  fiillg 
which  the  Di6t:ator  ordered  to  be  fold  to  the  Peo- 
ple at  low  Rates,  that  they  might  not  feel  the 
lofs  of  Melius.  It  was  for  the  'ame  reafon,  that; 
the  Head  of  the  Confpiiacy  being  taken  off,  that: 
prudent  Magillrate  did  not. think  it  proper  to  en- 
^Lure  after  his  Adherents,  for  fear  he  fliou'd  ^r\c. 
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too  raanv  guilty,  and  lb  carry  the  Plot  into  A£lion 
by  going  about  to  puniili  all  the  Confpirators  too   . 
feverely. 

But   the   Tribunes   of  the   People,   imagining 
their  Crime  was  unknown  becaufe  it   was  unpu- 
niflied,  took  occafion  from  the  Di61ator's  Indul- 
gence to  fall  into  Invedivcs  againft  himj  and  ef- 
Ipecially  againil  the  General  of  the  Horfe,   who 
without  '^he  leall  formality  of  Jullicc,  or  fo  much 
as  the  Order  of  his  Superior,  had  killed  a  Citizen 
in  the  very  Heart  of' his  Country.     Thofe  Magi- 
ftrates  loudly  threatned  to  make   him  anfwer  fe- 
verely for  it,  as  foon  as  ever  the  Di61'ator  was  out 
of  his  Poftj  they  talked  of  no  lefs  than  throwing 
him  down  from  the  top  of  the  'Tarpe'ian  Rock  as 
a  Tyrant.     Never  was  rhe  College  of  Tribunes 
known  to  be  fo  thoroughly  provoked  againft  the 
Senate  J  they  obilirately  oppofed  the  Election  of 
Confuls  :    And  the  Patricians  to  avoid  a  Tumult 
were  forced  to  be  fatisfied  with  creating  only  Mi- 
litary Tribunes. 

Some  Tribunes  of  the  People  flattered  them- 
felves,  that  they  fhou'd  have  a  great  Sway  in  this 
Eleftion  j  but  notwithftanding  all  their  Cabals, 
the  People,  contented  with  being  allowed  to  ftand 
Candidates,  gave  all  their  Votes  to  Patricians  of 
known  Valour  and  Capacity,  among  whom  was 
L.  ^intius  the  Son  of  the  Didator  who  had  juit 
taken  off  Melius. 

The  Wars  which  arofe  againft  the  Ve'ientcs  and 
Voljci^  fufpendcd  the  Rancour  of  the  Tribunes  a- 
gainft  Scrvilius;  nothing  was  thought  of  but  how 
to  deal  with  the  Enemy ;  and  a  Rumour  being 
fpread  abr:)ad,  that  all  the  Nations  of  Tufcany 
were  to  rake  Arms  in  favour  of  the  Ve'ientes^  Ma- 
MERCus^MiLius,  a  Man  ilkiftrious  both  in  Peace 
and  War,  was  raifed  to  the  Diftatorlliip,  a  Dig- 
nity which  he  had  already  enjoyed,  and  in  which 
he  had  acquired  great  Gloiy  againft  the  fame  Ene- 
mies. 
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mies.     But   the   News   of  this   dreadful   League 
proving  filfc,   and  JE,MUAUi,  finding  himfelf  de-  -Smillus 
ceived  in  his  Hopes  of  iignalizing  his  fecond  Di-  ^of^fifi" 
6tator{hip  by  a  new  Vi6bory,  was  vefolved  how-  ^/^f^"'^^ 
ever  to  leave  fome  Monument  of  his  Zeal  for  the  ibMs/k/js. 
Pubhc  Liberty.     He  oblcrved  to  the  People  in  a 
general  Aflembly,  that  their  Anceftors,  in  order  to 
preferve  their  Freedom,  had  eilablilLi'd  in  the  Re- 
public no  Office  whole  Authority  and  Functions 
lliou'd  lalf  for  above  a  Year;    that  they  had  not 
remcmber'd  fo  wii'e  a  Precaution  in  the  Creation 
of  the  Cenlbrs,  who  had  been  allowed  a  five  Years 
Magill::  acy ;  that  during  an  Authority  of  fo  long 
continuance,  they  might  have  ieifure  to  abufe  it, 
to  make  themfclves  Creatures,  and  fo  opprels  the 
Liberty  of  their  Country;  and  hcpropofed  to  make 
a  Law  for  fhortening  the  durarion  of  that  Office, 
and  for  regulating  that  none  Hiou'd  enjoy  it  above 
a  Year  and  an  half 

This  Difcourfe  was  received  with  great  Ap-  Liv.  1. 4. 
plaufe,  efpecially  by  the  People.  It  was  added  af- 
terwards to  this  Law,  that  no  Senator  fhou'd  ever 
have  the  Cenforlliip  twice  in  his  Life,  tho'  he  had 
behaved  himfelf  in  his  firil;  with  the  Approbation 
of  his  Fellow-Citizens ;  and  for  fear  that  Dignity 
being  left  in  the  Hands  of  one  fingle  Man  fhou'd 
make  him  too  powerful,  it  was  farther  decreed, 
that  if  one  of  the  Cenfors  happened  to  dye  or  re- 
fign  his  Office,  the  other  fiiou'd  not  hold  it,  nor 
even  get  a  Colleague  fubiiitutcd  in  the  others 
room;  and  that  in  the  Election  of  Cenfors,  tlio' 
a  Man  had  the  Majority  of  Voices,  he  fhou'd  not 
be  declared  Cenfor,  if  his  Colleague  wanted  the 
neceffary  Number  ;  that  the  Eledion  of  both 
fhou'd  be  begun  again,  till  in  the  fame  Scrutiny 
they  had  all  the  Votes  requifite  to  their  being 
Both  acknowledged  Cenfors  together  :  Precau- 
tions which  this  Nation  fo  jealous  of  its  Liberty 

B  b  3  thought 
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thought  neceOary  to  take  sgainft  the  Brigues  and 

Cabals  of  the  Patricians. 

The  Senate  coa'd  not  without  a  fecret  Difcon- 
tent  fee  the  Di61:ator  lefien  the  Power  of  a  Ma- 
giftracy  peculirir  to  their  Order.      C  Furius  and 
J\L  Gegan:uSi  the  Cenfors  that  Year,  ihewed  their 
Refentment  of  this  fr.juiy,  without  regard  to  the 
^milius    Merit  and  Services  of  ^Emilius.     That  Di6Vator 
■degra:icd    \^^^  ^^^  fooner  abdicated  his  Dignity,  but  in  virtue 
^j//^^C^;/- ^^^  ^1^^  Power  belonging  to  the  Cenforfhip,  they 
cut  fo  iiluftrious  a  Man  out  of  his  Tribe,  and  re- 
moved him  down  to  the  lad  5  took  from  him,  as 
from  a  fcandalous  Wretch,  the  Privilege  of  Vo- 
ting, and  loaded  hmi  with  a  Tribute  eight  times 
greater  than  he  ufed  to  pay.     Bat  this  Perfecu- 
tion,   inilead  of  diihonouring  him,   gave   him   a 
new  Luftrej   all  tiie  Shame  of  this  Revenge  fell 
back   upon  the  AucJT^rs  :   The  People   with  In- 
dignation purfued  them  into  the  Fonim^  and  had 
torn  them  to  pieces  if  ^Emilius  had  not  been  fo 
generous  as  to  five  them. 
1'hefri-         l"he  Tribunes  of  the  People  laid  hold  of  this 
bunes  ex-    Qccaiion  to  ftir  up  the  People's  Animofity  againft.  1 
ihTth     ^^'"^  '^^'^■'■^^^  af"i'e'^i-     They  cried  in  all  the  Affem-  | 
hdH  no      blies,  that  it  was  no  wonder  the  Patricians  fliou'd 
Share  in    ulc  the  People  ill,   when  out  of  their  Hatred  to 
the  Public  ,-|-,e  Pkheians   they  ^id  not  blufh   at  depriving  a 
Offi'Ces.      Senator,  a  Confular,  one  that  had  been  honoured 
with  two  Didatorfhips,  of  the  Right  of  a  Ci- 
tizen, only  for  having  propofed  a  Law,   which 
tho'  it   diminifhed   their  Authority,  fecured   the 
Public  Liberty.    Such  Difcouifes,  repeated  by  the 
Tribunes  in  moft  of  the  Afiemblies,  kept  up  the 
Rancour  in  the  Spirits  of  the  People,  who  tolhew 
their  Refentment  againil  the  Senate  wou'd  never 
^ive  their  Confent   to  the  Ele6l:ion  of  Confuls; 
.    they  were  again  obliged  to  chufe  Military  Tri- 
bunes :   It  was  indeed  the  fame  Dignity  ard  the 
fhms  OfHcCi,  tho'  with  a  difFercnc  Title  >  but  the 
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Privilege  which  the  People  had  of  rejecting  the 
Confulare,  and  the  Liberty  they  were  allowed  of 
Handing  Candidates  in  the  Eledtions  for  the  Mi- 
litary Tribunefhip,    made   the  Tribunes   of  the 
People,  who  afpired  to  that  Poft,  forget  nothing 
that  might  induce  the  People  to  demand  Military 
Tribunes  5  neverthelefs  in  fpite  of  all  their  Intereft, 
the  People,  ftill  prepofTeifed  in  Favour  of  the  Nobi- 
lity, as  to  their  Capacity  in  Government,  and  the  Tear  of 
Command  of  Armies,  gave  their  Voices  again  to  ^om^ 
Patricians.  ^20,  and 

'121  , 

This  Preference  turned  the  Complaints  and 
Refentment  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  People  wholly 
againft  the  Multitude  5  they  publickly  threaten'd 
them,  that  they  wou'd  fling  up  the  Care  of  their 
Interefts.  '  Will  the  Fear  you  are  under  of  the 
'  Power  of  the  Nobles,  faid  they  in  their  Ha- 
'  rangues,  keep  you  in  a  perpetual  Subjeftion  to 
'  their  Will  ?  In  the  Eledion  of  Military  Tri- 
'  bunes,  when  you  are  free  to  give  your  Votes 
'  how  you  pleafe,  why  do  you  never  remember, 
*  neither  yourfelves,  nor  your  Magiftrates?  Know 
'  that  there  ought  to  be  great  Rewards  to  encou- 
'  I'age  great  Souls.  And  if  motives  of  Gratitude 
'  will  have  no  Effe£t  upon  you,  at  leafl  be  afraid 
'  left  difheartned  by  your  Indifference,  we  fhou'd 
'  in  our  turn  leave  you  a  Prey  to  the  Infolence 
'  and  Tyranny  of  the  Patricians. 

Thefe  Difcourfes,  which  the  Tribunes  of  the 
People  repeated  in  all  their  Aflemblies,  awaken- 
ed the  Antipathy  and  Ambition  of  the  Plebeians, 
Each  mutually  exhorted  the  other  to  defpife  the 
Intreaties  and  Threats  of  the  Great.  They  began 
now  afrefh  to  talk  of  the  Divifion  of  the  Lands, 
the  everlafting  Source  of  Contention  between  the 
People  and  the  Senate.  Others  propofed,  that  a 
Tax  Hiou'd  he  laid  at  leaft  upon  thofe  Lands, 
which  of  right  belong'd  to  the  Public,  and  the 
Money  be  employed  for  the  relief  of  the  People, 
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and  to   pay   the  Troops  during  the   Campaign. 
Thofe  among  the  Plebeians  ^  who  were  eminent 
either  for  their  Riches  or  the  Glory  they  had  ac- 
quired in  the  Wars,   refolved  to  ufe  their  whole 
Credit  to  raife  themfelves  to  the  Military  Tribune- 
{hip,  and  to  the  Supream  Authority  which  was 
affigned    to   that  Dignity.     The  Senate,   to  dif- 
perfe  this  Storm  which  was  gathering  againft  their 
Authority,  refolved  now  to  chufe  none  but  Con- 
fuls :    An  Office  from   which  the  Plebeians  were 
excluded  of  courfc,  as  we  have  faid  before.    The 
Wars  which  the  Mqui  and  the  Folfci  then  decla- 
red, favoured  this  Defign.     As  there  were  then  [no 
Plebeians  who  had  ever  commanded  Armies,  and 
none  but  old  Captains  and  the  chief  Men  of  the 
Senate  were  fit  for  that  Employment,  the  Peo- 
ple were  indifferent,  whether  Confuls  or  Military 
Tribunes  were  chofen  this  Year.     Thus  the  Se-    ' 
nate  being  left  Mafters  of  the  Eleftion,   it   was    ' 
foon  refolved   to  refloie   the  Confulfhip,  and  T. 
Tear  of     ^mitiui*l\\t  Son  oi  Lucius ^  and  C.  Julius  Mento 
Rome       attained   that  Dignity.      A   better  Choice   cou'd 
322"         not  have  been  made,  with  refpe6i-  either  to  Birth 
or  Capacity   in   the  Art  of  War.     But  Jealoufy 
and  Diviiion  arifing  between  them,  it  is  faid  they 
were  beaten  near  Algidmn.     The  Senate,  to  pre- 
vent the  Confequences  of  their  Defeat,  were  re- 
folved to  have  recourfe  to  a  Dictator.     But   the 
two  Confuls,   on  whom  the  Nomination  of  him 
depended,   coniidering  that  from  fupream  Magi- 
ftrates,  which  they  were  now,  they  fhou'd  be  re- 
duced to  the  mean  Qiiahty  of  the  Diftator's  Lieu- 
tenants, and  that  tho'  they  retained  the  Name  of 
Confuls,  they  fliou'd  have  but  little  more  Autho- 
rity than  the  General  of  the  Horfe  5   thofe  two 
Magidrates,  tho'  they  differed  in  all  other  rcfpefts, 
united  to  crofs  a  Nomination  which  they  looked 
upon  as  the  Deftruflion  of  their  own  Authority. 
And  tho'  News  came  upon  News  of  the  Succefs 
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of  the  Enemies  Arms,  they  cou'd  never  be  prevail- 
ed upon  to  name  a  Di6tator. 

The  Senate,  not  able  to  overcome  their  ObiH-  ihe Senate- 
nacy,  had  recourfe  to  an  Expedient  more  perni   irnplores 
cious  in  its  Confequences  than  the  very  Evil  they  ihe  Jjjifl- 
intended  to  redrefs.     ^  Servii'ius  Prifcus^  a  Con-  1!^^f,f^^'^ 
fular  Pcrfon,  turning  to  the  Tribunes  of  the  Peo-  againftthe 
pie  who  were  then  in  the  Senate,  exhorted  them  Conjuls. 
to  get  the  People  to  interpofe  their  Authority,  of 
which  they  were  in  a  manner  the  Guardianj;,  to    ^^^^  '  1* 
oblige  the  Confuls  to  name  a  Diftator.     Thofe 
Pkheian  Magiltrates    joyfully  laid  hold  of  fo  fliir 
an  Occafion,  to  raife  their  own  Authority  upon 
the   Ruin   of  that    of  the   Senate   and   Confuls. 
They  even  did  more  than  was  required  of  them, 
as  thofe  generally  do  who  intend  to  enlarge  their 
Power  beyond  its  due  Limits:  and  inflead  of  car- 
rying this  Affair  before  an  Aflembly  of  the  People, 
they  prefun^ed  in  the  very  Senate  to  order  the  two 
Confuls  to  be  led  to  Prifon,  if  they  did  not  imme- 
diately name  a  Dictator.     Thofe  two  Magiftrates 
fubmitted,  upon  theTerror  of  Imprifonmenrj  they 
promifed  to  name  a  Di6lator  j  but  they  complain- 
ed that  the  Senate  it  felf  had  debafed  the  Confular 
Power,  by  fubjefting  it  to  the  imperious  Yoke  of 
the  Tribunes.     It  is  certain,  That  chief  Bodv  of 
the  Republic  being  exafperatedagainft  their  Head?, 
and  minding  nothing  but  to  vanquifli  their  Obfli- 
nacy,  were  not  then  fenfible  of  the  Breach  they 
had  made  in  their  own  x^uthority.     At  length,  af- 
ter a  great  many  Difputes  between  the  two  Con- 
fuls about  the  Choice  of  a  Di6lator,  they  leferred 
the  Decifion  of  it  to  Chance,  which  proved  fa- 
vourable to   'f.  ^lint'ius;   and   he  named  his  Fa- 
ther-in-lav/  'P'ubertus. 

The  Diftator  immediately  lided  all  thofe  that 
were  to  ferve,  without  giving  Ear  in  the  lead  ci- 
ther to  Complair.ts  or  Excuies.  He  was  an  old 
Captain,  of  great  Valour  and  Experience  j  but  na- 
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rurally  fevere  and  even  cruel  in  his  Government. 

The  Power  of  Life  and  Death,  which  the  Dicla- 

torfhip  gave  him,  and  the  Knowledge  of  his  ftern 

Difpofition,  made  every  Body  run  obediently  to 

jr    ■        take   their   place   under  his   Enfigns.     He  loon 

defeated,    marched  forth  of  Rome.^  fought  out  the  Enemy, 

defeated   them   in   a   bloody   Engagement,   took 

Diodor.     j-i-iei,.  Camp,  and  led  back  his  Army  victorious  to 

Rome. 

The  Republic  for  fome  time  after  this  enjoyed 
a  profound  Peace.     But  a  Calamity  more  grievous 
than  War  fell  upon  Ror,is^   and  almofl:  upon  all 
Italy.     An   extream   Drought   occafioned   a   Fa- 
aiidPla^ue  ^^"^9  which  was  followed  by  a  dreadful  Plague, 
in  Rome,   that  (pared  neither  Man  nor  Beaft.     The  Romans^ 
Superpti-  naturally  fuperftitious,  after  having  in  vain  exhau- 
om  there-   1^^^  r^  ,-l^g  Applic.^.tian  of  Medicine,  had  rccourfe 
iipo..,         ^^  fupernatural  Aids.     A  foreign  Worfhip  was  in- 
Year'jf      troduced  into  the  City  3  the  Temples  and  the  very 
^  ome        Streets  were  crowded  with  People,  facrificing  to 
^"^°         Deities  unknown:    And  they  were  not  afhamcd, 
Livy  1.  4.  in  order  to  coniure  away  the  Diilemper,  to  apply 
12  Tabu-  to  Charms,  and  all  thofe  idle  Sunerftitions,  which 
£.^,.5       the  Weaknefs  of  Man  has  tound  out.     The  Se- 
nate, who  were  well  apprized  of  the  Danger  of 
Qlnnovations  in  Religion,  ordered   the  JEdiles  to 
put  a  flop  to  this  Diforderj   and   it   was  forbid 
by   a   public    Edift,    to   praftife    any   Ceremony 
which  was  not  lawfully  admitted  into  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

This  Calamity  being  over,   they  proceeded  to 
the  Eleftion  of  new  Magiftrates  j  and  the  People 
prevailed  to  have  MiHtary  Tribunes  chofen  with 
j^.',rr  ;;      ^j^g  Confular  Power.     But  this  Alteration  in  the 
.,^-;^  Government  was  not  fortunate.    The  War  break- 

ing out  afrefh  with  the  Veientes^  the  Tribunes  not 
very  well  united  among  rhemfelves,  were  defeat- 
ed, which  made  it  nccefiary  to  create  a  Dictator. 
C.  Mamergus  yEMiLius  was  pitched  upon  to  fill 
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that  eminent  Dignity.     His  Merit  and  the  Necef-  i^milius 
fities  of  the  State,   obliged   the  Romans  to  trull  YaZVhis 
the  Fortune  of  the  Republic  in  the  Hands   of  a  Uoderati- 
Man,  whom    the  Cenlors,  as   v/e   heard   before,  on. 
did  not  bluili  to  degrade  from  his  Tribe,  and  to 
brand  as  unworthy  of  the  Privileges  of  a  Roman 
Citizen.     The  Succefs  of  this  War  was  anfwera- 
ble  to  the  Confidence  which  the  Roman  People 
had  in  their  General.     Mamercus  tEmilius  in 
lefs  than  lixteen  Days  cut  part  of  the  Enemy's  Ar-  Zarof 
my  to  pieces,  made' a  great  Number  of  Prifonerj,  ^ome 
who  either  ferved  as  a  Reward  to  the  Soldiers,  or  ^^^^^  ^_ 
were  f^ld   for  Slaves  to  the  Profit  of  the  public  Flor.l.  i.' 
Treafury.     The  Dictator  after  a  folemn  Triumph  c.  12.  O* 
refigned  his  Office,  and  made  it  a  queftion  whe-^°^-  ^-  ^' 
ther  his  Moderation  was  not  yet  greater  than  his^'  ^^* 
Valour. 

Thefe  continual  Victories  of  the  Romans  only  Dijiur- 
ferved  to  fwell  the  Minds,  and  increafe  the  Am-  ]f^'^/^ 
bition,   of   the   Prime  Men   among   the   People,  ^^z^^^^. 
They  wou'd  not  hear  any  more  of  elefting  Con- 
fuls, '  becaufe  they  were  excluded  from  the  Confu- 
late,  tho'  allowed  to  put  up  for  the  Tribunitian 
Office.     Thus,  in  fpite   of  all   the  Senate  cou'd 
do,   they  were  obliged   to  comply  with  chufing 
four  military  Tribunes.     But  notwithftanding  all 
the  Endeavours  which  the  Tribunes  of  the  People 
iifed,  to  come  in  for  their  Share  in  this  Election, 
they  had  again  the  Mortification  to  fee  the  Patri- 
cians run  away  with  all  the  Votes.     It  is  impofli- 
ble  to  exprefs  the  Rage  and  Indignation  of  thofe 
PkMan  Magiftrates.     They  declared   publickly, 
that  it  was  better  to  aboliih  the  Law  which  gave 
the  People  leave  to  afpire  to  the  Poll  of  military 
Tribune,  than  to  fee  it  thus  evaded  in  all  the  E- 
iections  by  the  Cabals  of  the  Patricians',  and  that 
it  wou'd   be  lefs   fhame  to  their   Order,   to  be 
wholly  excluded  from  it,  as  they  were  from  the 
Confulfnin,  than  to  have  the  Privilege  of  Hand- 
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ing  Candidates,  and  to  be  rejefled  upon  the  Ele-  ; 
6tion,  as  incapable  or  unworthy  of  that  Honour. 
They  fell  into  Complaints  againit  the  People 
themfelves  ;  they  thrcatned  wholly  to  throw  up 
the  care  of  their  ]nterefts;  and  as  if  they  had  a 
mind  in  revenge  to  turn  the  Commonwealth  quite 
topfy-turvy,  fome  propofed  to  carry  part  of  the 
People  into  new  Colonies,  others  revived  the  old 
Pretenfions  relating  to  the  Divifion  of  the  Lands. 
There  were,  fome  demanded,  that  no  Citizen  fhou'd 
be  obliged  to  go  to  the  War,  unlefs  a  regular  Pay 
was  allow'd  him.  In  a  word,  there  was  nothing 
which  thofe  feditious  Magiftrates  forgot  to  trump 
up,  that  might  either  revenge  them  of  the  Nobi- 
lity, or  bring  the  People  by  the  Hopes  of  thofe 
Innovations  to  raife  them  by  their  Voices  to  the 
Dignity  of  Military  Tribunes. 

The  Patricians  whi  were  then  aftually  in  Pof- 
feffion  of  that  Office,  and  thought  it  a  Shame  to 
have  Plebeians  for  their  SuccelFors,  privately  a- 
greed  with  the  Senate  to  ^draw  out  of  Rome  the 
chief  of  the  People,  and  efpecially  thofe  that  af- 
pired  to  tlie  Military  Tribunefliip,  upon  pretence 
of  making  an  Incurfion  into  the  Lands  of  the 
Volfci^  who  they  gave  out  were  making  a  power- 
ful Armament,  and  during  their  Abfence,  inilead 
of  Military  Tribunes,  it  was  refolved  to  chufe 
only  Confuls.  Thofe  Magiftrates,  before  they 
left  the  City,  gave  the  care  of  the  Government 
and  of  prefiding  in  the  Eleftion  to  Appius  Clau- 
dius^ their  Colleague,  the  Son  of  the  Decemvir^  a 
young  Man,  fierce,  bold,  enterprizing,  and  edu- 
cated from  his  very  Cradle  in  an  hereditary  Aver- 
fion  to  the  People's  Power.  He  no  fooner  faw 
the  Tribunes,  and  moil  of  the  Plebeians  gone  into 
the  Field,  bur,  laying  hold  of  the  Opportunity  of 
y  -  their  Abfence,  he  proceeded  to  the  Eleftion  of 
Rome  Confuls.  C.  Sempronius  Atratinus^  and  C.  Fabius 
330.         VibuUniis^  were  chofen  to  fill  that  Dignity.'    And 
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the  People  and  their  Tribunes  at  their  return  found 
the  Election  oFthofe  two  Mngillnites  too  ftrongly 
fettled  to  think  of  reverfing  it.  They  turn'd  their 
Refentmcnt  ngainll  the  (.>i)n{uls  thcmfelves,  and 
endeavoured  afterwards  to  charge  as  a  Crime  upon 
SEMPRONiusrhe  ill  Succefs  he  had  during  hisCon- 
fuhirc  in  the  War  againft  the  Folfci. 

That   warlike    Nation',   who  had  long  fought  ^-'^^Ro- 
with  the  Roma/is  for  Empire  and  Dominion,  d^\.^  ^^T^/f' 
this  Year  make,  as  it  were,  a  final  Pufh  to  avoid  Volfci. 
receiving  the  Yjke  of  their  old  Enemies.      The 
Volfcian   Magiiirates   raifed   a   great   Number  of 
Troops,  made  choice  of  excellent  Generals,   and 
omitted  none   of  thofe  wiie  Precautions,   which 
may  be  looked  upon  as  the  fureft  Tokens  of  good 
Succefs.     Rome  fent  againft  them,  her  firft  Confui 
Sempronius,  a  Man  full  of  V^alour,  popular  and 
familiar  to  the  Soldier,  who  adored  him,  but  one 
that  was  more  a  Soldier  himfelf  than  a  Captain, 
and   that   made  War  as   if  Courage  alone  were 
fufficient  to  fupply  all  the  Duties  of  a  General. 
He  advanced   towards   the  Enemies  as  if  he  had 
been  going  to  a  certain  Victory,  and  marched  on 
with  a  Security  ever  dangerous.      The  two  Ar- 
mies foon  came  in  view  of  each  other:  The  Vol- 
fci had  taken  all  the  Advantages  that  the  Situation 
of  the  Place  wou'd  afford  them.    SexMpronius,  on 
the  contrary,  who  defnifed  Enemies  that  they  had 
fo  often  vanquiflied,  neglede^  all  thofe  iifeful  Pre- 
cautions j  and  as  if  he  had  been  fure  of  winning 
the  Vi£Vorv  only  with    his  Infantry,  he  left  his 
Horfe  in  a  Place  where  he  cou'd  receive  no  man- 
ner of  AlTin:ince  from  them.      The  Fight  began 
with  equal  Fury  on  both  fides.    The  Romans^  tho' 
in  Diforder,  advanced  daringly,   and  charged  the 
Enemieswith  their  accuftomed  Valour.  But  as  they 
fought  with  more  Fire  than  Order,  and  the  Vollci 
on  the  contrary  drawn  together  in  firm  and  clofe 
Battalions,  defended  themfelves  with  great  Cou- 
i  rage, 
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rage,  Fortune  began  to  declare  for  the  llJe  where 
there  was  mod  Difcipline.  The  Voljci^  led  by 
an  experienced  General,  prefs  on  briskly  and 
break  the  Legions.  The  Roman  Soldier  furpri- 
fed,  inftead  oF  offending,  thinks  only  how  he  may 
avoid  the  Attack  of  the  Enemy.  They  infenfibly 
give  back,  the  Confufion  increafes,  and  at  laft 
they  lofe  Ground  apace.  The  Conful  perceiving 
it,  haftes  where  there  is  moft  Danger.  He  fights 
•with  his  own  Hand,  and  tries  to  animate  his  Sol- 
diers by  his  Example  and  Reproaches,  but  in 
vain.  He  calls  and  he  threatens  3  no  Body  hears 
either  his  Voice  or  his  Orders  j  and  the  Soldier 
terrified,  fhews  that  he  fears  nothing  but  the  E- 
nemy  and  Death.  At  length  all  the  Legions  fall 
entirely  into  Confafion  and  Diforder,  and  the  Bat- 
tel had  been  quite  loft  if  Sex.  Tempanius,  an  old 
Prudence  Captain  of  Horfe,  had  not  propofed  to  the  other 
and  V dour  0?t\Q.txs  of  the  fame  Body  to  difmount  and  throw 
c/Tem-  themfelves  in  the  Front  of  the  Legions  to  bear 
P'"^"'-      off  the  {hock  of  the  Enemy. 

Sempronius,  who,  as  we  faid  before,  had  flat- 
tered himfelf  that  he  /hou'd  be  able  to  defeat  them 
only  with  his  Foot,  had  left  his  Horfe  in  a  place 
hemm'd  in   with  Bogs,   where  it  was  impoffible 
Val.  Max.  for  them  to  fight.     Tempanius  perceiving  this 
|-  3j  c.  2.  Pault,  and  the  Diforder  the  Legions  were  put  in- 
'  ■  ■^■^"  to,  leap'd  to  the  Ground  with  all  his  Comrades, 
and  addrefiing  himfelf  to  them  j  Follow  my  Lance^ 
faid  he  to  them,  as  if  it  ivere  a  Standard -,  and  let 
us  Jlos-w  the  Enemy ^  that  as  'ijoell  on  Foot  as  on  Florfe^ 
hack^  nothing  can  with[ia?id  us.     That  whole  Body 
of  Horfe  difmounted  after  his  Example,  and  foUow- 
.  ed  him.     Tempanius,  at  the  Head  of  this  new 
Infmtry,  marches  ftrait  againft  the  Enemy  and  re- 
llores   the   Fight  5   he   puOies   all  that  he  meets. 
The  Legions  at  the  fight  of  this  Succour  refume 
Courage,  and  the  Battel  is  renew'd  with  frefli  Fu- 
ry.   The  General  of  the  FoJfd  cou'd  not  con- 
ceive 
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ceive  whence  this  new  Body  of  Infantry  fhou'd 
come.  But  as  he  found  himfelf  prefs'd  by  them, 
he  fent  Orders  to  his  Troops  to  open  their  Ranks, 
and  give  Paflage  to  the  Body  which  TexMPanius 
commanded ;  and  then  to  clofe  their  Battalions  a- 
gain,  in  order  to  feparatc  thofe  new  Troops  from 
the  Legions.  The  Voljci^  in  execution  of  his  Or- 
ders, give  back,  feem  to  retreat  5  divide,  and  give 
PalTage  to  Tempanius  and  his  Troop;  who,  car- 
ried on  by  the  Heat  of  their  Courage,  and  imagin- 
ing they  were  following  Vi6lory,  and  a  routed  E- 
nemy,  rufhed  ftill  forwards.  But  it  was  not  long 
e'er  they  found  that  they  were  cut  off  from  their 
Fellows  by  fome  of  the  Enemy's  Battalions  which 
were  clofed  again,  and  had  pofted  themfelves  be- 
tween them  and  the  Roman  Army.  Tempanius 
did  his  utmoft  to  cut  his  way  back  thro'  them  and 
rejoin  the  Confulj  but  he  cou'd  not  break  their 
Order.  In  this  Extremity  he  fpied  an  Eminence 
which  he  prefently  got  Poflpffion  of, 

I'he  Volfci^  fancying  it  was  impoflible  he  fliou'd 
efcape  them,  immediately  affiil  him.  Tempanius 
defends  himfelf  with  invincible  Bravery;  and  this 
Diverfion  fiives  the  Conful's  Army.  The  Legions 
now  more  Hackly  prefs'd,  rally  again,  return  to 
the  Charge,  and  the  Conful  at  their  Head  ilrives 
with  furprizing  Valour  to  refcue  and  join  Tempa- 
nius. The  Volfci  (land  immoveable  every  where; 
and  the*  they  loft  abimdance-  of  Men  in  this  laft 
A6tion,  they  chufe  rather  to  be  killed  than  to  fly. 
None  give  Ground :  the  living  Soldier  fteps  into 
the  Place  of  the  Dead,  and  defends  it  with  the 
lame  Intrepidity ;  nor  cou'd  the  Romans  break  fo 
ftrong  a  Bulwark,  nor  pierce  one  Battalion.  They 
fought  far  into  the  Night,  without  cither  of  the  ' 
Generals  being  able  to  perceive  on  which  fide  lay 
the  Advantage,  and  nothing  but  Wearinefs  and 
Want  of  Light  parted  the  two  Armies. 

Sempronius 
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Sempronius  and  the  General  of  the  Volfci^ 
uncertain  of  the  Succefs  of  the  Battel,  and  both 
equally  apprehenlive  of  being  obliged  to  renew 
the  Fight  again  next  Morning,  left  the  Field  of 
Battel  as  it  were  by  Confent;  and  not  thinking 
themfelves  fafe  even  in  their  Camp,  retired  with 
Precipitation.  After  they  had  marched  all  Night 
each  towards  their  own  Country,  with  equal  Ter- 
ror, they  intrenched  themfelves  with  as  much 
Hafte  and  Care  as  if  they  had  ftill  been  in  fight  of 
each  other. 
Livy,  1.4.  Tempanius,  who  doubted  not  but  the  Enemy 
wou'd  attack  him  again  as  foon  as  ever  the  Dark- 
nels  was  difpelled,  was  very  much  furprifed  when 
at  day-break  he  faw  neither  Friends  nor  Enemies. 
He  cou'd  not  imagine  what  lliou'd  be  become  of 
two  great  Armies,  who,  but  a  few  Hours  before, 
flretch'd  over  the  whole  Plain.  He  firll  fent  out 
to  view  the  Volfcian  Camp,  and  then  that  of  the 
Romans.  Not  a  Man  was  to  be  found  in  either, 
except  a  few  wounded  Pcrfons  that  were  not  able 
to  follow  the  main  Body  of  the  A.rmy.  Tempa- 
Nius  was  defirous  of  being  himfclf  an  Eye-witnefs 
of  fo  ftrange  an  Event  j  and  after  having  taken  the 
neceffary  Precautions  to  fecure  himfelf  from  being 
furprifed,  he  viflted  the  two  Camps,  and  found  in 
each  an  equal  Solitude.  Thence  he  went  out  to 
the  Field  of  Battel,  which  offered  nothing  to  his 
View  but  the  Dead  and  the  Dying,  and  that  dif- 
mal  Image  which  is  left  in  fuch  a  Place  the  Day 
after  a  Battel.  At  length  hearing  no  News  of  the 
Conful's  Army,  and  fearing  to  be  furrounded  again 
by  that  of  the  Volfc'i^  he  took  up  the  Roman  Sol- 
diers that  were  wounded,  and  with  them  rcfumed 
the  way  to  Rome,  He  was  received  there  with  the 
greateft  Surprize  and  Joy  5  he  had  been  given  over 
for  loll  with  all  his  Comrades.  Some  that  fled  and 
were  got  to  Rome  before  him,  and  had  {ttx\  hiin 
cut  off  from  the  Army  and  furrounded  by  the  E- 

nemy 
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nemy,  had  not  failed  to  give  out  that  the  whole 
Body  of  Horfe  was  cut  to  pieces.  The  return  of 
Tempanius  and  his  Comrades  difperfed  thofe  falfe 
Rumours.  But  the  Tribunes  of  the  People  were 
refoived  not  to  lofe  fo  favourable  an  Opportunity 
of  deftroying  the  Conful.  The  People  were  a6lu- 
ally  alTembled  when  TempatsIus  arrived  at  Rome. 
They  obliged  him  to  appear  in  the  Aflembly  be- 
fore he  fet  foot  in  his  own  Houle}  and  Cn.  Julius^  Tempam-' 
one  of  thofe  Plebeian  Magiftrates,  asked  him  aloud  ns'r  Mode-^ 
whether  he  thought  Sempronius  was  fit  to  com-  ''^^'"^^  • 
mand  the  Armies  of  the  Roman  People;  whether 
he  had  found  in  the  lall  Engagement  that  he  had 
difpofed  his  Troops  like  an  experienced  General ; 
what  was  become  of  him  fince  the  Battel,  and 
where  the  Army  was  that  he  commanded  ?  /  ex' 
peSf^  added  that  Tribune,  that  you  wou'd  anfwer 
dirSlly  and  ivithout  any  Eva/tons^  to  all  thefe  Par" 
ticulars ;  inform  us  what  is  become  of  our  Legions^ 
whether  they  have  abandoned  you ,  or  you  dejerted 
them  •,  and  la-fily,  i-jhether  lue  are  VanquiJIoed  or  Vi- 
gors. Tempanius,  without  going  about  to  make 
his  ov/n  Advantage  of  Sempronius's  Diigrace, 
anfwercd  the  Tribune,  that  it  did  not  become  a 
private  Officer  to  pretend  to  judge  of  the  Oapaci- 
ty  of  his  General}  and  that  the  People  had  given 
their  Opinion  of  it  when  they  chofe  him  Conful: 
That  he  had  feen  him  fight  at  the  Head  of  the 
Legions  with  invincible  Bravery,  and  that  he  ex- 
pofed  his  own  Perfon  in  all  the  Places  where  there 
was  moll  Danger :  That  the  great  Diftance  be- 
tween them  after  their  Separation,  and  theConfu- 
fion  which  always  happens  in  fo  obilinate  a  Fight, 
had  kept  him  from  knowing  every  thing  that  paf- 
fed  where  the  Conful  was  engaged  >  but  that  he 
cou'd  however  alTure  them,  by  what  had  appear- 
ed to  him  in  the  Field  of  Battel,  that  the  Volfci 
had  not  loft  fewer  Men  than  the  Romans:  and  that 
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as  upon  his  Separation  from  the  main  Body  of  the 
Legions,  he  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  get  pof- 
fefiion  of  an  Eminence,  on  which,  notwithlland- 
ing  all  the  Aflauks  of  the  Adverfary,  he  had  pre- 
ferved  thofe  that  were  traded  to  his  Command  j 
fo  he  prefumed  the  Conful,  in  that  general  Difor- 
der,  had  gained  the  Mountains,  and  there  in- 
trench'd  himfelf.  Tempanius  then  defired  leave 
to  retire,  in  order  to  get  the  Wounds  drefs'd  which 
he  had  received  in  the  Fight.  The  whole  AjGTem- 
bly  gave  yet  greater  Praifes  to  the  Difcretion  and 
Modefty  of  his  Anfwer,  than  to  the  Valour  and 
good  Conduct  with  which  he  had  fought  againft 
the  Enemies  of  his  Country. 

The  People,  in  reward  of  his  Services,  chofe 
him  Tribune  fome  time  afterwards,  together  with 
three  other  Officers  that  had  diftinguithed  them- 
fclves  in  the  fame  manner.  In  this  Poll  he  gave 
new  Proofs  of  the  Gcnerofity  of  his  Soul.  For 
L.  Hortenfius^  one  of  his  Colleagues,  having  cited 
Sempronius,  after  the  Year  of  his  Confulate  was 
expired,  to  anfwer  before  the  Afiembly  of  the  Peo- 
ple for  his  Conduct  in  the  laft  Battel,  Tempanius 
and  his  three  Colleagues  refoUuely  undertook  his 
Defence,  and  intreated  Hortmfius  not  to  perfccute 
a  brave  General,  who  had  been  only  unfortunate 
upon  this  Occafion.  But  if  I  fiew  you^  replied 
Hortenfius^  that  this  Patrician,  isjhofe  Valour  you 
fo  highly  praife^  is  the  only  Catife  of  our  Defeat^  will 
you  oppofe  the  Jujlice  he  deferves  ?  Will  you  deftroy 
the  Power  of  the  Trihunejlnpi  and  turn  againjl  the 
People  themfelves  the  'very  Authority  which  ycu  hold 
only  from  their  Favour?  Tempaniiis  and  his  Col- 
leagues anfwered  him  with  great  Moderation,  that 
they  owned  the  People .  had  an  abfolute  Power 
over  all  that  bore  the  Name  of  Roman  Citizens  j 
that  they  paid  the  greateft  Reverence  to  that  Au- 
thority, and  would  never  make  a  wrong  Ufe  of 

the 
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the  Trufl  which  was  rcpo!cd  in  them  :  But  that 
if  the  Intreatics  they  miide  in  their  General's  be- 
half were  rejected  by  one  of  their  CoUengues,  they 
wou'd  change  their  Kabit  like  the  Pcrfon  accufed, 
and  fliare  with  their  Cuptain  either  in  his  good  or 
ill  Fortune.  Horter.fms^  llruck  with  their  Gene- 
rolity,  cried  out  he  wou'd  never  confent  that  the 
Roman  People  ihou'd  fee  their  Tribunes  in  mourn- 
ing. He  dropp'd  his  Impeachment,  and  declared 
he  wou'd  never  profecute  a  General,  unfortunate 
indeed  againd  the  Enemy,  but  who  had  found 
means  to  make  himfelf  fo  dear  and  agreeable  to  his 
Soldiers. 

The  Affection  which  four  Tribunes  of  the  People 
had  ("hewed  to  a  Patricia',:^  and  Hortenfins's  Corrt- 
pliance,  feemed  once  more  to  have  reitored  a  U- 
nion  between  the  Senate  and  the  People.  The 
State  feem'd  perfeftly  quiet  j  but  this  Concord  1  di- 
ed not  long.  In  the  Coniiilate  of  'T.  ^Antitis  C a-  Year  of 
pitoUnus  and  Fahius  Vibulanus^  new  Dillention^  a'-oie  ^ome 
with  relation  to  the  Ou^ftovfhip.     The  Oua^llors^.-^^;     . 

r^rr  1  1        -"^  t  ,-     I  .   1  ^  rr  "  07ltentt- 

were  Ofiiccrs  tha:  had  the  care  ot  the  pubhc  i  rea-  o„s  about 
fure  ;   and  the   firir  Foundation  of  that  Oiiice  is- //^^  M//- 
afcnbed  to  P. /^^/m;/j-  Puhlicola^  as  we  have  already  ^^'^n  ^t^- 
obferved.     That  P^/nV/.'j^  having  thought  it  con--' ^'^■^' 
venient  that  the  Public  Treafure  ihou'd  be  kept  in 
the  Temple  of  Saium^  chofe  tv/o  Senators  to  take 
care  of  it,  who  were  afterwards  called  Quxfrors, 
and  left  the  Choice  of  them  to  the  People. 

The  two  Confuis  above-mentioned  being  en- 
ter'd  upon  their  Orlice,  and  finding  that,  fince  the' 
Conquells  and  Aggrandizement  of  the  RepubliCj- 
thofe  two  Officers  were  not  fufficient  to  dilpatcli- 
all  their  Bufinefs,  propofed  to  increafe  the  num- 
ber of  them,  and  to  add  to  the  two  firftQu^ftorSy 
who  never  flirrcd  from  Rome^  two  others  who 
fhou'd  attend  the  Confuis  and  Generals  in  the  Ar-' 
my,  to  keep  an  account  of  the  Spoils  of  the  Enc- 
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mies,  to  iell  the  Booty,  and  above  all,   to  take-- 
care  of  theProviiions  and  Subfillence  ot  ihe  Army. 
The  Senate  and  the  People  at  firft  Teemed  equally 
to  approve  of  this  Propofiil,  and  the  former  rea- 
dily confented  that  in  the  Eleclion  of  QLicellors, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  Military  Tribunes,  the  Ro- 
man People,  if  they  thought  fir,   might  chufe  as 
many  Plebeians  as  Patricians.     But  the  Tribunes, 
ever  unjuif,  demanding  that  half  thole  Magiftrates 
Ihou'd  always   certainly  be  Plebeians^  the  Senate 
rather  than  fubmit  to  this,  broke  this  Dcfign  of 
the  Confuls.     The  Tribunes,  in  revenge,  renew- 
ed the  Propofal  of  the  Divifion  of  the  Lands,  the 
perpetual  Shift  of  thofe  feditious  Magiftrates.    Af- 
ter having  inveighed  with  great  Rage  againft  the 
Senate,  they  declared  they  wou'd  never  give  their 
Confent  to  the  Election  of  new  Confuls,   if  the 
People  were  not  allowed  in  the  Election  of  QuiE- 
llors  to  give  their  Voices  indifferently  for  Plebei- 
ans or  Patricians.     The  Senate  abfolutely  rcjefted 
this  Condition;    and  the  Obftinacy  of  the  two 
Parties  in  holding  to  their  Demands,   threw  the 
Republic   into  a  kind  of  Anarchy.     They  were 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  feveral  times  to  an  Inter- 
rex  5   a  Dignity  which   was   but  for   five  Days. 
Nay,  the  Tribunes  often  oppofed  even  his  Ele6):i- 
on,  for  fear  he  ihou'd  nominate  Confuls  by  his 
own  Authority.     At  length  L.  Papirius  Mugilla- 
nus^  being  Inter-rex^  managed  the  Bufinefs  fo  art- 
fully, that  he  brought  both  Parties  to  confent  to 
the  chufing  of  Military  Tribunes  inftead  of  Con- 
fuls, and  that  in  the  Eleftion  of  the  four  Qure- 
flors,  as  well  as  in  that  of  thofe  Military  Tribunes, 
the  People  might  give  their  Votes  as  they  pleafed, 
either  to  Patricians  or  Plebeians. 

The  Aflembly  for  the  Ele6tion  of  Military  Tri- 
bunes was  held  firft;  and  notwithftanding  all  the 
Credit  and  Intrigues  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  Peo- 
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pie,  four  Patricians  were  chofcn,  namely,  L.^in- 
tins  Cincinnatiis^   Sp.  Furius  Aledullinus^   M.  Man-  Tear  of 
lius^  and  A.  Sempronius  Atratinus^   Coufin  to  the  ^o'"^ 
Conful  oF  the  fame  Name:  The  latter  was  pitched  ^^' \ 
upon  to  prcfide  in  the  Election  of  Quceftors.    Afi-  Patrician 
'ttjfius^  1  ribune  of  the  People,  and  Pompilius^  one  ^ajlors. 
of  his  Colleagues,   put  up  the  one  his  Son,   the 
other  his  Brother,  and  demanded   the  Quseftor- 
fhip  for  them.     But  in  fpite  of  all  their  Cabals, 
the  Patricians  alone  carried   that  Dignity  \   and 
the  People,    though   incenfed   by  their  feditious 
Harangues,    had  not  Power  to  deny  it  to  Mea 
whofe  Fathers  and  Ancellors  had  been  honoured 
with  the  Confulfhip.     The  two  Tribunes  of  the 
People,  enraged  almoU;  to  Madncfs  at  this  Prefe- 
rence, and  the  Shame  of  a  Refufal,  cried  out  that 
it  was  impolliblc  the  People  cou'd  have  had  fo 
little  regard  to  the  Intreaty  and  Recommendation 
of  their  own  Magiiirates:   That  there  mull  infal- 
libly have  been  fome  Deceit  in  the  Scrutiny,  and 
that  A.  Sempronius^  who  had  gathered  the  Votes, 
ought  to  be  called  to  an  account  for  it.     But  as 
he  was  a  Man  of  known  Probity,  and  his  Inno- 
cence and  the  Dignity  with  which  he  was  then 
inverted,  fet  him  above  their  reach,   they  turned 
all  their  Indignation  againll  C.  Sempronius  his  Re- 
lation, whom  we  have  fpoken  of  before.     They  Sempro- 
revived  the  Profecution   againll;   him   for   his   ill  J^"^  w'* 
Condu6t  in  the  lull  Battel,   which  Hortenfius^  at 
the  Requeil:  of  Tempanius,  had  dropp'dj  and  he  ^'"' "-^ 
was  condemn'd  at  their  Suit,  and  that  of  Canu-  --^^ 
h'ius^  another  Tribune  of  the  People,   to  pay  a 
Fine  of  fifteen  Thoufind  Pence.    Their  Fury  was 
not  fitisfied  with  the  Shame  they  thought  to  fix 
upon  the  whole  Body  of  the  Senate,    thro'  the 
Sides  of  this  Confular.     They  continued   to  fill 
the   City   with   Troubles   and   Divifions,   either 
by  hindering  the  Eie6tion  of  Confuls,  or  by  re- 
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Tear  of  vivins  old  Pretenlions  as  the  Seeds  of  new  Com- 
Kome       motions. 

V^heTri-         ^^^   "^'^'^  Year  Sp.  Mecilius   fourth  time  Tri- 
bune!  who  bunc  of  the  People,  and  MetiUus  another  Tribune 
propofe^  the  ©f  the  People  a  third  time,  in  order  to  perpetuate 
Agrarian    ^f>»fn|>lves   in   the  Tribunefhip,   and    procure   to 
themfelves  a  kind  of  Empire  and    Dominion  for 
Life,  renewed  the  Propolal  of  the  Div ifion  of  the 
Lands  conquered  from  the  Neighbours  and  Ene- 
mies o^  Rome.     This  was  the  common  Bait  with 
which  the  moll  feditious  Tribunes  ufed  to  lure  the 
People.     Rome^  as  wc  have  faid  before,  built  up- 
on a  foreign  Ground,  depending  originally  upon 
the  City  of  Alba^  had   fcarce  any  Territory  but 
what  was  won  Sword  in  hand.     The   'Patricians 
and  thofe  who  had  the  greateft  Share  in  the  Go- 
vernment, under  pretence  of  renting  Parcels  of  it, 
had  got  into  PoflclTion  of  the  reft,  and  of  all  that 
ky  conveniently  for  them,  and  had  made  it  a  kind 
of  Patrimony   of  their  own:   Long   Prefcription 
had  concealed  thefe  Ufurpations,  and  it  had  been 
no  eafy  Matter  to  difcover  the  old  Boundaries  that 
feparatcd  what  belong'd  to  the  Public,  from  the 
Parcels  let  out  to  each  particular  Man.     Yet  the 
Year  of      Tribunes  were  for  difpoiTeiling  the  old  Proprie- 
■^°"^^        tors,  even  tho'  tlicy  had   raifed  Struftures   upon 
thofe  Lands.     An  Enquiry  fo  hateful,  flung  the 
chief  Famihes  of  the  Republic  into  great  Con- 
fternation.     The  Senate  met  feveral  times  to  think 
of  Means  to  fruftrate  fuch  dangerous  Propofals.   It 
is  faid,  that  Jpplus  Claudius.,   tho'  the   youngell 
^'^''  "-^      and  laft  of  the  Senate,   offered  an  Advice  which 
«^6.  was  not  difagreeable  to  that  Body:  He  faid,  that 

it  was  only  in  the  Tribunefliip  it  fclf,  ihat  a  Re- 
lief againfi  the  Tyranny  of  the  Tribunes  was  to 
be  found  5  that  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  gain  over 
only  one  of  thofe  Plebeian  Magiflrates  to  hinder 
the  ill  Defigns  of  his  Colleagues  by  his  Oppofiti- 

on. 
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on.  That  their  way  wou'd  be  to  apply  to  the 
hift  of  that  College  J  that  they  being  yet  but 
new  in  Bufincfs,  and  jealous  of  the  Authority 
which  iviecUius  and  Metilius  took  upon  them, 
wou'd  not  be  inflexible  to  the  Senate's  Careflcs, 
and  that  perhaps  they  wou'd  gladly  lend  their  Op- 
pofition,  if  only  to  lliew  their  Power,  and  make 
Tome  Figure  in  the  Government. 

This  Advice   was  unanimoufly  approved,  and 
jippius  was  highly  prais'd  for  having  thus  ftievvn 
that  he  did  not  degenerate  from  the  Virtue  of  his 
Anceilors.   Thofe  Senators  who  had  any  Acquain- 
tance with  the  Tribunes  of  the  People,  infinuate 
themfelves  into  their  Confidence,  and  lay  before 
them  the  Confulion  they  muft  breed  in  the  State, 
and  in  every  private  Family,  if  they  ever  enter'd 
upon  making   a  Dillindrion   between   the  Lands 
granted  by  Romulus^   and  thofe  which    had  been 
conquered  from  the  Neighbours  of  the  Republic 
for  almoft  four  hundred  Years,  and  had  in  diffe- 
rent Ages  f^illen   into  the  Hands  of  private  Per- 
{bns:    That  the  Defign  of  a  Law  to  make  a  per- 
fe6t  Equality  in  the  Forcune  of  all  the  Citizens, 
wou'd  dcftroy  the  Subordination   fo  neceflary  in 
a  State  J   and  that  the  Rich,   whether  Patricians 
or  Plebeians^  wou'd  not  fo  ealily  fuffer  themfelves 
to  be   Ibipt   of  the  Ellatcs   tliey  inherited  from 
their  Fore-fathers,   or  had   honeilly  purchafed  of 
the  lawful  Owners-,  and  that  fo  unjud  a  Search, 
wou'd  inmllibly  raife   a  Civil  War,   and  perhaps 
coll  the  bell  Blood  in  the  Commonwealth.     In 
ihorr,    what  wiih    Intreaties  and  Remonllrances, 
they  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  of  the  ten  Tribunes 
they  won  over  fix  to  oppoie  the  Promulgation  of 
the  Law. 

Mecilius  and  his  Colleague,  enraged  to  meet  Some  of 
with  this  Oppofition  in  their  own  Tribunal  and  the  Tri- 
Colleere,    reproached  their  Colleagues   as   Trav- '^^'^^■^  "^^ 

C  n    i  ^    ^    fofe  their 

^  '^  4  tors,  Colleagues, 
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tors,  Enemes   to  the  People,   and  Slaves  to  the 

Senate.     But  fpite  of  all  thefe  Abufes,  as  the  Op- 

pofiiion  of  but  one  Tribune  was  iufficient  to  flop 

the  proceeding  of  the  other  Nine,  and  there  were 

Ygar  of      Six  that  declared  againft  the  Reception  of  the  Law, 

Rome        Mecilius  and  his   Colleague  were  forced  to  defift 

337-  from  this  Enterprize. 

The  Senate,  by  means  of  this  Intelligence  with 
the  Majority  of  the  Tribunes,  remained  the  Di- 
rectors of  AjflPairs  the  following  Year  alfo.    L.  Sex' 
'    \      tms,  one  of  thofe  Tribunes,  in  order  to  make  his 
court  to  the  People,    having  propofed  to  fend  a 
7ear  of      Colony  to  Fola,  a  little  Town   which  they  had 
fcTs"^        lately    taken,    the    other  Tribunes    oppofed    it 
flrongly,  and  declared  that  during  their  Tribune- 
ihip,   they  wou'd  never   fuffer  any  new  Law  to 
be  oflFered,   that   was   not   firft  approved   of  by 
the  Senate. 

But  this  good  Underftanding  between  the  Se- 
nate and  Tribunes  lafled  not  long:  TheSuccefTors 
of  thofe  Magiftrates  of  the  People  foon  afterwards 
refumed  the  Profecution  of  the  Divifion  of  the 
Lands,  with  even  more  Fury  than  Mecilius  and  his 
Colleague. 
Pollhti-         The  jEqtii  having  furprized  F^ola^  the  Condu6fc 
^^^^jf'  of  that;  War  was  given  to  M  Pofihumius  ReglUenfts 
hh\ol-      ^^^  w^5  ^^'^"  military  Tribune,     That  General 
iicrs,         knew  how  to   make    Warj  but   he   was  llcrn, 
haughty,  proud   of  his   Birth  and  Dignity,  and 
carried  that  Diifin6lion  too  high  in  a  Common- 
wealth,  where   all   the  Citizens  reckoned  them- 
feives  equal.     That  General   laid  Siege   to  Vola^ 
or  rather  tried  to  take  it  immediately  by  Storm. 
\  The  Romans  in  thofe  Days  but  rarely  made  regu- 

lar Sieges:  Their  way  commonly  was,  firft  to  inr 
veft  a  Place  on  all  Sides  j  then  they  led  their 
Troops  to  the  very  Foot  of  the  Walls,  and  by  a 
general  Attack,  which  divided  the  Attention  and 

Forces 
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Forces  of  the  Befieged,  they  endeavoured  to  make 
themfelves  Maitcrs  of  the  Place.     Pofthumius^  be-  '^^^r  of 
fore  he  led  his  Troops  on  to  this  way  of  Aflault,    °"*^ 
which  was  called  Corona^  becaufe  the  Town  was  i^\yy  l  4. 
furrounded  on  all  Sides,  promifed  them  for  their  c.  49. 
Encouragement,  to  give  them  the  Plunder  if  they  Zonaras. 
took  it.     The  Town  was  wonj  but  Pojllmmius^-^-^^^' t^  \^ 
who  naturally  iiated  the  Plebeians^  of  whom  the  c.  22. 
greateft   part   of  his  Army  confiftcd,   broke   his 

word  with  them,  and  fold  all  for  the  Public  Trea-  Y"^^  ^^^^' 
r  '  ken. 

fury. 

Scxtius^  who  had  fo  much  Intereft  as  to  get 
continued  in  the  Tribunefhip  this  Year  alfo,  pro- 
pofed  fome  time  afterwards  in  a  full  Aflembly, 
that  to  make  the  People  amends  for  the  Ivlilitary 
Tribune's  Breach  of  Promifc,  a  Colony  fhou'd 
at  leaft  be  fettled  in  that  Place  of  thofe  who  by 
their  Valour  had  contributed  to  the  retaking  of 
it,  and  he  demanded  that  the  Phbifcitum  to  be 
made  for  this  Purpofe  fhou'd  grant  thofe  Soldiers 
the  whole  Territory  of  Vola.  To  intimidate  the 
Senate,  and  fo  make  this  Propofal  pafs  the  more 
ealily,  he  at  the  fame  time  renewed  the  old  Pre- 
tenfions  of  the  Diviflon  of  the  Lands,  which  the 
Tribunes  never  failed  to  trump  up,  when  they 
had  a  mind  to  make  the  Senate  uneafy,  or  extort 
fome  new  Privilege  from  them. 

All  the  People  applauded  this  Propodd.  Poji- 
humiiis^  whom  his  Colleagaes  had  fent  for,  that 
they  might  conjointlv  oppofe  the  Enterprizes  of 
the  Tribunes  of  the  People,  being  with  the  o- 
ther  Senators  in  that  AfTembly,  where  he  faw 
many  of  his  own  Soldiers  mingled  in  the  Crowd, 
and  demanding  this  Partition  with  great  Cla- 
mours :  Wo  he  to  ray  Men^  cried  Poflhumius  a- 
loud,  if  they  do  not  hold  their  Peace.  So  proud  a 
Saying,  tho'  in  the  Mouth  of  a  General,  offended 
the  Senate  no  lefs  than  the  Multitude:  Sext'ms., 

bold 
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bold  and  eloquent,  took  Advantage  of  the  gene- 
ral Difpleafure,  and  dircding  his  Speech  to  the 
People;  '  Did  you  not  hear,  laid  he,  the  Threats 
'  which  Poflhumius  gave  our  Soldiers,  as  if  they 
'  were  his  Slaves?  Can  you  after  this  doubt  the 

*  Hatred    and    Contempt   which    the   Patricians 

*  have  for  you?  And  yet  thcfe  infoleiit  and  cruel 
'  Patricians  are  the  Men  you  always  prefer  in  the 
'  Diftnbution  of  Dignities,  even  before  thofe  who 
*•  are  daily  defending   your   Privileges.     Do  not 

*  wonder  if  after  fo  ungrateful  a  Preference,  no 
'  body  will  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  take  care 

*  of  them.     What  can  any  body  expeci:  from  a 

*  weak  inconftant  Multitude,  who  reward  none 
'  but  thofe  who  infult  them  the  moil:  intolera- 
'  bly? 

tumult  in  This  Difcourfe  enflamed  the  public  Animofity, 
tbeJmy.  which  together  with  Pojlbumius's  Thre^ixs  ran  to 
his  very  Army.  The  Soldiers  were  already  but 
too  much  incenfed  at  his  having  deprived  them 
of  the  Plunder  of /^(j/<:5!,  contrary  to  his  Promifej 
they  no  fooner  heard  what  had  pafied  in  the  Fo- 
rum^ but  they  cried,  that  the  Republic  was  fo- 
ilering  a  Tyrant  in  her  Bofom  j  and  the  whole 
Army  was  .in  a  Commotion  little  different  from 
an  open  Sedition. 

P.  Sextius,  ^icejlor^  having  in  his  General's  Ab- 
fence  gone  about  to  arreft  one  Soldier  who  was 
more  mutinous  than  the  re(f,  received  a  Blow 
with  a  Stone  from  him,  and  his  Comrades  re- 
fcued  him  out  of  the  Hands  of  thofe  that  had  laid 
hold  of  him.  Poftbu/nins^  informed  of  this  Tu- 
mult, haflens  to  the  Camp  j  but  he  exafpcrated  the 
Soldiers  more  than  ever  by  the  Stridnefs  of  his 
Enquiries,  and  the  Cruelty  of  his  Punifhments. 
After  very  rigid  Examinations,  he  commanded  the 
moll  guilty  of  the  Soldiers  to  be  put  to  Death 
under  the  Hurdle -,   their   Comrades  furioufly  tear 

them 
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^hcm    from   thofe  who  had  feized  them,   and  fee 
them  at  Liberty ;  Thefe  are  new  Leaders  for  the 
Sedition :    The   whole   Camp   rifes.     Pojlhumius, 
tranfported   with  Anger,   comes   down   from  his 
Tribunal,   and    preceded  by   his   Li6tors   breaks  t-    , 
rhro'  the  Prels,  and   goes   to   lay  Hands   on  the  c.  50.     ' 
Criminals-,  but  he  finds  no  Refpe6t  left  to  his  Per-  Flor.  i. 
fon,  nor  Obedience  to  his  Orders  j  Force  is  oppo-  ^-  ^2- 
fed  with  Force,   both  Sides  come  to  Blows,  and  ^^^^  ^ 
in  this  Diforder  the  General  is  llain  by  his  own  339. 
Soldiers. 

However  odious  Pofiktimitts  had  been,  the  Peo- 
ple as  well  as   the  Senate  abhorred   fo   black   an 
Adion,  and  the  Confulate  falling  to  Cornelius  and 
L.  Fiirius  Medullinus^  thofe  Magiftrates  were  ap-   y,      v. 
pointed  to  try  the  Criminals,  and  to  inflift  an  ex-  Rome 
emplary  PunilTiment   upon   them.     The   Confuls  340. 
however  fhewed  great  Moderation  in  this  Affair > 
and,  to  avoid  exafperating  the  Spirits  of  the  Peo- 
ple,  refolv'd   to   punifh  only  a  fmall  Number  of 
the  moil  Mutinous,  who,  'tis  believ'd,  killed  them- 
felves.     Thofe  wife  fvlagiftrates  thought  it  more  Livy  1. 4. 
prudent   to  fuppofe  the  Army  in  general  to  be  in-  ^'  5'* 
nocent,  than  to  drive  them  into  an  open  Revolt 
by  too  i1:ri6l  an  Examination. 

It  had  been  happy  if  the  Senate  and  Confuls 
had,  to  fo  prudent  a  Management,  added  the 
Partition  of  the  Territory  of  Vola  among  fuch 
Soldiers  and  Citizens  as  had  remained  in  their 
Duty. 

That  had  been  the  fureft  way  to  have  filenced  Murmur- 
all  the  faftious  Complaints  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  ^^^^  "*- 
People,    and   to    have   mfenfibly  taken   off  ^\^^'v^^^2fe! 
Claims  upon   the  Public   Lands  and   Commons, 
which,  after  all,  it  was  almoll  impoffible  for  the 
Proprietors  to  juftify  their  original  Title  to.     But 
the  People  fuv  with  Indignation,  that  the  private 
Defign  of  the  Senate  and  Nobility  was  to  keep 

them 


3^0        The  Hijiory  of  the  Revolutions  Book  VI. 

them  always  in  Poverty,  as  well  for  the  fake  of 
their  own  Intereft,  as  to  make  them  more  fub- 
miffive  and  dependent.  And  the  Tribunes,  to 
feed  their  Refcntmcnt,  were  perpetually  decla- 
ring in  all  the  Aflemblie?,  xh-Xi  Rome  wou'd  never 
be  free  while  the  Patricians  kept  the  public  Lands, 
and  ufurped  all  the  Dignities,  of  the  Slate  to 
themfelves. 

Almoft  continued  Wars  againft  the  Mqui  and 
Volfci^  the  Plague  which  fucceeded  this  firft  Ca- 
lamity, and  which  produced  a  Famine,  took  the 
People  off  during  the  following  Years  from  giving 
Ear  to  thofe  feditious  Difcourfes.  But  Peace 
and  Plenty  were  no  fooner  reftored  to'  the  Com- 
monwealth, but  other  Tribunes  created  new 
DiHentions. 

Three   of  thofe  Plebeian   Magiftrates,   of  the 
Name  of  Icilius^  all  three  Kinfmen,  and  of  a  Fa- 
Rome        mily  in  which  a  Hatred  of  the  Patricians  was  he- 
344.  reditary,  undertook  to  deprive  them  of  the  Quse- 

Sp.  Icilius  ftorlhip,   which  till  then  had  never  been  out  of 
L  Icilius'  ^^^  fi'it  Order:  They  firft  obtained  to  have  the 
Eleftion  brought  into  the  Co?nrtia  by  'Tribes.     Af- 
ter having  fed  the  People  with  Hopes  of  fine  Co- 
lonies, and  the  Partition  of  the  Lands,  they  pub- 
licly declared,  that  they  muft  exped  none  of  thofe 
Benefits  during  their  Tnbunefhip,   if,  of  all  the 
Dignities  which  by  right  ought  to  be  common  a- 
mong  all  the  Citizens  of  one  and  the  fame  Re- 
public, they  cou'd  not  at  leaft  afpire  to  the  Qiije- 
ftorfhip.   The  People,  animated  by  their  Tribunes, 
Liv.l4-54.  gave  their  Votes  to  ^  Silius^   P.  ^lius  and   P. 
Id.  1.  6.     Papiusy  all  three  Plebeians^  who   were  the   firfl 
Quaeftors  of  that  Order  >   and   of  the  Patricians 

ola^m.  ^^'^^^  P"^  "P  ^°''  ^^^^  Dignity,  none  but  Cafo  Fa- 
"^  bins  Amhuftus  cou'd  obtain  it. 

The  Tribunes  of  the  People  look'd  upon  this 

Advantage  as  a  Victory  gained  over  the  Nobility. 

I  They 


Book  VI.   /«  ^Z-;^  Roman  Republic.  3^i 

They   flattered   themfclves  that   the  Qusertorfhip 
wou'd  now  open  them  a  way  to  the  Military  Tri- 
buneihip,  the  Confulate  and  the  Triumph.     The 
Icihi  cried  publickly,  that  the  time  was  at  length 
come  when  the  Honours  of  the  Republic  fhou'd 
be  iharcd  equally  among  the  People  and  the  Pa" 
tricians.     In  the   next  Election,  they  wou'd  noc 
even  fo  much   as  hear  of  the  Confulfhip,  only 
becaufe  that  Dignity  was  yet  referved  to  the  No- 
bles and  Patrici'ins.    The  Senate  were  forced  to 
confent  to  the  Choice  of  Military  Tribunes,  who 
indeed  had    the  fame  Power  as  the  Confuls,  buc 
whole  Dignity  was  more  agreeable  to  the  People, 
becaufe  themfelves  were  allowed  to  put  up  for  it. 
The  Icilii  particularly  afpircd  to  it  openly.     The 
Senaf,  alarmed  at  their  ambitious  Defigns,  annex'c 
two  Conditions   to   the  eleding  of  Military  Tri- 
bunes,   which   tacitly  excluded   the  Jcilii:     the 
firfl:  contained,  that  no  Plebeian  fhou'd   ftand  {ox  Becree  of 
the  Military  Tribunefnip,  when  he  had  the  (ame  ^'^''•^^'^'^^f 
Year  had  the  Officcof  Tribune  of  the  People;  the  g^^-^  ^^^ 
other,   that  no  Tribune  of  the  People  fhou'd  be  Tear  of 
c^  ntinued  two  Years  together  in  the  fame  Em-  Rome 
ployment.        "  344- 

The  Icilii  plainly  fiw  they  alone  were  the 
Men  the  Senate  aimed  at;  they  loll  all  Hopes  of 
arriving  at  that  firfl:  Office  in  the  Com inon wealth, 
and  when  they  had  loll  it  themfelves,  they  fecmed 
indifferent  whether  any  other  Plebeian  obtained 
it  or  no.  Perhaps  they  wou'd  even  have  been 
mortified  to  have  feen  that  great  Dignity  in  any 
other  Plebeian  Family,  before  their  own  had  been 
honoured  with  it.  Be  it  as  it  will,  no  confidera- 
ble  Plebeian  appear'd  as  a  Candidate;  and  the  Se- 
nate had  the  Cunning  to  get  ibme  of  the  mofl 
wretched  of  the  Populace  to  fland,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  asked  that  Office  for  Senators  and 
Patricians  illullrious  for  their  Valour. 

The 
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The  People,  difguftcd  with  the  Meanncfs  of 
the  Pretenders  of  their  own  Order,  gave  all  their 
Voices  to  the  Nobility;  and  C.  Julius  lulus ^ 
Corn.  Cojffus^  and  C.  ServUius  Ahala  were  declared 
Military  Tribunes;  but  they  did  not  long  enjoy 
that  Sovereign  Dignity.  The  Volfci  having  fet 
on  foot  a  powerful  Army,  the  Senate  according 
to  Cuftom  refolved  to  fend  a  Didator  againft 
them.  As  the  abfolute  Authority  of  that  Magi- 
ftrate  in  a  manner  fwallowed  up  the  Power  of 
all  the  inferior  Officers,  Julius  and  Cornelius  Mi- 
litary Tribunes  oppofed  his  Eleftion,  and  repre- 
fented  that  they  found  in  themfelves  fufficient 
Courage  and  Experience  to  command  an  Army, 
and  that  it  was  unjuft  to  deprive  them  of  a 
Dignity  which  they  had  fo  lately  obtained  by 
all  the  Votes  of  their  Fellow-Citizens. 

The  Senate,  exafperated  at  their  Oppofition, 
and  Refufal  to  name  a  Diftator,  had  Recourfe  to 
the  Tribunes  of  the  People,  as  they  had  done 
before  upon  the  like  Occafion.  But  the  Tri- 
bunes of  this  Year  obferved  a  different  Conduft 
from  their  Predeceflors;  and  tho'  they  were  over- 
joyed to  fee  this  Diflention  between  the  Military 
Tribunes  and  the  Senate,  they  anfv^'ered  with  a 
fcornful  Raillery,  that  it  was  a  Shame  for  fo  pow- 
erful a  Body  to  implore  the  Aid  of  beggarly 
Plebeians^  and  of  Men  whom  the  Nobility  fcarce 
thought  worthy  to  be  reckoned  their  Fellow- Ci- 
tizens; that  if  ever  the  Offices  and  Honours  of 
the  Republic  were  common  among  all  iht  Romans^ 
without  Diftin6lion  of  Birth  or  Wealth,  then  the 
People  and  their  Magiftrares  (hou'd  know  how 
to  force  a  Refpe6f  to  the  Senate's  Decrees ;  but 
that  till  then  they  wou'd  have  no  hand  in  the 
different  Pretenfions  of  the  Senate  and  the  Mi- 
litary Tribunes. 


Thefe 
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Thcfc  Conteils  drawing  to  no  End,  and  the 
Enemies  ftiil  advancing  towards  the  Frontier, 
Seri'ilius  Jhala^  the  third  MiHtary  Tribune,  de- 
clared pubhckly,  that  the  Good  of  his  Country- 
was  more  dear  to  him  than  the  Friendlliip  of  his 
Colleagues,  and  that  if  they  wou'd  not  fairly 
confent  to  chufe  a  Dictator,  he  wou'd  take  up- 
on him  to  name  one  hiralelf:  And  accordingly 
being  fupported  by  the  Authority  of  the  whole  ljv-.  1. 4. 
Senate,  he  named  for  Di61'ator  P.  Cornelius^  who  56,  57. 
afterwards  chofe  him  himfelf  for  General  of  the 
Horfe. 

The  War  was  not  of  long  Continuance;  the 
Folfcl  were  defeated  near  the  City  of  Antium', 
their  Territory  was  plundered,  and  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Prifoners  taken.  After  this  Expedition 
the  Dictator  laid  down  his  Poftj  but  the  two 
Tribunes,  difcontented  with  the  Senate  for  hav- 
ing deprived  them  of  the  Glory  they  hoped 
to  have  acquired  in  this  War,  inftead  of  propo- 
(ing  the  Election  of  Confuls  for  the  enfuing 
Year,  only  demanded  IVIilitary  Tribunes,  as  the 
moll  zealous  Tribune  of  the  People  wou'd  have 

done.  >;,,..;  ,    ; 

The  Senate,  who  wer€;;always  fearful  that  the 
People  wou'd  at  length  vbje  {wrought  to  give  thac 
Dignity,  either  to  their  own  Tribunes  or  to 
fome  of  the  principal  ^Plebeians^  were  touched 
to  the  quick,  to  fee  their  Intcrcfts  betrayed  even 
by  thofe  of  their  own  Order.  But  as  it  was  not 
in  their  Power  to  annul  the  Publication  of  the 
AlTembly  made  by  the  Magiflrates  of  the  Repub- 
lic, they  obliged  the  chief  of  their  own  Body, 
and  fuch  as  were  moll  agreeable  to  the  People 
for  their  Moderation  and  Valour,  to  demand  the 
Tribunefhip.  And  norwithftanding  all  the  Brigues 
of  the   Plebeian  Tribunes,   none  but   Patrkians  "^^"^  of 

were  '^''^^;  * 
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piodor.     <^e,-e  chofen  for  Military  Tribunes,  and  C.  Vale- 
^^'        rius^  C.  Scrvilius^  L.  Fur'mSy  and  Fabius  Vibulanus 
were  raifed  to  that  high  Office. 

The  Senate  kept  the  fame  Advantage  the  fol- 
lowing Year,  and   were  again  powerful  enough 
in  the  Eleftion  to  procure  the  fame  Poft  for  P. 
Rome        Cornelius^   L.  Valerius^   Cn.  Cornelius  and   Fabius 
347.  Amhufius^  all  Patricians^  and  of  the  beil  Families 

in  the  Commonwealth. 

It  is  impofiible  to  exprefs  the  Rage  and  Fury 
that  the  Tribunes  of  the  People  fhcw'd  at  fee- 
ing themfelves  fo  long  excluded  from  an  Honour 
to  which  they  were  capable  of  being  admitted. 
They  ■took  the  Opportunity  of  a  new  War 
which  the  Senate  wanted  to  make  againfl  the 
Ve'ientes^  to  wreak  their  Revenge.  The  Inhabi- 
tants of  Veil  had  carried  off  fome  Booty  with- 
out any  previous  Declaration  of  War.  AmbafTa- 
dors  had  been  fent  to  demand  Satisfaftion  for  this 
Infult  5  but  inftead  of  excufing  or  juftifying  their 
Incurfions,  they  drove  away  thofe  AmbaiTudors 
with  Contempt.  The  Senate,  yet  more  provo- 
ked at  this  infolent  Behaviour  than  at  their  Rob- 
beries, propofed  it  to  the  People  to  revenge  this 
Injury,  and  to  carry  their  Arms  into  Tufcany. 
TJhe  People,  poifoned  by  their  Tribunes,  fliew- 
ed  a  very  great  Indifference  for  this  Propofal. 
They  faid  it  was  not  prudent  to  engage  in  a  new 
War,  while  that  of  the  Folfci  was  not  yet  ter- 
minated j  that  the  Commonwealth  had  not  For- 
ces enough  to  withftand  two  fuch  warlike  Na- 
tions at  the  fame  time  5  that  not  a  Year  pafs'd 
without  their  fighting  fome  Battel  j  that  thefe 
frequent  Engagements  exhauftcd  the  pureft  Blood 
of  Rome^  and  cut  off  all  their  Youth ;  neither 
did  the  Plebeians^  who  filled  the  Legions,  draw 
the  leaft  Advantage  from  thefe  contmual  Wars. 

The 
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The  Tribunes,  on  their  fide,  cried  in  all  the 
AfTemblies,  rhar  the  Senate  pcrpetiiucd  the  War 
only  to  keep  the  Plebeians  out  of  the  City,  for 
fear,  if  they  were  at  Rome^  they  iTiou'd  revive 
the  juft  Pietcnfions  they  had  to  the  public  Lands, 
or  by  the  Numeroulhcis  of  their  Suffrages  raifc 
their  Tribunes  to  the  chief  Dignities  in  the  Re- 
public. '  And  in  ihorr,  fiid  thofe  leditious  iVla- 
'  gi Urates  to  them,  you  need  leek  your  real  E- 
'  nemies  no  where  but  in  Rome.  The  greateii: 
'  War  you  have  to  maintain,  is  that  which  the 
'  Senate  has  fo  long  carried  on  againit  the  Roman 
'  People. 

The  Senate  finding  fo  much  Repugnance  in  the  ■^^^^-''^ 
People's  Minds  to  the  War  with  \he  VeientesJo'';','^^^ 
thought  It  proper  to  wait  a  more  ravourable  Op-  p^y, 
portunity  to  regain  the  Confidence  of  the  Multi- 
tude, and  remove  the  Complaints  they  made  a- 
gainfb  the  length  of  the  War.  They  refolved  to 
provide  for  the  Subfiifance  of  the  Soldier  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  they  fhou'd  not  be  at  all  obliged 
for  it  to  the  Tribunes.  All  the  Roman  Citi- 
zens, till  then,  ufed  to  go  to  the  War  at  their 
own  Expencej  every  Man  was  forced,  out  of 
his  own  little  Inheritance,  to  maintain  himfelf  as 
well  during  the  Campaign  as  in  Winter-Qtiar- 
tersj  and  oftentimes  when  the  Campaign  was 
too  long,  the  Lands,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  poor 
Plebeians^  lay  fallow.  This  occafioncd  Borrow- 
ing, Ufury  multiplied  by  Interells,  and  afterwards 
Complaints  and  Seditions  of  the  People.  The 
Senate,  to  prevent  thefe  Diforders,  decreed  of 
themfelves,  and  without  being  importuned  by 
the  Tribunes,  that  for  the  future  the  Soldiers 
fhou'd  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Moneys  and 
that  to  furniili  this  Expence,  a  new  Tax  fhou'd 
be  raifed,  from  which  no  Citizen  whatfoever 
ihou'd  be  exempt. 
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Upon  the  firfl  News  of  this  Senatusconfiiltum^ 
the  People  were  tranfported  with  Joy>  they  ran 
from  all  Parts  to  the  Gates  of  the  Palace.  Some 
kiiTed  the  Hands  of  the  Senators,  others  called 
them  the  Fathers  of  the  People,  and  all  protefted 
they  were  ready  to  fpill  the  very  laft  Drop  of  theif 
Blood  for  their  Country,  which  they  now  looked 
upon  as  a  Mother  liberal  and  generous  to  all  her 
Children. 

In  this  univerfal  Gladnefs,  the  Tribunes  of  the 
People  were  remarkable  for  their  fullcn  and  envi- 
ous Countenances.  The  Union  of  all  the  Or- 
ders, hindered  them  from  making  themfelves  con- 
fiderable.  As  they  never  ihone  more  than  in  the 
Divifions  of  the  State,  they  gave  out  that  the 
Senate  bellowed  Largefles  at  a  very  cheap  Rate  5 
til  at  the  People  mutt  be  very  blind  if  they  did 
Kot  perceive  that  this  their  Pay  wouM  come  out 
of  their  own  Pockets  5  nay,  that  it  was  not  juft 
for  thofe  who  till  then  had  been  at  the  Wars  at 
their  own  Charge,  and  had  compleated  the  time 
of  their  Service,  to  be  taxed  to  pay  the  new  Sol- 
diers that  fucceedcd  them  in  the  Armies;  that 
for  their  Parts  they  were  firmly  refolved  never  to 
pay  this  new  Impofitionj  ^nd  that  they  offered 
their  Service,  and  the  whole  Authority  which 
their  Office  gave  them,  to  defend  thofe  who 
wou'd  follow  their  Example. 

They  hoped  by  means  of  the  Power  they  had 
over  the  Minds  of  the  People,  to  get  them  to  re- 
je6t:  this  Favour,  which  was  odious  to  them,  only 
becaufe  it  came  from  the  Senate.  But  a  certain 
and  immediate  Benefit,  and  efpecially  the  Exam- 
ple of  the  chief  Men  among  them,  who  readily 
paid  their  Contingents,  prevailed  above  all  the  fe- 
ditious  Harangues  of  the  Tribunes.  The  Senatus- 
confultum  was  ratified  by  a  Pkbifcitum^  and  the 
general  Confent  of  the  People'.    Every  Mlati  ran 

eagerly 
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eagerly  to  pay  a  flight  Tribute  proportion'd  to 
his  Eftate,  which  was  to  bring  him  in  a  confiJe- 
rable  Advantage  in  return.  As  there  were  in  thofe 
Days  but  little  coined  Money,  Carts  loadcn  with 
Brals  were  every  Day  feen  going  to  the  Treafary 
with  the  Contributions  of  private  Men,  which 
the  Trcafurers  received  "by  weight* 
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nje  Romans  invefl  the  City  o/"  Veil,  which  cofls  them 
a  'Ten  Tears  Siege.  Jt  Tribune  of  the  People  pro- 
pofes  to  make  that  City  a  fecond  Rome,  by  fending  * 
half  of  the  Senate^  of  the  Knight s.^  and  of  the  PeO" 
ple^  to  inhabit  it.  'The  Senators^  with  much  Strug- 
^lingy  bring  this  Defign  to  nothing,    Camillus  being 

attacked 
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attack' d  by  the  Tribunes,  leaves  Rome,  and  takes 
Refuge  in  Ardea.  An  Army  o/"  Gauls,  coynmand- 
ed  by  Brennus,  penetrates  into  Tufcany,  and  be- 
Jieges  Ciufium.  'The  Tufcans  beg  Succour  of  the 
Romans.  Thefe  latter  folicijt  Brennus  by  Ambaf/d' 
dors,  who  J  through  their  Imprudence,  oblige  that 
General  to  declare  JVar  again  (I  their  Country.  The 
Battel  of  Allia.  Rome  taken  and  binnt.  I'be  Siege 
of  the  Capitol.  Camillus  Dictator,  ^he  Gauls 
cut  in  Pieces.  Rome  rebuilt.  Manlius  Capitoli- 
nus,  accufed  of  afpiring  to  be  made  King  of  Rome, 
is  thrown  headlong  from  the  I'op  of  the  Capitol, 
After  a  great  many  Cabals  and  Stirs,  which  the 
Plebeians  had  in  vain  made,  to  procure  one  of  the 
Places  in  the  Confulfhip  for  their  own  Body,  they 
at  laft  obtain  what  they  fh  carneflly  defire;  and 
owe  this  Succefs  to  the  J'ears  of  a  IVoman.  Sextius 
is  the  firji  Plebeian  Conful.  The  Pranure:  The 
Curule  ifedility.  1'hefe  two  Nezu  Dignities  are 
appropriated  to  the  Patricians,  in  Exclufion  of  the 
Plebeians.  C.  Licinius  Stolo,  Author  of  the  Lex 
Licinia,  is  the  firfi  that  is  condcmn\l  in  a  Fine 
for  violating  it. 

E  S  I  D  E  S  the  Eafe  of  the  I^iv.  in  H- 
Peopie,  the  Senate  in  al]o:iing  lif. '"// 
Funds  for  the  Payment  of  the  "^  '  '^^' 
Troops,  had  at  the  iiime  Time 
a  View  of  enabling  themfelvcs 
to  carry  on  the  War  ftrther, 
and  maintain  it  longer.  Be- 
fore this  Regulation,  they  did 
not  fo  much  make  War  as  Incurfions,  which  were 
generally  terminated  by  one  Battel.  Thefe  petty 
Wars  lafted  not  above  twenty  or  thirty  Days, 
and  oftentimes  not  fo  longj  the  Soldiers,  for  want 
of  Pay,  not  being  able  to  keep  the  Field  for  a 
longer  Time  together.  But  when  the  Senate  Hiw 
it  in  their  Power  to  keep  up  a  regular  Body  of 
D  d  3  Troops 
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^ieze  of  Troops  at  all  times,  they  formed  greater  Proje<5ls, 
y*^"  r-  and  laid  a  Deiisn  to  befie^e  VeiL  one  of  the 
Rjme  itrongeft  Places  in  Italy ^  the  Bulwark  oi'Tufcany^ 
347,  and  vliich  yielded  to  Rome  neither  in  the  Valour 

nor  Wealth  of  its  Inhabitants. 

The  Tufcans  lived  in  the  Form  of  a  Republic 
like  the  Sabins^  the  Volfci^  the  Romans^  and  moil 
of  the  other  Nations  o^  Italy.  The  City  of  Fi^/i 
onlv,  which  was  the  moll  powerful  of  that  Com- 
munity, had  lately  chofen  themfelvcs  a  Kingj  and 
this  Change  in  the  Government,  had  made  the 
other  petty  States  of  that  Province  lefs  zealous  for 
its  Interefts.     - 

The  Romans^  inform'd  of  this  Indifference,  re- 
folved  ro  take  Revenge  for  the  Devaftations  which 
-^         the  Vc'ientes  had  made  in  the  Territory  of  Rome. 
After  having  put  an  advantageous  Conclufion  to 
the  War   againft   the  Volfci^   they  made  it  their 
whole  Care   to  raife  fuch   a  powerful  Army,  as 
might  be  anfwerable  to  the  Greatnefs  of  this  En- 
terprize, 
Dec.  1. 1.        ^--^'^1  ^c'^^s  us,  they  chofe  Eight  Military  'Tribunes 
3.  c.  I.     on  purpofej  which  had  never  been  known  before 
in  the  Republic,  tho'  other  Hiftorians  take  notice 
but  of  Six.     We  find  another  Difference  in  Au- 
thors,  upon  occafion  of  this  Siege:   Some  place 
the  Tribunate  o?  M.Furius  Camillus^  and  o?  Jppius 
Claudius  Crajfus^  in  the  348th  Year  o^ Rome-,  and 
others  fiy,  they  did  not  attain  that   Dignity  till 
Val.  Mar.  the  ^foth.   Neither  is  it  very  certain  whether  Ca- 
millus  was  not  rather  Cenfor  this  Year,  than  Mili- 
tary Tribune.     Whichfoever  of  thefe  different  O- 
pinions  be  right,  we  fhall  find  by  the  Sequel  of 
this  Hiftory,  that  thcfe  two  Magiftrates  had  the 
chief  Glory  of  this  War. 

Appins  was  Grandfon  of  the  Deccnrjir^  and  Son 
of  another  Jppins  Claudius^  who  was  military  Tri- 
bune in  jhe  ^lorhYcar  from  the  Foundation  of 
Rome.    This  Conformity  of  both  Names,  which 

3  we 
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we  fo  often  meet  with  in  the  Senators  of  the  Chii- 
dian  Family,  ihews  that  they  were  all  the  Eldeft 
Sons  of  their  Houfe,  according  to  the  Praftice  of 
Rome^  where  the  Eldeft  Son  always  bore  the  fime 
Name  as  his  Father}  whereas  the  younger  were 
diftingiiifhed  by  Names,  either  from  the  Order  of 
their  Birth,  or  from  the  Time  or  Hour  in  which 
they  were  named.  Appius  ftay'd  at  B.ome  to  curb 
the  Tribunes,  and  to  lupprefs  the  ufual  Seditions 
of  the  People;  Camilhis  in  quality  of  military  Tri- 
bune, and  afterwards  as  Didator,  brought  this 
Siege  to  a  happy  IfTue. 

We  may  judge  of  the  Strength  of  the  Place  by  Year  of 
the  Length  of  the  Siege,  which  laftcd  itrs.  whole  ^0"^^ 
Years,  with  various  Succefs.     The  Roman  Gene-  ?i    . 
rals,  rather  than  difcontinue  if,  built  Lodgments  ^/;;/^^. 
to  defend  the  Soldiers  agarnft  the  Severities  of  Win- 
ter.    The  Tribunes  had  no  fooner  heard  of  this, 
but  they  immediately  made  it  a  Pretence  to  raife 
their  common  Outcry  againft  the  Senate.     They 
(aid  in  every  AHembly,  That  indeed  they  always  <~,   ^  . 
feared,  the  Gifts  of  the  Senate  concealed  fome  hid-  ^,„;^j  ^^j^,., 
iitn  Poifonj  That  this  new  Pay,  which  they  va- «/^r. 
lued  themfelves  io  much  upon,   was  only  a  Bait 
which  the  Patficians  had  made  ufe  of  to  deceive 
the  People:  That  indeed  it  had  been  the  Price  of 
their  Liberty:  That  the  military  Tribunes,  by  de- 
taining the  Soldiers  in  the  Camp  during  Winter, 
•  had  vifibly  no  other  End,  but  to  deprive  the  Peo- 
ple's Party  of  the  Help  of  their  Votes:  That  the 
Senate  and  Patricians  would  now  reign  defpotical- 
ly  in  all  the  Aflemblies:  But  that  they  ought  to 
make  them  know,  that  they  govern'd  ^4en  who 
were  free 5  and  that  the  People  (liould  order  the 
Generals  to  bring  the  Troops  back  to  Rome  at  the 
End  of  every  Campaign,  fo  that  the  poor  Citizen 
who  daily  expos'd  his  Life  in  the  Defence  of  his 
Country,  might  enjoy  a  little  Reft,  have  the  Plea- 
iure  of  feeing  his  Houfe,  his  Wife,  and  his  ChiK 
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dren,  and  give  his  Voice  in  the  Eleflion  of  the 
Magiftrates. 
AppiusV        Jppius^  whom  the  military  Tribunes  had  left  at 
Speech       Romc  to  oppofc  the  Meafures  of  the  Tribunes  of 
againfi the  i\^Q   People,    being    informed   of  thefe  feditious 
EvTT    Speeches,  called  an  Aflembly,  and  complained  at 
c.  3,      "    firll  with  a  great  deal  of  Gentlenefs  and  Modera- 
Plur.  iti      tion,  That  the  Forum  was  become  the  public  Ren- 
Cam,         dezvous'of  all  the  mutinous  Spirits,  and  the  Thea- 
'^'  tre  of  all  Seditions :    That  the  Senate,  the  Magi- 
Itrates,  and  the  Laws  were  publickly  defpis'd  j  and 
that  the  Tribunes  of  the  People  had  now  nothing 
farther  to  do^  but  to  go  into  the  very  Camp  to 
corrupt  the  Army,  and  draw  it  away  from  its  Obe- 
dience  to   its   Generals.      He   reproached    them. 
That  theyftudicd  nothing  but  how  to  break  off  all 
Union  between  the  feveral  Orders  of  the  State: 
That  they  were  the  only  Authors  of  all  Divifionsj 
That  they  were  every  Day  fomenting   them  by 
their  feditious  Plarangues  -,  and  that,  greater  Ene- 
mies 10  Rome  than  the  Vc'ientes  themlelves,   they 
matter'd  little  how  the  Siege  went,  provided  they 
hinder'd   tlie   Patrician   Generals  from   obtaining 
Glory  in  it.     "  We  fhould  either  not  have  under- 
"  taken  this  Siege,  added  he,  or  we  fhould  con- 
"  tinue  it.     Shall  we  abandon  our  Camp,  our  Le- 
"  gions,  the  Forts  we  have  erc6ted  from  Di (lance 
"  to  Diliance,  our  Towers,  our  Mantelets  and  our 
*'  Gabions  J  and  fo  have  all  the  fame  Works  to 
"  begin  again  the  next  Summer?  But  who  will 
"  promife  your  Tribunes,  who  give  you  fuchwhol- 
"  fome  Advice,   that  all  T'ufcany^  facrificing  the 
"  Averfion  they  have  for  the  King  of  the  Vc'ientes 
"  to  the  true  Intcreil  of  their  Country,  will  not 
"  take  Arms,  and  come  to  their  Aillftance?  Can 
*'  you  fo  much  as  doubt  that  the  Feientes,  during 
''  the  Intermiflion  of  the  Siege,  will  put  Troops 
"  and  Ammunition  into  the  Town?  Who  can  af- 
"  fure  you,    that  they  will  not  even  be  before- 
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''  hand  with  you  the  next  Year,  and  that  grown 
"  fcronger,  and  provoked  by  the  Ravage  we  have 
"  made  of  their  Lands,  they  will  not  come  and 
"  plunder  ours?  But  what  Contempt  will  it  not: 
"•  bring  upon  the  Republic,  if  the  Nations  bor- 
*■'  dering  upon  Rome^  who  are  now  jealous  of  her 
*'  Greatnefs,  fliall  find  that  your  Generals,  fet- 
*'  ter'd  by  the  new  Laws  of  your  Tribunes,  dare 
"  not  finifli  a  Siege,  nor  keep  the  Field  a  Mo- 
"  ment  after  the  fine  Weather  is  over.''  Whcre- 
"  as  nothing  will  make  the  Roman  People  more 
"  dreadful,  than  their  fhewing  that  no  Severity 
"  of  the  Seafons  is  able  to  put  a  Stop  to  their 
"  Enterprizesj  and  that  they  are  firmly  refolved 
"  to  conquer,  or  die  at  the  Foot  of  the  Ene- 
"  mies  Ramparts? 

The  People,  prejudiced  by  their  Tribunes,  gave  Anaivan- 
no  great  heed  to  Jppius's  Rcprelentation  j   but  a  ^•■^,?f '<'-' 
Lois  which   the  Romans  fuffered  at   the  Siege,  p"-^"*  ^''^"^ 
brought  about  what  that  prudent  Diicourle  could 
not  efFcft.     The  Vc'ientes^  in  a  Sally,  furpriz'd  the 
Befiegers,  flew  a  great  Number  of  them,  fct  Fire 
to  their  Machines,  and  ruined  moft  of  their  Works. 
This  News,   inftead  of  deprefling  the  Spirits  of 
the  Romans^   infpired   them  with  new  Ardor  for 
the  Continuationof  the  Siege.  The  Knighrs,  whom  Year  of 
the  State  was  to  furnifli  with  Horfes,  offered  to  Rome 
mount  thcmfelves  at  their  own  Expence.  ThePeo-35o- 
pie  after  their  Example  cried  out,  they  were  ready  Cg^j^';]]" 
to  march  to  fupply  the  Places  of  the  Soldiers  that  v.  OroC 
were  loft,  and  fwore  they  would  never  leave  the  1-2.0.19. 
Camp  till  the  City  was  taken.     The  Senate  gave_. 
great  Praifes  to  All.     It  was  refolved  to  allow  Fay  r] now  for 
to  all  the  Voluntiers  that  would  go  to  the  Siege,  thefir'ji 
At  the  fame  Time  they  Hjttlcd  a  particular  Pay  for  time  paid 
the  Horfe,  and   this  was  the  firfl  Time  that  the  J'^J^f/'^ 
Cavalry  was  paid  out  of  the  public  Treafury.  Treafun, 

The  Tribunes  of  the  People  fiw,  not  without  ,  . 
great  Uneafinefs  and  Jealouly,  that  the  Lofs  juft  j,^^'  " "' 

menti- 
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mentioned,  inftead  of  raifing  the  Complaints  and 
Murmurs  of  the  Multitude,  had  only  increafed  the 
Warmth  and  Courage  of  all  Orders  and  Degrees, 
for  the  carrying  on  of  the  Siege.  But  a  new  De- 
feat furnifhed  them  with  anOccaflon  and  Pretence 
of  inveighing  againft  the  Senate  with  Impunity. 
Year  of  The   Capcnates  and  Falifcl^   People  of  'Tufcanyy 

Rome       neareft  to  the  Ve'ientes^  and  confequently  moll  con- 
cerned  in    their   Prefervation ,    armed    privately. 
Jealoufy     They  joined  their  Troops,  furprized  and  attacked 
^ih^two      ^^^  Enemies  Camp.     L.  FirgmmSyZnd  M.  Sergius, 
Generals,   ^oth  military  Tribunes,  commanded  at  this  Siege. 
The  Confe-  The  Jealoufy,  fo  common  in  an  equal  Authority, 
^tjemes      fiad  fet  them  at  Variance:   Each  had  a  Body  of 
tjueoj.      Troops  under  his  Command,  which  were  divided 
as  it  were  into  two  different  Camps.     The  Ene- 
mies on  one  Side  fall  upon  ■  that  of  tS'i?rg///j,  at  the 
fame  Time  that   the   Beficged   make   a  Sally  by 
Agreement,  and  attack  the  other.     The  Soldier 
who  thinks  he  has  all  the  Forces  in  'Tufcany  to  deal 
with,  is  difmay'd,  fights  faintly,  and  rather  to  de- 
fend his  own  Life,  than  to  attack  his  Enemy's.  It 
is  not  long  before  he  feeks  his  Safety  in  a  hafly 
Flight,  all  give  Way,  and  the  Rout  becomes  ge- 
neral.    None  but  Virgmlus  could   fave   his  Col- 
league's Army.   His  Troops  were  ranged  in  Order 
ofBattelj  but  the  Animofity  between  thofe  two 
Generals  was  fo  great,  that  Sergius  chofe  rather  to 
periib,  than  to  ask  the  Afliftance  of  one  he  hated. 
Vlrginius  on  his  Side,  overjoyed  to  fee  him  beaten, 
refufed  his  own  Officers  leave  to  go  to  hisSuccour, 
unlefs  he  would  fend  and  beg  it.     The  Enemy  im- 
proved the  Divilion  of  the  Leaders:  Sergnis's  Ar- 
my fled  in  Diforder  to  Ro7J2e^  which  was  but  fix 
Leagues  diftant  from  the  Camp,  and  Sergius  went 
thither  himfelf,   not   fo  much  to  juflify  his  own 
Condu£l,  as  to  fet  forth  the  Blacknefs  cf  that  of 


his  Colleague. 


The 
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The  Senate  in  this  Confufion,  fent  Orders  to  Military 
Virginius  to  leave  his  Army  under  the  Command  q^^^  '^^^^ 
his  Lieutenants,  and  repair  immediately  to  Rome^  j-fom  the 
to  anfwer  to  the  Complaints  which  his  Colleague  Army  to 
preferred  againft  him.  The  Difpute  was  manag'd  Ro"^<^- 
with  great  Acrimony,  and  the  two  military  Tri- 
bunes ran  into  Invedtives  againft  each  other.  The 
Senate  finding  them  equally  guilty,  the  one  in  not 
having  fought  with  fufficient  Courage,  and  the 
other  in  fuffering  his  Fellow-Citizens  to  periili, 
rather  than  fave  his  Colleague,  decreed  that  all  the 
Tribunes  of  that  Year  fhould  lay  down  their  Dig- 
nity, and  the  People  immediately  proceed  to  a 
new  Ele61:ion.  The  two  Tribunes  at  firll  arcued 
againft  paying  Obedience  to  this  Decree,  under 
pretence  that  their  Authority  was  not  expired. 
The  Tribunes  of  the  People  laid  hold,  on  this  Oc- 
cafion  to  enlarge  their  Power,  and  threatened  the 
two  Generals  that  they  would  caufe  them  to  be 
imprifoned,  if  they  did  not  obey  the  Senate's  Or- 
ders. Sewilius  Ahala^  the  firft  Military  Tribune, 
full  of  Indignation  at  the  haughty  manner  in 
which  thefe  Plebeian  Magiftrates  treated  his  Col- 
leagues: "  You  have  no  Right,  fays  he,  to  threa- 
"  ten  thofe  who  are  fuperior  to  you  in  Dignity. 
"  My  Colleagues  are  not  ignorant  of  the  Submif- 
"  fion  we  all  owe  to  the  Decrees  of  the  Senate, 
"  andif  they  are  refra61:ory  to  its  Commands,  I  will 
"  name  a  Dictator,  who  by  his  abfolute  Authority 
"  fliall  be  able,  without  vour  Interpofition,  to  force 
''  them  to  quit  their  Office. 

The  two  Tribunes  finding  it  impoflible  to  refift  They  lay 
this  unanimous  Confent  of  the  Senate,  abdicated  i^^'\^^^^^ 
their  Magiftracy,  and  the  People  proceeded  to  a^  '^'^-  ^'^^ 
new  Eledion. 

But  the  Tribunes  of  the  People  were  not  fatif-  Accufed. 
i^ed  with  the  Depofal  of  thofe  two  Generals  j  and 
while  thofe  who  were  chofen  in  their  Room,  led  a 
new  Army  to  the  Siege  olVeil^  thofe  Plebeian  Ma- 
giftrates 
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giftrates  fummoned  Sergius  and  Firginius  before  the 
AfTembly  of  the  People.     They  forgot  nothing 
upon  this  Occalion,  that  might  inflame  the  Minds 
of  the  Multitude,  not  only  againft  the  two  Per- 
fons  accufedj  but  alfo  againft  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Senate. 
Tear  of         They  reprefented  with  as  much  Art  as  Malice, 
Rome       |;i-,at  the  fole  Aim  of  that  Society  was  to  diminilli 
^^^"  the  Number  of  the  People,  to  weaken  its  Power, 

to  hinder  its  Aflcmblies,  or  at  leaft  to  defer  the 
convening  of  them.  That  the  late  Misfortune 
ought  not  to  be  look'd  upon  as  one  of  thofe  com- 
mon Mifchanccs  which  may  happen  to  the  very 
greateft  Captains,  but  that  it  was  contrived  in  con- 
lequence  of  this  fccrct  Defign  laid  to  deftroy  the 
People :  That  the  Generals,  after  having  fpent  fe- 
veral  Campaigns  in  the  Siege  or  Blockade  of /^<?/i, 
had  fuffeied  their  Gabions  to  be  burnt,  their  Forts 
to  be  taken,  and  all  their  Works  to  be  ruined,  on- 
ly to  prolong  the  War :  That  after  this,  Sergi.us\ 
Camp  was  fold  to  the  Enemy :  That  this  General, 
rather  than  defire  Aid  of  his  Colleague,  had  chofe 
to  lee  his  Soldiers  be  cut  to  Pieces  j  and  that  Vir- 
giniiis  beheld  this  Rout  of  the  Legions  as  a  Vido- 
ry,  which  without  his  drawing  his  Sword,  deli- 
vered him  and  his  Party  from  fo  many  Enemies  as 
there  were  Pkbeia77S  in  thofe  different  Troops : 
That  after  fo  infamous  an  Action,  the  Senate  yet 
fancied  they  could  impofe  upon  the  People,  by  o- 
bliging  the  two  Generals  to  leave  the  Command  of 
their  Armies:  But  that  the  People  ought  to  Ihev/ 
by  a  fevere  Punifhment  of  the  Criminals,  that  they 
were  not  to  be  deceived  by  fo  grofs  an  Artifice: 
^  That  in  order  to  prevent  the  ill  Dcfigns  of  the 
■  Nobility  for  the  future,  they  lliould  fill  the  Mili- 
tary Tribunate  with  brave  Plebeians^  who  would 
be  equally  watchful  for  the  Defence  of  their  Coun- 
try, and  the  particular  Prefervation  of  the  Popu- 
lace. 

Sergius 
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Sergiiis  in  vain  alledgcd  in  his  Excufe,  the  ordi-Cw/^'V;/;«V, 
nary  Chance  of  War,  the  Terror  that  was  fpread 
through  his  Army,  and  the  Treachery  of  his  Col- 
league, who  had  abandoned,  and  as  it  were  given 
him  up  to  the  Enemy,  who  atrack'd  him  on  two 
different  Sides.  No  Diftindtion  was  iTiadebctween 
Misfortune  and  Guilt;  he  was  condemned  to  pay 
a  great  Fine  as  well  as  Firginius^  tho'  he  pleaded  ^'^"2'  ^'■ 
that  it  was  unjuft  to  punilh  him  for  the  Faults  of 
his  Colleague. 

The  Tribunes  of  the  People,  taking  occafion  of 
the  general  Animofity  they  had  raifed  againft  the 
Patricians^   never   left  repicfenring  to  the  Multi- 
tude in  all  the  AlTemblies,  that  the  Time  was  come 
to  free  themfelvcs   from  the  Tyranny  of  the  Se- 
nate.     That  they  (hould  take  the  Sovereign  Au- 
thority, and  chief  Dignities  of  the  Republic,  out 
of  the  Hands  o^  the  Scrgii  and  Virginii^  and  give 
them  to  Plebeians  worthy  of  thofe  honourable  Em- 
ployments.     They  exclaim   in   Public,    that  the 
Liberty   of  the   People    was   in   Danger.     They 
make  Intereft,  and  form  Cabals  in  private:    In  apiebeiare 
word,  they  fo  beilir  themfelves,  that  in  the  twof'^^edfir 
next  Ele61-ions,  they  get  Plebeians  named  for  mili-^'^^^''^^.^ 
tary  Tribunes.      A  new   Revolution   in  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Republic,  but  the  Confequences3'^/?n  of 
whereof  were  fatal   to  the  State,  in  feveral  Ad-  Rome 
vantages  Vx^hich  the  Enemies  of  Rome  gained  over^^^' ^^"^^ 
the  Armies  commanded  by  Plebeians. 

A  contagious  Diftempcr  foccecJcd  thefe Defeats.^  P/rf^//t% 
The  People  in  Conllcrnation  had  Recouife  to  the 
Gods;  the  Temples  were  crowded  Day  ^ndNightpJ^^'^  . 
with  Men,  Women  and  Children,  imploring  their g'j.j.. 
Clemency.     The  Duy.moirs.^  after  confulting  the 
facred  Books  of  the  Sybils^  ordered  the  Lexifier-  V^^  ^^^^- 
muyn.      1  his  was  an  antjent  Ceremony,  m  which 
they  took  the  Statues  of  the  Gods  dov/n  from  their  Liv.  1.  5, 
Niches;  they  for  cignt  Days  together  ferved  theme  13-  Aug. 
up  magnificent  Repulls,  as  ii  they  had  been  capa-  'i^Civ.Dei, 

i  ble    ^''•'^' 
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-'  ble  of  making  ufe  of  them  J  the  Citizens,  each  ac- 

cording to  his  Abilit}^,  kept  open  Houfe.  They  in- 
vited indifferently  Friends  and  Foesj  Strangers 
were  particularly  well  received  j  they  fet  the  Pri- 
foners  at  Liberty  5  and  it  was  a  Point  of  Confci- 
ence,  not  to  take  them  up  again  after  the  FelHval 
was  over. 

The  Patricians  taking  Advantage  of  this  Difpo- 
fition  in  Mens  Minds,  turned  thefe  Misfortunes  of 
the   Republic  into   a   religious   Myftery.     They 
afcribed  them  to  the  Wrath  of  the  Gods,  who, 
they  faid,  were  difpleafed,  that  in  the  laft  Elc6ti- 
ons  fufficient  Regard  was  not  had  to  the  Nobility, 
who  alone  had  Infpcftion  over  Sacrifices.     Thefe 
Reafons,  much  more  powerful  than  all  the  Orati- 
ons of  the  Tribunes  of  the  People,  prevailed  over 
the  Minds  of  the  Multitude.     Every  Body  look'd 
upon  the  Misfortunes  of  the  Republic,  as  the  in- 
fallible Interpreters  of  the  Will  of  the  Gods;  and 
for  fear  of  provoking  them  more,  they  failed  not, 
in  the  next  EIe61:ion,  to  reftore  the  Military  Tri- 
bunate to  the  Patricians  alone. 
Tear  of         The  Siege  went  on  but  ilowly,  and  the  whole 
Rome        Power  of  the  Roman  Arms  was  fpent  in  ravaging 
"^'  ^^  '  the  Lands  of  the  Enemy.    The  War  was  yet  more 
Confequen-  unfuccefsful  the  following  Year;  and  they  oblig'd 
CCS  of  the   the  Military  Tribunes,  with  whom  they  were  dif- 
^ege  of     fai-isfied,  to  abdicate  their  Dignit)^,  under  Colour 
that  fome  Ceremony  had  been  omitted  in  the  Au~ 
ffices  taken  for  their  Eleftion  :    A  Pretence  which 
the  two  Parties  made  Ufe  of  by  Turns,  to  depofe 
Year  of      the  Magiftrates  they  did  not  like.     They  had  Re- 
Rome        courfe  upon  thisOccafion,  as  in  a  public  Calamity, 
357-  to  a  Dilator.     M.  Furius  Camillus  was  raifed 

DiSlit^or.  ^°  ^^^^  Supreme  Dignity;  which  he  owed  only 
to  the  Need  wherein  the  Republic  thought  ("he  ftood 
of  fo  great  a  Captain :  A  Time  when  fupcrior 
Merit,  without  making  the  leail  Jnterelt,  natural- 
ly flUls  into  its  right  Place.     1:  had  already  been 

obicrvcd. 
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obferved,  that  in  all  the  Employments  which  Ca- 
MiLLUs  had  fhared  with  Colleagues,  his  great  Va- 
lour and  extraordinary  Capacity  had  gained  him 
the  Honour  of  the  whole  Command,  as  if  he  had 
governed  in  chiefj  and  it  was  afterwards  found, 
that  during  his  Did:ator{hips,  he  ruled  with  fo 
much  Gentlenefs  and  Moderation,  that  the  Offi- 
cers who  obey'd  his  Orders,  thought  they  took 
part  in  his  Authority.  He  named  for  General  of 
the  Horfe  P.  Cornelius  Scipio-y  and  at  the  fame  tin^^^j^^^V'L' 
raifcd  a  great  Body  of  Troops.  The  People  Itrove  ^iod, 
who  fhould  firft  lift  themfelves  under  his  Banners ;  /.  24. 
every  Body  was  for  going  to  the  Wars  with  a  Ge- 
neral whom  Vi61;ory  had  never  deferted.  The  Al- 
lies themfelves  fent  to  offer  him  a  ftrong  Supply  of 
their  choiceft  Youth.  The  Di6lator  immediately 
repaired  to  the  Camp  before  Feii:  His  mere  Pre- 
fence  reftored  the  Military  Difcipline,  which  had 
been  very  much  flackcn'd  fince  the  Divifion  and 
Defeat  of  the  Military  Tribunes.  The  Place  was 
more  ftraitly  inclofed,  and  by  his  Order  the  Forts 
repaired  which  the  Enemy  had  ruined.  He  then 
marched  againft the /-rn/i/?/ and  tht Capenates ^\v\\om. 
he  defeated  in  a  pitch'd  Battel;  and  after  this  Vi- 
ctory, which  left  him  the  Country  open,  he  re- 
turned to  the  Siege,  andpulhed  it  on  with  great  Vi- 
gour. 

The  Befieged  defended  themfelves  with  no  lefs 
Courage.  The  Dictator,  fearing  he  fhould  not  car- 
ry by  Aflault  or  open  Force,  a  Tovv^n  which  had  a 
whole  Army  for  itsGarifon,  had  Recourfe  to  Mines 
and  Sapping.  His  Soldiers,  by  hard  Labour,  and 
without  being  difcovered  by  the  Belieged,  open'd 
thejnfelves  a  private  PafTage  to  the  very  Cafllej 
thence  they  fpread  themfelves  through  the  Townj 
one  Body  fell  upon  the  Rear  of  thofe  that  flill  de- 
fended the  Walls;  another  broke  down  the  Gates; 
and  the  whole  Army  ruihed  into  the  Place.  The  Vtiitahn. 
unhappy  Fe'ieMes.  felt  the  firft  Fury  of  the  Conque-  i^jtbTear 

.  ror.^/^°"^^- 
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ror.  They  fpared  only  thofe  whom  they  found 
unarm'd  j  and  the  Soldier,  yet  more  covetous  than 
cruel,  fell  to  plunder  with  the  Leave  of  the  General. 
The  Length  of  the  Siege,  the  Dangers  there 
had  been  in  it,  the  Uncertainty  of  Succefs,  all  this 
made  the  News  of  the  taking  this  Town  be  receiv'd 
at  Rome  with  the  utmoil  Tranfport  and  Joy.  All 
the  Temples  were  filled  with  Roman  Ladies,  and 
four  Days  were  fet  apart  for  a  Publick  Thankf- 
giving  to  the  Godsj  which  had  never  before  been 
praftis'd  in  the  Republic  upon  the  greateft  Suc- 
'CamlUusV  cefs.  The  very  Triumph  of  the  Dictator  had 
Iriumph.  fomething  particular  in  it.  Camillus  appeared  in  a 
llately  Chariot  drawn  by  Four  Horfes,  all  Milk- 
white. 

This  Singularity -difpleafed  the  People;  and  in 
the  mid  ft  of  the  Praifes  they  gave  the  Diftator, 
they  could  nor,  v.'ithout  a  fecret  Indignation,  be- 
hold this  chief  Magiftratc,  affecting  a  Pomp  for- 
merly referved  to  the  Royalty,  and  fince  the  Ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Kings,  confecratcd  only  to  the  Wor- 
Ihip  of  the  Gods.     This  diminiflied  their  Efteem 
and  Affe6lion  for  Camillus  :  And  the  Refinance 
he  afterwards  made  againft  fome  Propofals  of  one 
of  the  Tribunes,  finished  the  making  him  odious 
to  the  Multitude. 
Camillas        ^.  Sicinius  Dentatus^Tvihunc  of  the  People,  pro- 
hinders  the  pofed  to  make  a  fecond  Rome  of  the  City  of  Feii^ 
Romans     |^y  fej-j^ji^g  thither  one  half  of  the  Senate,  Knights, 
peopling     ^"'^  People  to  dwell  there.     He  reprefented  its 
Vcii.         Situation,   Strength,   Magnificence  of  its  Build- 
Tear  of      ings,  and  its  Territory  more  extenfive  and  fruitful 
J^°™^        than  that  of  Rome  herfelf :    And  he  added,   that 
Ltv.l.  p.    the  Romans  might  the  more  eafily  by  this  Means 
Plut.  vita    preferve  their  Conquefts. 

Camilh.  The  People,  always  fond  of  Novelties,  receiv'd 
thefe  Propolals  with  great  Demonftrations  of  Joy. 
The  Affair,  according  to  Cuftom,  was  cariicd  firll 
before  the  Senate.     Camillus,  who  was  but  juit 

out 
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out  of  his  DidatorlTiip,  oppos'd  it  flrongly.  Not 
but  that  it  had  been  a  great  Honour  to  him,  to  fee 
fo  great  a  Town  that  he  had  conquer'd,  inhabited 
by  Romans;  and  he  might  confider,  that  the  more 
Inhabitants  it  had,  the  more  Witnefles  therewould 
be  of  his  Glory.  But  he  thought  it  was  a  Crime 
to  carry  the  Roman  People  into  a  Captive  Land, 
and  to  prefer  the  Country  of  theVanquilh'd  to  that 
which  was  Vi6tor.  He  added,  it  feem'd  to  him 
impoflible,  that  two  fuch  powerful  Cities  Should 
long  continue  in  Peace,  live  under  the  fame  Laws, 
and  yet  form  but  one  Republic :  That  thefe  two 
Cities  would  by  degrees  grow  two  different  States^ 
which,  after  having  made  War  upon  one  another, 
would  at  length  become  a  Prey  to  their  Common 
Enemies. 

The  Senators  and   principal  of  the  Nobility,  '^ear  of 
mov'd  with  the  Remonftrances  of  this  chief  Citi-  ^°"^® 
zen  of  the  Republic,  declared  they  would  die  in  ^ 
the  Prefence  of  the  Roman  People,  before  they 
would  leave  their  Country.      All  of  them,  both 
old  and  young,  went  to  the  Place  where  the  Peo- 
ple was  afTembled ;  and  mixing  with  the  Crowd, 
conjured  them  with  Tears  in  their  Eyes,  not  to 
abandon  that  auguft  City,  which  was  one  Day  to 
be  Miftrefs  of  the  whole  World,  and  to  which  the 
Gods  had   made  fuch   glorious  Promi fes.     They 
then  pointed  to  the  Capitol,  and  ask'd  the  Plebeians,^ 
if  they  could   have  the   Heart  to   leave  Jupiter^ 
Vefla^  Romulus,  and  the  other  Guardian  Deities  of 
the  City,  to  follow  a  Sicimus^  who,  by  this  fatal 
Divifion,  only  fought  to  ruin  the  Commonwealth. 
In  a  word,   thefe  prudent  Senators  having  taken 
the  People  by  Motives  of  Religion,  they  could  not 
withftand  them.   They  yielded,  though  unwilling- 
ly, to  that  inward  Power,  which  is  condantly  pro- 
duced by  the  Prejudices  of  Education.     Sicmius''s 
Propofal  was  rcjc6l"ed  by  Plurality  of  Voices  j  and 
the  Senate,  as  a  kind  of  Reward  to  the  People  for 
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"hhothYear  thek  Compliance,  decreed,  by  the  Advice  of  Ca- 
^/^Rome.   jmLLus,  that  feven  Acres  of  the  Lands  of  the  Vei- 
c.'so.  ^'    cntes^  fhoiild  be  diftributed  to  every  Mafter  of  a 
Family  j   and  in  order  to  induce  free   Perfons  to 
many,  and  to  enable  them  to  raife  Children,  thac 
might  in  Time  be  ferviceable  to  the  Common- 
wealth, a  Proportion  Ihould  be  allowed  to  them 
alfo. 
Concord         The  People,  charm'd  with  this  Liberality,  fhow- 
reftored.     er'd  great  Praifes  upon  the  Senate.     Concord  was 
again  feen  flourilliing  between  thofe  two  Orders  j 
nay,  the  People,  in  Deference  to  the  Senate,  con- 
fented  even  that  theConfulate  fhould  be  reftored .  Un- 
der the  Government  of  thefe  P^^nV/-^:?;  Magiftrates, 
360,361.  the  Mqui  were  conquer'dj  and  the  Falifci  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  Republic,     All  thefe  Advantages  were 
afcribed  to  the  Wifdom  and  Valour  of  Camillus. 
They  were  fo  many  fre/h  Injuries  with  refped"  to 
the  Tribunes,  who  could  not  forgive  him  this  U- 
nion  between  the  People  and  Senate,  which  they 
look'd  upon  as  his  Work,  and  as  the  Extinction 
of  their  Authority. 
Thefri'         They  would  gladly  have  eaicd  themfelves  of 
buries         \{\xi\^  who  alone  was  more  formidable  to  them 
Can  illu     ^^"^^  '■^^  whole  Senate.     But  it  was  a  difficulc 
Thing  to  attack  a  Man  revered   by  his  Fellow- 
Citizens  for  his  Virtues,   adored  by  the  Soldiers^ 
and  never  found  to  have  any  other  Literefl  at  Heart 
befide  that  of  his  Country. 

His  Piety  foon  after  furnifhed  them  with  a  Pre- 
tence, which  their  Envy  and  Hatred  could  not  help 
.  them  to.  That  General,  jufl:  before  he'  order'd 
his  Troops  to  mount  the  Aflault  at  the  Siege  of 
Veij^  had  made  a  Vow  to  confecrate  the  tenth 
Part  of  the  Booty  to  Apollo.  But  when  the  City 
was  won,  amidfl:  the  Diforder  and  Confufion  of 
the  Plunder,  be  remember'd  not  his  Vow.  And 
when  the  Tendernefs  of  his  Confcience  recalled 
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the  Memory  of  it,  every  Thing  was  gone.  There 
was  no  poflible  Way  of  obhging  the  Soldiers  to  re- 
ftore  Efifefts  which  they  had  either  confumed,  or 
otherwife  parted  with.  In  this  Perplexity  the  Se- 
nate proclaimed,  that  all  who  had  any  Fear  of  the 
Gods,  fhould  themfelves  compute  the  Value  of 
their  Booty,  and  bring  the  tenth  Part  of  that  Va- 
lue to  the  Qnellors,  in  order  to  make  an  Offer- 
ing worthy  of  the  Piety  and  Majedy  of  the  Roman 
People. 

This  Contribution,  exacted  at  a  wrong  Time, 
irritated  the  People  againft  Camillus.  Their  Tri- 
bunes greedily  feiz'd  this  Occafion  of  falling  upon 
him.  They  recalled  the  Memory  of  his  Triumph, 
in  which,  contrary  to  Cuftom,  he  appear'd  in  a 
Chariot  drawn  by  four  White  Horfes.  They  ad- 
ded, that  this  haughty  Patrician^  whofe  Policy  it 
was  to  keep  the  People  always  in  Indigence,  feign- 
ed to  havevow'd  to  the  Gods  the  tenth  Part  of  the 
Plunder  at  Fe'ij^  only  for  a  Pretence  of  Tithing 
the  Wealth  of  the  Soldier,  and  dreining  the  Peo- 
ple. Hereupon,  one  of  thofe  Tribunes,  called  Lu-  'i^Szdteaf 
cius  Jpulc'iuSy  fummon'd  him  before  the  AfTembly  eARome. 
of  the  People,  and  accufed  him  of  having  embez- 
zled out  of  the  Pillage  at  Veij^  certain  Brafs  Gates 
that  were  feen  in  his  Houfe. 

Camillus,  furprized  at  this  new  kind  of  Accu-  PJut.  in. 
fation,  afTembled  his  Friends,  and  the  chief  of  his  ^'^^° 
Tribe,  at   his   own   Houfe j   and  conjured   them 
not  to  fuffer  their  General  to  be  condemn'd  upon 
fo  weak  a  Pretence.     Thefe  Plebeians^  prepcfTefs'd 
by  their  Tribunes,    after   having   taken   Counfel   • 
among  themfelves,  reply'd,  that  they  would  wil- 
lingly pay  the  Fine  to  which  he  fhould  be  con- 
demned j  but  that  it  was  not  in  their  Power  to  get 
him  acquitted.   Camillus,  decefting  their  WcaJc- 
nefs,  refolv'd  rather  to  banifli  himfelf  from  Rome  ^^ CtimiWns 
his  own  Accord,  than  to  have  the  Shame  of  Con-  gees  int9 
dcmnation  affixed  to  his  Name.     He  at  his  De-  Exile. 
E  e  z  parture 
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pavture embraced  his  Wife  and  Children;  and  with- 
out being  followed  by  any  Body  of  Note,  came  to 
the  Gate  of  the  City.     It  is  related,  that  he  then 
flopp'd,  and  turning  towards  the  Capitol,  pray'd 
Tar  of     ^^^  Gods,  that  his  ungrateful  Countrymen  mighc 
Rome       quickly  repcnc   their  having  repay'd   his  Services 
362.         with  fo  fliarp  an  Outrage;  and  that  their  own  Ca- 
Liv.  1.  5.    lamitics  might  oblige  them  to  recal  him.     He  re- 
^u'cTm.  ^ii'^^  ^^  Ardea^  a  City  not  far  from  Rome^  where 
Val.  Max.  he  heard  that  he  was  fined  Fifteen  thoufand  JJfes^ 
1. 5.  c.  3.  which  may  amount  to  about  ifo  Crowns  of  our 
^°'y^-       Money. 

Irruption       ^^  ^^^^  believed  that  the  Imprecations  of  this 
of  the        great  Man  call'd  down  the  Anger  of  the  Gods,  and 
Gauls.       brought  on  the  bloody  War  which  ^tGaiils  made 
ngainft  the  Romans.      At  leaft  thefe  two  Events 
followed  each  other  fo  clofe,  that  the  People,  al- 
ways fuperflitious,   afcribed  the  Lofs  of  Rome  to 
the  Baniiliment  of  Camillus. 
Liv.DIod.      The  firfl  Irruption  of  the  Gauls  into  Italy^  hap- 
Sicul.  Plu.  pened  in  the  Reign  of  1'arquin  the  Ancient^  about 
^^l '"     the  Year  of  the  World  Three  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  Hxteen,  and  from   the   Foundation  of 
Rome   the   hundred    and    fixty-fifth.     Ambigatus 
then  reigned  over  the  whole  Celtic  Gaul.     This 
Prince  finding  thofe   great  Provinces   too   much 
crowded   with   Inhabitants,  fet  two  of  his  Ne- 
phews, Sigovefus  and  Bello'uefus,  at  the  Head  of  a 
flourifiiing  Youth,  whom  he  obliged  to  look  out 
for  new  Settlements  Abroad:    Either  that  it  was 
the  common  Cuftom  which  was  ftill  praftifed  in 
the  North  to  the  very  tenth  Century ;  or  that  Am- 
higaius  had  recourfe  to  thefe  Military  Colonies,  to 
get  rid  of  an  adive,  reftlefs,  and  turbulent  Num- 
ber of  Youth:   Be  this  as  it  will,  the  Chance  of 
Auguyy  fent  Sigovefus  beyond  the  Rhine-,   where 
taking  his  Way  thro'  the  Forcfl  of  Hininia^  he 
opened  himfelf  a  Paflage  by  Force  of  Arms,  and 
poflcfled  himfelf  of  Bohemia^  and  the  neighbouring 
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Provinces.  Bello'uefus  turned  to  Italy^  and,  after  ha- 
ving pafled  the  /llps^   the  Senones^  and  People  of 
Mans^  who  were  moll  numerous  in  his  Army,  fet- 
tled in  thofe  fine  Provinces  that  are  between  the 
Mountains  of  the  vf/^^,  thofe  of  the  y//'^/?;?/;?^'',  the 
River  2"^/;?,  and  the  River  7^^//,  which  falls  into  the 
Sea  on  this  Side  Ancona.     There  they  eilabliflied 
themfelves,  and  to  them  by  fome  Authors  is  afcri- 
bed  the  Origin  and  Foundation  of  the  Cities  of 
Milan,  Ferona,  Padim,  Brefcia,  Como,  and  fevcral 
other  Towns  in  thofe  Parts,  which  fubfift  at  this 
Day,     The  firft  War  they  had  with  the  RomanSy 
was  about  the  Year  of  the  World  ;6i6,   two 
hundred  Years  after  their  PafHige  into  Italy.   They 
were  then  befieging   Cliifium,  a  City  of  I'ufcany.  Clufium 
The  Inhabitants  fearing  to  flill  into  the  Hands  oibefiegcd. 
thefe  Barbarians  implored   the  Afliftance  of  the 
Romans,  though  they  had  no  other  Reafon  to  ex- 
pert it,  but  that  in  the  laft  War,  they  did  not  take 
Arms  in  favour  of  the  Veientes,   as  mofl:  of  the 
other  Nations  o'i  Hctruria  had  done.     The  Senate, 
who  had  no  particular  Alliance  with  that  City,  on- 
ly fent  an  Embaffy  of  three  young  Patricians,  all 
three  Brothers,  and  of  the  Fabian  Family,  to  bring 
about  an  Accommodation  between  the  two  Nati-  ^  .  ^,. 
ons.     Thefe   Ambafladors  being    arrived   at   the  ^/J'^^Jr^, 
Camp  of  theG^///j,  were  conduftcd  into  theCoun-  man  Am- 
cil.      They  offered  the  Mediation  of  Rome,   and  bajadors. 
demanded  of  jSr^»«« J,  the  King  or  Leader  of  thefe  ^^ 
Tranfalpine  Gauls,  what  Pretenlions  a  llrange  Peo-  Ro^^e 
pie  could  have  upon  Tufcany,  or  whether  They  in  362. 
particular  had  received  any  Injury  from  thofe  of 
Clufium?  Brennus  anfwered  proudly,  that  his  Right 
lay  in  his  Sword,  and  that  all  Things  belong'd  to 
the  Brave  and  Valiant  j   but  that  without  having 
Recourfe  to  this  primitive  Law  of  Nature,  he  had 
a  juft  Complaint  againft  the  Clujians,  who  having 
much  more  Lands  than  they  could  cultivate,  had 
rcfufed    to    give    him    thofe    they  left  nntilled. 
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^'  They  do  Us  (added  he)  the  fame  Wrong  that 
"  you  formerly  receiv'd  from  the  Sabines^  the 
"  Albans,  the  Fidenates,  and  that  you  now  daily 
"  fufFer  from  the  jEqui,  the  Volfci,  and  all  your 
"  Neighbours  in  general,  whom,  Sword  in  hand, 
"  you  deprived  of  the  beft  Part  of  their  Territory  5 
"  therefore  ceafe  to  interpofe  in  behalf  of  the  Clii- 
"  fians,  for  fear  your  Example  fhould  teach  us  to 
'^  defend  thofe  whom  you  have  flripped  of  their 
^^  lincient  Inheritance. 

The  Fabii^  enraged  at  fo  haughty  an  Anfwer, 
diffembled  their   Refentmentj    and,   under    Pre- 
tence of  wanting  to  confer  with  the  Magiflrates  of 
Chijium,  in  quality  of  Mediators,  defir'd  Leave  to 
go  into  the  Town.   But  they  were  nofooner  there, 
than  inftead  of  a6ting  according  to  .their  Chara- 
6i:er,  and  performing   the  Office  of  Minifters   of 
Peace,  thefe  AmbafTadors,  too  young  for  an  Em- 
ployment that  requires  the  utmofl  Prudence,  fuf- 
fering  themfelves  to  be  carried  away  by  their  Cou- 
rage, and  the  Fire  of  Youth,  ftirred  up  the  Inha- 
bitants to  a  vigorous  Defence,     To  fet  them  an 
Example,  they  put  themfelves  at  their  Head  in  a 
Sally,   and  ^  Fabius,   the  chief  of  the  Embafly, 
flev/  with   his   own  Hand  one  of  the   principal 
Captains  of  the  Gauls.     Brennus,  jullly  provoked 
' ^he  Gauls  at  fuch  a  Proceeding,  a6ted  not  like  a  Barbarian; 
pmfam.    j^^  s^^^^  ^^  Herald  to  Royne,  to  demand  that  thofe 
AmbaiTadors,  who  had  fo  manifcftly  violated  the 
Law  of  Nations,  fliould  be  deliver'd  up  to  him  5 
and  in  cafe  of  Refufil,  the  fame  Herald  had  Or-* 
ders  to  declare  War  againft  the  Royna-as. 

The  Herald  being  come  to  Rome,  and  having 
declared  his  MelTage,  the  Affiur  was  put  into  De- 
liberation :  The  wifeil:  of  the  Senate  were  for  pu- 
nifliing  thofe  who  had  fo  manifelily  violated  the 
Law  of  Narions  •,  or  at  leafl:,  for  trying  to  appeafe 
the  Gauls  with  Money.  But  the  youngeft  of  that 
gody,  driven  on  by  their  Courage,  rejedcd  this  Ad- 


Book VII.  in  the  Roman  Republic.         387 

vice,  as  unworthy  of  the  Roman  Name.    The  Af- 
fair was  referred  to  the  Afiembly  of  the  People  i 
2ir\<\Fahlus Amhuflus^  the  Father  of  thofe  Ambaila- 
dors,  who,  though  a  Patrician^  had  found  Means 
to  render  himfelf  agreeable  to  the  People,   made 
fo  flrong  an  Intercft,  that  they  not  only  fent  back 
the  Herald  without  Satisfi61ion,  but  alfo  chofe  his 
Sons  Military  Tribunes  and  Leaders  of  the  Army 
which  they  refolved   to  fend   againll  the  Gauls. 
Bremius^  at  the  Return  of  his  Herald,  removed  his 
Arms  and  his  Refentment  from  the  Clufians  to  the 
Romans^  and  marched  directly  to  Rome.     His  Ar-  ^rennus 
my  was  numerous  5  all  fled  before  himj  the  Inha-  ^'f^^Jards 
bitants  of  the  Towns  and  Villages  left  their  Habi-  Rome, 
rations  at  his  Approach;  but  he  llopp'd  no  where,  ^'^'*  of 
and  declared,  his  Dcilgn  was  againll  none  but  the  ^?^^' 
Romans.  ^  ^' 

The  Military  Tribunes  marched  out  o{  Rome^  at  battel  ef 
the  Head  of  Forty  Thoufmd  Men.  Their  Troops  Allia, 
were  not  fewer  in  number  than  thofe  o^  Brennus-y 
but  there  was  more  Order  and  Obedience  in  the 
Army  of  the  Gauls.  The  Roman  Generals,  fince 
the  Difgrace  and  Banifhment  of  Camillus,  durfl 
not  a6t  with  full  Authority,  but  were  forced  to  wink 
«t  the  want  of  Difcipline,  and  the  Licentioufncfs 
of  their  Soldiers,  inilead  of  commanding  them 
with  that  abfolute  Authority  which  is  requifite  in 
War.  It  was  alfo  obferved.  That  thefe Tribunes, 
before  they  left  Rome ^  did  not  facrifice  to  the 
Gods,  and  neglefted  to  confult  the  Aufpices  5  Ef- 
fential  Ceremonies  among  a  People  full  of  Super- 
flition,  and  that  drew  their  Courage  and  Confi- 
dence from  the  propitious  Signs  which  the  Augurs 
declared  to  them.  But  nothing  did  more  Prejudice 
to  \\it  Romans^  than  the  Multiplicity  of  their  Com- 
manders. There  was  in  their  Army  Six  Military 
Tribunes,  all  with  equal  Authority,  moil  of  them 
young,  and  Men  of  more  Valour  than  Capacity. 
They  advaac'd  boldly  againft  the  Gauls^  whom 
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they  met  near  the  River  Allia^  Half  a  Day's  Jour- 
ney from  Rome.     Each  Nation  immediately  drew 
up  its  Army.     The  Romans^  that  they  might  not 
be  furrounded  by  the  Enemy,  extended  their  Wings, 
and  placed  their  beft  Soldiers  on  the  Right  and 
Left,  which  weaken'd  the  Centre.    It  was  againft 
this  Part  that  the  Gauls  bent  their  chief  Forces. 
They  foon  pierced  and  broke  the  Cohorts  of  which 
it  confided.     The  Two  Wings  finding  themfelves 
cut  ofF  from  the  Army,  and  their  Centre  poffefs'd 
by  the  Enemy,  took  to  Flight,  without  drawing 
their  Swords.     It  was  not  fo  much  a  Battel,  as  a 
general  Rout  -,  and  in  this  Diforder  and  Affright, 
the  Soldiers,  inllead  of  returning  to  i?^?^^,  (which 
was, but  Threcfcore  Stadia  off)  threw  themfelves 
into  Feij:  Others  were  drowned,   as  they  endea- 
voured to  fwim  crofs  the  T'yher:  Many,  purfued 
by  the  Enemy,  fell  beneath  the  Sword  of  the  Con- 
queror.    Some  few,  who  efcaped  their  Rage,  got 
to  Rome^   whither  they  carried  Terror  and  Con- 
flcrnation.  The  Senate,  thinking  the  whole  Army 
had  been  cut  to  Pieces,  and  not  having  Forces  fuf- 
ficient  to  defend  the  City,   threw  into  the  Capitol 
all  the  Men  that  were  fit  to  bear  Arms.     They 
carried  into  it  all  the  Provifions  they  could  get  to- 
gether 5  and  that  they  might  lall  the  longer,  ad- 
mitted none  into  the  Place,  but  what  were  capable 
Confequc-n-  of  defending  it.     Moil  of  the  old  Men,  Women 
(es  of  the  and  Children,   feeing  themfelves  without  Gover- 
Bnttel  of  Y\on^  or  any  Scheme  to  follow,  hid  themfelves  in 
the  Fields,  and  difperfed  among   the  neighbour- 
ing Towns.     But  the  old  Senators,    rather  than 
bear  a  Load  of  Mifery  and  feeble  old  Age  among 
Strangers,  refolved  to  bury  themfelves  under  the 
Ruins  of  their  Country,   and  to  end  their  Days  in 
a  City  which  they  could  no  longer  defend.     Seve- 
ral Priefls  joined  with  them,  and  generoufly  devo- 
ted themfelves  to  Death  like  thofe  illuftrious  old 
Men.  ThisSort  of  Self-DevotementWAS  aPointof 
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Religion  5  and  the  Romans  believed,  that  the  vo- 
luntary Sacrifice  which  their  Leaders  made  of  their 
Lives  to  the  Infernal  Gods,  brought  Diforder  and 
Confufion  among  the  Enemy.  Thele  venerable 
Men  having  put  on,  fome  their  facred  Habits,  and 
fome  their  Confular  Robes,  and  all  the  Marks  of 
their  Dignity,  placed  themfclves  at  the  Doors  of 
their  Houfes,  in  Chairs  of  Ivory,  where  they  cx- 
pc6i:ed  the  Enemy  and  Death  with  the  greateft 
Conflancy. 

If  after  the  Defeat  at  JlUa^  the  Gauls  had  Plut,  in 
march'd  llrait  to  Rome^  the  Republick  had  been  ^^^' 
loft,  and  ihc Roman'^^mt  extinguifh'd.  But  thofe 
Barharians  having  fpent  almoft  Three  Days  in 
fharing  their  Booty,  the  Time  they  linger'd  away 
in  thus  enjoying,  as  it  were,  the  Fruits  of  their 
Viftory,  loft:  them  all  the  Advantages  of  it.  The 
Romans^  during  this  Delay,  fent  away  their  Wives 
and  Children  :  The  Senators,  and  all  Men  that 
were  capable  of  bearing  Arms,  retir'd  into  the 
Capitol^  v^hcre  they  could  not  eafily  be  forced. 
Brenntis  enter'd  Rome^  and  made  himfelf  Mafter  Rome 
of  it  about  the  Year  363,  from  its  Foundation.  ^'''^^^' 
The  Gates  were  open,  the  Walls  without  De- 
fence, and  the  Houies  without  Inhabitants.  This 
Solitude  in  a  very  populous  City,  made  him  appre- 
henfive  of  fome  Ambufli.  But  as  he  underftood 
his  Trade,  and  was  both  a  Soldier  and  a  Captain, 
he  immediately  fecured  his  Conqueft  by  ftrong 
Bodies  of  Guards:,  which  he  fet  in  the  publick 
Places  and  chief  Streets. 

The  firft  Spcdacle  that  offered  it  fclf  to  his 
Sight,  and  moft  drew  his  Attention,  were  thofc 
venerable  old  Men,  who  (as  we  faid  before)  had 
devoted  themfelves  to  Death,  and  who  expected  ic 
at  the  Doors  of  their  Houfes.  Their  magnificent 
Habits,  their  white  Beards,  and  Air  of  Greatncfs 
and  Conftancy,  the  Silence  they  kept  j  all  this  at 
iirfl:  furprizcd  the  Gauls^  and  infpired  them  wiih 

the 
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the  fame  Refped,   as  they  would  have  had  for  fo 

many  Gods.     They  durft  not  come  near  them  j 

but  one  Soldier,  bolder  than  the  reft,  having  out 

of  Curiofity  touch'd  the  Beard  of  one  of  the  old 

Senators,  that  generous  old  Man,  not  being  us'd  to 

fuch  Familiarity,  gave  him  a  Blow  on  the  Head 

with  his  Ivory  Stick.     The  Soldier,   in  Revenge, 

immediately  killed  him  j   and  at  the  fame  Time, 

the  other  old  Men  and  the  Priefts  were  flaughter'd 

Senators     like  him  in  their  Chairs.     All  thofe  Inhabitants 

murder' d.  that  had  not  been  able  to  efcape,  were  put  to  the 

Sv/ord,  without  Diftin6tion  of  Age  or  Sex.  Bren- 

nus  then  invefled  the  Capitol^  and  fummon'd  thofe 

that  had  Ihut  themfelves  up  in  it   to  furrender: 

But  finding  them  immoveable,    he  endeavour'd 

to  fcale  the  Place.  The  Romans^  who  fought  with 

great  Advantage,  drove  back  his  Troops,  and  flew 

a  great  Number  of  them.  Brennus  found  he  fhould 

never  be  able  to  take  a  Place  which  Nature  had  fo 

well  fortified,  otherwife  than  by  Famine  :   But  in 

order  to  be  revenged  of  the  Romans  for  their  Refi- 

ftance,  he  refolved  to  dellroy  Rome  entirely.     His 

Soldiers,  by  his  Command,  fet  Fire  to  theHoufes, 

demoliHied  the  Temples,  and  public  Edifices,  and 

razed  the  Walls.     Thus,  inftead  of  a  City  already 

famous  throughout  all  Italy^   nothing  was  to  be 

feen,  but  a  few  little  Hills  cover'd  with  Ruins, 

and  a  wide  Wa{l:e,   in  which  Brennus  encamped 

that  Part  of  his  Army  which  invefled  the  CaptoU- 

The  other  Part  was  fenr  out  to  Forage. 

.    Thefe  Troops,    who  imagined  they  kept   the 

whole  Country  in  Subjeftion  by  the  mere  Terror 

of  their  Arms,   prefer ved  neither  Order  nor  Dif- 

cipline  in  their  Marches.     The  Soldiers  rambled 

different  Ways  to  plunder  j  and  thofe  that  kept  in 

a  Body,  fpent  whole  Days  in  Drinking:  Neither 

Officer  nor  Soldier  dreamt  of  any  other  Enemies, 

but  thofe  who  were  block'd  up  in  the  CafitoL 

CamilluSj 
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Camillus,  upon  his  Exile,  was  retired  to  y^/v/i?^, 
as  we  faid  before.     This  great  Man,  more  affli6led 
at  the  Calamities  of  his  Country,    than   at   his 
own  Banifhment,   undertook  to  revenge  her  upon 
thofe  Barbarians.     He  eafily  perfuaded  the  Youth  Cainlllus 
of  the  City  to  follow  him  j   and,  with  the  Allow-  comes  and 
ance  of  the  Magiftrates,  he  marched  out  o{  Jrdea  relieves 
in  a  very  dark  Night ,    and  furprized   the  Gauh  ^°™^'  • 
drowned  in  Wine.    He  made  a  dreadful  Slaughter  Year  of 
of  them  -y  and  thofe  that  cfcaped  under  Shelter  of  Rome 
the  Night,   fell  next  Day  into  the  Hands  of  the  3^3- 
Peafants,  who  gave  them  but  fmall  Qiiarter. 

The  News  of  this  Defeat  was  quickly  fpread  all 
over  Italy.  Th^  Roraans  that  had  taken  Refuge  in 
yeij^  and  all  that  were  difperfed  about  in  the  adja- 
cent Villages,  afTembled  together.  There  was  not 
one  but  condemn'd  himfelf  for  the  Exile  of  Ca- 
millus, as  if  he  had  been  the  Author  of  it;  and 
looking  upon  that  great  Man  as  their  laftRefource 
after  the  Dellruftion  of  Rome.,  they  refolved  to 
chufe  him  for  their  Leader.  "  Why,  faid  they^ 
''  muft  the  Ardeates.,  wRo  are  Strangers,  cover  them- 
"  felves  with  Glory  under  theConducSt  of  Camil- 
"  Lus,  while  his  own  Fellow-Citizens  wander  a- 
"  bout  like  wretched  Out-Laws  in  the  Heart  of 
"  their  own  Country?"  All  are  for  fubmitting  to 
himj  all  are  for  fighting  under  his  Banners.  They 
prelently  fend  him  Deputies,  who  befeech  him  to 
take  into  his  Proteftion  the  fugitive  Romans.^  and 
the  Wrecks  of  the  Defeat  ■mAIU.i. 

Camillus  at  flrft  excufed  himfelf  from  accept- 
ing any  Command,  upon  account  of  his  being  an 
Exile.  *'  Rome  is  no  more,  anfwer'd  the  Deputies  5 
'^  and  we  can  now  no  longer  reckon  our  felves  Ci- 
^'  tizens  of  a  City  that  is  abfolutely  deftroyed. 
'^  You  fee  before  you  the  mournful  Remains  of  a 
"  State,  that  hath  flourillied  for  above  Three  Ages ! 
^'  One  fmgle  Battel  hath  determin'd  Her  Fate,  and 
I,  '•  Oi^rsi 
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"  Ours  5  and  there  is  no  Jfylum  left  us,  but  in  Your 
«  Camp." 

Camillus,  ftill  obedient  to  the  Laws,  would  not 
yet  affent ;   but  made  them  agree  to  fend  firft  to 
Romc^  to  know  whether  the  Capitol  ftill  held  out  5 
and  in  that  Cafe,  to  take  the  Orders  of  the  Senate 
which  was  there  inclofcd.     The  Commiflion  was 
difficult :  The  Place  was  furrounded  on  every  Side 
by   the  Enemies  Troops.     Neverthelefs  a  young 
Roman^  call'd  Pontius  Com'mius^  undertook  it,  and 
through  a  Thoufand  Dangers  arrived  at  the  Ca- 
pitol.    The  Senate   was  immediately    affembled: 
This  Deputy  gave  them  an  Account  of  Camil- 
Lus's  Vi6bory,  and,  on  the  Part  of  all  the  Romans 
that  were  difperfed,  demanded  that  great  Captain 
Tear  of    for   their  General.     There  was  not  much  Time 
Rome       fpent  in  Debates  upon  it :   The  Senate  and  Sol- 
5^3-         diers,  who  reprefented  the  People,  with  one  Voice, 
declared  him  Diclator.     Pontius  was  immediately 
fent  away  again  with  the  Decree  of  his  Nominati- 
on ',  and  that  young  Man  got  back  to  the  Camp 
with  the  fame  good  Fortuiie,  with  which  he  had 
afcended  to  the  Capitol. 

Camillus,  from Banifhment,  was  raifed  to  the 
higheft  Dignity  of  his  Country.    He  v/as  acknow- 
ledged Di5iator^  and  Sovereign  Magiftrate  of  the 
Romans.     In  any  other  Captain,  this  had  been  but 
a  vain  Title :   They  gave  him  with  this  Honour, 
neither  Troops,  nor  Money  to  raife  any.  He  made 
good  all  thefe  Defe6ts  by  his  Coui'age,  and  that 
great  Reputation  which  he  had  fo  judly  gained. 
His  new  Dignity  was  no  fooner  known,  but  Sol- 
diers flock'd  from  all  Parts  to  his  Camp;  and  he 
quickly  faw  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  above  forty 
thoufand  Romans^  or  Allies,  who  all  thought  them- 
^omeG^n-  felves  invincible  under  fo  great  a  General, 
lifh  Soldi-      While  he  was  arming,  and  taking  Meafures  to 
en  driven  ^^^^^  the  Blockade  of  the  Capitol.,  fome  GauliJJjSoX' 
iheQ^C  ^^^^^  having  found  in  the  Mountain  whereon  that 
tol.  For^ 
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Fort  is  fituated,  theFootfteps  of  Po,7?/^j's  PafTage, 
made  their  Report  of  it  to  Bremms;  who  imme- 
diately laid  a  Defign  to  furprize  that  Place  the 
fame  way.  He  chofe  out  of  his  Army  fuch  Sol- 
diers as  had  dwelt  in  Mountainous  Countries,  and 
been  accuflomed  from  their  Youth  to  clamber  Pre- 
cipices. Thcfe  having  received  their  Orders,  fen 
out  in  the  Night,  under  Cover  of  the  Dark,  climb- 
ed up  from  Rock  to  Rock,  and  with  much  Diffi- 
culty, and  more  Danger,  advanced  by  Degrees, 
lending  each  other  a  Hand,  till  they  arrived  at 
the  Foot  of  the  Wall,  which  on  that  Side  was  builc 
very  low,  becaufe  fo  craggy  a  Place  feem'd  fafe 
from  all  Attacks. 

The  Centinel  was  afleep,  and  the  Gauls  began  to 
fcalc  the  Rampart,  when  fome  Geefe,  confecrated 
to  Junoy  and  which,  out  of  a  Principle  of  Religi- 
on, were  kept  as  Sacred  Birds,  awaked  at  the  Noife 
the  Gauls  made,  and  fell  to  Cackling.  M.Manlius^ 
a  Confular  Perfon,  flarts  up  at  the  Noife,  runs  to 
the  Place,  and  appears  firil  to  defend  the  Wall. 
Alone  he  faces  the  Enemy  j  firfl  cuts  off  the  Hand 
of  a  Gaul  that  had  raifed  it  to  llrike  him  a  Blow 
with  his  Battle- Axe,  and  gives  another  fuch  a 
Shove  with  his  Buckler,  that  he  rowls  him  from 
the  Top  of  the  Rock  to  the  Bottom.  The  whole 
Garifon  immediately  haftes  to  the  fame  Place. 
They  pufh,  they  prefs  upon  the  Gauls.  ManliiiSy 
at  the  Plead  of  the  Romans^  tumbles  them  one 
over  another  J  it  was  no  Place  to  fly  inj  and 
mod  of  them,  to  avoid  the  Sword  of  the  Enemy, 
throw  themfelves  down  the  Precipices,  fo  that  ve- 
ry few  regained  their  Camp. 

The  firft  thing  the  Belieged  did,  after  having 
cfcaped  fo  great  a  Danger,  was  to  precipitate  from 
the  Top  of  the  Rock,  the  Centinel  that  had  been 
found  afleep  j  the  next  Bufinefs  was  to  reward 
M.  Manlius^  who  by  his  Courage  and  Vigilance 
h^d  faved  the  Republjck.     Each  Soldier  gave  him 

half 
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half  a  Pound  of  Meal ,  and  a  little  Meafure  of 
Wine,  which  they  fpaied  out  of  their  own  Allow- 
ance :  A  Reward  remarkable  only  upon  Account 
of  the  Scarcity  of  Provifions  that  began  to  be  in 
the  Place.  Brennus^  defpairing  to  become  Mafter 
of  the  Fort  any  other  ways  than  by  Famine,  kept 
it  fo  ftritlly  invelled,  that  for  Seven  Months  thac 
the  Siege  had  lafled,  they  had  not  been  able  to  get 
in  the  lealt  Supply. 

The  fame  Scarcity  was  felt  in  the  Camp  of  the 
Gauls.  Since  the  Di(5tatorfhip  had  been  given  to 
Camillus,  that  skilful  General  being  perte6t  Ma- 
iler of  the  Country,  poiTefs'd  himfelf  of  all  thePaf- 
fages.  The  Gauls  durft  not  ftir  out  to  Forage,  for 
fear  of  being  cut  to  pieces  j  fo  th2it  Brennus^  who 
bcfieged  the  Capitol,  was  befieged  himfelf,  and 
fuffer'd  the  fame  inconveniences  that  he  made  the 
Bcfieg'd  fuffrr. 
fhe  Ro-  In  this  common  Mifery,  the  Centinels  of  the 
m^n^capi-  Capitol,  and  thofe  of  the  Enemy's  Army,  began 
tulaie.  ^^  ^^Y\^  j-Q  ^j^^  another  of  an  Accommodation. 
Thefe  Difcourles  came  by  degrees  to  the  Leaders  j 
who  were  not  averfe  to  it.  The  Senate,  who  had 
heard  nothing  of  Camillus,  fince  they  had  nam'd 
him  Diflrator,  and  who  found  themfelves  hard 
pinch'd  by  Hunger,  refolv'd  to  enter  upon  a  Nego- 
tiation. Sulpitius^  a  Military  Tribune,  had  the 
Charge  of  it,  and  agreed  wiih  Brennus  to  give  him 
a  thoufand  Pound  Weight  of  Gold,  provided  he 
would  raife  the  Siege,  and  depart  immediately 
out  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Republic.  The 
Gold  was  brought,  but  when  it  came  to  be 
weigh'd,  the  Gauls  made  ufe  of  Falfe  Weights. 
The  Romans  cry'd  out  againft  this  unfair  Dealing  j 
but  Brennus^  inllead  of  redrefling  fo  plain  an  Abufe^ 
openly  threw  into  the  Scale  where  the  Weights 
were,  his  Sword  and  Belt  likewife,  and  fo  over- 
charg'd  it.  Sulpitius  enraged  at  fo  contemptuous  an 
Infult,  ask'd  him  the  meaning  of  this  extraordinary 

Beha-^ 
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Behaviour:  "  What  fliould  it  be,  reply'd  the  Bar- 
"  barian  infolently,  but  Woe  to  the  conquered  ? 

During  this  Comefl:,  Camillus  was  advanced  ^'^^  Gauls 
to  the  very  Gates  oi  Rome  with  his  Army.     Being  ^c^amil- 
inform'd  they  were  enter'd  upon  a  Conference,  he  lus, 
took  with  him  his  principal  Officers,  and  with  a 
ftrong  Guard  rei'olved  to  repair  to  the  Place  of 
Conference,  to  take  care  of  his  Country's  Intereft 
himfelf  j   or  rather,   which  is  more  probable,   to 
fliow  the  Deputies  of  the  Befieged,   that  he  was 
in  a  Condition  to  bring  them  ofF,  and  to  drive 
away  their  Befiegers. 

His  Army,  by  his  Command,  followed  him  a 
flow  Pace,  and  the  Gauls,  who  relied  upon  the 
Faith  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  fuffer'd  the  tirft  Bo- 
dy of  that  Army  to  approach  without  Oppofl- 
tion. 

As  fooh  as  ever  Camillus  appear'd  in  the  Af- 
fembly,  the  Deputies  of  the  Senate  opened  to  make 
room  for  him,  as  for  the  chief  Magiftrate  of  the 
Republic.  After  having  given  him  an  Account 
of  the  Treaty  they  had  made  with  Erennus^  they 
complain'd  of  the  Wrong  that  Prince  did  them  in 
the  Execution  of  it :  "  Carry  back  this  Gold  into 
"  the  Capitol,  fays  he  to  the  Deputies ;  and  you 
''  Gauls,  added  he,  retire  with  your  Scales  and 
"  Weights.  It  is  with  Steel  alone  that  iho.  Romans 
"  will  recover  their  Country."  Brennus  furprized 
at  this  Greatnefs  of  Soul,  which  he  had  not  found 
before  in  any  Roman,  reprefented  to  him  that  he 
contravened  a  Treaty  which  was  concluded.  But 
Cam*llus  replied,  "  That  being  Di6l;ator,  no  bo- 
"  dy  had  Authority  to  determine  any  Thing  with- 
^'  out  his  Privity."  The  Difpute  growing  hot, 
they  foon  came  to  Arms.  .Camillus,  who  had 
forefeen  it,  caufed  his  Troops  to  advance  j  the  Ar- 
mies charg'd  each  other  with  F\irv.  The  Romans, 
notwithftanding  the  Difadvantages  of  the  Place 

where 
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where  they  fought,  drove  the  Gauls  before  them. 
Brennus  ralHes  them,  raifes  the  Siege,  and  encamps 
fome  Miles  from  Rome.  Camillus  follows  him 
with  the  fiime  fpeed,  attacks  him  again,  and  de- 
feats him:  Moll  of  the  Gauls  were  llain  upon  the 
Spot,  or  in  the  Purfuir,  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
adjoining  Villages. 

Thus  Rome^  which  had  been  taken  contrary  to 
all  Likelihood,  was  recover'd  by  the  Valour  of  a 
baniHi'd  Man,  who  facrific'd  hisRefentment  to  the 
Prefervation  of  his  Country.  And  as  he  faved  it  in 
V^ar,  and  by  the  Valour  of  his  Arms,  he  may  be 
faid  to  have  preferved  it  a  fecond  Time  in  Peace, 
after  he  had  driven  away  its  Enemies. 

The  City  was  deftroy'd,  the  Houfes  demolifh'd, 
and  the  Walls  raz'd,  as  we  faid  before  5  and  a  Man 
might  have  fought  for  Rome  in  the  middle  of 
Camillus  Rome  it  felf.  In  a  Defolation  fo  general,  the  Tri- 
tinders  bunes  of  the  People  renew'd  the  old  Propofal  of 
the  Ro-  fettlina;  at  J^eij^  and  demanded  that  the  Senate  and 
forfahng  People  fhould  remove  thither,  and  make  that  the 
the  City.   Seat  of  the  Empire. 

They  reprefented  in  all  the  AfTemblies  the  ex- 
treme Mifery  of  the  People,  efcaped  as  it  were 
quite  naked  from  Shipwreck,  exhaufted  by  fo  ma- 
ny Misfortunes,  without  Strength,  without  Money, 
and  unable  to  rebuild  a  whole  City,  which  had  no- 
thing left  of  it,  but  the  Ruins ;  while  Feij  offer'd 
the  Romans  a  Place  fortify'd  by  Art  and  Nature, 
Stately  Buildings,  a  wholefome  Air,  and  a  fruit- 
ful Territory. 

The  Senate,  who  had  made  it  a  Point  oi^their 
Religion  never  to  leave  Rome^  made  noOppofition 
to  Motives  that  feem'd  fo  reafonable,  but  by  Pray- 
ers, and  foothing  Intreaties.  The  moll:  illuftrious 
of  that  Body  ihow'd  the  People  the  Tombs  of 
their  Anceilorsj  others  put  them  in  mind  of  the 
Temples  that  Romulus  and  Numa  had  confecrated  5 

and 
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and  forgot  not  the  Man's  Head  [Caput  in  Latin\ 
that  had  formerly  been  dug  up  in  making  the  Foun- 
dation of  the  Capitol^  and  which,  according  to  the 
Interpretation  o^  the  Augurs,  (igni{icd,thaLihe  Em- 
pire of  the  World  was  decreed  for  that  Place,  and 
that  It  fhould  become  as  it  were  the  Capital  of  all 
Nations. 

Camillus,  who  alone  in  this  Revolution  had  ^'^''  ^f^ 
more  Authority  and  Credit  than  the  whole  Senate,  ^^'^'^ 
asked  fome,  W  hy  they  liad  fliut  themfelves  up  in  the 
Capitol^  and  others,  Why  they  had  fought  in  the 
open  Field  with  fo  much  Bravery  to  yqcosjcx  Rome^ 
if  they  were  rcfolv'd  to  abandon  it?  "  Confider, 
"  (aid  he,  that  by  retiring  toFeij^  you  will  afllime 
"  the  Name  of  a  conquer'd  People,  and  lofe  that 
"  o^ Romans y  together  with  the  glorious  Deftiny 
"  which  the  Gods  have  affix'd  to  it,   and  which 
with  your  Name,  will  go  to  the  ^\i\.  Barbaria?2S 
that   Ihall   get  PofTellion   of  the  Capitol^    and 
who  by  this  Change,  may  perhaps  in  Time  be- 
''  come  your  Mailers,  and  your  Tyrants."     Thcfe 
Motives,    borrow'd  from  Religion   and   Glory, 
touch'd  a  People,  fuperftitious  and  haughty,  who 
preferred  the  future  Hopes  of  Empire  to  the  pre- 
fent  Conveniencies  of  Life  5  and  a  Word  fpoke  by 
Chance,   detcrmin'd  them  compleatly.     The  Se* 
nate  was  aflemblcd  extraordinarily,    to  deliberate 
upon  an  Affair  of  fuch  Importance.     L.  Lucretius 
was  to  give  his  Opinion  firll.    Juft  as  that  Senator 
"was  opening  his  Mouth  to  fpeak  his  Mind,  the 
Captain  that  mounted  the  Guard  was  heard  to 
call  to  theStandard-Bearer  to  flop  there,  and  plant 
his  Enfign :  For^  added  the  Officer,  here  we  mufi  ftay. 

This  Voice,  heard  at  the  very  Time  when  eve-  Plut.  ,n 
ry  Body  was  at  a  lofs  what  Refolution  to  take,  vita  Ca- 
feemed  to  come  from  Heaven:  I  accept  the  Omen^  "^'^* 
cried  Lucretius^  and  adore  the  Gods^  that  give  us 
fuch  fortunate  Advice.    The  whole  Senate  applaud- 
ed his  Words.     This  News  being  fpread  among 
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the   People,    changed   the  Difpofition    of  every 

Mind  5  and  a  chance  Word,  by  being  turn'd  into 

an  Omen,  had  more  Power  than  the  wifeil  Rea- 

fons  the  Senate  could  urge.     Feij  was  no  longer 

mention'd  j  every  Man  llrove  who  fhould  build 

fafteft,  even  without  diftinguifhing  his  own  Ground 

from  that  of  his  Neighbour.     The  Republic  gave 

Manlius'j  a  Houfe,  fituate  in  the  Capitol,  to  M.  Manlius,  as 

Rezoard.     a  Monument  of  his  Valour,  and  of  the  Gratitude 

Fabius  ^7^- of  his  Fcllow- Citizens.     But   at  the  fame  Time 

c7/fed.        that  flie  rewarded  fo  great  a  Piece  of  Service,  fhe 

^'"'  °f      thought  her  fclf  oblig'd  to  puni{h  ^.  Fahius  Am- 

^^       buftus,  who  had  violated  the  Law  ot  Nations,  and 

thereby  occafion'd  the  Refentment  and  Fury  of  the 

Gauls. 

C.  Martlus  Rutilus,  Tribune  of  the  People,  fum- 
mon'd  him  before  the  Aflembly  of  the  People,  to 
anfwer  for  his  Conduct  in  his  Embafly.     The  Se- 
nate, who  could  not  forgive  him  the  Extremity  to 
which  he  had  reduced  the  Commonwealth,  never 
concern'd  themfelves  in  his  Defence;   all  his  Fa- 
ther's Power  with  the  People  could  not  fave  him. 
His  Relations  gave  out,   that  a  fudden  Death  had 
prevented  the  Decifion  of  this  Affair.     This  was 
what  never  fail'd   to  happen  to  thofe  who  had 
Courage  enough  to  free  themfelves  from  Condem- 
nation and  the  Shame  of  public  Punifhment. 
X.ivy  1. 6.       Mean  while,  thofe  of  the  Citizens  that  were  flill 
difperfed  in  the  Provinces,   thofe  that  while  the 
Gauls  were  Mailers  of  Rome,  had  fettled  at  Feij^ 
or  in  the  Neighbouring  Tov/ns,  the  Priefts,  the 
Women,  the  Children,  all  returned  to  Rome.    E- 
very  one  is  looking  out  for  a  Place  of  Abode;  they 
ilome  re-  build  on  all  Sides;  they  were  allowed  to  take  Stone 
iuili.        where-ever  they  could  find  it.  The  State  furnilh'd 
Tiles;  and  the  Work  was  carry'd  on  with  fo  much 
Diligence,  that  in  lefs  than  a  Year  the  City  was 
quite  rebuilt.,  5 
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Rome  fccm'd  to  rife  up  out  of  her  Alhcsj  hwi'^'^-^  °f 
fcarce  did  her  Inhabitants  begin  to  take  Breath,  ^f^^ 
when  new  Wars  call'd  them  ag^iin  into  the  Field,  po^^g 
The  'Tufcans^  the  Mqiii^   and  the  Folfc'i^   all  near  vjar^  zviib 
Neighbours  oi  Rome^  and  of  Courle  her  Enemies,  her  Neigh- 
made  a  League  to  opprefs  her  before  llie  had  reco-      ''^^" 
ver'd  her  Streng'.h.   The  Latins^  and  Hernici^  Al- 
lies ijjdeed  of  the /^<??«^«  People,  but  always  jealous 
of  her  Greatncfs,  engaged  in  this  Defign,  and  fur- 
nifhed  their  Contingent  of  Troops.     All  flatter'd 
themfelves,  that  after  io  many  Lofles,  they  fliould 
find  the  City  wholly  Dcfencelcfs.     They   threw 
themfelves  by  Confcnt,  and  on  different  Sides,  into' 
its  Territory  j  and  after  having  ravaged  the  Coun- 
try, they  joined  their  Troops,   and  marched  ftrait 
to  Rome.   The  Alilitary  Tribunes  were  fcnt  out  ac 
the  Head  of  the  Legions,   to  hinder  the  Enemy 
from  penetrating  fiirther. 

But  thofe  Generals,  without  ftriking  a  Blow,- 
fuffer'd  themfelves  to  be  enclofed  in  Straits  and 
narrow  Pailages.  All  they  could  do,  was  to  gaini 
the  Top  of  the  Mountain  o^  Mars^  where  they  in^ 
trench'd  themfelves.  Their  Camp  was  indeed  fe- 
cure  from  all  Attacks  on  the  Part  of  the  Enemy, 
but  then  it  was  at  the  fame  Time  inacceffible  to 
Convoys  j  and  the  Army  was  in  Danger  of  periOi- 
ing  by  Hunger, 

In  this  Extremity  they  had  recourfe  to  a  Gene-  P^uf-  in 
ral,    always  fuperior  to  Dangers  and  Difficulties,  r;^"^!  j°'.- 
Camillus   was  a  Third  Time  named  Didator.  ^    i„ 
Immediately  he  calls  all  the  Citizens  to  take  Arms,  Dufatcri 
without  excepting  even  the  old  Men.     His  very 
Name,  and  the  Report  of  his  March,   fill'd  the 
Enemy  with  Terror  5  they  now  think  no  more  of 
Conqueft  j  their  whole  Study  is  hovir  to  avoid  be- 
ing conquer'd  themfelves  ;    they   intrench  them- 
felves in  their  Camp,   which  they  fortify  vvith  z 
flrong  PaliGide   of  Stakes,    and   by  felling   grcac 
Rows  of  Trees,  which  they  lay  before  it.  Camil- 
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Lus  approaches  their  Camp;  and  having  taken  no- 
tice oF  the  Difpofition  of  it,  he  obferved  that  eve- 
ry Morning  there  arofe  a  gre^t  Wind,  which  blowed 
from  the  Mountains.  Upon  this  Obfervation  he 
fecretly  laid  the  Scheme  of  his  Enter  prize;  one 
part  of  his  Troops  made  a  fiilfe  Attack  on  one 
Side  of  the  Camp,  while  on  the  other,  fome  Sol- 
diers, inftrufted  in  their  General's  Defign,  ihrew 
againft  that  Inclofure  of  Wood,  burning  Arrows, 
and  other  combuftible  Material?,  which,  with  the 
help  of  the  Wind  that  rofe  as  ufual,  quickly  burnt 
down  the  Palidide.  The  Fire  catches  hold  of  the 
Tents.  The  Soldiers,  frightned,  run  precipitately 
out  of  the  Camp,  without  ftaying  for  the  Com- 
mands of  their  Officers.  All  rufh  out  in  Crouds, 
and  in  Confufion,  and  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Romans^  who  make  a  terrible  Slaughter  of  them. 
Camillus  then  fent  to  extinguifli  the  Flames,  in 
order  to  fave  the  Booty,  with  which  he  rewarded 
his  Army. 

The  fame  good  Fortune  attended  him  againfl 
the  jEqiil  and  the  I'ufcans.  He  made  War  upon 
them  almoft  Four  Years,  fometimes  in  Quality  of 
Dictator,  and  fometimes  of  Military  Tribune,  and 
in  all  thefe  Wars  he  had  the  fame  Succefs,  and  con- 
Itantly  came  off  victorious. 

But  without  dwelling  upon  this  Run  of  glorious 
Aftions  which  are  not  to  my  Purpofe;  I  fhall  on- 
ly obferve,  that  it  was  no  lefs  to  his  Wifdom  than 
his  Valour,  that  he  owed  the  Title  with  which  his 
Fellow-Citizens  honoured  him,  of  Reftorer  of  his 
Country,  and  fecond  Founder  of  Rotm. 

Among  all  the  Romans^  there  was  none  but 
Marcus  Manlius^  a  Confular  Pcrfon,  that  dilTented 
from  this  general  Efteem.  He  was  indeed  one  of 
the  bravelt  Soldiers  that  Rome  ever  produced,  bun 
jealous  of  his  Ambition  and  Vanity  were  yet  greater  than  his 
CamiUusj  Valour.  He  could  not  bear  to  fee  Camillus  pre- 
Iii7jmbi-  fs^i"^"^  before  him  in  the  Command  of  the  Armies. 
ric's.  If 
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If  I  had  not  faved  the  Fort  and  Capitol^  faid  he, 
ivas  it  pojjible  for  Camillus  to  have  recovered  Rome  ? 
j^nd  does  not  every  Body  know  that  when  he  drove 
out  the  Gauls,  he  fur  prized  them  in  a  Conference^ 
and  at  the  very  'Time  when  they  relied  upon  the  Faith 
of  a  folemn  Treaty  ? 

By  fach  Speeches  he  gave  Vent  to  his  Envy, 
and  tried  to  blacken  the  Glory  of  a  Man,  whom 
he  looked  upon  as  his  Rival.  The  Ambition, 
which  prcy'd  upon  him,  being  joined  to  an  ty^cdi- 
five  Vanity,  he  took  the  fime  way  that  thofe 
who  affect:  the  Tyranny  are  uled  to  follow.  He 
fet  himfelf  to  flatter  the  People  as  much  as  any 
Tribune  could  have  done  ;  and  not  fatisfied  with 
renewing  the  dangerous  Propofah  for  the  Divifion 
of  the  Lands,  the  Ground  or  Pretence  of  all  Sedi- 
tions, he  endeavoured  to  raife  new  ones,  under  co- 
lour of  an  Intention  to  eafe  the  People,  and  give 
them  means  of  difcharging  the  Debts  wr.ich  mofl 
of  the  Plebeians  had  contrafted  to  rebuild  their 
Houfes.  He  paid  for  fome,  and  made  himfelf  an- 
fwerable  for  others.     He  fold  his  Land  to  accuic 

J 

their  Debts ;  and  declared,  that  fo  long  as  he  had 
a  Penny  left,  he  would  never  fuffer  his  Fellow- 
Citizens  to  be  laid  in  Irons.  Sometimes  he  tore 
them  out  of  the  Hands  of  their  Creditors,  and  hin- 
dered them  by  Force  from  carrying  them  to  Pri- 
fon.  By  this  violent  and  feditious  Behaviour,  he 
had  foon  got  about  him  a  kind  of  Guard,  made  up 
of  the  People  he  had  fo  aflilled,  moil:  of  whom 
had  confumed  their  Subllance  in  Debauchery  : 
Thefe  never  left  him,  and  raifed'a  continual  Tu- 
mult in  the  Forum. 

He  reprefented  to  them  fometimes  in  publick, 
and  fometimes  in  private,  that  the  Nobles,  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  being  the  fole  Poffeflors  of  the  Lands 
that  ought  to  be  equally  fhared  among  all  the  Ci- 
tizens, had  alfo  taken  to  their  own  Ufe,  the  Gold 
allotted  for  the  Payment  of  the  Gauls^  which  was 
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raifcd  by  the  voiLimary   Contribution  of  all  that 
had  been  (Iiul  up  in  the  CapitoL     He  added,  that 
the  fame  Patricians  had  fiirthcr  enriched  themfelves 
with  the  Booty  found  in   the  Camp  of  Brennus^ 
which  alone  had  been  fufHcient  to  pay  all  the  Peo- 
ples Debts. 
Sedition  ef     This  Difcouvfe,  repeated  upon  different  Occa- 
fions,    and  artiully  fowed  about  'by  his  Engines, 
raifed  the  Multitude.     All  other  Pretenfions  cea- 
fed ;    fo  great  a  Profpeft  as  every  Man's  having 
his  Debts  difcharged,   left  them  no  room  to  think 
of  any  Thing,   but  to  draw  thefe  Riches  out  of 
the  Hands  of  the  Patricians ,  the  Sedition  increafed 
from  Day  to  Day,    and  its  Author  made  it  the 
more  formidable.     The  Senate  in  this  Diforder, 
refolved  to  apply  to  the  ufual  Remedy,  and  create 
a  Di^iator.     They  made  ufe  of  the  Pretence  of  a 
new  War  with  the  Folfci.    But  no  Body  was  igno- 
rant,   that  that  Magiflrate  would  have  more  dan- 
gerous Enemies   to   deal    with   in   the  City   than 
abroad.     This  Dignity  fell  to  j^.  Cornelius  Cojjus^ 
who  named  ^/mtius  Capitolinus  to  be  General  of 
the  Horfe. 

The  FoJfci  were  defeated  j  but  the  Sedition  grew 
greater  every  Day.  The  Diftator  was  obliged  to 
return  to  Rome.  After  having  agreed  with  the  Se- 
nate upon  the  Courfe  he  fhould  lleer,  he  came  to 
ihtFormn^  accompanied  by  the  Senate,  and  a  great 
Number  of  Patricians-,  he  mounted  his  Tribunal, 
from  whence  he  fcnt  a  Lidor  to  cite  Manlius  to 
appear  before  him. 

Manlius  finding  himfelf  fummoned  before  the 
chief  Magifirate  of  the  Republic,  made  all  his 
Adherents  follow  him  to  the  Forum,  and  approach- 
ed the  Diftator's  Tribunal  with  fo  numerous  a 
Guard,  that  he  was  able  toflrike  more  Terror  into 
his  Judges,  than  he  v/as  likely  to  feel  from  their 
Authority.     The  Senate  and  People  were  fcpa- 
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rated  as  it  were  iRto  two  different  Parties,  ready  to 
come  to  Blows,  with  each  their  Leader  at  their 
Head. 

Then  the  Diftator  having  caufed  Silence  to  be 
proclaimed,    direded  himfelf  to  ManJitis :     "  I 
"  know,  fays  he,  that  you  accufe  the  chief  of  the 
"  Senate,  of  having  mifapplied  the  Gold  defign'd 
"  for  the  Gauls  ^    and   the  Booty  taken  in  their 
"  Camp,    and  that  you  at  the  fame  Time  give 
"  the  People  hopes  that  this  one  Fund  would 
*'  be  fufficient  to  acquit  all  their  Debts.     I  com- 
"  mand  you  to  name  this  Minute,   the  Men  you 
"  charge  with  having  mifapplied  this  Part  of  the 
"  pubiick  Treafure  -,  otherwife,  to  prevent  your  Liv.  I.  6. 
"  feducing  the  People  any  longer  by  Lies  and  vain  Plut.  in 
"  Hopes,  I  ordain,  That  you  be  immediately  car-  ^^"^^^'c."  .. 
"  ried  to  Prifon,  as  an  Incendiary  and  a  Slanderer.     ^°  '   '*"* 

Manlius^  furprized  at  the  flern  and  imperious  ManliusV 
Manner  in  which  the  Di6tator  examin'd  him,  with-  Anjwer, 
out  entring  into  any  Proofs  of-  a  Fa6t  of  fuch  Im- 
portance, replied,  That  he  ask'd  him  a  Queftion, 
which  he  could  refolve  as  well  as  himfelf  j  and 
added,  "  But  is  not  that  which  angers  you,  A.CoV' 
"  nelius^  and  all  the  Senators  and  Pafriciam  in  this 
"  Aflembly,  the  Crowd  of  People  wherewith  I 
"  am  furrounded  ?  Why  do  you  not  rob  me  of 
"  thisAffeftion,  which  makes  you  fo  jealous?  Or 
"  at  leaft,  why  do  you  not  endeavour  to  fhare  it 
"  with  me?  Relieve  the  poor  Citizens  that  groan 
"  beneath  the  Weight  of  the  Ufury  that  finks 
"  them  :  Hinder  them  from  being  cafl  into 
"  Chains :  Take  upon  you  the  Protcftion  of  thofe 
*'  generous  Plebeians,  that,  by  my  Example,  pre- 
'^  ferved  the  Capitol:  Defend  thofe,  that  with  the 
"  Price  of  their  Blood  recover'd  the  very  Spot 
'*  where  now  (lands  your  Tribunal,  and  the  Seat 
"  of  your  Empire  :  Pay  for  fome  :  Anfwer  for 
**  others  >  and  you  will  fee  the  Multitude  follow 

F  f  4  «  yovij^ 


404      1^^^^  HtJIory  of  the  Revolutions  Book  VII. 

"  you,   and  give  you  all  the  Proofs  they  are  able 
"  of  their  Gratitude  and  Love. 

The  DiSlator  replied,  That  this  {hould  not  mif- 
lead  him  from  his  Quellion:  That  he  commanded 
him  to  fpeak  without  fo  many  Subterfuges,  and 
name  diredlly  thofe  whom  he  accus'd  of  having 
embezzel'd  the  Gold  and  Spoils  of  the  Gauls,  or 
elfe  to  acknowledge  before  all  the  People,  that  he 
was  no  better  than  a  Calumniator.  AJanlius,  per- 
plexed and  confounded,  told  him,  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  give  his  Enemies  fo  much  Satisfaftion. 

Upon  this,  the  Diftator  commanded  him  to  be 
led  toFrifon.    The  Li^tors  had  no  fooner  laid  hold 
on  him,   but  Manlius,   to  flir  up  the  People,   in- 
voked all  the  Gods  that  were  revered  in  xh^CapitoI, 
^\-\(\ ^i Rome :  And  turning  to  ths Multitude,  "Can 
'^  you  bear,  O  Generous  Romans,  cried  he,  to  fee 
"  your  Defender  treated  fo  unworthily,   by  Ene- 
"  mies  jealous  of  his  Glory  ? 
Manlius         Notwithftanding  his  Cries,  the  Dilator's  Order 
is  fent  to   was  executed :  He  was  carried  to  Prifon,  and  no 
frijon.      body  flirr'd  to  refcue  him.     His  numerous  Abet- 
tors contented  themfelves  with  fliowing  their  Sor^ 
row  by  Habits  of  Mourning,   which  were  never 
worn  but  in  the  greateft  Calamities.     Nay,  there 
were  fome  that  v/ould  not  cut  cither  their  Beard  or 
Hair.     The  Dictator  laid  down  his  Dignity,  after 
having  had  a  Triumph  for  the  Vi61:ory  he  had 
gained  over  the  Volfci.     The  People  exprefs'd  no- 
thing  but  a  deep  Dejc61ion  on  that  Day  of  Joy  j 
and  they  were  heard  to  fay.  That  the  chief  Orna- 
ment of  this  ftately  Triumph  was  wanting;   and 
that  they  wonder'd  they  did  not  fee  in  it  Manlius 
laden  with  Chains,   and  bound  to  the  Didator's 
Charior,     There  were  ev'en  fomc,    that  to  move 
the  Multitude,   put  them  in  Mmd,   that  ManVihS 
had  been  fo  brav?,   as  alone  to  defend  the  whole 
people  againll  the  GauJs  i  bijt  that  among  fo  great 
g  P^o^kj  not  4  llngle  1^'lan  undertook  to  defend 
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ManliKS  againd:  the  Senntc.     That  it  was  a  Shame  Maniius 
to  fee    a  Conililar  treated    with   To  much  Indig-  ^^^^'^M- 
nity:  And  that  they  ought  to  break  the  Chains 
of  the  Defender  of  the  publick  Liberty.    The  Se- 
nate, fearing  lell  the  People  in  their  Fury  fhould 
force  open  the  Prifons,  and  that  Manlius  being  fct 
free  by  fuch  violent  Means,  might  carry  his  Auda- 
cioufnefs  furrher  than  ever,  thought  they  fhould 
llifle  this  Aflfiir,   if  ti^iey  abaied  a  httle  of  their 
Authority :    But    mllead  of  laying   the  Sedition, 
they,   by  this  timorous  Behaviour,   gave  a  Chief 
to  the  Mutineers,  and  a  Chief  too,  enraged  by  the 
Shame   of  his    Imprifonment,    and   incapable   of 
hearkening  to  Counfels  of  Moderation. 

And  indeed,  he  was  no  fooner  out  of  Prifon,  Excites 
than  inftead  of  growing  the  better  for  his  Difgrace,/'"'/^  ^'- 
he  again  ilirr'd  up  the  People  to  revive  their  anti-^^"  ^^^"^'' 
ent  Pretenfions.  He  fpake  of  nothing  in  private 
Aflemblies,  but  the  Jultice  of  dividing  the  publick 
Lands,  and  the  Neceffity  of  ellablilhing  an  cxa(5t 
Equality  among  all  the  Citizens  of  one  and  the 
fame  Republic.  "  But  you  will  never  bring  fo 
*'  noble  an  Enterprize  to  bear,  added  he,  (ad- 
^'  dreffing  himfelf  to  his  mod  devoted  Creatures) 
*'  fo  long  as  you  oppofe  the  Pride  and  Avarice  of 
"  the  Patricians  only  with  Complaints,  Murmurs, 
*'  and  empty  Difcourfes.  It  is  Time  for  you  to 
"  fliake  off  their  Tyranny  >  to  abolifh  the  Dida- 
"  torfhips  andConfulates.  MakeyourfelvesaHead 
^'  that  may  govern  the  Pi3;/r/V/^«j  as  well  asthePeo- 
"  pie.  If  you  judge  me  worthy  of  that  Honour, 
"  the  more  Power  you  give  me,  the  fooner  you 
''  will  be  in  PoflefTIon  of  the  Things  you  have  fo 
*'  long  willi'd  for.  Idcfire  Authority  with  no  View 
''  but  to  make  you  all  Rich  and  Happy. 

It  is  laid,  that  by  this  feditious  Difcourfe,  he 
meant  to  inflil  into  his  Creatures  the  Defign  of 
relloring  the  Royalty  in  his  Perfon.  But  it  is  not 
J^nown  what  Indruments  he  intended  to  make  ufe 
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of  in  fo  difficult  an  Undertaking,  nor  how  far  he 
carried  his  ambitious  Proje6l',  What  is  moll  cer- 
tain, is,  that  he  held  private  Aflemblies  in  his 
Houfe  on  the  Capitol^  to  which  he  called  neither 
A.  ManlittSy  nor  '/.  Manlius^  his  Brothers,  nor  any 
of  his  Relations;  but  that  on  the  contrary,  no  bo- 
dy was  feen  at  them,  but  People  ruined  with  Debts, 
or  fcandalous  for  their  Debauchery. 

The  Senate,  alarm 'd  at  thefe  Cabals,   made  a 
Decree,  zndi  ^Senatusconfultum^  whereby  the  Mili- 
tary Tribunes,  who  reprefented  the  Confuls,  were 
order'd  to  he  particularly  watchful^  that  the  Republic 
received  no  Damage-^  a  Form  which  was  never  ufed 
but  in  the  grcatelt  Dangers  of  the  State,  and  which 
inverted  thofe  Magiftrates  with  an  Authority  little 
different  from  that  of  the  DiSlator.      After  this, 
different  Means  were  propofed   for  breaking  the 
evil  Defigns  oi  Manlius.   Some  Senators  cried  out, 
That  the  Republic,  upon  this  Occafion,  ftood  in 
need  of  another  Sewilius  Ahala^  who  by  one  bold 
Stroke,  and  the  Death  of  a  bad  Citizen,  reftored 
Peace  and  Tranquillity. 
Jccufed  by      But  M.  Menim^  and  §j  Petillius^  though  both 
the  Tri-     Tribunes  of  the  People,  offered  themfelves  to  the 
h^?;cs.        Senate,  and  opened  to  rhem  a  Scheme  more  fecure 
and  agreeable  to   the  Moderation  of  that  Body. 
Thofe  two  Magiflrates,  forefeeing  that  the  lofs  of 
their  Dignities  would  foon  follow  that  of  the  pub- 
lic Liberty,  reprefented  That  in  the  prefent  Difpo- 
fition  of  Mens  Minds,  they  could  not  attack  Man- 
lius  with  open  Force,  without  engaging  the  Peo- 
ple in  his  Defence  :  That  Ways  of  Violence  were 
always  dangerous,  and  might  raife  a  Civil  War: 
That  their  firfl;  Bufinefs  was  to  feparate  the  Inte- 
refts  of  the  People  from  thofe  of  Manlius:  That 
they  themfelves  would  undertake  to  be  his  Accu- 
fers,  as  of  a  Man  that  affc61:ed  the  Tyranny :   That 
the  People,  from  being  the  Protcdors  of  Manlius^ 
would  become  his  Judge,  and  an  inexorable  Judge, 
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when  they  found  an  Atrempt  and  Confpiracy  was 
formed  againll  their  Liberty :  That  the  Perfon 
accufcd  was  a  Patrician^  and  Tribunes  would  be 
his  Accufers.  The  Senate  embraced  this  Advice  j 
ManliHs  was  cited  j  and  as  the  Crime  alledged  a- 
gainll  him  was  capital,  he  appeared  before  his 
Tudfi;cs  cloathed  in  iVIourninfj.  But  he  came  a- 
lone ;  none  of  his'  Relations  would  accompany 
him,  nor  concern  themfelves  for  his  Difgrace : 
So  much  did  the  Love  of  Liberty^  and  Fear  of 
being  cnflaved,  prevail  in  the  Hearts  of  the  Ro- 
mans^ over  all  the  Ties  of  Blood  and  Nature. 

His  Accufers  charged  him  with  his '  feditioiis 
Difcourfcs}  the  Alterations  he  propofed  to  m-dkc  Defends 
in  the  Government ;  his  ill-meant  Liberalities  to  bimjelf, 
ftir  up  the  Multitude,  and  the  falfe  Accufation 
with  which  he  had  injured  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Senate.  Manlius^  without  entering  into  a 
Difcuflion  of  thefe  fcvcral  Articles,  gave  for  An- 
fwer  a  Relation  of  his  Services,  and  the  Tefti-^ 
monies  he  had  received  of  them  from  his  Gene- 
rals. He  produced  Bracelets,  Javelins,  two  Crowns 
of  Gold,  for  having  enter'd  the  firft  into  the  Ci- 
ties of  the  Enemy  by  Breach  5  eight  Civic  Crowns, 
for  having  faved  the  Lives  of  fo  many  Citizens  in 
Battel  i  and  thirty  Spoils  of  Enemies,  whom  he 
had  fl^in  witli  his  ovvn  Hand  in  fingle  Combat. 
He,  at  the  fame  Time,  open'd  his  Bofom,  and 
fhew'd  it  all  cover'd  with  Scars,  left  by  the 
Wounds  he  had  received  in  Fight.  Laftly,  he 
called  upon  Jupiter^  and  the  other  Gods,  for 
Succour  J  and  turning  to  the  Aflembly,  he  con- 
jured the  People  to  caft  their  Eyes  upon  the 
Capitol^  before  they  condemned  him. 

The  People,  touch'd  with  Compaffion  by  fo  mo- 
ving a  Spcftacle,  could  not  refolve  to  inflift  the 
utmoft  Rigor  of  the  Laws  upon  a  Man  that  had 
faved  the  Republic.     The  Sight  of  the  Capitol 

where 
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where  he  had  fought  fo  valiantly  againft  the  Gauh^ 
wcaken'd  the  Accularion,  and  drew  the  Pity  ot' 
the  Multitude.  The  Tribunes  found,  that  unlefs 
they  removed  the  People  out  of  the  Sight  of  than 
Caftle,  the  Criminal  would  always  have  There  an 
Afylum  againll  the  ftrongeft  Proofs  of  his  Guilt. 
Thus,  for  fear  he  fhould  efcape  them,  they  referr'd 
the  Decifion  of  this  Affair  to  another  Day,  and  ap- 
pointed the  Place  of  the  Aflembly  to  be  without 
the  Gate  Fliiraentana.  Then  the  Obje6i:  that  had 
faved  him,  no  longer  dazzling  the  Eyes  of  his 
Condemn' d.  Judges,  Manlius  wascondemn'd  to  be  thrown  from 

Ro^f      ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^P'^'°^  ^^^^^^'  ^"^  ^^^  Theatre  of 
^^Q^  his  Glory  became  that  of  his  Punifhment  and 

Shame.  None  of  his  Family  ever  afterwards  bore 
the  Name  of  Marcus \  his  Houfe  where  he  had 
held  his  private  Cabals,  was  razed  to  the  Ground ; 
and  it  was  decreed,  that  no  Patrician  iliould  after- 
wards dwell  in  the  Capitol^  left  the  advantageous 
Situation  of  a  Fortrefs  that  commanded  the  whole 
City,  fliould  fuggeft  and  facilitate  the  Defign  of 
enflaving  it. 
Manlius  '^^^  People,  who  pity  indifferently  all  the  Un- 
t-grctted.  fortunate,  without  dillinguifliing  the  Guilty  from 
the  Innocent,  were  not  long  before  they  regretted 
Manlius.  They  had  foon  forgot  his  Ambition  j 
they  remembred  only  his  Courage  and  Valour; 
and  cfpccially  the  Adherence  he  hadfhown  to  Their 
Interells.  Thofe  that  had  received  Benefits  from 
him,  upbraided  the  Multitude  that  their  Favou- 
rites never  lafted  longj  and  that  they  had  always 
bafely  yielded  them  up  to  the  Cruelty  of  the  Se- 
nate :  That  that  chief  Order  could  not  endure 
Virtues  too  confpicuous:  That  Sp.  'Cajjius^  ano- 
ther Confular,  who  had  called  them  to  the  Partiti- 
on of  Lands  i  that  Melius^  who  in  a  Famine  had 
aflided  them  fo  generoufly,  had  perifhed  miferably 
by  the  Jealoufy  of  the  Great  j  and  that  by  the 
fame  Artifice?  they  had  jult  now  dellroy'd  il/^;^//^j-, 

who 
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who  died  only  becaufe  that  noble  Citizen  would 
have  freed  Them  from  the  intolerable  Ufiiry  with 
which  they  were  oppreilcd.    The  Plague  that  hap- 
pened a  little  while  afterwards,  did  not  fail  to  be 
afcribed  by  the  meaner  Sort  to  their  Punifhrnenr   2\;ar  o^ 
of  that    Confiilar.      They  fiid   that  Jupiter^   the  Rome 
Revenger  of  fuch  illuftrious  Blood,  was  incenfed  37 *• 
at  their  having  fo  unjuftly  put  to  Death  the  De- 
fender of  his  Temple. 

New  Wars  that  were  fucceflively  kindled  againft 
the  Folfci^  the  Circ^i^  and  the  Preneflini^  which 
lafted  almoft  fix  Years,  ftifled  thofe  popular  No- 
tions. Peace  bred  new  DilTentionsj  as  if  it  had 
been  the  Fate  of  Rome  never  to  preferve  Tranqui- 
lity at  home  and  abroad  ar  the  fame  Time. 

A  great  Number  of  Plebeians  had  diflinguiHied  neVl^z 
themfelvcs  in  thefe  Wars,  and  acquired  Wealth  in  beians  af- 
them  befides,   which  gave  them  further  Weight.  P^^'^j,'^'^'^ 
Thd'cPkbeians^  whofe  Minds  were  exalted,  thought    "^"'^^  ^ 
it  not  above  them  to  afpire  to  the  Confulatc,  and 
the  Command  of  Armies.     To  attain  thefe  Ho- 
nours, they  inilnuated  in  all  the  Aflemblies,  that 
they  Ihould  never  fee  Concord  pcrfe£tly  rellored 
in  the  Commonwealth,  fo  long  as  the  Dignities 
were  referved  to  the  Patricicms  only :    That  Equa- 
lity was  the  moft  folid  Foundation  of  Union  j  and 
that  Plebeians  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the  Con- 
fulate  indifferently  with  P^/r/Vi^;?j;  That  the  Hope 
of  arriving   at  all  the  Honours  of  the  Republic, 
would  raife  a  noble  Emulation  between  the  two 
Orders  of  the  State;  and  that  no  Plebeian  would 
then   value  his   Life,   when  Dignities,   Honours, 
Nobilicy,  and  Glory  were  common  among  all  the 
Citizens. 

The  poorer  Sort,  Vv^holly  concerned  for  the  Ne- 
ceiTarics  of  Life,  feemed  very  little  moved  with 
thefe  magnificent  Pretenfions.  TVz  Patricians^  on 
the  other  Hand,  long  oppofcd  them  with  great 
Courage  and  Firmncis.   This  was  for  fcvqral  Years 
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a  continual  Subject  of  Difpute  between  the  Senate 
Jind  the  Tribunes  of  the  People.  At  length  the 
Tears  of  a  Woman  produced  what  the  Eloquence, 
Interefl  and  Cabals  of  the  Tribunes  had  not- been 
able  to  obtain.  So  true  it  is,  that  this  artful  Sex 
is  never  ftrongcr  than  when  it  makes  ufe  of  its  own 
Wealcnefs  to  effed:  its  Defigns.  This  will  appear 
in  the  Story  we  are  now  to  relate. 

M.  Fabius  Amhuflus^  befides  his  Three  Sons, 
whom  w^e  fpoke  of  upon  occalion  of  the  War  of 
the  G^/Jj",  had  two  Daughters  j  of  which  the  el- 
deft  was  married  to  Ser.  SulpiUus^  a  Patrician  by 
Birth,  and  then  Military  Tribune j  and  the  youn- 
ger had  efpoufed  a  rich  Plebeian^  named  C.  Lici- 
nius Stolo.  One  Day,  when  that  Plebeian's  Wife 
was  at  her  Sifter's  Houfe,  the  Liftor  that  went  bC' 
iovtSuIpitius  at  his  Return  from  the  Senate,  knock- 
ed roughly  at  the  Door  with  the  Staff  of  the  Faf- 
ceSy  to  give  notice  that  the  Magiftrate  was  coming 
in.  This  extraordinary  Noife  frightcn'd  the  Wife 
of  Licinius.  Her  Sifter  took  no  other  Notice  of  her 
Concern  but  by  a  malicious  Smile  that  feemed  to 
hint  at  the  Inequality  of  their  Conditions.  Her 
Vanity,  ftung  to  the  Quick  by  fo  mortifying  a  Di- 
ftinftion,  threw  her  into  a  deep  Melancholy.  Her 
Father  and  Husband  often  asked  her  the  occafion 
of  it}  but  without  getting  any  fatisfa61:ory  An- 
fwer.  She  affe6i:ed  to  bury  the  Caufe  of  it  in  an 
obftinate  Silence.  Thofe  two  Romans^  who  were 
extreamly  fond  of  her,  redoubled  their  Intreaties, 
and  omitted  no  Means  to  draw  the  Secret  from 
her.  At  length,  after  as  much  Refiftance  as  fhe 
thought  necelTary  to  increafe  their  Curiofiry,  fhe 
pretended  to  yield  to  their  Defiresj  and  confeiled 
with  Tears  in  her  Eyes,  and  with  a  fort  of  Con- 
fufion,  that  fhe  fhould  certainly  die  of  Grief,  if 
being  of  the  fame  Blood  as  her  Sifter,  her  Huf- 
band  could'  not  attain  the  fame  Dignities  as  her 
Brother-in-law, 

Fahitis 
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Fahius  and  Licinius,  to  comfort  her,  gave  her  a 
folemn  Promife,  that  they  would  Ipare  no  Pains  to 
procure  for  their  Family  the  fame  Honours  as  ihe 
had  feen  in  that  of  her  Siller  j  and  without  lofing 
Time  in  making  Jntcreli:  for  the  Military  Tribu- 
nate, they  boldly  aim'd  at  once  at  the  very  Con- 
fullliip.  Her  Father,  though  a  Patriciajt^  joined 
with  his  Son-in-law  5  and  either  out  of  Complai- 
flince  to  his  Daughter,  or  Refentment  of  the  Death 
of  his  Son,  whom  the  Senate  had  deferted,  enter'd 
into  Meafures  oppofite  to  thofe  of  his  own  Order. 
Licinius  and  he  aflbciated  into  their  Defign  L, 
Sextius^  of  a  Plebeian  Family,  equally  effccem'd  for 
his  Valour  and  his  Eloquence,  an  intrepid  Defen- 
der of  the  Privileges  of  the  People  j  and  who,  as 
the  very  Patricians  confefs'd,  wanted  nothing  but 
a  more  illuftrious  Birth  to  capacitate  him  for  the 
higheft  Offices  of  the  Republic. 

C.  Licinius  and  L.  Sextius,  agreed  to  get  the 
Plebeian  Tribunate  firft,  as  a  kind  of  Step  to  the 
Supreme  Magiftracy :  This  they  eafily  obtained. 
Scarce  had  they  compaHed  this  firft  Point,  but 
they  refolved  to  ufe  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to 
make  the  Confulfliip  common  to  both  Orders  of 
the  Republic.  To  effefl:  this  Dcfign,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  Senate  from  getting  both  the  Places  of*" 
the  Confulate  by  their  Credit  fill'd  by  Patricians^ 
they  formed  the  Draught  of  a  Law,  which  decreed 
that  one  of  thofe  two  Places  iliould  always  be  fil- 
led with  a  Plebeian. 

The  Eufinefs  was  to  bring  the  whole  Body  of  Stratagem 
the  People  into  this  Projeft-,  which  was  no  e-A^y  of  the  Tri^ 
Matter,  the  Multitude  being  much  fonder  of  the  ^j^""°f^^' 
Divifion  of  the  Lands,   or  the  Abolition  of  the  JSJthe 
Debts,    than   of   the   Confular   Dignity,    which  Co?ifuIate 
could  never  affe6l:  anv  but  the  moit  powerful  of^-^^'"'^  ^^ 
their  Order.     Thus  the  two  Tribunes  agreed  to  '^'%^-'''' 

^  <  '-'  equally 

tack    thele  Propolals  together,    and   to  carry  X.\\q  zoUh  the 

Law  relating  to  the  Confulate,  by  Means  of  that  Nobles. 

of 
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of  the  Partition  of  the  Lands:  They  added  a 
third,  full  as  advantageous  to  the  Multitude,  for 
the  reftraining  of  Ufury.  It  was  propofed  to  de- 
du6t  from  the  capital  Debt,  whatever  had  been 
paid  forexceflive  Intereft,  and  the  PrincipaUvas  to 
be  difcharged  in  three  Years,  and  by  three  equal 
Payments. 

The  fecond  Law  related  to  the  Partition  of  the 
conquer'd  Lands,  the  perpetual  Subje£b  of  ConteO: 
between  the  Senate  and  People.  But  as  the  Tri- 
bunes forefaw  that  the  whole  Body  of  Patricians^ 
and  indeed  thofe  rich  Plebeians  too,  that  had  long 
been  in  PolTeflion  of  fuch  Lands,  would  jointly 
ftand  up  againfl  their  Propofiilj  and  that  their  Op- 
pofition  might  hinder  the  pafling  of  the  Law  con- 
cerning the  Confulate,  they  refolved  to  content 
themfelves  with  demanding,  that  at  leafl:  it  fhould 
be  unlawful  for  the  future,  to  polTefs  above  Five 
hundred  Acres  of  themj  and  that  thofe  who  were 
found  to  have  more  than  that,  fliould  be  deprived 
of  them  i  to  be  diflributed  among  thofe  who  en- 
joyed no  Inheritance  in  Land. 

Laftly,  By  the  third  Law,  (the  only  Objed  thofe 
Tribunes  had  in  View,)  it  was  decreed,  that  Mili- 
tary Tribunes  fhould  not  be  chofen  any  more  j  that 
the  Confulate  fhould  be  reftor'd,  with  all  its  Pre- 
rogatives j  and  that  one  of  the  Confuls  fhould  al- 
ways be  taken  out  of  the  Body  of  the  Plebeians. 

The  two  Tribunes  propofed  thefe  Laws  in  the 
firfl  AfTembly.  Never  did  Divifion,  Cabals,  and 
Intrigues  rim  higher.  It  was  attacking  both  the 
Senate  and  Nobility  in  all  that  raifes  the  moft  vio- 
lent Defires  in  Man :  Riches  and  Honour.  The 
whole  Body  of  Patricians  declared  loudly  againfl 
thefe  Propofals :  The  People,  on  their  Side,  back- 
ed their  Tribunes  with  equal  Warmth  -,  nay,  there 
were  Deferters  in  both  Parties.  The  Rich  Ple- 
beian^ whofe  Acquifitions  had  made  the  Interell  of 
his  Order  contrary  to  his  own,  fear'd  he  fhould 

be 
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be  ftripp'd  of  Part  of  his  Wealth;  and  the  Noble 
and  Patrician  that  were  poflefTed  of  no  more  Land 
than  what  was  allowed  by  the  Law,  Hood  up  for 
it,  in  order  to  make  themfclves  agreeable  to  the 
People,  and  by  that  means  to  attain  the  chief  Dig- 
nities of  the  Republic.  The  City  was  full  of 
Tumult;  Difcord  reign'd  in  all  Parts  of  itj  even 
Families  were  divided  among  themfelves:  Every 
one  chofe  his  Party,  according  to  his  private  Views 
and  Intercllsi  and  Rome  was  in  that  Agitariori 
which  is  the  ufual  Forerunner  of  Seditions  and  Ci- 
vil Wars. 

The  AfTembly  broke  up  without  coming  to  any 
Refolution.  The  two  Tribunes,  who  were  the 
Heads  of  their  Party,  fpent  the  Interval  betwixc 
That  and  the  next  Ailemblyin  Caballing  and  fecu- 
ring  the  Votes  of  the  Multitude.  The  Senate,  on 
their  Parts,  held  feveral  Councils  both  in  public 
and  private.  At  length  they  had  Recourfe  to  an 
Expedient,  which  had  already  been  of  very  great 
Service  to  them:  They  gain'd  over  fomc  of  the 
Tribunes  of  the  People.  Thefe,  being  difpleafcd 
that  L I  c  I N I  u  s  and  S  e  x  t  i  u  s  lllould  afTurne  the  ^°^'fj( 

^~-*  the  IT  I'' 

whole  Authority  of  their  College  to  themfelves^  ^.^^^g^ 
gave  the  Senate  private  Affuranccs  of  their  Oppo-  tkzvsrt 
lition.  LiciNius  andSfiXTius,  who  knew  nothing  ^/^^'^  ^"^'^ 
of  this  fecret  Combination,  aflembled  the  People, '^'''^''^^' 
in  full  Confidence  that  nothing  could  prevent  the 
Reception  of  their  Lav/s :  They  order'd  them  tcj 
be  read,  and  at  the  fame  time  invited  all  the  Tribes 
to  give  their  Voices.     But  the  Tribunes,  whov/ere 
won  over  by  the  Senate,   immediately  rof?,   and 
declar'd.  That  they  oppofed  it. 

The  Oppofition  of  one  (ingle  Tribune  Wa?j  as 
we  have  faid  before,  an  invincible  Oblfacle  to  any 
Propofal;  and  all  they  had  Occafion  to  fay,  to 
hinder  the  Succefs  of  any  Affair,  was  this  one  La^ 
tin  W^ord,  VE'fO^  I  forbid  it:  A  Term  fo  pow- 
erful in  the  Mouth  of  thofe  Plebeian  Magiftrates^ 

G  g  tbsS 
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that  without  the  lead  Rcafon  given  for  their  Op- 
pofition,  it  was  equally  fufficienc  to  break  the  Re- 
folutions  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Propofals  cf  the 
other  Tribunes. 

Thus  the  Laws  were  rejected,  and  the  Senate 
triuraph'dj  but  Sextius,  though  furprized  at  the 
Treachery  of  his  Colleagues,  abated   nothing   of 
his  Boldnefsj  but  taking  his  Refolution  in  a  Mo- 
ment :  "  The  Gods  forbid  (faid  he)  that  I  fhould 
"  violate  the  nobleft  Privilege  of  the  People,  tho' 
"  their  Magiftrates  make  ufe  of  it  now  againfl 
"  their  Intereft!     But  fince  this  Oppofition  has 
*'  fo  much  Power,  we,  in  our  Turn,  fhall  make 
''  ufe  of  the  fame  Weapon."    Then   addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  Senate  and  Patricians:   "  You  may 
'^  call  as  many  Aflcmblies  as  you  plcafe,  Gentle- 
"  men,  (added  he)  to  ele61;  Military  Tribunes  5  you 
''  will  find  that  this  Word  VETCO^  which  is  now 
"  fo  agreeable  to  you  in  the  Mouth  of  my  Col- 
*'  leagues,  will  not  pleafe  you  fo  well  in  mine. 
Anarchy  ef     Thcfe  werc  no  empty  Threats  J  for  the  Time 
jiveYears.  being  come  for  the  Eledion  of  new  Military  Tri- 
bunes, LiciNius  and  Sextius  fiiffly  oppofed  the 
proceeding  to  any  Ele6bion  at  all  of  them  j  though 
at  the  fame  Time  they  managed  it  fo  well,  as  to 
continue  themfelves  in  the  Plebeian  Tribunefliip. 
They  renew'd  the  fame  Oppofition  for  the  five 
fucceeding  Years  j  fo    that  the  Republic  being 
without  a  Head,  fell,  through  the  Obftinacy  of 
both  Parties,  into  a  kind  of  Anarchy  j  which  was 
interrupted  only  by  the  Creation  of  fome  Inter' 
Kings^  who  were  elefted  at  Times,  to  try  to  bring 
Matters  to  a  Reconciliation. 
Tufculum      Mean  time,  a  foreign  War,  which  feemed  to 
iefteged.     be  a  Icfs  Evil  than  thefe  domeftick  Broils,  came, 
as  it  were,  to  the  Afiiftance  of  the  Senate.    The 
Inhabitants  of  Felitr^  made  Incurfions  into   the 
Lands  of  the  Republic,  and  afterwards  befieged 

l^ufculmn^ 


BookVII.     /^  ^/^'^  Roman  Republic.  415" 

'Tufculum^  a  City  in  League  with  the  Roman  Peo- 
ple. As  they  could  not  avoid  taking  Arms  to  re- 
pel this  Infulr,  the  two  Tribunes  of  the  People 
were  conllrain'd  to  wave  their  Oppofitionj  and 
they  proceeded  to  the  Eleftion  of  Military  Tri- 
bunes, to  lead  their  Army  into  the  Field. 

The  Enemies  were  beaten,  and  the  Siege  oiluf- 
ciiJum  raifed,  Velitr^  was  afterwards  beficged  5  buc 
that  Place  not  being  taken  by  thofe  that  began 
the  Siege,  they  were  obliged  to  create  new  Mili- 
tary Tribunes.  Licinius  and  Sextius  not  being 
able  to  hinder  ir,  found  Means  to  get  Fahius  Am- 
bujHus^  the  Father-in-law  of  Licinius,  to  be  cho- 
fen  for  one  of  thofe  Magiftrates. 

Thefc  two  Men,  artful,  enterprizing,  and  fup- !7'>^^?>/- 
ported  by  a  Military  Tribune,  reigned  nnperioufly  ^^-"^^  ^-^^^ 
in  all  the  Afiemblies  :  They  reprefented  to  the  Zlr.Ji&nces. 
People,  That  in  a  Republic,  the  Great  Offices 
iliould  be  the  Reward  of  Merit  equally  in  all, 
Vv'ithout  Diftin^Slion  of  Birth  or  Riches.  And  Sex- 
tius, who  was  naturally  eloquent,  turning  to  the 
Senate,  and  apoflrophilir^g  the  Patricians^  asked 
them  fternly.  Whether  they  could  not  fubfift  upon 
Five  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  when  their  Ancc- 
ftors  had  but  two  Acres  allotted  them  for  c:lch 
Mafter  of  a  Family,  and  moft  of  the  People  had  no 
more  even  Now?  "But  (adds  he)  it  is  this  unequal 
"  Partition  among  the  Citizens  of  one  and  the 
"  fame  Republic,  which  is  theCaufe  that  thePeo- 
"  pie  groans  under  the  Weight  of  Ufury  j  and  that 
"  we  daily  fee  Men  free-born,  lying  in  Chains, 
''  and  dragg'd  to  Jayl  like  fo  many  Slaves.  And 
"  we  muil  not  flatter  ourfelves  (added  he)  that  the 
"  Rich  will  fet  any  Bounds  to  their  Avarice,  or 
'^  that  the  'Patricians  will  abate  any  Thing  of  that 
''  tyrannical  Dominion  which  they  exercife  over 
"  our  Goods  and  Perfons,  till  the  People  have  fo 
*'  much  Courage  as  to  chufe  a  Conful  out  of  their 
*'  their  own  Body,  who  may  be  the  Interpreter  of 
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"  their  Neceffities,  and  the  Prote6tor  of  their  Li-« 
"  berty. 

At  the  fame  time  that  Sextius,  by  thefe  and 
the  like  Difcourfes,  was  fomenting  the  Animofity 
of  the  Plebeians  againfl  the  Senate,    his  Friends 
ji.nd  Adherents  gained  over  his  Colleagues,  who  at 
length  ceafed  their  Oppofition.     Sextius,  having 
got  clear  of  this  Obftacle,  convened  the  Aflembly 
^    ..,      of  the  People.  The  Senate,  alarm'd  at  this  Change 
madeDi-   i"  the  Tribunes,  who  broke  their  Word  with  them, 
aator  to    had  Recourfe,  as  in  the  greateft  Dangers  of  the 
fvithftand  Republic,    to  a  Dictator  j    and  all  the  Senators 
the  Tn-    ^j^j^  ^^  unanimous  Voice,  bellowed  that  Dignity 
Tear  of      upon  CAMiLLys.  This  was  the  Fourth  Time  he  had 
Rome       been  inveftcd  with  it :   He  accepted  not  of  it  now 
5^4-         without  fome  Unwillingnefs.    Being   indifferent 
between  the  Nobility  and  the  People,  and  folely 
attached  to  the  whole  Body  of  the  Republic,  lie 
had  been  glad  to  have  avoided  fiding  with  either 
Party ;  but  the  Conteft  was  too  furious,  and  the 
Tribunes  too  obilinate  and  hot  to  be  prevailed  up- 
on by  moderate  Counfels.   The  two  Tribunes,  fe- 
cure  of  their  Colleagues,  who  had  removed  their 
Oppofition,  thought  there  was  nothing  now  left  to 
hinder  the  pafling  of  their  Laws,  When  theDifta- 
tor,  to  gain  Time,  publifhed  an  Order  for  thei^fl- 
man  People  to  appear  in  the  Field  o£  Mars,  to  fol- 
low him  to  War. 

This  Command  of  a  Magiftrate,  who  had 
Power  of  Life  and  Death  over  his  Fellow- Citizens, 
caufed  a  great  deal  of  Uneafinefs  among  the  Peo- 
ple. The  Tribunes,  to  give  them  Courage,  had  the 
Boldnefs  to  threaten  the  Dictator,  that  they  would 
condemn  him  to  a  Fine  of  Fifty  Thoufand 
^  Drachmae,  unlefs  he  revoked  his  EdicSt.  But  du- 
ring thefe  Difputes,    the  Time  elapfed  3    Nighc 

*  The  Greek  Drachma  was,  in  vrJue,  the  fame  as  the  Ro- 
man Denarius,  that  'is,  feven  or  dght  French  S(His,  according 
to  the  mojl  general  Opinion,, 

came 


BooJkVir.  in  the  Roman  Republic.         417 

came  on,  and  thofe  of  the  People,  who,  in  fpight 
of  the  Diftator's  Edi61:j  were  come  to  the  Affem- 
bly  with  the  Tribunes,    were  oblig'd   to   depart: 
without  agreeing  upon  any  thing  5  which  was  the 
Didator's  chief  Aim.     He  afterwards  laid  down  yg^r  of 
his  Dignity  5  either  becaufc,  confidering  his  great  Rome 
Age,  and  perhaps  ftill  remembring  his  Exile,  he  385- 
did  not  care  to  venture  himfelf  again  in  an  Affair 
of  fo  much  Heat  J  or,  which  Livy  thinks  the  more  Liv.  6. 
probable,  becaufe  he  was  privately  inform'd,  thatl^ec.  i. 
there  was  fome  Defed  in  the  Form  of  taking  the 
Aufpices  at  his  Creation  of  Di61-ator.     We  have 
already  heard  to  what  a  Point  of  Superftition  the  Religious 
Romans^  who  were  then  no  lefs  ignorant  and  un-^^'"'^^^'^* 
polifli'd  than  they  were  courageous,   had  carried 
thefe  fcrupulous  Obfervations.     If  the  Augur,  in 
the  preparatory  Prayers,  miltook  one  fingle  Word 
for  another  5  if  the  Veil  which  covered  his  Head 
chanced  ^to  fallj  or  if  he  himfelf  did  not  rife  or 
lit  down  again  in  his  Seatexadly  at  the  Times  and 
Circum fiances  appointed  5    the   Omiflion   of  the 
lead  of  thefe  Formalities,    which    might    eafily 
happen  in  an  infinite  Number  of  other  Ceremo- 
nies, was  fufHcient  to  make  void  all  the  Delibera- 
tions  or  Ele61:ions  that  were  performed  in  Confe- 
quence  of  this  A6t  of  Religion}  and  a  Man  that 
was  capable  of  defpifing  the  Auguries^  was  looked 
upon  as  profane  and  impious.     It  is  not  furprizing, 
therefore,  that  a  Magiftrate,  fo  pious  as  Camil- 
Lus,  fhould  be  unv/illing  to  retaiji  any  longer  a 
Dignity  conferred  upon  him  contrary  to  the  Laws 
and  Notions  of  his  Religion.     And  what  would 
make  one  believe  that  he  did  not  abdicate  it  out  of 
Fear  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  People,  is,  that  foon 
afterwards  he  accepted  it  again,  when  the  Affair 
of  the  Confulate  was  not  yet  determin'd.     Mean 
time,   as  the   Senate,    in  fo   nice  a   Conjufture^ 
knew  not  how  to  acl  Vv^thout  a  Di6tator,  whofe 
Authority  might  be  a  Curb  upon  the  Cabah  and 
G  g  5  Intrigues 
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Intrigues  of  the  Tribunes,  they  conferr'd  that  great 
p.  Manlius  Dignity  on  P.  Manlius  ^   who,  till  then,  had  al- 
Diaator.    ways  fcem'd  a  firm  Adherent  to  the  Inierefts  of 
his  Order  and  Society.   But  the  Choice  this  Magi- 
flrate  made  of  a  'Plebeian^  named  C.  Licinius,  for 
General  of  his  Horfe,  ihowed  his  fecret  Inclina- 
tion for  the  Party  of  the  People  j   though  he  en- 
deavoured to  juftify  fo  extraordinary  a  Nominati- 
on, which,  as  yet,   was  without  Example,  upon 
Account  of  the  Dignity  of  Military  Tribune,  which 
this  C.  Licinius  had  before  enjoyed;  wherein  we 
are  to  diftinguifh  him  from  C.  Licinius  Stolo, 
who  was  only  Tribune  of  the  People.  The  Dicta- 
tor, to  excufe  himfelf  for  making  this  Choice,  al- 
ledged  fome  remote  Alliance  between  his  Family 
and  that  of  Licinius.     Which  fhows  how  rarely 
mutual  Fidelity  is  preferved  \\\  the  Confufions  of 
the  State,  becaufe  of  the  fecret  Ties  that  there  are 
among  the  Citizens  of  one  and  the  fame  City,  tho' 
of  oppofite  Parties.    S  e x  t  i  u  s  apprehending  no- 
thing either  from  the  Di61:ator,  or  General  of  the 
Horfe,  was  now  in  hopes  of  bringing  all  his  De- 
figns  to  a  happy  Conclufion:  He  employed  his  E- 
loquence  in  all  the  Aflemblies,  to  infpire  the  People 
lrJ.ip'      with  his  own  Ambition.     But  the  Multitude,  who 
rcnce  of     earneftly  wifiicd  for  the  Partition  of  Lands,  and 
the  People  ^^^^  Relief  in  their  Debts,  feemed  but  very  indif- 
"cenfulate.  fcrent  as  to  the  Confulate.     This  generous  People 
had  a  Veneration  for  the  Blood  of  the  Patricians^ 
as  the  glorious  Spring  of  fo  many  Generals  who 
had  led  them  to  Battel  and  Conqueft. 

The  Two  Tribunes,  alarmed  at  this  Coldnefs, 

feigned  that  they  would  meddle  no  longer  with 

any  publick  Aifairs:  They  even  jointly  refufcd  to 

concur  in  the  Ele<^l:ion  that  was  to  be  made  of  new 

Tribunes  for  the  following  Year.     Sextius  repre- 

'Amhitisn    felted  in  all  the  Afiemblies,   that  his  Colleague 

'^Uraui   ^"^  ^^  ^^^  grown  old  in  that  Office  to  noPurpofe: 

\ribunes.    That  it  was  now  nine  Years  fince  they  had  con- 

^  tended 
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tended  with  the  Senate  for  the  Good  of  the  People, 
who  were  now  ready  to  abandon  them :  That  t  • ,  1  g 
the  Plebeians  would  indeed  very  gladly  come  into 
the  Partition  of  Lands,  and  were  no  lefs  eager  to 
be  freed  of  their  Debts  3  but  when  the  Honour  of 
their  Magillrates  was  to  be  promoted,  and  the  Re- 
ward of  their  Services  to  be  paid,  nothing  was  to 
be  met  with  but  Coldnefs  and  Indifference.  And 
now  Sextius  flinging  off  the  Mask :  "  Know  (fays 
"  he  to  the  People)  that  our  Propofals  are  infepa- 
*'  rable.  Youmuftrefolve  to  pafsthem  conjointly} 
"  and  if  we  do  not  obtain  the  Confulate  by  your 
"  Suffrages,  you  {hall  have  neither  conquer'd  Lands, 
"  nor  Diminution  of  your  Debts  -,  and  I  declare, 
''  that  my  Colleague  and  I  will  renounce  an  Of- 
"  ficefrom  which  we  reap  nothing  but  Ingratitude. 

All  the  Senators  and  Patricians  in  the  Affembly 
could  not  enough  wonder  at  the  Impudence  with 
which  this  audacious  Tribune  made  fo  open  aCon- 
feflion  of  his  ambitious  Aims.     Jppius  Claudius,  ^^^^ 
the  Grandfon  of  the  Decemvir^  rifing  up,  and  ad-  Rome 
drefling   himfelf   to   the  Muhitude:    "  At  leafl  385."' 
"  (fays  he)   you  can  now  no  longer  doubt  that 
''  your  Tribunes  have  flirred  up  all  thefe  Seditions 
*'  for  nothing  but  their  own  Intereft.     You  hear 
"  thefe  ntw  Tarquins  threaten  you  without  Fear  of 
"  Punifhment,  that  neither  You  fhall  have  Lands, 
''  nor  the  Republick  Magiftrates,  unlefs  the  Con- 
''  fuKhip  be  yielded  to  them. 

The  People  were  very  fenfible  of  the  Pride  and 
Contempt  they  fhowed  in  this  Alternative  j  but 
the  Bufinefs  was  gone  too  far:  The  Multitude,  be- 
ing afraid  of  lofing  their  Defenders,  folemnly  en- 
gaged themfelves  to  follow  their  Dire6lions  impH- 
citly.  It  v/as  only  upon  this  Condition,  that  thofe 
Two  Magiftrates  condefcended  to  hold  their  Tri- 
bunelliip:  And  the  moil  ambitious  of  Men  v>7ere 
fo  artful,  as  to  make  a  new  Merit  of  the  Continu- 
ation of  their  Empire  and  Dominion. 

Gg  4  The 


4^0 


Jrrtiption 
cf  the 
Gauls. 


The  Hijiory  of  the  Revolutions  Book  VII. 

The  Senate  and  Nobility  were  confounded  at 
the  Boldnefs  of  two  Men  that  had  got  the  Secret 
of  perpetuating  themfelves  in  two  Offices,  annual 
by  their  Inftitution,  but  which  they  were  making 
Hereditary  in  their  FamiHes.     The  Senators  up- 
braided each  other  with  their  Weaknefs,  and  cou'd 
not,  without  Indignation,  think  with  what  a  De- 
creafe   of  Authority   they   fliould   leave   to  their 
Children  the  Dignity  they  had  received  from  their 
Fathers.     The  whole  City  was  in  Motion,  and  its 
Inhabitants  juft  upon  the  Point  of  taking   Arras 
againll  each  other,   when  they  were   obliged  to 
turn  them  againfl.aCloud  of  Gauls^  who,  from  the 
Shore  of  the  y^driaik  Sea,  were  advancing  towards 
Ro?7ie,  to  revenge  the  Defeat  of  their  Countrymen. 
Enemies  fo  formidable  fufpended  the  Divifions 
that  tore  the  Commonwealth.     It  was   now  no 
longer  time  to  difpute  about  the  Superiority  either 
of  Capacity  or  Valour  between  the  Patricians  and 
Plebeians.     A  common  Danger,  the  fureft  Tefl;  of 
true  Merit,  united  all  their  Votes  5   and  the  Tri- 
bunes of  the  People  demanded  Camillus  for  their 
Di6tator,  with  as  much  Eagernefs  as  the  Senate. 
This  was  the  Fifth  time  that  he  was  raifed  to  this 
Supreme  Poft.     Vi6tory,  under  fo  great  a  Captain, 
was  neither  difficult  nor  doubtful.  The  Gauls  were 
defeated}  a  great  Number  fell  in  the  Field  of  Bat- 
tel; and  the  reft,  being  fcatter'd  by  Flight,  and 
unable  to  rally,  were  knock'd  on  the  Head  by  the 
Peafints.     The  End  of  this  War  was  the  Begin- 
ning of  new  Troubles  at  Home,  and  the  old  Di- 
^  vifions  broke  out  afrefli.     Licinius  and  Sextius, 
•y"'!^*-^^/ thbfe   perpetual  Tribunes,   refolved  to  carry    the 
\unes  a-     Confulate  at   any   rate.     For  this  Purpofe,   they 
gainfi  Ca-  convened  the  Afiembly  of  the  People,  and,  with- 
out (laying  to  harangue  them  as  ufual,  order'd  the 
Votes  to  be  gather'd.     The  Didator,  who  came 
pto  the  Forum^  followed  by   the  whole  Senate, 
WQu'd  have  oppofed  it>   but  the  Tribunes,  who 
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now  refpeclcd  neither  the  Laws,    nor  the  cliief 
Dignity  of  the  Republick,  fent  a  Lidor  to  feize  pj^j^  -^ 
Camillus,  and  carry  him  to  Prifon.     This  At-  Caraillo. 
tempt  upon  the  Sovereign  Magiilrate,   made  the 
whole  Nobility  rife  at  once:  Rome  never  faw  Co 
great  a  Tumult.     The  Patricians  drive  back  the 
Liftor,  and  the  Plebeians  at  the  fame  time  prepare 
to  back  him.     The  two  Parties  draw  up  on  each 
lide  of  the  Place,  juft  ready  to  come  to  Blows. 
In  this  Diforder,   the  Dictator  fends  word  to  the 
Tribunes  to  reftrain  their  Animofity  for  a  Moment: 
He  then  calls  to  him  all  the  Senators,  and  carries 
them    into  a  neighbouring  Temple,   in  order  to 
conae  to  fome  final  Refolution.   But,  before  he  en-  Ovid  Fait, 
tred,  he  turned  towards  the  Capitol^  and  addreffing  lib.  i. 
himfelf  to  the  Gods,  he  made  a  Vow  to  build  a  ^'^'^^-  ^^ 
Temple  to  Concord^  if  he  could  reflore  Union  a-  ^^^' 
mong  his  Fellow-Citizens. 

There  were  flrong  Debates  among  the  Sena- 
tors, What  they  had  bell  to  doj  but  at  laft,  the 
Danger  prefling  hard  upon  them,  and  the  People 
in  their  Fury  threatning  to  leave  Rome^  the  more 
moderate  Courfe,  and  that  which  was  moft  fuitable 
to  the  prefent  ftate  of  Things,  was  refolved  en  by 
Plurality  of  Voices  5  and  they  at  length  confented 
to  grant  the  People  one  of  the  Places  in  the  Con-  ^  pjebei- 
fulfhip :  S  E  X  T I  u  s  was  the  firfl  of  the  Plebeians  an  Co?iful. 
that  enjoyed  ir,  and  Licinius  fuccceded  him 
fhortly  afterwards.  The  Patricians^  on  their  fide, 
by  the  Interpofiiion  of  the  Di6!:ator,  obtained  two 
new  Onlccs  peculiar  to  themfelves,  exclufive  of 
the  People,  as  it  were  to  make  them  amends  for 
what  they  had  loft. 

The  fiift  was  thePrxtorfhip,  eftablifiied  for  xhz  Pr.-^tor- 
difpenfing  of  Juicice  in  the  City  :  A  Function  ori-^'''>  ^''^'^- 
ginally  Part  of  the  Confulate ,  but  which  the  Confuls  ^'^^' 
cou'd  not  always  attend  the  Execution  of,  efpecially 
in  the  Summer,  which  they  ufually  fpent  at  the 
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Head  of  the  Armies.  Thus  the  PrsetorHiip  was 
looked  upon  as  a  Supplement  to  the  (Jonfulate, 
and  the  Second  Dignity  in  the  Commonwealth. 
Suidas,  Sp.  Furius.  the  Di(51:ator's  Son,  was  the  firft  Prae- 
tor of  Rome :  and  as  fuch  \vas  allowed  the  Pr^- 
texta^  or  Robe  edged  with  Purple  j  the  Curule 
Chair,  and  SixLictors  bearing  Faices  before  him: 
Wherein  the  Prsstor  was  diftinguimed  from  the 
•Conful,  who  had  Twelve.  And  as  the  Didlator 
bad  the  General  of  the  Horfe  for  his  Vicegerent, 
and  the  Confuls  their  Lieutenants  5  the  Prsetor  had 
the  Quaeiiors  particularly  under  his  Diredion,  and 
they  eafed  him  of  Part  of  his  Bufinefs. 
Tf-e  Major  The  Second  Office  that  was  created  in  Favour 
^dility  of  the  Patricians^  was  the  Major  j^dility^  (o  call- 
crented.  ^j^  ^q  diftinguiOi  it  from  the  Plebeian  uEdility^ 
eltabliilied  at  the  fame  time  as  the  Tribunes  of  the 
People,  whofe  Lieutenants  they  were  looked  up- 
on to  be.  This  Office  was  alfo  called  the  Curule 
JEdility^  becaufe  thofe  who  pofTeffied  it,  were,  like 
the  Coniuls  and  Praetors,  allow'd  to  be  carry'd  in 
a  kind  of  Throne  adorned  with  Ivory,  which  they 
called  the  Curule  Chair. 

The  two  firft  Patrician  JEdilcs  were  Cn.  ^un- 
IavA'j.  ilus  CapitoVmus^  and  P.  Cornelius  Scipio.  The  Fun- 
^l"l:n"  d'ions  of  thcfe  jEdiles  were  anfwerable  to  thofe  of 
our  Mayors,  Lieutenants  de  Police^  and  Treafurers 
of  France^  all  at  the  fame  time.  They  had  the 
Care  of  the  Temples,  Theatres,  Sports,  Games, 
Publick  Places,  Markets,  Tribunals  of  Jufticc,  and 
the  Repair  of  the  Walls  of  the  City.  It  was  alfo 
their  Bufinefs  to  take  care  that  no  Novelty  was  in- 
troduced in  Religion.  They  had  the  fame  In- 
fpedion  over  Books  that  were  publillied,  and 
Pieces  that  were  written  for  the  Stage :  This  Pofl:, 
jilways  filled  by  two  Patricians^  was  a  Step  to  the 
Fra^torfliip  and  Confulate. 

At 
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At  length,  after  the  Eibiblilliment  of  the  Con- 
fuls,  Prcctors,  and  Ciirule  yEdiles^  the  Law  rela- 
ting to  the  public  Lands  was  pafled,  as  the  only 
Means  to  appeafe  the  Multitude,  and  to  fettle 
Peace  in  the  State. 

This  Law,  named  Licinia^  from  C.  L  i  c  i  n  i  u  s 
Stolo,  its  Author,  contained,  That  no  Citizen 
fhould,  upon  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  be  for  the 
future  polTefTed  of  above  five  hundred  Acres  of  the 
conquered  Lands  j  and  that  the  reft  diould  either 
be  diftributed  Gratis^  or  farmed  out  at  low  Rents, 
among  the  poor  Citizens. 

That  in  this  Partition,  at  Icaft  ^twf^n  Ao:ts 
fhould  be  affigned  to  each  Citizen. 

Thar,  none  fhould  be  fufFer'd  to  have  upon  his 
Eftate  above  a  certain  determinate  Number  of 
Servants  or  Slaves,  to  improve  it. 

That  the  Number  of  Cattle  fhould  alfo  be  limi- 
ted proportionably  to  the  Quantity  of  Land  that 
each  Man  poflcfs'd ;  and  that  the  Richcft  fnouid 
not  breed,  nor  fend  into  the  Commons  and  public 
Paftures,  above  a  hundred  black  Cattle,  and  five 
hundred  Sheep. 

That  Three  CommifHoners  fhould  immediately 
be  named  to  take  care  of  the  Execution  of  the 
Law,  and  that  the  Author  who  prepared  it  fliou'd 
not  be  one  of  thofe  Triumvirs. 

Lallly,  That  the  Senate,  the  Knights,  and  the 
People,  fhould  take  a  folemn  Oath  to  obferve  this 
Law ;  and  that  whoever  fhould  break  it  hereafter, 
fhould  be  fined  ten  thoufandyf^j-,thatis,  ten  thou- 
Pence. 

The  Law  \vas  at  firfl:  obfervcd  with  great  Ex- 
a61:nefs,  as  new  Regulations  generally  are.     The 
very  Author  of  the  Law,  C.  L  i  c  r  n  i  u  s  S  t  o  l  o,  Liclniu^ 
was  the  firft  Reman  fined  for  Violation  of  it.     He  co?idemn''i 
was  convifted  of  pofTefTing  above  a  thouflmd  Acres -^-^  ^^^  ^^^ 
of  Land:  And  though,  to  efcape  the  Rigor  of  the  ^''"'' 
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Law,  he  had  before  fhared  them  out  to  his  Son, 
whom  he  had  Emancipated  (or,  made  free)  for  that 
very  Purpofe,  this  Emancipation  was  looked  upon 
as  nothing  but  an  Evafion  of  the  Law.     Half  his 
Lands  were  taken  from  him,  and  divided  among 
the  poorer  Citizens;   he  paid,  befides,  a  Fine  of 
llv.  1.7.    ten  thoufand  Pence*;  and  learnt  by  his  own  Ex- 
5:.  5-    '     perience,  That  in  a  Free  Government,  the  People 
will  not  bear  to  fee  the  Magiftrates  exempt  them- 
felves  from  the  Obfervation  of  the  Laws  which 
they  prefcribe  to  private  Men.     But  as  there  are 
no  Penalties  fo  fevere,  which  the  Avarice  of  Men 
will  not  evade,  the  Richeft  and  moft  Powerful  a- 
mong  the  Romans  afterwards  found  a  Way  to  get 
the  Commons  and  conquer'd  Lands  adjudg'd  to 
Themfelves  under  borrow'd  Names.     The  Wars 
that  fell  out  with  the  Latins^   the  Samnites^  the 
Gaiils,^  and  the  Carthaginians^  favour'd  thefe  Ufur- 
pations;  the  Laws  were  lefs  heard  amidft  the  Tu- 
mult of  Arms;    the   Magiftrates   with  a  mutual 
CoUufion  concealed  thefe  Infractions;  and  at  laft 
they  did  not  fo  much  as  make  the  leaft  Myllery  of 
their  borrow'd  Names,  as  we  Ihall  fee  by  what  fol- 
lows.   The  Great  ones  pulled  off  the  Mask,  and 
the  Lex  Licinia  fell  at  length  into  Contempt,  and 
the  People  into  Indigence  and  Mifery. 

This  was  the  Caufe  of  new  Difturbances,  fo 
much  the  more  dangerous  as  the  People  were 
grown  more  numerous  and  powerful;  and  that 
fome  great  Men,  under  pretence  of  fupporting 
their  Interefts,  made  themfelves  the  Heads  of  Par- 
ties.    But  before  I  enter  into  the  Particulars  of 


*  7he  "Pence  of  Gold  zvere  at  the  Rate  of  Seventj-two  to  the 
Pound,  or  Eighty-four  Grains  Weight,  nnd  vjcre  current  for 
Forty  Denarii  of  Silver.  The  Penny  of  Gold  a?nsng  the  Ra- 
mans ivas  worth  a  Thoufani  Seflercej,  and  each  Seltertiura  zuas 
fcsrtb  a  ^ari^r  of  their  Denarius  of  Silver. 
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thefe  Diflentions,  I  thought  it  would  be  very  ne~ 
ceflary  to  give  fome  Account  in  what  manner  the 
Romans  extended  their  Dominion  over  Italy^  Sicily^ 
Spain^  and  Part  of  jifrick  and  Afia.  Which  I 
{hall  relate  as  briefly  as  poflible,  and  without  ftir- 
ring  from  Rome  any  more  than  is  neceflary  to  give 
a  thorough  Knowledge  of  the  feveral  Revolutions 
that  happen'd  in  her  Government^  the  main  D»-» 
fign  of  this  Work. 
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